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JESUS  CHRIST. 


SECT.     33. 


>  y'fiis   (kUvered  the  parable  of  the  marriage  feaji^^ 

^  replied  to  the  Pharifees  and  Hcrodians^  on  the  payment 

cf  tribute  —  confounded  the  Saddueees^  by  proving  tht. 

9  %  rcfurretlion — anfwered  a  Scribe^  refpecling  the  firjl 

J- 1  and  great   commandment — baffied  the  PharifeeSy  by 

{  pripofihg  a  qu'jiion  about  the  Meffiah — warned  his 

i2f  difciples   againji  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees^  whom 

"  he  reproved  and  condemned  in  the  mo/i  awful  lan'^ 

^  I  guage. 


**  Where  is  the  wife?  where  Is  the  Scribe? 

.  ,-     ^'here  is  tffe  ilifpirter  of  this  world*?"  Such  were 

the  opponents  of  our  Lord ;  and  in  their  proud  and 

&i     malicious  contentions  with  him  they  were  completely 

i  vanquifhed  and  confounded.     Towards  the  clofe  of 

I  his  life,   efpecially,  they  fet  upon  him  with  all  their 

I  fubtlety,  in  order  to  enfnare  him;  but  their  beft-. 

'  concerted    plans    were    baffled.     We    know    alfo, 

that  all  his  adveifaries,   who  objedt  to  his  Gofpel, 

though  they  may  be  thought  to  poflefs  an  uncommon 

degree  of  fagacity  and  learning,  (hall   be  convided 

of  the  groffeft ,  folly,   and   finally  be  filenccd  and 

*  I  Cor.  i.  20. 
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'  overcome.     '^  All  that  are  incenfed  agalnft  him  fliaH 
.be  alhamed*.*' 

Part  of  his  audience  had  withdrawn, 
Tuefdiy.  m    ^ein^enraged  bvhjs  faithful adViionitions  ; 

railionweeic.  c>  o  ^  •    n       o     \  n   i 

butjie  prcxeedrd  to  imtrudt  the  relt  by 

a  very  intereftiftg  parable  f.  In  lan^age  fofi.ethin^ 
fin?.ilcir  to  what  he  '-had  ufed  on  a  former  occadon  J, 
he  reprefented  the  great  bleflings  of  the  Gcfpcl  under 
the  defcription  of  a  feaih  Plenteous  provifion?,  and 
fuch  as  are  moft  exquifite  in  their  nature,  arc  here 
exhibited.  They  are  fufHcient  for  the  fupply  of  every 
gucft,  and  capable  of  yielding  inexpreilible  delight. 
This  is  fnore  than  a  common  entertainment :  it  is  a 
royal  banquet;  what  the  King  of  heaven  has  prepared 
for  the  accommodation  of  his  creatures  upon  earth. 
It  is,  alfoj  defigned  for  the  celebration  of  a  marriage, 
the  unvon  of  his  own  Son  with  the  Church  :  for 
Jefusis  the  Bridegroom  of  his  people,  having  efpouf- 
ed  them  to  himfelf*  What  extenfive  and  unparalleled 
_grace  does  this  difplay  ! 

A  numerous  company  had  been  defired  to  give 
their  attendance;  and  at  the  proper  feafcn,  when  re- 
minded of  their  fovereign's  expe6lations,  they  refufed 
to  obey  his  fummons.  Yet  fuch  was  his  condefcen- 
iion,  that  after  this  infult  he  renewed  the  invitation, 
and  fent  one  meflage  upon  another,  alFuring  them 
that  his  table  was  richly  furnifhed  for  their  reception, 
andrcquefting  their  prefence  without  delay.  Even  then 
his  kindnefs  was  rejedled  with  difdain,  being  confider- 
ed  as  a  matter  not  worth  regarding :  for  "  they 
made  light  of  ir/*  and  turned  their  attention  to 
their  common  occupations.  Is  this  a  natural  de- 
fcription? Arc  men,  in  general,  backward  to  partake 
of- a  fumptuous  entertainment?  Do  they  not  run  with 
eagernefs  to  gratify  their  fenfual  appetites  ?  Yes:  but 
ihe  fcaft  here  exhibited,  is  fpiritual;  and  the  con- 

*  ifa.  xlv.  u^    f  Matt.  xxVu  i»-z4«    %  Sea.  26. 
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t'?nipt,  with  which  its  bleflings  are  ufually  ref  ifcd,  is 
a  deciiive  proof  of  our  extreme  depravicy:  there  is 
fcarcelv  any  thing  in  life,  which  is  not  preferred  to 
grace  and  (alvation. 

The  parable  further  declares,  that  the  fervants, 
who  carried  their  lord's  meflages,  were  treated  with 
fcorn  and  violence;  and  fome  of  them  fuffe  red  death. 
This  was,  exa£lly,  what  the  holy  Prophets  and 
Apoftles  met  with  from  the  Jewilh  nation.  Jefus, 
therefore,  held  up  to  his  hearers  a  true  picture  of  their 
perfecuting  fpirit  and  that  of  tlieir  countrymen  :  and, 
while  he  reprcfcnted  tire  king  as  utterly  deftroying 
his  murderous  fubjefls,  and  reducing  their  city  to 
afhes,  he  virtually  predidied  the  divine  judgments 
coming  upon  them,  for  their  rejecSlion  of  the  Gofpel. 
Others,  however,  "  have  obtained  mercy  through 
their  unbelief*." 

The  invitation  to  the  marriage  was  enlarged. 
Thefovereign,  determined  that  his  preparations  fliould 
not  be  inefFcdual,  called  in  theftrangers  and  mifcrable 
outca-fts  upon  the  highways,  till  the  feaft  was  furnifh- 
€d  with  guefts.  Thus  the  Lord  God  has  fent  the 
glad  tidings  of  falvation  to  finners  of  the  Gentiles, 
even  to  thofe,  who  through  their  ignorance  and  pro- 
fanenefs  feem  at  the  greateft  diftance,  and  in  a  (late 
the  moft  deplorably  wretched.  The  miniilers  of 
the  Gofpel  are  now  commiflioned  to  "  bid  to  the 
marriage,  as  many  as  they  ihall  find."  Whatever, 
then,  may  have  been  your  character  or  condition,  we 
entreat  your  attendance,  and  affure  you,  that  the 
Lord  will  gracioufly  receive  you.  O  refufe  not,  as 
others  have  done  to  their  perdition. 

But  if  you  accept  the  invitation,  you  muft  comply 
with  the  rules  prcfcribcd,  and  be  properly  habit- 
ed, while  you  fit  down  to  this  entertainment-:  for 
"  a  wedding  garment"  is  provided  for  each  gueft. 

*  Rom*  xi.  '30. 
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Ciod  himfclf  prop  fes  to  *'  cover  you  with  the  rote 
of  righteoiifners,"  which  will  render  you  beautiful 
in  his  fight :  you  cannot  ftand  in  his  prefence  with- 
out it.  He  will  minutelyfurvey  the  perf  )ns,  who  pro- 
fefs  a  readincfs  to  partake  of  his  feait,  and  fuch  are  all 
the  OL.tward  members  of  his  Church.  One  is  repre- 
fc-nted  as  iingled  cut  from  the  re(},  not  b^in-^  clothed 
i^'iih  the  veftment  required.  He  was  called  forth 
and  examined  c<;ncerning  his  pretcnfioris  to  be 
admitted  to  that  high  banquet:  and,  having  r.othing 
to  urge  in  his  own  defence^  he  was  eft  out  with 
extreme  difgrace.  The  all-piercing  e3'e  of  C^od 
will  detedl  every  hypocrite,  who  may  he  numbered 
among  his  people.  It  is  not  enough  to  join  the  aHcm- 
.blies  of  the  faints:  have  w;e  "  put  on  Chrifl?"  If 
•we  are  unwilling  to  appear  in  his  rightcoufnef^,  and 
prefume  upon  our  own  woithincfs,  we  cannot  be 
acceptable  guefls :  nor  can  we  efcape  conviction, 
**  How  earned  thou  in  hither?"  is  a  quetiion,  which 
will  confound  thoufands,  who  feemed  to  pay  a  refpeft 
to  the  GofpeL  What,  tlien,  is  our  habit?  Arc 
■Wre  '"  clothed  with  the  garment  of  falvation?"  If 
otherwife,  an  awful  condemnation  awaits  us  :  we 
muft  be  excluded  from  God  and  happinefs,  and 
configned  to  a  place  of  endlefs  and  inexpreffiblc 
torment,  anguifh,  and  defpair.  Ah  !  what  "  fearch- 
ings  of  heart*'  become  us,  fince  few,  in  compa- 
rifon,  obtain  the  efficacious  influence  of  that  grace, 
which  is  tendered  to  them  in  the  Gofpel  1 

Thefe  folemn  admonitions  of  Jefus  did  not  conci- 
liate, but  rather  the  more  exafperate,  his  enemies. 
Yet  they  were  afraid  to  take  away  his  life  by  f -jrce  ; 
and,  therefore,  by  various  fchemes  they  endeavoured 
.io  find  fome  plaufibJe  pretext  for  doing  it.  Accord- 
ingly, they  propofed  fubtle  queftion^,  merely  that 
they  mi^^ht  draw  from  him  fuch  anfwers  as  would 
furnifli  them  with  a  heavy  charge  againft  him.  The 
Pharifees  left  him,  and,  having  couTuIted  together  on 

the 
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the  bcft  method  of  effedling  their  difign,  joirred 
the  Herodians  in  laying  a  fnare  For  him  *.  Flicfw 
men  were  of  different  parties  and  principles,  and  yet 
they  could  agree  in  the  fame  dIaboLcal  purpcifc. 
They  came  with  fair,  but  feigned,  profeilions  of  re- 
gard, and  rcquefted  our  Lord's  decifiOii,  as  to  the 
lawful iiefs  of  paying  tribute  to  Celar,  the  Roma.i 
Emperor.  Probably,  they  were  confident  of  involv- 
ing, him  in  a  very  ferious  diiEculty:  if  he  had  dif- 
fuaded  them  from  fubmitting  to  the  ta-c,  they  might 
have  accufed  him"  as  an  enemy  to  the  governmeiu  y 
or,  if  he  had  commanded  it,  they  might  have  in- 
cenfed  the  people  againft  hiniy  as  hoitile  to  their 
liberties. 

But  how  vain  are  all  human  devices,  in  oppofitioa 
to  God !  Jefus  perceived  iheir  malevolent  inten- 
tions, and  flbarply  reproved  their  hypocrify.  He  re- 
plied with  peculiar  wifdom,  fo  as  to  make  them  judge 
and  condemn  themfelves  in  their  own  caufe.  They 
were  forced  to  confefs  th?ir  fubjeSion  to  Cefar,  fo 
long  as  they  received  the  current  coin,  which  was . 
ftamped  with  that  Emperor^s  image.  He  inferred, 
therefore,  without  entering^  into  political  debates, 
that  they  (hould  "  render  to  Cefar  the  things  which 
were  Cefar's."  A  coaclufion  undeniably  juft:  and 
equally  jud  was  the  caution,  which  he  fubjoined, 
that  God  alfo  has  demands  upon  us,  which  ought,  at 
leaft,  to  be  as  much  regarded  and  complied  with,  as 
thofe  of  our  earthly  g«vernors.  They  were  afto- 
jiifbed  at  the  prudence  and  propriety  of  this  anf wer, 
and  obliged  for  that  time  to  abandon  their  purpofe. 

Let  us,  then,  attend  to  our  Lord's  decifion,  and 
ferioufly  confider  what  we  owe  both  to  God  and  the 
king,  Thefe  duties  are  not  incompatible  with  each 
other:  we  cannot  plead,  that  we  truly  "  fear  God,'* 
if  we  do  not  "  honour  the  fcing/'     Are  we  giving, 

*  Mat*  xxU.  i.5:-#ai.    Mark  xii.  13—17.    Luke  xx.  20— »6#-, 
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that  reverppxc  and  fupport,  vrhich  are  due  to  perforrs 
in  au*:horiry  ?  Do  we  utter  no  contemptuous  fpeeches 
a3;ainft  them?  Do  we  not  ftudy  fraudulent  me- 
thods of  evading  the  taxe«,  which  are  impofed,  or 
pay  them  with  a  pcevlfli  difcontent  ?  Surely,  fuch  a 
conduit  is  difgraceful  to  the  profbifion  of  religion. 
But,  thou'gh  we  have  maintained  our  loyalty  and 
fubnnrflFon  to  the  reigning  powers^  have  we  not 
neglecSied  the  God  of  heaven  ?  Has  He  no  rights, 
no  cLims  upon  us  ?  Or,  fhall  we  prefume,  that  he 
will  not  aflert  them?  '*^  Will  a  man  rob  Godr'* 
Would  not  the  attempt  imply  confummate  igno- 
rance, pride,  and  foof-hardinefs  ?  Yet  we  all  have 
done  it.  Wc  have  not  admired  his  perfections,  ho- 
noured his  government,  obeyed  his  law,  or  believed 
in  his  gofpel,  as  we  ought.  We  have  not  rendered 
all  proper  reverence  and  attention  to  his  name,  his 
fabbaths,  hb  houfe,  or  minifters.  "  Enter  not  into 
judgment  with  thy  fervants,  O  Lord!'* 

On  the  famie  day,  a  different  fet  of  men  attacked 
the  Saviour*.  The  Sadducees,.  who  denied,  a  fu*. 
ture  ftate,  came  and  ftarted  a  difficulty  againft  the 
rcfurre£Hon  of  the  body,  which  they  ridiculed.  They 
urged,  that  feven  brethren,  having  been  married  in 
fucceffion  to  the  fame  woman,  could  not  all  claim 
her  as  their  wife  in  the  world  to  come.  But  Jefus 
declared,  that  their  opinions  evinced  an  ignorance  of 
the  fcriptures,  and  of  the  mighty  power  of  God  ; 
fince  that  power  can  eafily  reftore  life  to  the  dead, 
however  rmprobable  the  event  may  feern,  and  the 
fcriptures  exprefsly  aflert,  that  they  fliall  rifel  He 
argued,  that  all  the  diftindtions  and  relations,  which 
fubfift  among  jus  on  earth,  will  have  no  place  here- 
after. There  may  be  a  knowledge  of  thofe,  to  whom 
we  are  now  clofcly  united  ;  but  all  thofe  partial  at- 
tachments and  connexions,  which  bind  us  to  one 

♦  Wat.  xxii.  23—3,3.    Mark  xii.  18—27.     Luke  xx.  27 — 40. 
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aiTOthe^r,  will  then  be  done  awa}';  as  inconfiftent  with 
the  perfection  of  the  heavenly  ftate.  Their  cbjec- 
tion,  therefore,  fell  to  the  grounds  He  fhewed  air)> 
even  from  the  books  of  Mofes,  which  they  profeficd 
to  receive,  that  Jehovah  had  given  fufficient  intima- 
tions of  a  future  ftate,  by  calling  himfeif  the  God  of 
AbrahaiT!,  Ifaac,"*  and  Jacob,  long  after  thofc  pa- 
triarchs were  deceafed  :  we  may  thence  conclude, 
that  departed  faints  are  not  perifhed ;  but  that,  as 
God  is  their  God,  their  fpirits  are  now  with  him, 
and  their  duft  fiiall  awake  again,  to  live  in  his  pre- 
fence  for  ever.  Thus  they  were  completely  van- 
quiihed,  and  dared  not  to  renew  their  attack. 

Do  not  modern  free-thinkers,  like  the  ancient 
Sadducees,  betray  their  ignorance  and  perverfenefs 
by  the  difficulties  which  they  ftart  on  the  fubjeft  of 
religion?  We  would,  therefore,  addrefs  them  in 
the  words  of  Jefus,  "  Ye  do  err,  not  knowing  the 
fcriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God/'  We  entreat  you 
to  relrnquifh  your  vain  fpeculations,  which  will  cer- 
tainly turn  to  your  own  confufion.  If  you  will  gra- 
tify your  captious  difpofition,  and  fondnefs  for  difpu- 
tation,  innumerable  queftions  may  be  raifcd  on  every 
point,  which  do  not  admit  an  eafy  foiution.  And9 
while  you  rcfufe  to  abide  by  the  fimple  declarations 
of  GocKs  word,  and  fufFer  your  corrupt  reafon  to 
give  in  its  arrogant  decifions,  you  may  perifli  in  ' 
your  bwn  imaginations. 

But,  though  the  §adducees  declined  the  conteft 
i;«^ith  Jefus,  the  Pharifees  fet  upon  him  again,  as  if 
they  were  confident  of  fucceeding  better  *.  One  of 
their  learned  dodlors  came  forward  with  a  queftion^ 
intending  to  •'try  his  knowledge  of  divine  revela- 
tion. It  feems  to  have  been  difputed  among  them, 
which  was  the  moft  important  and  neceflary  pre- 
cept :  fome  preferred  ceremonies,  and  others  facrifice?^ 

*  Mac.  xxii.  34^  Sec.    Mark  xii.  28—37.    Luke  xx.  41—44. 
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while  the  generality  paid  little  regard  to  that  extenfive 
holinefs,  which  is  indifpenfably  required.  Upon  this 
point,  therefore,  the  Scribe  appealed  to  Jcfus,  and 
obtained  a  decifive  anfwer.  The  Saviour  difcovered 
at  once  a  complete  underftanding  of  the  iacred  Jaw 
in  its  full  import,  while  he  declared^  that  its  grand 

.  demand  is  love;  love  the  moft  ardent,  of  which  we 
2re  capable,  to  the  one  fupreme  Jehovah,  and  love 
for  the  whole  human  fpecies,  as  fincere  as  that  which 
we  feel  for  ourfelves.  The  JewiQi  doftor  perceived 
and  acknowledged  the  excellence  of  this  reply,  and 
joined  in  aflerting,  that  the  principle  of  obedience, 
which  our  Lord  laid  down,  was  far  more  valuable 
and  acceptable  to  God,  than  all  ceremonial  ob- 
fervances  or  expenfive  facrifices.  It  appeared,  thea, 
that  the  Scribe,  though  he  had  come  with  an  im- 
proper temper,  poffefied  more  confiftent  fentiments 
of  divine  truth,  than  were  ufually  found  among  the 
Phariifces,  and  fuch  as  might  have  led  him  to  an  un- 
feigned acceptance  of  the  Gofpel,  On  this  ground, 
Jefus  commended  the  folidity  of  his  judgment,  and 
confidered  him  as  prgmiftng  fair  for  the  kingdom  of 
Gocf.     What  the  event  was,  we  are  not  told* 

1* he  fubjeft,  here  propofed,  is  highly  interefling  : 
have  we  attended  to  it  ?  Do  we  underftand,  what  is 
of  the  main  importance  in  religion  ?  Are  we  aware 
of  the  extenfive  and  fpiritual  nature  of  God's  moral 
law  ?  Do  we  approve  and  admire  its  precepts,  as 
"  holy,  and  juft,  and  good?"  Do  we  live  undet 
the  influence  of  that  facred  principle  of  love,  which 
is  required  in  preference  to  every  thing  befides,  and 
without  which  nothing  can  be  pjeafing  to  God  ?    It 

is,  indeed,  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  all  thofe  duties, 
which  the  infpired  writers  have  inculcated,  and  is 
properly  called  ''  the  fulfilling  of  the  law*."  For 
every  tranfgreiSon  (hews  a  defed  of  this  dilpofition ; 

♦  Rom,  xiii,  ip. 
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and  love,  if  it  maintained  an  entire  and  condant  af- 
cendancy,  would  certainly  lead  to  the  full  perfection 
of  obedience.  But  we  fail  mod  lamentably  and 
continually.  Our  defires  and  afFec^ions,  if  ex- 
amined by  this  teft,  will  every  day  convift  us  of 
guilt.  We  come  far  fhort  of  that  regard,  which 
we  owe  both  to  God,  and  man;  and  nothing  which 
we  can  po/fibly  plead,  will  compenfaic  the  waiit  of 

it. 

The  Pharifees  fiiil  furrounded  our  Lord,  and  pro- 
bably meditated  a  frefli  attaclc.  But  he,  the  more  • 
completely  f)  baffle  and  confound  them,  propofed  a 
queftion,  and  called  upon  them  t(S  declare  their  opi- 
nion of  the  extraction  of  Meffiah,  whom  they  pro- 
fcffcd  to  loolc  for.  Fie  ftarted  a  difficulty  from  their 
own  fc.iptures,  which  they  could  not  refolve.  They 
were  a;;reed,  that  the  Chrift,  the  promifed  Saviour,, 
muft  be  **  the  Son  of  David;"  and  they  could  not 
6enyj  that  Dav^d,  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft",  fpeaks  of  him  as  his  Lord*.  When  urged,. 
therefore,  to  explain,  in  what  kn{Q  he  could  be  the* 
Son,  and  yet  the  Lore,  of  David,  they  could  not  re- 
ply. They  felt  themfelves  overpowered,  and  relin- 
quiflied  their  vain  difputations,  thougJi  they  ft  ill  re- 
tained all  their  malevolence. 

To  us,  alfo,  the  enquiry  may  be  addrefled,  and  an- 
important  one  it  is,  "  VVhat  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?" 
Have  you  formed  confiftent  and  fcriptural-fentiments 
of  his  perfon  and  defcent  ?     Or,  how  do  you'  remove- 
the  difficulty,  as  it  is  here  ftated  ?     If  it  be  admitted, 
that  Chrift  is  very  God,  as  well  as  very  man,  the* 
ffceming  abfurdity  and  contradiction  is  done  away.  In 
his  human  nature,  he  is  "  the  Son  of  David,  accord- 
ingto  the  flefti}"  but,  by  a  divine  nature  only,  he  is 
"David's  Lord."     Thus  he  ftyles  himfelf  "  The 
root  and  the  offspring  of  David  t«"     But  if  We  re- 

•  P/alm  ex.  I.  f  Rev.  xzii.  i6* 
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prefent  him  as  no  more  than  a  creature  like  ourfelves,. 
and  as  having  no  higher  original  than  earthly  parents, 
the  whole  is  ftrange  and  incongruous.  The  queftion 
will  ftiil  recur,  and  cannot  be  anfwered,  ''  llo^  doth 
David  in  Spirit  call  him  Lord  ?"  If  we  abide  by  the 
plain  and  exprefs  declarations  of  the  Biblej  we  fhall 
readily  allow^  that  Jefus  is  "  Immanuel,"  "  God 
manifefted  in  the  flefh:"  ho  other  dodrine  wiH  re- 
concile the  various  paflages,  which  relate  to  him. 
This  important  pofition  being  eftabliflied,  we  may 
rejoice  and  triumph,  as  it  lays  a  (ecure  and  immovable 
foundation  for  our  hope  towards  God. 

Jefus  continued  through  the  day  to  teach,  admo- 
niih,  and  reprove.  Addreffing  himfelf  to  his  dif- 
ciples,  in  the  audience  of  all  the  people,  he  folemnly 
warned  them  to  beware  of  the  pride  and  hypocrify  of 
the  Scribes  and  PharHees,  whom  he  feverely  con- 
demned, as  he  had  done  in  fimilar  language  upon  a 
former  occafion*: — "  As  far  as  theyfpeak  to  you  in 
God*s  name,  and  agreeably  to  hi«  word,  they  de- 
mand your  refpeft  and  obedience.  But  their  con- 
dudt  is  inconfiftent  with  their  own  inftruftions  ;  and 
therefore  be  afraid  of  being  mifled  by  their  pernicious 
examples.  They  aflume  an  appearance  of  great 
iariflity,  and  fcrupuloufly  praftife  many  religious  ce- 
remonies; but  they  a6^?,  throughout,  from  the  bafeft 
principles ;  their  only  aim  is  to  gain  the  notice  and 
applaufe  of  men.  Their  oftentation  and  vam-glory 
are  deteftable,  while  they  afFe6l  fuch  diftindions  and 
titles,  as  lead  the  people  to  compliment  their  piety 
and  learning.  But  you,  my  difciples,  muft  be  far 
different,  not  taking  to  yourfelves  any  ftate,  or 
courting  appellations  of  honour  and'  precedency. 
You  muft  live  as  brethren,  who  have  but  one  Father 
and  one  Mafter,  and  be  willing  to  fubmit  to  the 

*  Mat.  xxiii,  j,  jic.  Mark  xK.  38— '40.  Luke  xx.  45,  &c» 
SeeSed.  24* 
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meaneft  office,  "  in  lowlmefs  of  mind  cftceming 
others  better  than  yoiirfelves."  Such  a  temper  is  indif. 
pcnfably  requifite,  fince  **  God  refifteth  the  proud, 
and  giyeth  grace  to  the  humble*/' 

Have  we,  then,  attended  to  the  exhortation,  which 
equally  concerns  all  the  followers  of  Jefus  ?  Do  we 
poflefs  that  meeknefs  of  Spirit,  fo  cffential  to  the 
Chriftian  charatler  ?  Are  there  no  proud  contentions 
among  us  for  fuperiority  of  rank  ?  And  do  we  cheer- 
fully condefcend  and  ftoop  to  our  inferiors,  for  their 
benefit  ?  Or  again,  while  we  pay  a  due  refpc6t  to  thofc 
in  higher  life,  do  we  reverence  God  and  our  confci- 
ence  above  all  ?  Do  we  remember,  as  we  ought,  that 
we  are  accountable,  not  to  men,  but  to  God,  who 
"  fcArcheth  the  heart,"  and  that  "  one  is  ourMafter, 
evenChrift?" 

When  Jefus  had  delivered  thefe  cautions,  he  turned 
himfelf  to  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  who  ftill  expect- 
ed, probably,  to  find  feme  ground  of  accufation  againft 
him.  He  then  addrefied  them  with  peculiar  majedy, 
and  as  one  inverted  with  fovereign  authority.  In  the 
capacity  of  their  Judge,  he  arraigned,  he  conviftcd 
them,  and,  for  their  fecret  iniquity,  pronounced  upon 
them  the  heavieft  condemnation.  From  one  fentence 
to  another,  we  hear  nothing  but  wo,  wo,  wo,  breaking 
forth  from  his  lips.  Yet  we  (hall  not  wonder,  if  we 
attend  to  the  charges,  which  he  brought. 

They  difcovered  an  obftinate  and  malevolent  op- 
pofition  to  the  Gofpel,  not  only  rejefting  it  them- 
felves,  but,  with  a  furious  bigotry,  preventing  others 
from  receiving  it.  They  praftifed  the  moft  cruel 
oppreffions,  even  upon  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs, 
and  yet  .  covered  their  injuftice  with  a  fhew  of 
uncommon  ardour  in  devotion.  Their  pretences  to 
religion  rendered  their  extortion  the  more  deteftable  j. 
and    therefore   Jefus    declared,    that,  their,   boafted 

B  6.  ^t^^^v^ 


12  SCRIPTURE    CHARACTERS. 

prayers  would  aggravate  tlicir  damnation.  They 
fhewed  great  zeal  to  gain  profelytes,  not  for  the 
glory  of  God,  but  their  reputation ;  and  they  were  (o 
earned  to  conRrm  each  profelyte  -in  their  errors  and 
hatred  of  the  truth,  as  to  make  his  cafe  more  deplora- 
ble and  hopclcfs  than  their  own.  They  endeavoured 
by  fpecious  arguments  and  curious  diftindtions  to 
juftify  their  profane  ufe  of  oaths,  as  if  they  might  be 
allowed  to  fwear  in  certain  forms  of  fpeech,  and  con- 
trailed  no  great  degree  of  guilt  by  falfifying  their 
folemn  affirmations.  But  Jefus  convided  them  of 
horrid  impiety  and  perjury,  uhilc  he  afferted,  that 
fuch  appeals  to  the  temple,  and  the  altar,  as  they 
pleaded  for,  were  no  othtr  than  appeals  to  God 
himfelf. 

They  paid  a  fcrupulous  attention  to  fome  trifles, 
which  exalted  their  reputation,  but  negleded  the 
moft  important  and  necefl'ary  duties.  Their  religious 
zeal  was  confined  to  external  obfervances:  they 
fought  not  real  purity  of  heart.  They  were  fatisfied 
with  fo  much  of  the  appearance  of  fanftity,  as  would 
procure  them  admiration  among  the  people,  while  their 
vile  affections  expofed  them  to  the  contempt  and  in- 
dignation of  that  righteous  God,  to  whom  all  their 
fecret  iniquity  lay  open. 

7^hey  pretended  a  high  veneration  for  thofe  holy 
men,  whom  their  fathers  had  murdered.  But,  though 
they  profeffed  to  honour  deceafed  faints  by  building 
and  adorning  their  fepulchres,  they  perfccuted  living 
ones,  and  thus  proved  that  they  inherited  the  lame 
violent  hatred  of  genuine  piety,  as  their  anceftors. 
Jefus,  therefore,  declared,  that  by  their  continued 
progrefs  in  wickednef%  they  would  foon  fill  up  their 
meafure,  and  be  ripe  for  deftruClion.  So  obdurate 
were  they,  that  he  confidered  them  as  on  the  brink  of 
final  perdition,  ready  to  fink  down  into  "  the  damna- 
tion of  hell."  Yet  further  means  were  to  be  tried  with 
them.     Apoftles  and  oth^r  minifters  were  to  be  fent 
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among  them,  to  bear  witnefe  of  the  truth:  but  our 
iord  predicted,  that,  by  theic  cruel  and  fanguin^y 
oppofition  to  thofe  his  honoured  fervants,  they  would 
provoke  God  more  and  more,  till  at  length  he  fhould 
sirife  to  take  exeniplary  vengeance  upon  that  very  ge- 
neration, and  reckon  with  them  for  all  the  righteous 
blood,  which  had  been  (bed  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world. 

How  deplorable  was  their  cafe !  Jefus,  being  deep- 
ly  afFe<Sed  at  the  profpetSl  of  their  approaching  mife* 
ries,  broke  forth  into  a  pathetic  -lament^ition  over 
them,  as  he  had  done  twice  before*.  From  this 
part  of  his  condu£l  it  appears,  thaty  though  he  pro- 
nounced the  mod  tremendous  woes,  judgment  is  *'  his 
ftrange  work."  He  bewailed  the  murderous  city> 
which  had  long  been  the  feat  of  perfecution,  and  which 
had  fcornfuUy  refifted  all  his  efforts  of  love  for  the 
falvation  of  her  children.  He  would  have  cherifhed 
and  protefted  them,  as  a  hen  her  tender  brood  j  but 
they  had  obftinately  rejeded  his  gracious  propofals. 
At  laft,  therefore,  infulted  mercy  was  about  to  be 
withdrawn  and  give  place  to  unrelenting  juftice  :  and 
that  hand,  which  had  been  long  ftretchtd  out  with 
offers  of  richeft  bleffings,  was  Toon  to  be  lifted  up 
with  a  rod  of  indignation  to  defolate  their  country, 
and  deftroy  them  for  ever.  Thus  Jefus  took  a  fo- 
lemn  farewel  of  the  temple,  to  return  no  more  : 
he  warned  the  impenitent  fmners  around  him,  and 
foretold  his  future  advent,  when  they  would  ac- 
knowledge his  divine  character,  and  be  glad  to  join 
in  thofe  acclamations  of  praife  to  him,  which  had 
lately  been  forbidden  in  that  houfe,  faying,  "  Bleffed 
is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

What  folemn  things  are  thefe!  Surely,  if  they  are 
ferioufly  regarded,  they  muft  leave  a  deep  impreiEon 
upon  our  minds.  Let  us,  then,  make  the  application 
to  ourfelves,  rather  than  to  the  ancient  Pharifees, 

*  Sc^.ft^.  and  31. 
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1.  A  ftrlking  exhibition  is  here  given  of  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Jcfus.  Behold,  how  tender  his  compaflion, 
bow  extenfive  his  grace!  He  feeks  after  thofe,  vvha 
are  ready  to  perifh,  and,  with  repeated  and  importu- 
naie  folicitations,  entreats  them  to  hide  thcnrifclves 
•*  under  the  ftiadow  6(  his  wings,"  where  alone  they 
can  be  fafe  and  happy.  O  why  are  we  unwilling  to 
accept  his  offers  ?  Let  uf,  alfo,  remark,  how  ftricSt 
are  his  proceedings,  when  "  he  lays  judgment  to 
the  line/*^  How  terrible  the  effe£ls  of  his  anger  I 
Who,  then,  fhall  prefume  to  contend  with  Him  ?  If 
we  refufe  to  honour  him  by  our  unfeigned  compli- 
ance, he  will  glorify  himfelf  in  our  everlafting  de- 
i\ru£t\on.. 

2.  Let  not  the  faithful  minifters  of  Chrift  be  re- 
proached, for  enc^eavouring,  like  their  Lord  and' 
Mafter,.  to  admonifii  and  reprove  their  carelefs  hear- 
ers. In  performing  that  painful  part  of  their  office, 
they  do  not  afl'ume  the  authority  of  a  judge ;  but  if, 
as  the  mouth  of  God;  they  (hould  declare  his  whole 
will  without  referve,  they  muft  denounce  vengeance, 
as  well  as  proclaim  mercy.  From  the  example  of 
Jefus,  we  fee  that  this  is  confiftent  with  the  exercife 
of  perfsdl  compaflion  and  meeknef^.  And  fhall  your 
charge  with  uncharitablenefs  and  pride  thofe,  who 
**  watch  for  your  fouls,"  becaufe  they  think  them- 
felves  bound  to  addrefs  the  wicked,  even  in  the  very 
ftrong  language  of  the  Saviour,  ^'  How  can  ye  efcape 
the  damnation  of  hell  ?" 

3.  Let  us  ferioufly  examine  our  own  chara£ler. 
What  is  our  ftate?  What  our  expedstion?  Do  we 
nor,  in  foifje  refpe£l  or  other,  betray  a  temper  or  con- 
dudt,  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Pharifees  ?  Much  we  have 
heard  of  their  hypocrify :  let  us  fear,  to  put  on,  as 
they  did,  a  profelKon  of  piety  "  for  a  cloke  of  ma- 
Rcioufnefs  ;'*  this  would  be  more  deteftable,  than 
avowed  infidelity.  But  let  not  pure  rehgion  be  laid' 
afide,  becaufe  we  ahhor  the  vile  diflimulation  of  thofe,. 

who 
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who  have  nothing  but  a  fair  appearance.  Some  are 
vehement  in  their  invecSlrves  againft  the  men,  who 
"  for  a  pretence  make  long  prayers,"  while  they 
themrelves  never  pray  at  all.  Thefe  pcrfons  may 
not  come  under  the  condemnation  of  Pharifees,  but 
they  fliali  not  efcape  the  judgment  cf  God  for  their  ■ 
impiety.  And,  if  they  perifh  for  ever,,  it  will  be  noi 
comfort  to  them,  that  others  {after  a  ftill  greater 
degree  of  torment. 

O  let  us  welcome  the  Saviour,  while  we  adopt  that, 
expreffive  acclamation,  ''  Bleffed  is  he  that  cometh  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  ;'*  that  "  when  he  Ihall  ap- 
pear," the  fecond  time,  "  we  may  have  confidence, 
and  not  be  afliamed  before  kim  at  his  coming*  I**' 
Anien» 

•  I  JohniuaS* 
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■  JESUS  Christ:. 


S  E  C  T.     34. 

Jifus  commended  the  Uberality  of  the  poor  widow — fre- 
diSied  the  dejirut^ion  of  the  city  and  temple  ofjeru^ 
falem^  and  the  various  figm  and  circumjlanccs  at- 
tending it — foretili^  alfoy  his  coming  tajudgmenty.and. 
exhorted  to  watchfulnefs. 


Jesus,  having  pronounced  a  tremendous  fen- 
fence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  and  declared 
that  "  their  houfe  was  left  j-into  them  dcfolate,"  with- 
drew from  that  beautiful  edifice,  in  which  they  gloriecf 
as  their  brighteft  ornament  and  fureft  defence.  He 
departed  from  i\\i  temple  to  return  no  more. 

Probably  as  he  went  out,  he  paufed,  and  remarked 
the  readinefs  wich  which  the  various  worfhippers  caft 
their  money  into  the  treafury,  for  the  necefTary  ex- 
pences  of  the  divine  fervice*.  Many  opulent  per* 
fons  contributed  much ;  but  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  a 
poor  widow,  while  fhe  was  ^  throwing  in  her  two- 
mites,  and  pointed  her  out  to  his  difciples  as  an  ob- 
je6l  of  his  peculiar  regard.  He  knew  her  ftraitened 
circumftances ;  he  faw  and  approved  the  inward 
principle  of  her  heart.  The  value  of  her  oblatioa 
was  trifling,  but  it  included  the  whole  of  her  little 
property.  Our  Lord,  therefore,  reprefented  her  li- 
berality as  more  enlarged  and  more  acceptable  to 
God,  than  the  coftly  offerings  of  the  wealthy,  who 
had  given  up  only  a  fmall  part  of  their  fupcrfluity> 

f  MarS:xii.4Z>  &c.    Lake  zxi.  z— ^. 

and 
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^nd  ftill  retained  every  enjoyment  as  before.  Wc 
learn  from  this  fliort  narration,  that  it  is  incumVent 
i-jpon  all  to  communicate,  according  to  their  ability,  ^ 
-^or  the  advancement  of  religion,  as  well  as  for  the 
relief  of  the  afflifted;  that  fuch  as  arc  indigent  arc 
not  excufed  from  the  duty ;  and  that  He,  "by  whom 
actions  are  weighed,"  will  commend  and  recompenfc 
the  leaft  donations,  which  fpring  from  faith  and  love. 

Jefus  was  leaving  the  temple,  when  his  difciples 

toolc  the  opportunity  of  remarking  to  him  the  extent 

and  magnificence  of  the  building,  fuppofing,  probably, 

t:hat   he   would   exprefs  his  admiration*.      But  he 

turned  off  their  attention  from  the  confideration  of 

its   grandeur  to  that  of  its  approaching  demolition, 

"V^hen  not  one  ftone  fhould  remain  upon  another.    He 

then  retired  to  the  mount  of  Olives,  which  afforded 

liim  a  profpeft  of  the  facred  edifice ;  and  while  he 

:lat    there,    perhaps    contemplating    the   deftrufttoa 

>vhich  he  had  foretold,  fomc  of  his  Apoftles  enquired 

privately,  how  foon  his  prophecies  would  be  fulfilled, 

aind  what  particular  fignals  would  precede  the  great 

events.     His  reply  to  the  queftion  contains  various 

eircumftantial    prediftions,    which,  when  compared 

A?VMth  their  exaftaccomplifhment,furnifti  the  ftrongcft 

evidence  in  fupport  of  the  Gofpel,  and  (land  as  a» 

impregnable  barrier  againll  the  aflaults  of  infidelity. 

He  addreffed  his  difciples  to  the  following  purpofe : 

"  It  is  neccflary  for  you  to  be  upon  your  guard 
againft  vain  pretenders;  for  many  impollors  (hall 
arife,  affuming  the  name  and  charadler  of  the  Mcffiah, 
and  affedting  to  fct  up  his  kingdom.  Dreadful  com- 
motions and  diftrefTes,  alfo,  (hall  be  permitted,  before 
the  appointed  defolation  of  the  Jews ;  but  you  ought 
not,  on  that  account,  to  be  terrified  or  furprifed. 
You  will  hear  of  the  alarms  of  war,  feditionr,  fa- 
mines, peftilences,  and  earthquakes  v  and  tremendous 

*  Mat.  xxtv*  1,  Sec,    Mark  xiii.  i>  kc,     Luke  xxl.  5,  Sec 
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appearance^;  fhall  be  feen  in  the  air:  yet,  awfuf  aJ 
thc'fe  may  be,  they  are  intended  only  as  pref.ig^s  of 
far  fevertr  calamities/' 

"  You,  my  beloved  friend?,  wnl  ftand  in  need  of 
a  peculiar  degree  of  courage.  For,  previous  to  thcfe 
national  judgments,  the  moft  violent  perfccutions 
fnall  be  raifed  againft  you ;  fo  that  you  may  cxpedi-, 
in  my  fervice,  univerf.il  hatred,  ftripes,.  imprifon- 
ment,  and  death  it(elf»  Heieby,  Indeed,  an  honour  < 
will  be  conferred  upon  you.  While  you  are  called 
to  anfwer  for  yourfelves^  you  vv'ill  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  bearing  witnefs  to  the  truth  before  kings 
and  rulers  of  the  earth,  and  evincing  the  excellence 
of  your  principles*  You  may  tremble,  perhaps,. un- 
der an  apprehenfion,  tha^,  bca-'e  you  are  deftitute  of 
learning  and  eloquence,  ycu  fljll  not  be  able  to  vin- 
dicate nny  Gofpel,  as  ycu  ought,  and  may  therefore 
be  confounded  in  the  prefence  of  your  judges.  But 
you  need  not  be  anxious  on  this- account,  fmce  the 
Hqly  Ghoft  will  fupport  you,  and  furnilli  you  with 
proper  arguments  and  words  :  and  I  pledge  myfelf  to 
give  you  fuch  utterance  and  wifdom,  as  (hall  render 
you  fuperior  to  all  the  fubtlety  and  power  of  your 
enemies.'* 

"  This  fierce  oppofition  to  my  caufe  will  ftagger 
inany  of  its  profeffed  friends,  and  induce  them  to 
defert  it.  Through  the  fear  of  perfecution,  they  will 
apoftatife  from  the  truth,,  and  betray  their  neareft  re- 
lation?, who  ftedfaftly  maintain  it;  fo  that  one  bro- 
ther fhall  trcacheroufly  deliver  up  another  to  the 
hand  of  violence,  the  fatlier  his  fon,  the  children  their 
parents.  What,  then,  have  you  to  look  for,  but  ge- 
neral contempt  and  abhorrence  ?  Yet  a  peculiar  pro- 
tection, extending  even  to  your  minuted  concerns^ 
fhall  be  afForded  you ;  in  dependence  upon  which, 
you  may  pofi'eis  an  unibakea  rirmiiefs  and  compofure 
o£  mind." 

"  Many 
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"  Many  falfc  teachers,  alfo,  fhall  arife,  and  Tprcad 
fJeftrudlive  errors :  and,  through  the  prevalence  of 
iniquity,  not  a  few  of  thofe,  who  have  (hewn  much 
love  for  my  name^  fhall  decline  from  their  life  and 
zeal.  In  the  midft  of  fuch  difficulties,  you  may  be 
perplexed  and  ready  to  abandon  my  fervice :  but  I 
exhort  you  to  perfevcrc  through  all  extremities,  hav- 
ing refpe6l  to  the  glorious  rccompenfe  of  reward, 
-which  is  fet  before  you*  For  your  encouragement, 
I  affiire  you  that  your  word  (hall  not  be  incffe6liial, 
aiid  that  by  your  means,  weak  as  you  are,  the  Gofpel 
of  my  grace  (hall  be  promulgated  from  kingdom  ta 
kingdom,  and  make  its  way  again  ft  all  oppofition, 
to  every  nation  of  the  known  world.  After  that 
event  the  end  (hall  come ;  the  Jewifh  ftate  (hall  be  • 
concluded,  the  city  and  temjrfe  laid  in  ruins,  and- 
both  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  polity  totally  de* 
ftroycd." 

*'  There  are,  likewife,  nearer  (igns,  and  certain 
attendant  circumflanccs  of.  this  approaching  devafta- 
tion,  which  you  will  carefully  remark*    According  ta 
Daniel's  prophecy*,  you  will  fee-the  Roman  armics- 
( properly  called  "  the  abomination  of  defolation,'*- 
as  being  deteftable  for  their  idolatry,  and  as  laying 
wafte  all  before  them)  ere(5ling  their  ftandards  upoi^ 
the  holy  ground,  and  invefting  Jerufalem.    Let  this  be 
confidered  as  a  fignal,  that  you  muft  immediately 
quit  the  place,,  which  is  about  to  be  demoliihed,  and 
retfeat  to  the  mountainous  part  of  the  country,  for 
the  prefer vation  of  your  lives.     Without  regarding 
your  fubftance  or  your  apparel^fly  upon  the  very  firft- 
notice,  with  the  utmoft  hafte ;  or  you  will  peri(h  in 
the  general  calamity,     Thefe  troubles  will  be  pecu- 
liarly diftreffing  toperfons  in  certain  fituations,  as  to- 
pregnant  wonien,  and  to  the  mother,  whofe  tender 
infant  ftill  hangs  upon  her  breaft.     It  will,  alfo,  be 

*  Oaa«  u«  %6» 
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dcfirablc  to  yourfelvcs,  that  your  departure  rray  not 
happen  in  the  winter  fcafon,  which  would  increafe  its 
difficulty,  or  on  the  labbarh  day,  as  it  would  grieve 
you  to  have  the  iacrcd  reft  interrupted  by  a  long 
journey.'* 

*^  As  to  thrs  unhappy  people,  who  are  devoted  ta 
dcftru(Stion,  their  caf.*  will  be  moft  deplorable  indeed^ 
For  the  affiidtions,  which  await  theory  will  be  ex- 
treme, far  furpafling  every  inftance  that  has  yet  been 
known,  or  that  fhjll  occur  again.  A  moil  tre- 
mendous {laughter  will  take  place  among  them ;  and 
thofe,  who  efcape  the  edge  of  the  fword,  Qiall  be  dif- 
perfcd,  in  a  ftate  of  wretched  captivity,  among  all 
the  nations  of  the  v/orld.  Their  well- fortified  city 
ihall  be  razed  to  its  very  foandationr,  and  remain  ia 
the  poffcflion  of  the  Gentiles,  till  God's  appointed 
time  for  the  triumph  of  the  Gentiles  (hall  be  com- 
pleted. Should  the  horrid  carnage  and  devaftatioa. 
continue  long^  the  whole  Jewifli  race  would  be  quite- 
extirpated.  But  God,  who  ftill  retains  a  purpofe  of 
mercy  towards  them,  will  preferve  them  as  a  feparate 
people;  agreeably  to  that  declaration,  "  Deftroy  it 
Hot,  for  a  bleffing  is  in  it*.'* 

"  During  thefe  troubles,  many  deceivers  will, 
arife,  and,  under  the  aflumed  charader  of  the  Meffiah^. 
promit'e  deliverance.  By  fpecious  arts  and  uncom- 
mon operations,  they  will  obtain  much  credit;  and^ 
if  the  grace  of  God  did  not  prevent^  they  would  even 
pervert  from  the  truth  my  chofen  followers.  But 
you  are  required  ta  take  heed;  and  thefe  very  pre-, 
didlions  may  be  the  means  of  your  fecurity.  Be  not, 
therefore,  induced  to  join  any  vain  pretenders i  for 
the  calamities,  which  I  have  foretold,  are  unavoid- 
s^ble.  The  Son  of  Man  will  come,  as  he  hath  faid^ 
like  the  lightening,  v/hich.is  fudJen  and  terribl|^  in 
its  appeal  ance,  and  the  ftroke  of  which  caimot  be- 

t  ifo.  ixv  S.. 
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Vflrclcd  oflF.  He  will  come,  as  in  flaming  fire,  to 
plead  the  caufe  of  his  Gofpel,  and  to  inflict  exemplary 
vengeance  on  his  enemies.  Under  his  commifEori, 
the  Roman  fcJdiers,  bearing  the  eagle  on  their  ftan- 
dards,  ihail  fly  to  the  deflru<ftion  oF  this  devoted  na-i- 
tion,  as  the  dcvour'mg  eagles  to  their  prey.  The 
awful  defolation  (hall,  alio,  be  attended,  even  as  my 
final  advent,  with  many  furprifing  fights  in  the  hea- 
vens, and  by  great  commotions,  anguifh,  and  terroi" 
upon  the  earth," 

BefiTe  ue  proceed  further  with  our  L'^rd's  folemrt 
admonitiuns,  let  us  paufe  awhile,  and  rerloufly  r  edi- 
tute  on  thefe  prophecies,  fo  expreis  nnd  circumHan- 
tial  ;  for' they  deferve  our  mod  ean.eii  regard.  They 
are  fo  ftronp:,  as  to  be  fufficient  of  thcmiclves,  were 
there  no  other  evidcce,  to  prove  the  tiuth  of  the 
Oofpel.  If  the  events  hi.ve  nt>t  anf'.vcrcd  thefe  de- 
fcriptions,  then  may  Jcfus  be  rcjcftcd  as  a  bafe  im- 
poftor,  and  his  whole  fyltem  of  doctrine  derided,  as 
no  better  than  an  artful  fidion.  But,  if  indeed  what 
he  minutely  foretold  has  been  exactly  accompliftied, 
according  to  his  declarations,  what  fhall  we  fay? 
Can  there  a  doubt  remain,  concerning  his  million,  or 
the  refpec^  which  is  due  to  him  ? 

It  is  generally  allowed,  that  th'ofe  efFedte,  which 
are  clearly  and  undeniably  miraculous,  when  pro- 
duced in  fu['port  of  any  pofition,  are  a  full  and  in- 
contcftable  confirmation  of  it.  Now  prophecies  are 
no  other  than  miracles,  perhaps  the  moft  (Iriking, 
which  can  poiSbly  be  exhibited.  To  predi6t  future 
events,  which  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  conjeflure,  and 
which  at  the  time  appear  higldy  improbable;  to  do 
this  in  a  circumftantial  manner,  is  as  wonderful,  and 
as  plainly  fliews  a  divine  interpoiirion,  as  opening 
the  e-,cs  of  th:r  blind,  or  raifmg  the  dead  to  life.  Yet 
this  is  what  the  Saviour  has  done.  Nay,  he  has  de- 
livered fuch  prophecies,  as  yet  continue  to  be  ful- 
filled among  ourfclvcs.     Thefe,  therefore,  are  liice  a 
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ftanding  miracle,  and  afford  us  a  ftronger  atteftation 
of  his  Gofpel,  than  even  thofe  were  favoured  w^ith, 
who  both  iavi^  and  heard  him. 

He  declared,  as  we  have  remarked  upon  the  fubjc<9: 
before  us,  many  things  which  were  unlikely  to  take 
|)lace,  and  which  he  could  not  have  pointed  out 
by  any  human  acutenefs  or  penetration.  They  were, 
alfo,  moft  ofFenlive  to  the  people  around  him,  and 
iuch,  therefore,  as  impoftors,  whofe  grand  aim  is  to 
conciliate  favour,  never  would  have  aflerted.  Nor  is 
the  application  of  his  words  doubtful:  they  are  (6 
exprefs  and  particular,  as  to  feem  more  like  a  hiftory 
of  the  pafl,  than  a  predidion  of  the  future.  In  con- 
jirmation  of  this  remark,  we  appeal'to  thofe^  who  have 
related  the  facSs  as  they  really  happened.  Jofephus, 
a  Jewilh  writer,  is  in  this  view  one  of  the  flrongeft 
advocates  for  Chriftianity.  His  account  of  the  de- 
ftruction  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Romans,  which  he 
himfelf  beheld,  fo  exaftly  verifies  our  Lord*s  declara- 
tions, as  to  furnifh  the  beft  comment  upon  them :  and 
we  (hould  judge,  that  Jofephus  himfelf  was  raifed  up 
and  prefervcd  by  the  providence  of  God,  on  purpofc 
to  attefl  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel,  even  contrary  to  his 
own  intentions. 

It  would  be  unfa i table  to  our  contracted  plan  to 
produce  large  extra6l:s  from  hiftorians,  in  fupport  of 
the  words  of  Chrift,  or  to  give  a  diflin£l  expofition  of 
the  Evangelifts,  Bat  it  may  be  proper  to  fix  our 
regard  orj  a  few  remarkable  particulars,  which  cor- 
refpond  to  the  prediftions  before  us. 

The  temple  of  Jerufalem  has  been  deftroyed  by  the 
very  people,  whom  our  Lord  mentioned.  Yet  that 
event  was  unlikely,  confidering  the  peace,  which 
then  fubfifted,  and  the  flrength  of  the  fortrefs,  which 
was  generally  thought  impregnable.  Nor  was  it  the 
wifli  of  the  Romans  to  demolifh  it:  the  commander  • 
iffued  out  his  orders  and  laboured  earnei^ly  to  prevent 
it;  and  when  he  found  his  own  fchemes  baffled,  he 

was 
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"was  fo  ft  ruck,  as  to  declare,  that  the  Jews  mud  be 
under  the  avenging  hand  of  God.  All  the  preceding 
and  attendant  circumllancef,  alfo,  fell  out  as  Jefushad 
defcribed;  fach  as  feditions  fimines,  earthquakes, 
eclipfcs,  meteor?,  a  comet  which  refcmbled  a  flami.ig 
fword  hanging  over  Jerufalem,  and  contending  armies 
in  the  air :  fuch  alio,  were  the  imnienfe  daughter  of 
the  Jcw^,  and  the  entire  fjbjeclion  of  thofe,  who 
furvived  the  maflacre.  The  bare  relation  of  the 
extreme  diftrcfs  and  aBguifli,  generally  felt  on  that 
melancholy  occafion,  would  be  enough  to  draw  tears 
of  compaffion  from  the  moft  obdurate  enemy. 

The  remarkable  deliverance  of  the  Chriftianf, 
likcwifc,  fulfilled  our  Lord's  words.  For  many  of 
them,  obferving  the  appointed  fignal,  fled  from  the 
devoted  city,  and  were  refcued  from  deftru£lion. 
Thus  they  were  feparated,  as  the  Ifraelites  from  the 
midft  of  the  Egyptians  ;  and  **  their  lives  were  givtfn 
unto  them  for  a  prey." 

The  very  rapid  propagation  of  the  Gofpel,  which 
was  preached  in  all  thp  principal  nations  of  the 
icnown  world  before  Jerufalem  was  taken,  is  another 
.ftriking  faft,  which  proves  that  Jefus  is  a  true  prophet. 
Chriftian  churches  were  very  early  planted  in  various 
kingdoms  upon  the  ruins  of  idolatry;  which  muft 
have  previoufly  appeared  utterly  improbable,  and  can 
be  afcribed  only  to  the  divine  interpofition.  A 
dodrine,  very  oppofite  to  men's  carnal  affedlions,  and 
ftriking  at  the  root  of  all  the  religions  then  eftablifheJ, 
made  its  way  with  furprifing  energy,  in  fpite  of  all. 
human  wifdom  and  power,  which  were  employed  to 
oppofe  it.  JThe  inftruments,  alfo,  of  accompliihing 
this  work,  were  in  themfelves  fo  weak  and  contempt- 
ible, as  to  fbew  that  their  fucccfs  was  miraculous. 
They  were  indeed,  as  their  Lord  foretold,  univerfally 
iiated  and  perfecuted,  beyond  any  other  people,  for 
their  fyftem  of  faith;  yet  they  prevailed.  Now  this, 
being  the  completion  of  an  exprefs  prophecy,  funiiiljes 
a  ftrong  argument  for  the  authenticity  of  the  Gotf  e\. 
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In  the  fame  view,  we  appeal  to  the  dii])erfion  <^  t' 
Jews*  Their  city  and  temple  were  laid  in  ruins,  a; 
their  frequent  attempts  to  rebuild  them  have  turn 
to  their  greater  confufion.  Julian,  the  Rom; 
Emperor,  encoiiraging  them  to  it,  was  feveral  tim 
baffled  in  his  pre  fane  purpofe  by  the  eruption  of  ba 
of  fire  from  the  ^^arth,  which  confumed  the  artifice 
and  their  materials*  No  other  reafon  can  be  giv 
than  this,  that  God  will  not  fufFer  the  declaration 
his  Son  to  fail^  **  Jerufalem  fhall  be  trodden  dov 
of  the  Gentiles,"  for  a  determined  feafon.  T 
Jews,  therefore,  cannot  recover  the  holy  land  :  th 
ire  fcattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  for  abo 
feventeen  K  indred  years  have  not  been  able  either 
lexercife  their  religion,  or  to  maintain  aqy  civil  g 
vernment.  They  are  wonderfully  prefervcd  as  a  ( 
parate  people.  AH  other  ancient  nations  are  loj 
fince  extindi,  their  pofterity  being  mixed  and  loft 
the  general  ma(s  of  mankind.  But  the  Jews  incc 
porate  w'th  no  others;  they  remain  perfectly  unco 
nedled  with  the  various  communities,  where  they  a 
permitted  to  dwell,  and-  are  as  fo  many  witnefles 
the  truth  both  of  the  old  and  new  Teftam:nr,  f 
they  have  fulfilled  the  prophecies  iii  both. 

From  thefe  fcriptures  we  are  like  wife  led  to  expe 
their  future  reftoration,  which*  is  as  clearly  foretold 
their  difp:  rfion.  We  have  every  reafon,  therefore, 
believe,  that  it  fhall  certainly  be  accomplilhed,  wh' 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are  fulfilled."  Indee 
the  Jews  feem  to  be  preferved  in  their  prefent  diftin 
ftate,  f  >r  that  very  end  :  and,  whenever  their  retu 
fhall  take  place,  it  will  introduce  a  greater  enlarg 
ment  cf  the  Churrh,  than  has  ever  yet  Been  know 
'*  For  if  the  cafiing  awiy  of  them  be  the  reconcilii 
6{  the  world;  what  liiall  the  receiving  of  them  b 
but  life  from  the  dead  *  i" 

y 
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Yet,  while  we  mourn  for  the  prefent  bllndnefs  of 

Ifrad,  let  us  be  folicitous  for  ourfelves,  that  we  may 

uotdefpife  and  rejciS  the  Saviour,  as  they  have  done. 

We  trace  the  whole  of  their  unparalleled  calamities  to 

that  one  fin :  and  is  it  not  as  offenfive  to  God  in  us,  as 

in  the  Jews  ?  Will  it  not  infallibly  bring  down  upon 

tishis  fierce  indignation  ?  Can  we  be  fo  infatuated,  as 

to  {hew  a  contempt  for  the  Gofpel,  while  we  behold 

that  devoted  nation  marked  out  by  the  curfe  of  God 

for  this  very  reafon  ?  And  may  we  not  fear,  that  many 

readers,  with  an  external  profeilion  of  Chriftianity,  do 

not  pay  a  fcrious  regard  to  the  great  Prophet  of  our 

God,  but  make  light  of  all  his  gracious  propofals  i 

Shall    you,    then,    efcape    for    your  iniquity?    He, 

*'  whom  man  defpifetb,  whom  the  nation  abhorreth,'* 

cometh  to  devour  his  adverfaries,  by  a  deftruftion 

infimtelv  more,  tremendous  than  that  of  Jerufalem. 

And,  if  you  continue  to  refill  him,  how  will  you 

^  abide  die  day  of  his  coming  ?  how  will  you  dandy 

when  he  appearetfa  ?" 

Of  that  his  final  advent,  and  the  awful  folemnfties 
attending  i^  our  Lord  proceeded  to  warn  his  difciples, 
after  having  defcribed  his  appearance  to  take  ven« 
geance  on  the  Jewifh  nation.  He  was  evidently  led 
from  the  confideration  of  one  event  to  that  of  the 
other :  and,  many  of  the  concomitant  circumftances 
being  exadly  iimilar,  we  may  be  the  lefs  furprifed  at 
the  difficulty  of  deciding,  to  which  of  the  events  fome 
of  his  expreffions  are  to  be  referred.  They  may  be 
true  of  both;  or  they  may  be  applicable  to  one  in  a 
lower  fenfe,  and  to  the  other  in  a  more  exalted 
meaning.  Nor  fhould  this  be  objeSed  to,  as  it  is 
perfedtiy  agreeable  to  the  language  of  prophecy, 
cfpecially  when  any  occurrence  is  reprefented  as  the 
fign  or  earneft  of  iomething  more  remote*.    In  fuch 

*  "  Una  eademque  oratioi  difpari  knCn  accepta^  plures  fimul 
«<  CTentuSidisjunAoi  tempore)  natura  diffimiies,  drfignat/* 
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cafes  the  tranfition  is  frequently  made,  before  we -are 
aware;  and  the  former  fubje<ft  refumed,  which  feemed 
for  awhile  to  .be  dropped. 

The  deftru6tion  of  Jerufalem  is  a  pledge  to  us  of 
the  future  judgment.  As  the  Jewiih  polity  was  to- 
tally fubverted  immediately  after  the  calamities  men* 
tioned  above,  fo  Jefus  reminds  us,  that  he  will  come 
quickly,  to  put  an  end  to  the  prefent  frame  and  fyftem  of 
things.  When  all  thofe  preceding  difpenfations,  which 
^re  predidled,  fhall  be  fully  accompliftied,  the  whole 
febric  of  this  vifible  creation  {hall  be  {haken,  and  He 
will  appear  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  glorious  ma- 
jefty*  While  every  eye  (hall  fee  him,  an  inexpreffible 
conftern^tion  (hall  take  place  among  all  the  families  of 
the  earth,  and  ten  thoufand  times  teii  thoufand  fhall 
he  confounded  at  his  prefence,  A  feparation  fliall 
then  be  made.  As  he  refcued  his  faithful  difciples 
irom  the  Jewifli  devaftation,  fo  he  will  be  mindful  of 
all  Jiis  chofen  people,  and  preferve  them  amidft  the 
terrors  of  the  laft  day.  He  will  commiflion  his  An- 
gels to  gather  them  together,  and  conduft  them  to 
■glory.  O  joyful  hour  to  them,  who  are  redeemed  to 
God  from  the  earth  !  You,  who  have  fled  for  refuge 
to  the  Saviour,  may  welcome  his  approach,  and  rejoice 
stt  thofe  awful  events,  which  will  haften  the  confum* 
tnation  of  your  blifs.  In  the  profpeft  of  it,  you  may 
look  up  with  triumphant  exultation,  for  it  will  not  be 
long  delayed. 

Jefus  obferved  to  his  difciples,  that,  as  they  con- 
iidcred  the  firfl  budding  of  the  trees  as  intimations  of  the 
•jceturn  of  fummer,  fo  they  might  judge  from  the  hints 
which  he  gave  them,  when  the  important  change 
was  drawing  nigh.  He  aflured  them,  that  the 
holy  city  fhould  be  dcftroyed,  before  that  generation 
was  extinft.;  and  accordingly,  it  happened  in  about 
forty  years  from  that  time.  He  declared,  alfo,  that, 
^Aough  Ae  whole  frame  of  the  material  world  (hall 
jperj&j  not  one  particle  of  his  prophecies  fhall  fail. 
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The  final  diflblution  of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  things, 
then,  w  ill  certainly  take  place  ;  but  the  precife  time 
is  not  revealed,  for  it  remains  a  fecret,  not  to  be  dif- 
dofed,  in  the  mind  of  the  eternal  Father.  Yet,  if  no 
fuch  previous  warnings  be  afforded  us  cf  the  Jaft  day» 
as  of  the  defolation  of  Judea,  we  (houid  be  continually 
looking  forwards  to  it,  with  the  utmoft  folemnity  of 
mind.    . 

According  to  our  Lord's  admonitions,  his  appear- 
ance, whenfoever  it  fhall  be,  will  be  fudden  and  ter- 
rible: as  the  flood  f\*-cpt  away  the  generation  of 
Noah,  he  will  furprife  and  deftroy  many  in  the  midft  of 
their  worldly  occupations  and  fenfual  enjoyments. 
The  finners,  who  are  at  eafe,  (hall  inftantly  be  over- 
whelmed with  confufion  and  horror;  and  an  awful 
diftindtion  fhall  be  made  between  many  of  thofe,  who 
may  then  be  in  the  fame  houfe  or  field,  engaged  toge- 
ther in  the  fame  employment.  They,  who  are  moft 
intimately  united  upon  earth,  may  hereafter  be  parted 
afunder,  aiid  unalterably  appointed  to  different  ftates, 
as  they  may  differ  in  their  charafters.  "  One  fhall 
be  taken"  to  the  prefence,  the  glory,  and  the  throte 
of  God ;  "  and  the  other  left"  to  receive  the  due 
reward  of  his  deeds,  and  endure  the  fiercenefs  of  divine 
wrath. 

What  a  tremendous  fubjeil  is  this !  Can  we  forget 
it,  or  treat  it  with  levity  ?  Why  are  we  not  more 
affected  by  the  thought,  that  "  the  Judge  flandeth 
"  before  the  door?"  He  will  fummon  us  to  his  bar; 
and  we  muft  "  give  account  of  ourfelves  to'^Wm.*' 
How  (hall  we  abide  the  fcrutiny  of  that  ftrid  and 
impartial  trial  ?  We  hear  that  fome  fhall  be  feparated 
from  their  deareft  connexions  in  life,  and  configned 
to  a  place  of  mifery.  Does  not  this  excite  in  us  a 
holy  jealoufy  for  ourfelves,  and  roufe  us  to  enquire, 
what  is  to  be  done  ?  Let  us  liflen  to  our  Lord's  ap- 
plication, in  which  he  exhorts  us  toaferious  and  con- 
tinual prawr^a/zc^iJ  /orJjis  coming. 
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Is  It  an  unqueftionablc  truth,  that  **  He  will  Judge 
the  world  in  righteoufnefs?**  And  is  the  time  un- 
-ccrtain?  How  proper  is  the  inference,  "  Watch  ye 
•  therefore — take  heed  to  yourfelves— and  pray  sJ- 
^ays — be  ye  ready!"  Keep  at  a  diftance  from 
every  thing,  which  would  expofe  you  to  his  difplea- 
fure,  or  be  inconfiftent  with  aui  habitual  expedition 
of  his  advent.  Beware,  left  on  any  occafion  your 
hearts  be  opprefled  by  intemperance  or  an  inordinate 
attention  to  fecular  affiiirs ;  for  thefc  would  bring  a 
ftupor  upon  you,  and  thus  prevent  you  from  poffeffing, 
^s  you  ought,  a  conftant  readinefs  to  meet  your  Lord. 
~Ah !  how  many  will  be  found  in  fuch  a  thoughtlefs 
ilate,  that  thev  will  be  furprifed  and  overwhelmed 
with  horror  at  nis  appearance  !  It  is  neceffary,  there- 
fore, that  you  exercife  an  unceafing  vigilance  and 
^ircumfpcdion,  if  you  would  efcape  the  confufion  and 
inifery,  which  they  will  endure. 

How  carefully  do  you  guard  your  habitations  againft 
•defigns  of  violence  in  the  night  feafon !  If  you  had 
any  reafon  to  apprehend  an  auault  from  robbers,  you 
would  not  dare  to  compofe  yourftlves  to  fleep.  6e- 
caufe  you  know  not  the  particular  hour,  wnen  the 
attack  may  be  made,  you  will  take  fuch  previous 
tneafures,  as  to  be  prepared,  O  be  wife  for  eternity ! 
IShould  your  Loid^ome  upon  you  unawares,  the  con- 
sequence would  be  infinitely  more  terrible,  than  the 
ranfacking  of  your  houfes  by  thieves.  Therefore 
ftand  iipon  your  guard. 

Your  prefent  litqation  in  the  Church  of  Chrift  is 
like  that  of  fervants  and  fte wards,  to  whom  their 
mafter^  upon  his  departure,  hath  intrufted  the  affairs 
of  his  family,  and  ailigned  their  proper  employment. 
It  (hould  be  your  concern,  then,  to  be  faithful  and 
diligent,  attending  to  your  appointed  work,  that,  when 
your  Lord  returns,  he  may  find  you  occupied  in  your 
place,  and  you  may  give  up  your  accounts  with  joy. 
If  fuch  be  your  readinefs  to  meet  him,  you  will  be  in- 
conceivably 
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conceivably  blefled.  Marks  of'diftmguiflied  honour, 
and  the  poffeflion  of  an  everlafting  kingdom,  wiil  be 
conferred  upon  you.  Will  not  the  profpe6t  of  that 
glory  fupport  and  comfort  you  in  all  your  difficulties^, 
and  animate  you  to  greater  exertions  of  felf  deniaKani 
holy  zeal  ? 

How  ftrange  is  that  indifference  which  men  difco- 
ver  about  their  eternal  ftate!  Many,  evidently,  re* 
femble  the  treacherous  and  wicked  ferrant,  who,, 
prefuming  upon  his  mafter's  longer  abfence,  negle£ls 
and  abufes  his  trufl  by  oppreflion  and  intempe-- 
ranee. 

Being  furprifed  in  his  folly,  and  unexpeftedl/ 
called  to  account,  he  will  be  puniibed  with  fcvereft 
vengeance.  O  do  not  thus  flatter  yourfelves,  that,, 
.becaufe  death  and  judgment  may  be  far  diftant,  you 
may  fafely  indulge  in  fenfual  exceffes !  Your  Lord 
may  come,  when  you  are  leaft  aware,  while  you  are 
totally  engroffed  with  pleafurable  fchemes :  and  then 
what  terror  and  anguifh  would  overwhelm  your 
guilty  fouls  !  As  he  will  be  inexorable,  "  he  will  cut 
you  afunder,  and  appoint  you  your  portion  with  the 
iiypocrites ;  there  (hall  be  weeping  and  gnafhing  of 
teeth." 

But  were  thefe  foFemn-exhortations  of  Jefus  defigned 
for  you  ?  Yes :  he  himfelf  has  made  the  application- 
univerfal;  for  he  declared,  *'  Whatirayuntoyou,Ifay 
unto  all.  Watch.'*  O  live  in  a  conftant  mindfulnefs 
of  that  word !  Fly  to  him  for  mercy,  before  he  come 
to  execute  judgment;  and  feek  for  the  renewing 
influence  of  bis  Spirit,  that  "  you  may  walk  worthy 
of  the  Lord  unto  all  plearing/'  Then  fhall  you  be 
able  to  meet  him  at  the  laft  with  that  triumphant 
acclamation,  "  Lo,  this  is  our  God,  we  have  waited 
for  him,  and  he  will  fave  us :  this  is  the  Lord,  we 
have  waited  for  him,  we  will  be  glad,  and  rejoice  ia* 
bis  falvation*."     Amen. 

C  3,  "XL'SXi'S^ 
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^ejus  enforced  the  duty  of  preparing  for  his  comings  by 
the  parables  of  the  ten  virgins^  and  of  the  talents^ 
and  then  gave  a  particular  defcription  of  the  lajl 
judgment. 

The  Son  ofman  will  come  again,  but  not  as  in  the 
days  of  his  humiliation.  He  will  come,  not  as  "  a 
man  of  forrows,"  but  as  "  the  Lord  of  glory;" 
i\ot  to  offer  himfelf  a  facrifice,  but  to  execute  judg- 
ment ;  not  to  contend  with  the  oppofition  of  finners, 
but  to  manifeft  the  charafter,  and  determine  the  ever- 
lafling  condition^  of  each  individual  in  the  whole 
human  race.  He  himfelf  has  told  us,  that  he  will 
return  for  thefe  very  purpofes,  and  we  profefs  to  ex- 
peAit.  "  What  manner  of  perfons,"  then,"  ought 
we  to  be  in  all  holy  converfation^  and  godlinefs, 
looking  for  and  hailing  unto  the  coming  of  the  day 
of  God*!" 

We  have  already  contemplated  the  Saviour,  as  he 
fat  upon  the  mount  of  Olives,  foretelling  his  final  ad- 
vent, and  exhorting  his  difciples  to  make  a  fuitable 
preparation.  We  ihall  now  confider  the  conclufion 
of  his  folemn  addrcfs  on  the  fame  occafion,  in  which 
he  gives  ftronger  and  fublimer  reprefentations  of  that 
grand  event,  iand  enforces  the  duty  of  conftant  watch- 
fiilnefs  and  diligent  application  to  our  proper  work. 
May  we  proceed  to  the  interefting  fubjedt  with  true 

i*^  2  Pet.  ill.  II,  12. 

fcrioufnefs 


JESUS   CHRIST.  Jl 

fo'oufnefs  of  mind,  and  with  fervent  prayer,  that  it 
may  produce  its  due  influence  upon  us  ! 

By  an  affecting  parable,  Jefus  exhibited  the  prefent 
htQ  of  things  in  his  vifible  Church,    the  different 
eliara6ters    of  its   members,    and    the   different   re- 
ception  they  will    meet  wllh  from  him  at  the  laft 
day*.     Ten  virgins  are  defcribed  as  at-tending  at  the 
celebration  of  a  marriage,  and  preparing  to  meet  the 
bridegroom,  that  they  may  condu<ft  his  bride  by  thfe 
light  of  their  lamps,  according  to  the  ancient  cultom 
©f  nuptials  in  the  eaft.     The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
Bridegroom  here  fignified,  who  will  fhortly  come  td 
complete  the  union  with  his  illuftrious  fpoufe,  and 
receive   her  to  his  own  glorious  kingdom.     In  the 
mean  time,  all   thofe,  who  profefs  the  Gofpel,   are 
required  to  hold  themfelves  in  a  ft.itc  of  readinefi?, 
that  they  may  obey  his  fummons,    ani  accompany 
-him   on    that   occafion   to   his    heavenly    manfions. 
Such  was  the  office  of  the  virgins  :   ah  !    how  widely 
did  they  differ  from  each  other!    "  Five  of«  them 
were    wife,    and    five    were  foolifh.'*      Yet    this 
difference  was  not  eafily  difcernible  till  the  clofing 
fcene.     They  all  took  their  lamps,  as  if  they  were 
.properly  prepared  to  attend  upon  the  bridegroom,  and 
waited  for  his  appearaqce.     But  the  wife  only  were 
furnifbed   with  oil,   fufficient  to  fupply  their  lamps, 
when  their  original  flock  fhould  be  exhaufted.     The 
fbolifh  provided  not  for  a  future  hour :  they  were 
Satisfied  with  juft  fo  much,  as  would  afford  them  light 
for  the  prefent. 

An  apt  refemblance  is  here  exhibited  of  an  awful 
diflindtion^  which  really  fubiifl»  among  the  pretended 
followers  of  Chrifl,  however  it  may  now  be  conceal* 
ed  from  us  by  fpecious  difguifes.  Such  as  are  evi- 
dently carelefs,  and  have  not  even  the  fhew  of  pietyj 
come  not  under  the  defcription  of  the  parable.  Their 
danger  is  too  manifefl  to  be  doubted.     But  of  thofe, 

•  Matt,  xxf,  I,  &c. 
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feem  to  be  ftriftly  religious,  and  warmly  attachccf  te 
the  fcrvice  of  Chri{^,  all  poflcfs  not  the  fame  holy 
principle  in  their  heart?.  Some  only  are  truly 
**  wife  unto  falvation/'  being  inwardly  what  their 
external  profeflion  imports.  They  have  received 
Ibrgivenefs  of  their  fins^  and  are  fenewed  in  righteouf-  ' 
nefs,  fo  that,  whenever  their  Lcrd  fhall  come,  they 
will  be  found  an  acceptable  people  in  his  fight.  The 
vital  and  operative  influence  of  divine  grace  dwells 
within  them,  which  is  their  fecurity  for  a  future  day : 
by  this  they  perfevcrc  to  the  end,  and  therefore  will  be 
laved. 

Others,  alas  f  with  fair  appearances  deceive  both 
themfelves'  and  the  Church  around  them.  They 
.*'  have  a  form  of  godlincfs,"  which  procures  thera 
cfteem ;  and  with  this  they  are  content.  They  may 
be  regular  in  their  condudl;  and  even  blamelefs  before 
.men,  zealous  for  right  do£lrines,  and  firidt  in  all  ex- 
ternal obfervances  of  religion.  Yet  they  are  **  fool- 
i(h,"  in  neglefting  to  loek  forward  and  provide 
for  death  and  judgment.  They  may  make  a  glitter- 
ing {hew  for  the  prefent;  but  pofleffing  not  "  the 
new  heart  and  the  new  fpirit,"  nor  being, truly 
united  to  Chrift,  they  cannot  endure  the  approaching 
trial,  or  be  "  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance 
of  the  faints  in  light."  The  Lord  alone  can  in- 
fallibly difcern  this  great  diiFerence  between  perfons, 
whofe  profeffions  and  appearances  are  the  fame :  but 
it  becomes  us  to  fearch  ourfelves,  for  our  charadler 
and  ftate  will  foon  be  determined  for  ever. 

Through  the  delay  of  the  bridegroom,  the  virgins 
were  all  tempted  to  indulge  in  fleep,  fo  that  they  were 
ofF  their  guard,  and  none  of  them  watched  as  they 
ought  to  have  done.  Ah  !  what  remiflTnefs  and  flupor 
do  we  perceive  among  real  as  well  as  nominal  Chrif- 
tians!  While  death  and  judgment  are  thought  at  a 
diftance,  do  we  not  fink  down  into  a  fpiritual  languor 
and  fupinencfs  ?  Have  not  worldly  cares  and  fenfual 

gratifications 
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gntifications  a  tendency  to  deprive  our  fouls  of  their 
proper  vigour  and  adlivitv?  We  fleep,.when  we 
ought  to  be  awake,  and,  inftead  of  waitirig  to  meet 
our  Lord,  have  need  to  be  roufed  from  our  lethargy. 
That  this  (hould  be  the  cafe  with  thofe>  who  pof&fs 
not  the  power  of  godlinefs,  is  no  wonder.  But  it 
is  ftrange  indeed,  that  true  believers  Aiould  fall  into 
fuch  a  torpor:  and  yet  few  even  of  them  preferve 
that  heavenly  A'ame  of  mind,  which  coiififts  in  za* 
habitual  looking  for  the  Saviour. 

The  approach  of  the  bridegroom  was  at  length 
announced.     The  folemn  fummons  was  proclaimed 
at  midnight,.  "  Behold  the  bridegroom  cometh,  go- 
ye  out  to  meet  him."     The  virgins  arofe,  and  im- 
mediately endeavoured  to  put  themfelves  in  a  ftate 
oCreadinefs.     And  now,  the  foolifli  difcovered  their' 
owii  negligence  and  deficiency;  but  it  was  too  late 
to  find  a  remedy.     Their  lamps  were  entirely  gone 
out.     In  vain  they  implored  a  fupply  of  oil  from  the 
wife,  who  had  no  more  than  was  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  themfelves.     In  vain  they  attempted  to  purchafe. 
The  warning  was  too  fliort:  the  bridegroom  was  at 
hand*.    They  only,  who  were  wife,  were  prepared" 
to  meet  him,  and  admitted  to  partake  of  ihe  mar- 
riage feaft.     "  The  door  was  fliut,"  to  the  exclufiori. 
of  all  others:     though   the    foolifh   earneftly    foli- 
cited  to  be  received,  they  were  rejedled  with  abhor- 
rence*. 

How  awful  will  be  the  notice  of  death  and  judgment! 
Muft  it  not  effeftually  roufe  and  awaken  every  friil: 
of  man?  "  The  hypocrites  in  Zion"  will  be  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  confter nation  and  horror,,  when  Ihey  • 
perceive  their  real  ftate,  and  find  that  their  former 
light  of  fiilfe  profeffion  and  falfa  hope  is  entirely  ex- 
tinguiftied,  and  that  it  will  then  profit  them  nothing:. 
When  they  are  about  to  be  fummoned  to  the  bar  of 
God,  they  may  try,  perhaps,  to  make  preparation, 
and  call  on  all  around  to  help  them.     But  in  vain: 
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their  day  of  grace  is  expired,  and  no  further  mere 
to  be  obtained.  They  muft  be  taken  away,  as  t 
are,  nor  can  they  be  admitted  into  the  heavenly  ki 
dom,  however  they  may  ''  cry  with  a  great  and 
ceeding  bitter  cry.'*  Alas!  to  what  purpofe 
they  maintained  a  profeflion  of  religion  fo  lo 
Their  formal  fervices,  their  cold  and  hypocritical 
tendance  upon  religious  ordinances  will  then  ap[ 
utterly  unavailing.  No  fuch  petition,  as  "  L 
Lord,  open  to  us,"  will  be  accepted :  they  are 
eluded  for  ever. 

But  thofe,  who  have  been  *'  found  in  the  fail 
will  be  unfpeakably  bleffed.     They  may  be  overta 
in  a  ftate  of  very  culpable  negligence,  yet  not 
the  infincere.     Notwithftanding  their  failures 
declenfions,  they  preferve  a  fupreme  love  to  God 
an  habitual  union  with  Chrift.     They  are,  theref 
,;iaually  "  ready,"  though  they  may  be  furprifed 
frame  of  mind,  not  fo  lively  and  fpiritual,  as  t 
ought  at  all  times  to  poffefs.     Upon  the  firft  intii 
tions  of  their  Lord's  approach,  they  may  be  perpl 
ed ;  biit  they  are  fafe  :  they  fhall  enter  with  him 
his  kingdom,  and  fit  down  at  his  table.     O  ^^  b1 
ed  are  they  which  are  called  unto  the  marriage  i 
per  of  the  Lamb  *  I"   • 

Jefus  has  taught  us  to  make  a  proper  applicai 
of  the  parable.  As  we  know  not  at  what  hour 
fhall  be  fummoned  to  meet  him,  we  fliould  main 
a  conftant  vigilance,  and  wait  in  a  ftate  of  prep; 
tion  for  his  appearance.  Let  us  feek  for  his  pard 
ing  and  renewing  grace,  through  the  merit  of 
blood  and  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft:  and, 
ing  thus  reconciled  to  God,  "  let  us  watch 
be  fober."  If  weexpe(3  the  coming  of  our  L 
what  have  we  to  do  with  felf« indulgence  ?  O  " 
us  not  fleep  as  do  others,"  nor  be  content  me 

*  Rev«  xix.  9* 
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toefcape  condemnation,  but  "  give  diligence,  tha^ 
^11  entrance  may  be  miniftered  unto  us  abundantly, 
into  the  everlafting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift* !" 

He  continued  to  warn  his  difciples  of  the  laft 
judgment,  and  by  another  parabie  urged  the  necef- 
iity  of  aftivity  in  his  fervice,  as  in  that,  which  we 
have  juft  confidered,  he  had  inculcated  a  holy  watch- 
fulnefs.  One,  of  a  fimilar  nature  and  tendency,  had 
been  delivered  before  f  ;  but  we  need  not-be  anxious 
to  avoid  a  repetition  of  inftru£lions  fo  important. 

A  perfon  of  rank  and  property  is  reprefented,  as  de- 
parting to  a  diftant  country,  and  previoufly  commit- 
.ting  the  care  of  his  fubftance  to  his  fervants,  that 
they  may  improve  it  for  his  ufe.      He  diftributed 
his  efFeAs  among  them  in  fhares  of  different  value, 
in  the  proportion  of  five  talents,  two,  and  one,  ac- 
cording to  their  refpecStive  ability.     Thus,  alfo,  Je- 
.fus  deals  with  his   Church.     He   is  the  great  Lord 
and  Proprietor  of  all ;  and,  as  every  thing  is  derived 
from  him,  every  thing  (hould  be  employed  with  a 
view  to  his  glory.     He  is  gone  into  heaven ;  but 
thofe,  who  are  called   by  his  name,  are  required,  in 
his  abfence,  to  manage  his  concerns.     All  our  pof- 
feflions,  advantages,  and  opportunities,  our  natural 
capacities,  and  the  gifts  of  providence,  wliich  we  en- 
joy,  are  granted  to  us,    not  as  our  own  abfolute 
right,  but  as  a  temporary  truft.     We  are  enjoined 
to  turn  them  to  the  beft  account  poflible,  as  perfons 
in  trade,  that  we  may  promote  the  honour  of  God 
and  the  advancement  of  true  religion.  Thiscannotbe 
effedledwithoutgreatexertionsand  un  wearied  afliduity. 
.     -What,  then,  was  the  condudl  of  thefe  fervants-? 
-The   two,   who  had  received   moft,    improved  and 
even  doubled  their  ftock,  by  a  diligent  appUciition  : 
,but  -the  man,  to  whom  the  one  talent  was  committed, 
being  fecretly  difaffefted  to  his  mafter,  refufed  to 
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make  any  ufc  of  it  whatever.  Our  Lord  meant  not 
to  intimate,  that  thofe,  who  are  placed  in  the  moil 
eminent  fituations,  are  moft  faithful  and  laborious 
in  doing  his  work  j  for  fafl:  and  experience  often 
prove  the  contrary.  But  the  reprefentation  was  ra- 
ther intended  to  teach  us,  that  they,  who  enjoy  the 
fewefl  advantages,  are  accountable  to  him.  Blefled 
be  God,  there  are  thofe  in  his  Church,  who  move 
in  the  higheft  and  moft  enlarged  fphere  with  credit 
to  their  profeffion,  and  extenfive  benefit  to  others., 
They,  who  are  truly  devoted  to  him,  and  live  under 
the  influence  of  his  grace,  cannot  allow  themfclves 
in  habitual  indolence.  Their  heart's  defire  is  to 
embrace  every  opportunity  and  exert  all  their  facul- 
ties, that  they  may  render  themfelves  of  real  ufe  in 
their  generation.  Do  we  aniWer  this  defoription  ? 
Are  there  not  many  among  us,  who,  with  peculiap 
gifts,  are  doing  nothing,  or  nothing  to  thepurpofe? 
And  is  it  not  dlfgraceful  to  be  as  drones,  an  incum- 
brance, inftead  of  a  bleffing,  to  foeiety  ?  Or  is  no 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  fuch  a  condudt  ?  Let 
us  attend  to  the  iffue. 

The  fervants  were  continued  in  their  truft  for  a 
confiderable  time ;  but  at  length  their  mafter  return- 
ed, and  called  them  to  a  fl:ri(9:  account.  Thus,  in 
due  feafon,  Jefus  will  be  revealed  from  heaven,  and 
it  v/ill  be  one  great  end  of  his  appearance,  to  reckon 
with  us.  Yes  :  he  will  demand  of  us,  and  it  will  be 
publicly  declared,  what  has  been  our  plan  of  Ijfe,  in 
what  manner  we  employed  the  depofit,  which  he  left 
under  our  care. 

The  diligent  and  faithful  fervants  were  diftinguifhed 
by  their  lord's  approbation,  and  received  a  large  re- 
Vompenfe*  They  reprefented,  with  humble  grati- 
tude, what  he  had  enabled  them  to  do.  They 
owned  his  goodnciV,  and  gave  him  the  praife.  With 
kind  condefcenfion,  he  inftantly  applauded  theit 
fij^liiy,  and;r^warde(J  their,  exertions  with  a  propor- 
tionable 
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rionaWe  Ihare  of  preferment.     Such  will  be  the  ft- 
vouraWe  acceptance,  which  believers,  who  have  Uv-*» 
cdnot  unto  themfelves,  but  unio  Jefus  their  exalted 
Mafter,  fliall  meet  with  from  him  at  his  final  advents 
They  are  indebted  to  him  for  their  whole  Cdvation-^ 
and  they  will  acknowledge  their  beft  obedience  to 
be  the  fruit  of  his  love.     This,  however,  he  deter- 
mines to  exhibit  before  the  afiembled  univerfe,  for 
his  own  honour  as  well  as  for  their  ha^pinefs.     He 
inll  declare  himfelf  well  plealed  in  their  upright  and 
zealous  endeavours  to  promote  his  glory,  and  aJSign 
them  a  portion  of  the  felicities  of  his  kingdom.     It 
fhould,  alfo,  be  remarked  as  an  inftance  and  proof 
of  his  mercy,  no  lefs  than  of  his  righteoufnefs,  that 
he   will  approve  in   his    people   thofe   very  works^. 
which   they  performed  only  by  the  influence  of  his 
Spirir,  and  that  he  will  beftow  upon  them  rewards^ 
adjuded  to  the  various  degrees  of  their  faithfulnefs 
and  afiiduity. 

What,  then,  became  of  the  flothful  fervant^ 
He  feems  to  have  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  was  fafe, 
atleafty  if  not  worthy  of  commendation,  becaufe  he 
had  not  fquandered  away  the  money  committed  td- 
him.  He  prefumed  even  to  vindicate  his  conduft 
by  the  m oft  injurious  reprefentatfons  of  his  maftel"^. 
as  requiring  what  was  fevere,  unreafonable,  unjufty 
or  impoffible.  But  his  very  pleas  were  urged  againfr 
him,  and  formed  the  ground  of  his  condemnation  j. 
for  they  (hewed  his  bafenefs,  inconfiftency,  and  ma- 
lignant difpoiition  towards  his  lord.  He  was,  accord-, 
ingly,  turned  out  with  di%race  from  the  truft  which 
he  had  abufed>  and  fentenced  toi  a.  ftate  of*  endlefes 
imprifonment  and  cor.iunimate  wretchednefs. 

This  is  an  awful  defcription  of  the  prefent  cha-- 
rafter  and  final  doom  of  thofe,  who  are  "  idle  and 
unfruitful  in  -the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Ghrifl."  Poffibly, ' they  nrtay  have  the  moft  con- 
fident   expe6lations    of   efcaping  punifliment,    be- 
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Gaufc  their  behaviour  is  inofFenfive ;   and  they  mtj 
hot   be  undeceived,    till  they  are  called   to  give  up 
their  accounts.      But  then,  no  one  will  be  excufed, 
merely  bccaufe  he  has  done  no  harm,  even  if  that 
were  true.       It  will  be    enquired,  how  much  real 
and    pofitive    good    has    been    effeded.      Do  any 
dare  to  hope,  that  the  great  difficulties  of  a  religious 
life,  for  which  their  ftrength  is  unequal,  will  juftify 
their  indolence?  They  (hould  be  reminded,  that  the 
more  arduous  their  work  appears,  the  more  ftfenuous 
exertions  are  neceflary,  and  that  the  weaknefs,  of  which 
they  complain,  is  not  to  be  charged  upon  God,  as  it  is 
no  other  than  their  own  extreme  depravity,  a  con- 
firmed hatred  of  God  and  holinefs.     Their  notions 
that  the  obedience,  which  God  requires,  is  unpleafant, 
impradlicable,  and  a  tyrannical  impofitiony  are  falfe, 
and  evince  a  deep  malignity  of  mind.     Thefe,  there- 
fore,, will  be  produced  againft  them  to  their  entire 
confufion.     Even  on  their  own  principles,  their  con- 
duQ:  fliould  be  far  different  >  and,  whatever  they  may 
talk  of  their  inability,  they  will  be  condemned  for  their 
•negligence.     To  be  "  flothful,*'  in  the  language  of 
the  parable,  is  to  be  ''  wicked  5"  and  thofe  who  ar^ 
*'  unprofitable,"  ufelefs  in  their  place  and  generation, 
ihall  be  finally  excluded  from  God  and  happinefs^  and 
configned  to  everlafting  torment  and  defpair;  where 
they  may  for  ever  bewail  their  folly,  hut  muft  con- 
tinue to  feel  its  effeils  in  a  ftate  of  unutterable  an- 
•guifti. 

The  proper  conclufion,  then,  is,  that  the  prefent 
life  is  not  a  time  for  loitering.  You  muft  expe^^  the 
xeturn  of  your  Lord  to  reckon  with  you ;  and,  there- 
fore, you  muft  not  only  wait  for  him,  but  diligently 
^pply  to  his  work.  It  is  not  enough,  that  you  avoid 
grofs  and  fcandalous  offences,  or  be  harmlefsin  fociety. 
If  no  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  are  produced,  no  glory 
brouglH  to  God,  no  benefit  accrue  to  his  Church, 
•  through  your  labours  of  feith  and  love,  you  muft  bear 

-  that 
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that  tremendous  fentence,  **  Caft'ye  the  unprofitable 
iervant  into  outer  darknefs :  there  (hall  be  weeping 
and  gnafliing  of  teeth." 

Jefus  proceeded  to  enforce  thefe  awful  admonitions 
in  the  mod  explicit  terms,  without  the  obfcurity  of  a 
parable,  defcribing  his  future  advent,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  laft  judgment  will  be  conduced.  The 
pailage,  as  it  ftands  in  the  Evangelift,  is  fingularly 
fublime  and  afFe6ting«  It  fcts  before  us  a  fcene  the 
moil  grand  and  interelling,  which  can  poffiblybe  con- 
ceived. All  in  heaven,  and  all  on  earth  are  convened 
together,  (an  immenfe,  and  innumerable  company!) 
while  their  Creator  and  their  Governor,  taking  his 
feat  upon  a  throne  of  glorious  majefty,  enters  into  a 
ftri£t  examination  of  every  human  chara<3er,  and 
appoints  to  all  the  children  of  Adam  their  proper 
places,  either  in  happinefs  or  mifery  for  ever.  We 
are  here,  then,  obliged  to  confider  ourfclves  before  the 
great  tribunal,  in  the  midft  of  the  alTembled  uni- 
verfe- 

Every  eye  is  fixed  upon  the  perfon  of  the  Judge. 
It  is  "  the  Son  of  man,"  who  aflumed  our  nature, 
and  once  dwelt  among  us  in  a  ftate  of  profound  hu- 
miliation. Then,  how  different  his  advent!  He 
comes  with  fupreme  authority,  and  difplays  the  bright- 
nefs  and  perfeftions  of  Deity,  That  will  be  the  time 
of  his  public^  manifeftatlon,  whea  the  dignity  and 
excellency  of  his  charafter,  which  were  obfcured 
during  his  refidence  on  the  earth,  will  be  known  and 
confefled  by  all.  And  are  we  not  conftrained  from 
the  very  defcription  before  us  to  own,  that  Jefus  is 
"  the  Lord  of  glory,"  "  over  aU,  God  bleffed  for 
ever?"  Confidering  the  grandeur  of  his  appearance, 
and  his  illuftrious  retinue,  attended  as  he  will  be  by 
all  the  holy  Angels;  confidering,  too,  the  nature  of 
his  office,  which  implies  that  he  pofieiTcs  no  lefs  than 
omnifcience,  and  a  fovereign  power  of  determining  the 
final  ftate  of  all  mankind,  and  of  clofihg  the  gates  of 
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heaven  and  hell  for  ever ;  we  cannot  hefitate  to  con- 
clude that  he  is  Jehovah.  O  let  us  give  him,  what 
he  is  worthy  to  receive,  our  unfeigned  and  fupreme- 
reverence,  confidence,  love,  and  obedience.  Let 
"  every  knee  how  at  his  name,  and  every  tongue 
confefs,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  Lord.'* 

The  whole  human  race  are  gathered  together  before 
him,  and  ftand  to  take  their  trial  at  his  tor.  But  his 
alUdifcerning  eye  feparates  them  into  two  clafles^ 
according  to  their  charafters ;  and  in  this  divifion  he 
cannot  poflibly  be  miftaken.  His  faithful  "people,  • 
who  have  owned  him  as  their  Shepherd,  and  who 
were  redeemed  and  defended  by  him  as  the  fheep  of ' 
his  flock,  are  placed  on  his  right  hand ;  and  on  his 
left  are  all  thofe,  who  have  continued  in  oppofTtion  ta 
him,  in  the  uncleannifs  of  their  natural  corruption^, 
and  who  are  therefore  hateful  in  his  fight. 

Theh  with  a  folemnity  and  majefty,  which  no 
words  can  defcribe,  he  proceeds  to  pafs  the  irrevocable^ 
fentence.  The  King  of  glory  fpeaks,  declaring  his 
afFeftionate  regard  for  thofe  on  his  right  hand,  as 
being  dear  to  his  Father  and  diftinguiflbed  by  his 
grace.  He  welcomes  them  to  his  prefence,  and  com- 
mands them  to  enter  into  the  immediate  poiTeffion  of 
that  inheritance,  which  had  been  originally  appointed 
for  them  in  the  divine  counfels.  Yet,  as  that  is 
"  the  day  of  the  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment 
of  God,"  he  juftifies  his  favour  to  them,  and  proves 
undeniably  the  equity  of  his  difpenfations.  To  this 
end  he  produces  to  public  view  the  works  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  which  they  have  performed  through  faith,  and 
from  love  to  his  name.  Their  afls  of  kindnefs  in  re-- 
lieving  and  comforting  his  affli6led  and  oppreffed^ 
people,  he  exhibits  as  an  evidence,  that  they  are  the 
very  perfons,  to  whom  the  promifes  are  made.  They 
themfelves,  it  fliould  feem,  would  not  prefume  to 
mention  their  beft  exertions  in  his  fervice  :  thefe  do- 
notconftitute.thjB  ground  of  their  dependence.     N^,. 

they. 
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tfieycxprefs  their  admiration,  that  He  (hould  fpeak,  in 

terms  of  fuch  honourable  regard  and  approbation,  of 

their  obedience  and  zeal,  which  they  hadfcarcely  been 

^   confcious  of,  or  had  thought  unworthy  of  his  notice* 

But  he  confirms  the  fentence,  and  gracioufly  declares 

that  he  accents  and  recompenfes- what  they  have  done 

for  the  meaneft  member  of  his  Church,  as  if  it  were 

done  to  himfelf. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving 
are  filled  with  horror  and  difmay,  waiting  to  receive 
their  doom.  The  King  Omnipotent  turns  to  them, 
and,  to  evince  his  holy  indignation  at  the  bafenefs  of 
their  conduct,  bids-  them  to  depart  from  him,  under 
the  weight  of  his  curfe,  into  a  ftate  of  endlefs  torments 
There  they  muft  be  companions  of  thcfe  apoflate 
fpirits,  the  Devil  and  his  angels,  with  whom  they  were 
confederate  in  rebellion.  Nor  is  this  the  decree  x>f  a 
mercilefs  tyrant,  but  the  appointment  of  a  righteous 
Judge.  Accordingly,  he  proceeds  to  bring  forth  the 
firongeft  evidence  againft  them,  and  proves  from 
their  difobedience,  unbelief,  and  contempt  of  his 
name,  that  they  deferve  this  heavy  condemnation. 
Their  negleft  of  thofe  duties  of  mercy,  which  he  in- 
difpenfably  requires  as  the  fruits  of  faith  and  love, 
clearly  manifefts  their  charaSer,  and  juftifies  his 
decijion.  Many  of  them  in  this  life  appear  not  to  be 
fenfible  of  their  guilt,  and  even  rife  up  in  their  own 
vindication :  but  if,  at  that  day,  they  (hould  prefume 
to  deny  the  charge,  it  will  be  fubftantiated  from  the 
unerring  teftimony  of  the  King  himfelf,  to  their  en- 
tire confufion.  He  will  convift  them  of  falfhood 
and  hypocrify,  in  pretending  a  regard  to  him,  when 
they  have  defpifed  his  poor  members ;  and  therefore 
he  will  declare,  that  his  fentence  againft  them  (hall 
ftand. 

It  remains  only,  that  the  determination  of  the  Judge 
hp  carried  into  efFeft.  Accordingly,  thofe,  who 
come  under  his  condemnation,  are  driven  away  from 
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his  prcfcnce,  and  configned  to  that  tremendous punidf- 
ment,  from  vhich  there  can  be  no  releafe:  and  thofe, 
who  are  juftified  before  him,  immediately  receive  tbfe 
confummation  of  their  blifs  and  glory,  which  will  be 
durable  as  the  exiftence  of  God  himfelf. 

This  important  defcription  leads  us  to  obferve, 

1.  That  good  works  will  obtain  an  honourable  nd» 
tice  at  the  laft  day.     Gcd  forbid,  therefore,  that  v^ 
fhould  not  now  give  them  their  proper  confequence 
jind   attention.     The    enquiry  at    the    tribunal  (rf 
Chrift,  as  here  reprefcnted,  will  be  inftituted  concern-  j 
ing  the  evidences  of  our  faith.     Our  obedience  will  i 
be  produced  to  prove  the  fmcerity  of  our  religious 
profeffions,  and  the  ftrcngth  as  well  as  reality  of  oin*  j 
principles.     This  tedimony  will  be  required,  not  kr  \ 
the  information  or  fatisfadlion  of  the  Judge,  v^ho  h   , 
intimately  acquainted  with  every  cafe,  and   with  the 
very  fecrets  of  all  hearts,  but  for  the  exhibition  of  hifs 
ewn  righteous  charafter  before  the  univerfe,     W.c 
perceive,  too,  that  a  fpecial  regard  will  be  paid  to  acls  ' 
of  Chriftian  kindnefs  and  liberality.     Much  ftrefs  is 
laid  upon  love,  as  peculiarly  pleafmg  to  God  :  upon 
that  love,  which  (hews  itfelf  in  vigorous  exertions  for 
the  fupport  and  confolation  of  thofe,  who  belong  to 
the  family  of  Chrift.     This,  which  is  the  necefiary 
confequence  of  faith,  maintains,  in  all  its  efforts,  a 
continual  refpeft  to  the  Saviour  5  on  which  account 
it  is  honoured  with  fo  high  a  commendation.     But: 
this  is  eflentially  different  from  that  vain,  indifcrimi-' 
Rate  generofity,   which  proceeds  not  from  any  right 
motives,  and  which  therefore,  though  admired  by  tb^ 
world,  is  offenfive  to  God.     We  obferve,  alfo, 

2.  That  the  fins  of  unbelievers  will  be  publicly 
declared  in  the  day  of  judgment.  We  cannot  be 
concealed  from  the  piercing  eye  of  God.  Every 
inftance  of  our  mifcondu£t  is  noted  down  in  his  book ; 
and,  if  w^e  do  not  now  obtain  remiffion  through  the 
blood  of  the  crofs,  all  will  be  produced  at  the  foleron 

reckoning 


JESUS   CHRIST.  ^3 

ing.     No  man  will   be   condemned  without 

re,  and  the  evidence  againft   finners  will  be  fo 

and  inconteftable,  as  to  filence  their  pleas,  and 

nd  them  before  their  Judge,     The  habitual 

:  of  known  duties,  no  lefs  than  the  a£lual  com- 

of  grofs  iniquity,  will  exclude  us  from  heaven  ; 

le  former,  as  well  as  the  latter,  will  prove  the 

mfound.     This  is,   indeed,  a  moft  alarming 

ration  5  and  yet  it  neceffarily  follows  from  out 

defcription.     Thofe,  who  are  deftitute  of  love^ 

actuated  by  a  fuprcme  regard  to  Chrift  to  lay 

Ives  out  for  the  benefit  of  his  Church,  (hall 

e  tremendous  fentence,  ''  Depart  from  me,  ye 
99 

at,  then,  is  to  be  done?  Let  us  be  felicitous  to 
that  faith,  which  *'•  worketh  by  love."  Let 
'  to  be  united  to  Jefu'^,  as  living  branches  of  the 
le  i  that  we  may  be  "  filled  with  the  fruits  of 
ufhefs,"  an(J  "  have  boldnefs  in  the  day  of 
jnt."    Amen, 


3^s\i^ 
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SECT.      36. 

^efus    celebrated   the  paffover-'-waJhed  his  dtfcipht 
feet  —  injiltuted  the    Euchariji — declared  the  trec^     ' 
thtry  ofjudas^  and  the  approaching  fall  of  Peter  ^ 

It  was  love»  which  brought  dbwn  the  Saviour  - 
from  heaven;  a  love,  which  muft  aftonifli  thofe^ 
who  ferioufly  contemplate  its  inexpreiEble  dimen« 
fions;  a  love,  which  is  conftant,  immutable,  and 
cverlafting.  This  principle  appeared  to  adiuate  him 
during  the  whole  of  his  abode  on  earth;  and  efpe- 
cially  toward  the  clofe  of  his  life  every  minute  cir- 
cumftance  was  fo  ordered,  as  to  (hew  th6  ftrength 
and  t^ndernefs  of  his  afFeftion  for  the  dear  followers, 
.whom  he  had  chofen  to  himfelf.  He  retained  his 
little  family  about  him,  all  of  whom,  except  one, 
had  been  fmcerely  attached  to  him;  and  now,  though 
he  was  about  to  depart  from  them,  his  kindnefs  was 
undiminiflied  :  he  continued  moft  ardently  dedrous 
of  promoting  their  happinefs,  even  to  the  lateft  mo- 
ment*. We  alfo  may  rejoice,  that  He  is  "  the 
Lord,  who  changeth  not;"  and  that  he  has  ex« 
prefsly  declared  to  every  believer,  "  I  will  never 
leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee.**  ' 

A  general  account  is  given  us  of  the  manner,  in 
which  he  fpent  the  few  5ays  immediately  preceding 
his  death.  He  conftantly  attended  the  temple, 
where  he  taught  the  people  with  unwearied  affiduity, 
aiid  retired  each  evening  to  the  mount  of  Olives^ 

•  John  xiii*  x» 
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prokbly  for  the  purpofes  of  devotion*.  On  the 
Tuefday>  after  delivering  the  inftrudlions  which  we 
have  confidered,  he  warned  his  difciples,  that  he 
fhould  be  betrayed  and  crucified  at  the  approaching 
feftival  t-  Then  alfo,  as  it  fliould  feem,  while  the 
rulers  were  confulting,  how  they  migjht  deftroy  him 
without  raifing  a  public  commotion,  Judas  went 
and  bargained  with  them  for  a  paltry  fum  of  moneys 
the  common  price  of  a  flave,  treacheroufly  to  fur- 
render  up  his  Matter  into  their  hands. 

On  the  Thurfday  morn'ng-,  Jefus 
^"on  wceJ^  commanded  two  of  his  difciples  to  make 
^'^^^^  the  ncceffary  preparations  for  celebrat- 
ing the  paflbver  J.  But,  as  they  were  deftitute  of 
an  habitation  of  their  own,  where  could  they  affcm- 
ble  together  for  the  purpofe  i  This  difficulty  was 
foon  removed;  and  the  very  manner  of  its  removal 
proved,  that  Jefus  poffcffed  a  clear  knowledge  of  all 
events,  and  exercifed  a  full  authority  over  every 
heart.  He  defcribcd  to  his  chofen  meflengers  the 
place  and  circumftances,  in  which  ^hey  fhould  meet 
the  fervant  of  one,  uho  would  be  immediately  dif- 
pofed  to  receive  them  into  his  houfe.  There  they 
provided ihe  pafchal  lamb;  and  thither  he  repaired 
with  the  twelve,  at  the  proper  hour  of  the  evening, 
for  the  obfervation  of  the  holy  folemnity.  When 
they  were  fet  down  together,  he  addreffed  them  with 
peculiar  tendernefs,  affuring  them  that  he  had  felt 
an  earneft  defire  to  partake  of  that  paflbver  with 
them,  before  he  quitted  the  world.  He  then  dired- 
cd,  that  they  (hould  divide  the  cup  of  wine  among 
themfclves,  (which  was  an  ufual  ceremony  at  the 

•  Lokc  rri.  37,  38.  Bethany  lay  at  the  foot  of  this  mount,  and 
|>erbaps  our  Lord  fpent  fomc  part  of  his  evenings  with  his  beloved 
friends  in  that  town.     See  Sed.  32.     Matt.  xxi.  ly* 

+  Matt.  xxvi.  1—5,  f4>  16.  Mar.  xiv.  I,  2,  10,  lu    Lu.  xxii. 

1  Matt  •  X xvi.  1 7— 20,    Mar,  xiv.  J2— 17.    Lu.  xxU.  7— iS. 
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beginning  of  the  pafchal  fupper)  and  declared,  that*, 
he  would  no  more  drink  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  till 
God  fhould  introduce  his  kingdom,  and  the  objed 
of  that  ordinance  (hould  be  fuliilied. 

The  Jewifh  facrament,  here  mentioned,  exhibited, 
in  a  typical  manner,  fome  of  the  grand  bleffings  of 
the  Gofpel.  It  was  appointed  to  preferve  a  remem- 
brance of  the  deliverance  of  the  Ifraelites,  when  the 
deftroying  Angel  flew  all  the  firft-bom  of  the  - 
Egyptians  *,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  reprcfent  the 
fccurity,  which  the  true  Ifrael  receive  through  the 
fhedding  of  the  blood  of  Jefus.  He  is  the  end  and 
fubfiance  of  the  ordinance;  and  for  that  very  rea- 
fon  it  was  defigned,  that  he  (hould  be  betrayed  at' 
the  particular  feafon,  and  on  the  very  night,  when 
the  pafchal  lamb  was  killed,  that  he  might  more  ex- 
adtly  anfwer  to  the  type.  .  "  Chrift  our  paflbver  is 
facrificed  for  us  :  therefore  let  us  keep  the  feaft  t>" 
not  the  Jewiih,  but  the  Chriftian  feftival;  and  let 
us  be  folicitous,  that  the  blood  of  this  Lamb  of  God 
may  be  fprinkled  upon  our  hearts  by  faith,  without 
which  we  fliall  ftand  expofed  to  the  "  fiery  indigna- 
tion, which  fhall  devour  the  adverfaries." 

It  is  not  eafy,  nor  is  it  of  confequence  to  our  plan, 
to  fettle  precifelythe  order  of  the  various  circum- 
ftances,  which  occurred  at  the  laft  fupper.  At 
that  time  probably,  but  in  which  part  of  the  enter- 
toinment  we  do  not  determine,  Jefus  fubmitted  to 
aflume  the  habit  and  employment  of  a  fervant,  and 
wafli  the  feet  of  his  difciples  J.  This  tranfa<Sion 
was  conducted,  not  in  a  light  and  trifling  manner, 
but  with  a  ferious  folemnity;  and  we  perceive  an 
inexpreflSble  grandeur  as  well  as  condefcenfion  in 
the  Saviour's  deportment.  Knowing  that  Judas  bad 
formed  the  fcheme  of  betraying  him,  and  that  his 
own  departure  was  near,  he  wasdefirous  of  improving 

•  Exod.  xii.    f  z  Cor.  v.  7,  8.    J  John  xiii.  1—17. 
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\jefew  remaining  hours  in  delivering  all  neceflary  . 
nftriiclions  to  his  dear  difciples.  For  this  purpofe, 
hough  confcious  of  his  great  dignity,  as  the  fu- 
reme  Almighty  Lord,  who  came  down  from  the 
irone  of  glory  in  the  higheft  heavens,  and  was 
bout  to  return  thither,  he  defigned  to  exhibit  a 
irther  inftance  of  his  deep  humiliation.  He  rofe  up 
om  fupper,  and  put  himfelf  into  the  habit  of  a  me- 
ial  fervant,  that  he  might  minifter  to  his  poor  fol- 
wers,  and  He,  who  was  Lord  of  all,  ftooped  to 
e  very  low^ft  office,  while  with  his  own  hands  he 
alhed  their  (eeU 

We  cannot  but  wonder  at  his  condu6l,  and  afk, 
hat  end  it  was  defigned  to  anfwer.  It  appears  to 
ive  been  a  fignificant  a6^ion,  intended  to  repre- 
nt  the  nature  and  efficacy  of  that  grace,  by  which 
I  purifies  his  people  from  their  natural  pollution^ 
bis  is  his  own  explanatioit.  When  Peter  obje£led 
e  unfuitablenefs  of  his  exalted  Mailer's  performing 
mean  a  fervice  for  him,  Jefus  replied,  that  this, 
well  as  his  other  difpenfations,  would  be  more 
early  underflood  hereafter,  and  added,  "  If  I  wafh 
ee  not,  thou  hafl  no  part  with  me."  Are  we, 
en,  fenfible  of  our  great  defilement?  It  is  de- 
ared,  that  "  we  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing*,  "  al- 
gether  become  filthy  f-*'  Were  this  properly  un- 
rfiood,  it  would  produce  in  us  a  deep  abhorrence 
ourfelves,  and  a  cordial  efleem  for  the  Saviour, 
bofe  office  it  is  to  deliver  us  from  corruption,  and 
unmunicate  fpiritual  purity.  Then  we  fhould  r^- 
ice  in  that  gracious  promife,  "  I  will  fprinkle  clean 
ater  upon  you,  and  ye  fliall  be  clean:  from  all 
)ur  filthinefs  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanfc 
)u.  J'*  Then  we  ftiould  pray,  as  Peter,  "  Lord, 
afh  not  my  feet  only,  but  alfo  my  hands  and  my 
Jad."     Thofe,  indeed,   who  are  the  faithful  dif- 

•  Ifa.  kiv.  6.    f  PfaLliii.  3.,  J  E«ek.  xxxvi,  25. 
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ciples  of  Jefus,  are  clean  already,  as  be  teftifieSj 
but  it  is  Itill  neccflary,  even  for  them,  to  rene\f 
their  application  to  him,  that  they  may  be  freed 
from  thole  poliutions,  which  they  are  daily  contrafl- 
ing.    .       ' 

The  action  was  defigncd,  likewife,  as  a  leflbn  rf 
humility  to  all  his  people.  He  had  frequently  incul- 
cated poverty  of  fptrit,  felf-denial^  mecknefs,  and 
lowh'nefs  ot  mind,  and  now,  to  confirm  the  inftnic- 
tions  he  had  given,  he  Itooped  to  this  fervice.  He, 
theref-TC,  called  upon  the  twelve,  to  be  confiftcnt 
with  their  profefTions  of  regarding  him  as  their  Maf- 
ter  and  Lord^  and  to  follow  his  example  by  a  readi- 
<iiefs  to  fubmit  to  mean  and  painful  employments,  for 
the  benefit  and  comfort  of  others.  He  reminded 
them,  that  a  fimilar  condu6l  would  be  no  difparage- 
ment  to  them,  who  were  only  his  attendants  and 
meflengerF,  and  that  their  religious  knowledge  would 
be  a  blefling)  no  farther  than  as  it  produced  a  pra£tical 
influence. 

The  folemn  admonition,  probably,  had  a  peculiar 
reference  to  the  ftate  of  their  minds.  At  that  very 
time,  a  ftrange  and  unfeafonable  contention  had 
arifen  among  them,  about  the  chief  preferment  in 
the  temporal  dominion,  which  they  ftill  expeded 
•faim  to  eftablifli  *.  This  ambitious  fpirit,  thefe  car- 
nal views  and  aiFr6lion5  he  reproved.  He  argued,  that, 
though  fuch  a  fondnefs  for  power  prevailed  in  the 
Gent  le  world,  it  was  inconfiftent  with  their  cha- 
•rafter  and  engagements,  as  they  were  required  to 
ihew  their  eminence  by  condefcenfion  and  meekneis, 
and  i'S  he  himfelf  had  appeared  among  them  in  the 
form  of  a  fervant.  He  afl'ured  them,  that  he  did 
not  forget  their  faithful  and  fteadfaft  attachment 
through  his  various  aifli6i:ions,  and  that  he  would  re- 
€ompen£?  it  by  conducing  them  to  a  flate  of  exalt* 

*  Luke  Kxii,  24^— 30. 

ation. 
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idon»  he  fuperior  to  that  which  they  had  fo  eager- 
irdefired.  He  fdemnly  promifed  them,  that  they 
ifiould  partake  of  diat  blifs  and  glory,  which  he  was 
going  to  poffefs,  that  they  (hould  there  enjoy  the 
noft  intimate  communion  with  hin,  and  even  fit| 
lib  his  afleflbrs  in  the  judgment)  with  marks  of  pe- 
culiar dignity,  approving  and  confirming  the  (en« 
lence^  which  Should  be  pronounced  upon  the  twelve 
tribes  of  IfraeL 

We  alfin,  who  follow  the  Saviour,  fhould  be  in- 
ftniSed  to,  look  for  our  preferment  in  the  world 
above.  Being  "  ftithfiil  unto  death,*'  we  (hall 
receive  *'  a  crown  of  life."  The  mcaneft  of  his 
iervants  (hall  hereafter  obtain  ^  a  kingdom,  which 
cannot  be  moved.''  A  diftinguifhed  honour,  doubt* 
le&y  is  refervcd  for  the  Apoftles  at  the  laft  day. 
Yet  bdievers  of  a  lower  order  may  exult  in  the 
prc^ieft  of  their  future  advancement.  **  Do  ye  not 
know,  that  the  faints  ihall  judge  the  world*?" 
Jefus  himfelf  hath  declared,  without  refpeft  of 
perfons,  **  To  him  that  ©vercometh,  will  I  grant  to 
fit  with  roe  in  m]^  throne  f.''  But,  for  the  prefenr, 
this  is  our  diredion^  ^'  Mind  not  high  things,  but 
condefcend  to  men  of  low  efhitej.'*  We  are  for- 
bidden to  be  ambitious,  covetous,  enviolis,  or  con- 
tentious. We  are  ftridly  enjoined  to  forego  our 
own  intercft,  eafe,  and  reputation,  whenever  we 
can  thereby  render  ourfelves  more  extenfively  ufeful 
in  life.  With  this  view  we  muft  frequently  fubmit 
to  fiich  fervices,  as  may  feem  to  diminiih  our  con- 
fequence,  and  require  painful  and  laborious  exertions. 
This  would  be  to  imitate  our  great  exemplar;  and 
thofe  only  can  claim  an  jnterefl:  in  his  promifes,  who 
are  willing  to  tread  in  his  fteps. 

Where,  then,  (hall  wc  find  thofe,  who  maintain 
the  Chriftian  charader  with  confiftency?     Many 

*  I  Cor.  VI.  a.     i*  Rev.  Ui.  2X.      %  Rom.  xli.  i6. 
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there  are,  who  compliment  Jefas  with  the  appetla- 
•txon  of  Lord  and  Mafter :  but  we  afk.  Do  you  poT- 
iiefs  the  mind,  which  was  in  Him  ?  Is  He  the  pattern, 
which  you  propofe  to  yoiirfelves  for  the  regulatioii 
of  your  own  fpirit  and  pra&ice  ?  Are  you  living 
under  the  habitual  influence  of  humility?  The  ap- 
pearance and  the  language  vou  may  eafily  afTisme : 
but  does  the  difpofition  itfelr  abide  in  you,  and  go- 
vern your  conduft?  What  means  that  felfifhnefffi 
that  pride,  and  eagernefs  for  advancement,  which 
we  fo  frequently  difcovcr  under  a  religious  profet 
fion  ?  How  unfuitable  for  you,  who  fliould  be  dead 
to  the  world,  are  all  contentions  about  honour  and 
precedency  1  Do  not  the  various  commotions,  by 
which  even  the  Church  itfelf  is  divided,  prove,  that 
there  is  little  of  real  Chriftianity  among  us,  becaufe 
there  is  little  conformity  to  Chrift?  Why  do  you 
decline  this  or  the  other  office,  to  which  you  arc 
called  ?  Poffibly,  it  may  feem  low  and  degrading  in 
the  eftimation  of  men ;  it  may  be  grating  to  corrupt 
nature ;  or  it  may  obttruS  your  fecular  views.  But, 
while  you  contemplate  the  Lord  of  glory  wafhing 
the  feet  of  his  difciples,  be  aOiamed  of  paying  fo 
much  regard  to  your  own  convenience.  Surely, 
it  is  not  beneath  you  to  copy  after  him  ;  and  to  do 
this,  you muft  be  "  as  one  that  ferveth." 

Upon  the  fame  occafion,  alfo,  JdTus  inftituted  the, 
I^ucharift,  probably  before  they  rofe  from  the  table, 
fmce  it  is  faid  to  be  done  **  as  they  were  eating." 
While  he  fulfilled  in  himfelf  the  ancient  paflbver,  and 
aboliflied  its  obfervance,  he  embraced  that  opponu* 
nity  to  ordain  a  new  facrament,  which  fucceeded  to 
it,  as  baptifm  did  to  xircumcifion.  This  is  a  rite 
of  peculiar  importance  under  the  Gofpel  difpenfationi 
and  it  is  not  difficult  to  afcertain  its  nature  and  de- 
fign,  from  the  dear  ^account  which  is  given  of  its  ori- 
ginal appointment  *. 

♦  Mat.  tarn,  x6— 30,  Mar.  xi?.  i»--a6.   Loke  xiii.  19,^0. 
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5efus  took  bread,  and,  looking  up  with  devout 
affections  to  God  for  his  bleifing,  he  divided  it  into 
feveral  (hares.  He  then  diftribated  it  among  his 
difciples,  conamanding  them  to  receive  it  as  an  emblem 
of  his  fuffering  body,  and  in  commemoration  of  his 
death.  In  like  manner,  alfo,  he  delivered  to  them  a 
cap  of  wine,  which  he  directed  them  all  to  partake  of, 
as  a  reprefentacion  of  his  precious  blood,  whereby  the 
new  Covenant  is  confirmed  to  us,  and  remiffion  of 
fins  is  obtained*  He  further  declared,  that  he  (hould 
BO  more  join  with  them  in  that  folemnity  upon  earthy 
but  that  they  fhould  hereafter  celebrate  together  th% 
ikcrtd  myfteries  therein  exhibited. 
.  Such  was  the  inftitution :  nor  can  we  doubt  that 
the  obfervance  of  it  is  binding  upon  us,  Ance  an 
Apoftle  has  taught  us,  that  hereby  we  are  to  ^'  fhevf 
the  Lord's  death,  till  he  come*."  It  is  alfo 
manifeft,  from  the  plain  and  fimple  defcription  before 
as,,  for  what  purpofes,  and  with  what  temper  of  mind, 
we  (hould  communicate  in  this  divine  ordinance.  Je- 
fus  himfelf  is  the  grand  object,  which  it  is  intended  t» 
difplay.  He  is  fet  forth  before  us,  as  our  fpiritual 
food  and  fuftenance.  Thofe  vifible  elements,  bread 
and  wine,  which  afford  peculiar  nouriOiment  to  our 
bodies,  very  fitly  reprefent  Him,  who  alone  can 
maintain  the  life  and  vigour  of  our  fouls.  Yet,  as  he 
does  this  only  in  confeqpence  of  his  fufferings,  he  is 
here  propofcd  to  our  view,  as  wounded,  bleeding,  dy- 
ing for  us.  His  body,  like  the  bread,  was  broken; 
his  blood,  like  the  wine,  was  poured  out.  Thus,  we 
obferve,  by  virtue  of  his  facriAce,  ^'  his  fleih  is 
meat  indeed,  and  his  blood  is  drink  indeed  f.'' 
- .  The  participation  of  this  facrament  fhews  the 
ncceffity.of  receiving  Chrift  by  faith.  The  bread  and 
wine  muft  be  taken,  before  they  can  yield  any  nutri- 
ment :  and  <^  except  we  eat  the  fle(h  of  the  Son  of 

•  1  Cor.  zi.  2€.      f  Jtthn.  vi.  55.  - 
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man,  and  drink  his  blood,  we  have  no  life  in  us  */' 
Then  efpecially,  when  we  approach  to  his  table,  wc 
fhould  exercife  a  fixed  and  ftrong  dependence  upoo 
him.  Let  us  attend  to  his  own  injuAion,  *<  Do  Aa 
in  remembrance  of  me/'  Let  us  bear  in  mind  the 
dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  ^lory  which  he  origtnailf 
pofleflTed,  and  the  humiliation  to  which  he  ftoqm. 
We  are  to  regard  him,  not  only  as  a  bright  example, 
or  a  kifid  benefador,  bait  as  our  High  Pneft,  ol&ring 
up  himfelf  as  an  atonement  to  God,  to  make  recon- 
ciliation  for  us.  Thus,  while  we  remembbr  the 
agonies,  which  he  endured,  we  fhould  <<  look  upca 
him,  whom  we  have  pierced,  and  mourn  for  himf." 
The  tecdll^^tion  of  his  crofs  will  confirain  us  to 
^  abhor  ourfclves,  and  repent  in  duft  and  afbes.'* 

Yet,  as  a  holy  feftival,  it  affords  a  proper  occafion 
fbr  the  exercife  of  lively  joy.  And  what  can  be  fo 
Circulated  to  revive  and  gladden  the  heart,  as  (he  view 
of  thofe  ineftimaUe  benefits,  which  are  heree:ldiibxtedf 
Wha^'ealn  tend  more  to  infpire  us  with  hope,  confix 
denee,  love,  and  zeal?  Nay^  it  is  the  appointed 
method,  in  whieh  God  is  pleafed  to  ftrengtfaeoi 
quicken,  and  comfort  his  people ;  and,  as  our  wants 
return  upon  us,  fo,  by  a  frequent  attendance  on  diis 
ordinance,  we  (hould  feek  frefh  communications  of 
grace.  We  are  encouraged  to  expeft  his  prefence 
and  bleffing,  and  thus  we  ihall  be  enabled  to  main- 
tain a  freedom  of  intercourfe  with  him.  Such  an 
attendance,  alfo,  will  be  the  means  of  uniting  us  to- 
gether in  the  bonds  of  Chriftian  fellowfhip^  and  of 
i^hderingus  "  kindly  afFeftioned  one  to  another  with 
brotherly  love."  What  a  fource  of  happiiiefs  is  tiiis! 
Yet  does  not  the  general  negle£b  of  the  Lord's  table 
prove,  that  the  Saviour  has  but  a  fmall  (hare  in  our  re* 
membrances  ? 

We  do  not  invite  finners,  who  are  living  in  igno-^ 

♦John  ▼1.53.        f  Zech.  ^ii.  10*' 
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nnce  aad  contempt  of  God,  We  warn  them  not  to 
proBme  the  folemnity  by  their  formality  and  irreve-. 
rfoce.  If  you  feel  not  your  need  of  Jefus,  nor 
delire  to  ^leafe  him,  infult  him  not  by  prefuming  to 
**  eat  of  his  bread,  and  to  drink  of  the  \inne  which  he 
hath  mingled."  But  you,  who  are  bowed  down  with 
a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  depravity,  who  earnefti?  wifh  to 
accept  falvation  on  the  terms  of  the  Golpel,  may 
approach  with  humble  hope.  Only  devote  your  fouU 
and!  your  all  to  Jefus,  and  bind  yourfdves  by  a  vow  to 
ferve  him  with  all  your  faculties,  -to  the  laft  moment 
of  your  lives:  and  here  you  mayexpeft  to  receive 
the  tokens  of  his  love,  and  the  gracious  fupplies  of  his 
Spirit. 

Judas  was  prefent,  while  our  Lord  declared  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  his  high  regard  for  his  difciples ;  and 
it  is  probable,  that  even  the  traitor  himfelf  participated 
of  the  holy  Euchahft.  But,  though  he  had  a£ted  his 
part  in  fo.fubtle  a  manner,  as  not  to  be  fufpefted  by 
the  other  Apoftles,  neither  his  charaSer  nor  his 
defigns  were  conceded  from  Jefus.  At  length  it 
appeared  expedient^  that  the  reft  alfo  (hould  be 
apprized  of  the  diabolical  plan  of  treachery,  then  ripe 
for  execution.  While,  therefore,  they  were  all  at 
table  together  the  Saviour  intimated'  his  perfe^ 
knowledge  of  it:  and  this  he  did,  that  his  chofen  fol- 
lowers might  ii6t  be  fhggered,  when  they  ihould  fee 
one  from  among  themfeTves  fe  fcandaloufly  defert  his 
poft,  but  be  eoniirmred  in  the  feith^  by  obferving  a 
conri^Ietion  of  the  fcriptures  in  that  event.  He  ex- 
horted them,  sdfo,  to  perfever^  in  their  zealous  exer- 
tions for  his  caufe,  aiTuring  them,  that  both  he  and 
his  Fadier  were  concern^  for  their  fiivourable  re- 
ception in  the  world  ♦• 

In  the  view  of  this  (ad  cafe,  Jefus  felt  a  keen  anguifli 

*  John  xiii.  it— 30.  Matt*  xxvi.  2X«»«5«    Mar.  xiv.  xS-^-ftx* 
l«ttke  zxii.  zx«-»3. 
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of  fpirit.  He  then  declared  more  explicitjy,  "  Ond 
of  you  ihall  betray  me ;"  "  the  hand  of  the  traitor  is 
with  me  on  the  table ;"  and  by  certain  exprefs  tokens 
be  marked  out  Judas  as  the  man,  denouncing  tha 
moft  tremei'.dous  wo  againft  him,  though  he  fhouW 
be  the  inftrument  of  fulfilling  the  divine  counfeb« 
An  awful  confternation  feized  the  company,  and 
every  one,  fufpcdling  himfelf  rather  than  Judas,  cried 
out,  <*  Lord,  is  it  I  f "  But  that  monfter  of  iniquitjf 
remained  unafFeded  by  the  folemn  warning,  Wc 
might  have  fuppof -d,  that  he  would  have  been  de- 
terred from  his  purpofe :  but  he  was  the  more  enraged, 
and  went  out  immediately,  under  a  more  violent  in- 
ftigation  of  the  Devil,  in  the  darkncfs  of  the  night,  tp 
accompliih  his  inieriial  fcheme. 

Our  Lord  tlien  exulted  in  the  profped):  of  thofe 
blefled  confequences,  which  would  relult  from  the 
treachery  of  Judas,  as  the  means  of  completing  the 
grand  work  of  redemption*.     He  reminded  his  difci- 

Sles,  that  the  hour  was  approaching,  when  he  himfelf 
lould  enter  on. a  (late  of  high  exaltation,  and  bring 
glory  to  God  in  faving  Tinners  bv  his  death.  Look- 
ing upon  bis  dear  followers  with  a  tendernefs  of  af- 
ie£lion,  like  an  indulgent  father  upon  bis  little,  chil* 
dren,  from  whom  he  was  on  the  point  of  being  ftpa- 
rated,  he  prefled  it  upon  them,  as  his  dying  requcA, 
that  they  would  continue  firmly  and  warmly  attached 
to  one  another.  This  he  enjoined  as  a  new  com«> 
mand,  not  unknown,  indeed,  in  former  difpenfations, 
but. now  enforced  by  frefh  motives,  and  by  an  exam- 
ple altogether  fingular.in  its  kind.  "  As  I  have  loved 
you,'*  faid  he,  ^*  that  ye  alfo  love  one  another." 
His  love  to  us,  then,  is  to  be  the  caufe,  the  meafure, 
and  the  pattern  of  our  kindnefs  and  regard  to  all  the 
members  of  his  Church.  He  recommended,  alfp,  an 
attention  to  the  duty,  as  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  our  union 

*  Jolin  liii.  3X>  &e.    Luke  xkii.  31— '}8* 
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with  him,  and  the  mod  honourable  badge  of  our  pro* 
feffion. 

If  we  underftand  the  full  import  of  our  Lord's  de- 
claration, ''  I  have  loved  you,"  its  influence  will  be 
irrefiftiWe.  We  (hall  not  only  abhor  the  treach- 
ery of  JudaSy  but  dread  the  thought  of  difpleafing 
Him,  who  has  (hewn  fuclv  compaflion  and  favour 
toward  us.  Let  us  examine  our  religion  on  thi* 
ground :  Do  we  fcrupuloufly  avoid  all  thofe  praftices 
and  tempers,  which  he  condemns,  and  endeavour  to 
exprefs  our  gratitude  by  our  diligence  and  fervour  in 
his  fervice?  Do  we  cultivate  that  principle,  on  which 
he  has  laid  fuch  peculiar  ftrefs,  unfeigned  love  to  his- 
people  for  his  fake?  How  excellent  would  be  the 
fruits  of  this  difpofition  !  What  peace  and  happinels 
would  it  produce;,  and  how  ftrongly  would  it  recom- 
mend our  fyftem  of  faith  !  But  we  are  all  lamentably 
defe£live  in  this  grace.  Do  not  oar  peevifhnefs, 
cnyy,  and  conteiition,  our  cenforioufnefs,  bigotry,  and 
refentment,  difgrace  our  profeffion,  and  betray  our 
indncerity?  Surely,  it  cannot  now  be  faid,  as  it  was 
of  the  primitive  Church,  *^  See  how  thefe  Chriftians. 
love  one  another.'* 

Jefus  had  intimated  his  approaching  departure;  oa 
^ich  Peter>  though  admohifhed  that  he  could  not 
follow  him  for  the  prefent^  declared  his  readinefs  to 
attend  him  through  all  dangers,  even  to  death  itfeif. 
AlasF  litrie  do  we  know,  how  we  fhall  be  able  to 
ftand  in  the  hour  of  trial.  The  boafting  Apoftle  was^ 
reproved  and  informed,  that  before  the  morning  light 
his  (Irong  confidence  would  be  fo  (haken,  that  h« 
would  deny  in  the  moft-ihameful  manner  all  connec- 
tion  and  acquaintance  wkh  his  Lord  and  Mafler* 
That  very  night,  he  was  told,  would  be  a  time  of  pe- 
culiar temptation,  as  Satan  was  dcfirous  to  pnc^ife 
bis  wiles  upon  them  all.  He  was  aflTured  that  his. 
principles  would  be  feverely  aflfaulted,  and  that  he 
flhould  be  preferVed  from  total  apoftafy,  only  througlv 
D  4  ^\^ 
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the  gracious  interceiSon  of  the  Saviour.  He  was 
further  charged,  to  confirm  the  faith  of  his  weak 
brethren,  after  his  own  recovery. 

Such  was  the  folemn  caution  given  to  Peter: 
Jefus  alfo  fubjoined  an  afFe£ting  addrefs  to  the  whoit 
company.  He  bad  them,  prepare  for  a  fore  confiid^, 
and  arm  themfelves  for  the  fight.  They  had  been,  till 
then,  abundantly  fupplied  with  neceirary  provifions> 
when  they  went  out  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  without 
having  any  flock  of  their  own.  But  he  reminded  them, 
that  they  would  foon  be  fo  entirely  deftitute,  as  to  ftand 
in  need  of  a  purfe  furnifhed  with  money,  a  fcrip  wilh 
food,  and  a  fword  for  their  defence ;  which  articles 
they  had  not  wanted  before.  He  informed  them 
furdier,  that,  as  all  the  ancient  prophecies  concerning 
him  would  be  exadUy  fulfilled,  fo  in  particular,  agree- 
ably to  Ifaiah's  declaration,  he  was  about  to  be 
^^  numbered  with  the  tranfgreflbrs,"  and  to  die  as  a 
maIefa£lor  *•  Probably,  they  mifunderftood  him,  as 
if  he  wi(bed  th^m  to  renft  their  enemies  with  violence. 
He  intended  only  to  lead  their  minds  to  the  expecta- 
tion of  a  fevere  oppofition;  and  they  ought  to  have 
known,  that  **  the  weapons  of  their  warfiwre  were  not 

carnal  t^" 

But,  leaving  for  the  prefent  the  cafe  of  the  Apoftles, 
let  us  remember  for  ourfelves,  that  we  alfo  are  required 
to  •*  endure  hardnefs,  as  good  foldiers  of  Jefus 
Cbrift  t"  Let  us  be  folicitous  to  maintain  his  caufe, 
at  any  expenfe  to  ourfelves ;  and,  as  we  muft  look 
for  a  fierce  onfet,  let  us  be  prepared  to  make  a  vigo- 
rous defence.  But  the  cautions,  now  before  us,  will 
teach  us,  not  to  depend  on  our  own  refolution  and 
ability:  for,  if  we  be  felf-confident,  probably  we  flbaJl 
fell  like  Peter.  Then,  "  be  ftroiig  in  the  Lord,  and 
in  the  power  of  his  might.**—"  Take  unto  you  the 
whole  armour  cf  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to 

*  Ifa.  UU.  12.        t  2  Cort  X.  4*        %  %  Tim.  ii.  3. 
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irilfailand  in  the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all  to 

IVe  fee  our  calling :  we  muft  follow  the  Saviour, 
not  to  worldly  honour  and  preferment,  but  to  fhame, 
contempt)  and  many  fecular  difadvantages.  Are  we 
trifling  to  hazard  all  confequences  in  his  fervice? 
Let  us  bd4ly  declare  ourfclves  on  his  fide,  and  entreat 
biin  fo  to  pray  for  us,  while  Satan  is  fitting  us  as 
wheat,  that  our  faith  may  not  fail.  Let  us  attend  him 
to  the  erofs,  and  then  we  (hall  participate  of  his  glory* 
Whatmr  dangers  may  threaten,  or  enemies  aflault 
us,  may  each  of  us  be  able  to  fay,  ^^  None  of  thefe 
tilings  move  me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto 
myfelf,  fo  that  I  might  finifli  my  courfe  with  joy* !" 
Amen» 

*  Eph.  ▼!•  lo,  13.       t  Ads  tu.  in 
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SECT.    37. 

Jefus^i  before  he  quitted  the  gueft  chamber^  ex 
and  comforted  his  Apojiles — reprefented  himj 
the  true  vine — enforced  obedience  and  mutual  i 
and  predicted  perfecution. 

The  Wcmn  celebration  of  the  laft  paflbver 
not  but  make  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  minds 
difciples ;  and  the  warnings,  then  addrefled  to 

Srpbably  excited  much  perplexity.  Their  b 
Rafter  had  declared,  that  he  {hould  very  foon 
parated  from  them  by  the  hand  of  violence,  tl 
death  would  be  accompliftied  through  the  treac! 
one  in  their  own  company,  and  that  they  ther 
would  be  expofed  to  a  fevere  aflault  both  from  m 
Satan.  The  removal  of  their  Lord,  fo  juft 
to  them,  was  in  itfelf  a  diftreffing  circumf 
and  forefeeing  further  dangers  and  difficulties, 
deprived  of  their  Head,  they  felt  increafing  ai 
and  were  opprefled  with  painful  apprehenfions 
fus  was  fcnfibly  afFefted  for  them,  and,  as  it 
feem,  more  folicitous  on  their  account  than  hi 
When,  therefore,  they  had  rifen  from  tJJble, 
they  retired  from .  the  gueft-chamber,  he  n 
his  exhortations,  with  a  view  to  alleviate  the 
rows,  and  infpire  them  with  hope,  confidenc 
joy*. 

How  tender  and  compaffionate  does  the  J 
appear,  while  inftrufting  and  comforting  his  r 

•  John  xiv.  I,  &ct 
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fngdifciplcs,  "  as  a  father,  does  his  children !"    Hovgt 
«a(JIy  calculated  to  revive  their  fpirits,  were  the. 
conliderations  here  fuggefted !     The  benefit  of  thefe 
iis  laft  folemn  addrefles  was  defigned  to  reach  like- 
wife  even  unto  us.-    How  many  things  do  we  meet 
^ithy  which  have  a  tendency  to  caufe  grief,  confu- 
iion,  and  terror!     Obferving,  in  what  a  world  of 
iin  and  diforder  we  are  placed,  what  calamities  fre- 
quently occur  in  human  life,  and  how  depraved  and 
ieJplcfs   we  ourfelves   are,    we   fhall,  probably,  be 
di/pofed  to  indulge  a  timorous  and  dejedled  frame  of 
mind.     What,,  then,  is  to  be  done?     What  caa 
fupport  and  animate  our  fouls,  when  dangers  and 
diftrefles  threaten  us  on  every  fide  ?     Let  us  hear  the 
Saviour's  words,,  and  learn  to  apply  them,  to  our  own 
cafel 

Thus  he  fpoke :  "  Endeavour  to  lay  afide  your 
anxieties  and  fears,  and  fliew  the  excellence  of  your: 
religious  principles  by  your  compofure  and  courage.. 
You  muft,  therefore,  not  only  pofl'efs  a  due  regard 
to  God,  as  the  maker,  preferver,  and  governor  of 
the  world,  but  alfo  fix  your  attention  and  reliance 
upon  Me,  as  the  Mediator,  through  whom  alone 
you  can  entertain  any  folid  hope  of  the  divine  favour, 
any  juft  expedlation  of  bein^  fafely  conducted  to  the 
heavenly  ftate.     In  that  glorious  abode  where  my 
Father  difplays  the  luftre  of  his  maiefty,,  are  fuili- 
cient  accommodations  for  the  whole  Church,  nume- 
rous as  it  is  ;  and  there  you  will' not  be  difappointed/ 
pf  finding  a  peaceable  habitation..    If  this   had  not 
been  infallibly  fecure,,  I  would  not  have  encouraged. 
or  permitted  you.  to  look.for  it. .   I  am  going  to  that 
kingdom  on  your  behalf,^.  to  prepare  the  way  for  your 
admiflion :  and^  a$  I  (hall  enter  upon  the  pode/Iion 
in  your  name,.  I  will,  not  be  unmindful  of  you,  but 
return  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  receiving  you  to-^ 
my  own  immediate  prefence,  that  you  may  dwell 
for  ever  near  me  in  that  blifsful  inheritance,  where 
D  6  t\^tL. 


60  SCRIPTVRS  CHARACTERS. 

even  now  I  already  am.  After  fuch  clear  declart-  ^ 
tions,  you  cannot  miftake  the  place  of  #hicli  L'- 
(peak,  or  the  road  which  will  lead  you  io  it/'    . 

Thomas,  probably  underftanding  hrm  as  inten£ng  - 
to  ered  a  temporal  dominion  in  fome  particultf 
fpot,  defired  further  information.'  Jefus  replied  j  **  I 
myfelf  have  opened  an  accefs  for  fmners  unto  God ; 
in  ;ne  the  divine  promifes  and  engagements  are  fure 
and  immutable;  through  me  eternal  life  is  fecured: 
nor  can  any  one,  whatever  be  his  pleas  or  attain* 
ments,  approach  to  the  Father,  but  by  means  of  my 
mediation.  If,  therefore,  you  had  known  my  cha* 
ra£ler  and  offices,  you  could  not  have  been  igno* 
rant  of  Him :  now  I  have  revealed  him  to  you,  and 
in  me  you  behold  ^  the  exprefe  image  of  his  per* 
ion*"  ^      ' 

Philip  expreiTed  an  ardent  deilre,  that  they  might 
be  favoured  with  an  outward  manifeftation  of  the 
Father's  glory.  On  this,  our  Lord  reproved  him 
fornot  having  better  underftood  the  nature  and  dig- 
nity of  the  Mafter,  with  whom  he  had  been  fo  long 
converfant,  and  then  declared :  '*  In  feeing  me,  you 
have  in  effefl:  feen  the  Father.  Do  you  not  credit 
my  folemn  aflertions,  that  I  am  one  with  him  ?  My 
words  demand  your  regard,  as  proceeding  from 
Him;  but  if  thefe  be  rejefted,  the  miraculous  opera* 
tions,  which  I  perform  by  virtue  of  my  union  with 
Him,  prove  inconteftably  the  myfterious  truth, 
which  I  affirm." 

Let  us  weigh  the  important  doArines  here  advanc* 
cd.  The  queftion,  propofed  to  Philip,  may  furnifh 
a  reproof  to  each  of  us,  ''  Haft  thou  not  known 
me  ?"  Confidering  the  information  we  have  hful, 
may  we  not  juftly  be  afhamed,  that  we  have  not 
yet  learned  the  principles  of  our  religion?  Have 
we  properly  underftood,  who  the  Saviour  k,  and 

yrtiaC 
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t  tlie  purpofes,  for  which  he  came  into  the' 
d?  Have  we  beheld  the  glory  of  the  Father  fo 
i^ed  in  the  perfon  of  he  Son,  as  to  be  convinc- 
at  their  nature  aiid  perfe£lions  are  the  (ame? 
is  not  this  a  firmi  foundation  for  out  hopes,  a 
i  of  ftrong  confolation  i  For  do  we  not  now 
Ive,  that  our  concerns  may  be  (afely  intnifted 
r  hands  of  Jefus  ? 

t  have  we  indped  approached  unto  God,  through 
lediation  of  Chrifl  ?  Or  fhall  we  prefume  to 
near  to  him  in  any  other  way  ?  Who  ihal} 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  for  us  ?  Shall  we  plead 
wn  obedience,  as  if  this  would  procure  us  ad* 
n?  The  door  would  be  barred  againft  us; 
m  any  entrance  be  obtained,  but  through  the 
ce,  and  interceflion  of  Him,  who  has  returned 
>fe  blifsful  manflons,  from  which  he  came  down* 
gone  to  prepare  a  place,  not  for  his  Apoftles 
but  for  all  who  believe  in  his  name.  You, 
Sxe,  who  have  fixed  your  whole  dependence 
him,  are  encouraged  to  rejoice  in  his  exalted 
ty,  and  the  certainty  of  final  falvation  through 
It  is  your  privilege,  though  you  are  now  de- 
and  atflided,  to  look  forwara  with  exultation 
an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and 
ideth  not  away,  referved  in  heaven  for  you  ♦." 
^et  a  little  while,  and  He,  in  whom  you  truft, 
appear  in  his  glory,  and  take  you  up  with  great 
ph  to  his  beatific  prefence,  where  you  may  ad^ 
and  love,  and  praife  him  for  ever, 
le  Saviour  proceeded  to  comfort  his  difciples : 
ftrefTed  as  you  may  be  at  my  departure,  I  fo- 
y  afTure  you,  that  in  confequence  thereof  yoa 
obtain  peculiar  advantages.  By  virtue  of  my 
reffion,  while  you  exercife  a  firm  dependence 
me,  you  (hall  be  enabled  to  perform  miracu* 
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lous  operations^  fuch  as  I  myfelf  have  wrought,  r 
even  more  remarkable*.  Nor  is  this  to  i  much  I 
you  to  expe6l:  only  prcfent  your  fupplicatinns 
God  in  faith,  and,  by  th^*  energy  of  niy  o  vn  pow 
J  will  beftow  the  blellinirs,  which  you  afk,  that-t 
glory  of  the  Father  may  be  difplayeJ  in  the  mediati 
©f  the  Son."  - 

We,  alfo,  may  rejoice,  that  Jefus,  who  is  gc 
into  heaven,  continues  mindful  of  his  Church 
earth,  and  is  inceflantly  pouring  down  his  bene 
upon  it.  Wc  {hould  be  thankful  for  thofe  extra* 
dinary  communications  vouchfafed  to  the  Apoltl 
whereby  the  Gofpcl.was  firft  propagated,  and  cc 
firmed  with  unque(Honable  evidence.  Let  us  lil 
wife  be  encouraged,  by  the  ^  pre  valency  of  the  int 
ceffion  of  our  exalted  High  Prieft,  to  offer  up  < 
requefts  with  humble  boldnefs*  For  the  proff 
reaches  even  unto  us,  "  If  ye  (hall  afk  any 'thing 
my  name,  I  will  do  it."  Ah  !  why  are  we 
backward  to  pray,  as  if  we  had  no  Advocate  w 
the  Father,  or  as  if  this  Advocate  had  no  merit 
plead,  pofTeiTed  no  influence,  and  could  exert 
power  on  our  behalf?  Let  us  not  fo  diflionc 
him,  but,  crediting  his  own  declarations,  let 
furround  the  throne  of  grace  with  our  importun; 
petitions,,  and  fpread  our   wants   before  him. 

'.  ♦  Not  only  did  the  Apoftles  expel  demonsy  heal  the  fick,  r 
the  dead,  as  Jefus  had  done^  but  they  dirpenfedrpiritual  gifts  to : 
menfe  numbers^  they  fpake  various  languages,  which  they  had  ne 
learaed,  and  preached  the  Gofpel  with  a  fuccefs  amazingly  rapid 
cxtenfive*  Th'efo  were,  in  feme  fenfe,  more  illuftrious  effefls,  t1 
attended. the  mini ftry  of  our  Lord:  and  yet  this  con£deration  c 
pot  weakjen  the  argument  for  his  Divinity,  taken  from  his  woi 
but  rather  ftrengthen  it.  For  thefd  very  things  were  accompliih 
as  appears  in  the  paHage-  before  us,  by  the  power  of  the  Savia 
and  accordingly,  the  Apoftles,  in  the  miracles  which  they  perforin 
confefled  their  dependence  upon  him,,  and,  afcribed  the  whole  g] 
to  him.  They  could- not  fpeak,  as  he  did,  "  I  fay  unto  thee^ 
rife,**  but  **  In  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  of  Nazareth,  rife  up 
walk;"  arid  again,  «*  Jefua  Chrift  maketh  thee  whole."  Luke 
X4*  -viii*  54*    A^s  iii.  6»  lx«  34* 
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is  able,  and  he  is  equally  willing,  to  fuppl/  all  our 

necefficies* 
It  IS  probable,  that  the  Apoftles  exprefled  a  pe« 

ciiliar  warmth  of  affbclion  for  their  dear  Lord,  who 

i»s  ahput  to  be  taken  from  them,  and  that  with  21 
reference  to  their  profeffions  of  regard  he  thus  conti- 
nued his  difcourfe:  "  Let  your  I  )ve  appear  in  your 
uniform  obedience  to  m^  injunvSlions;  and,  though 
I  fliall  withdraw  from  you,  I  will  entreat  the  Father, 
that  you  may  enjoy  thp  confolations  of  his  Spirit, 
and  tnat  for  a  perpetuity.  The  nK-a  of  the  world, 
with  fuch  carnal  fentiments  and  difpoficioiis,  as  pre- 
dominate in  their  minds,  cannot  ad:iiit  this  divine 
Vifitant ;  but  you  arc  already  acquainted  with  his 
influences,  and  (hall  receive  more  abundant  commu- 
nications from  him.  I  will  not,  therefore,  totally 
and  finally  defert  you,  but  will  return  Co  you  in  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  My  bodily  prcfjnce  will 
be  foon  removed  from  the  earth,  but,  through  faith, 
you  will  ftill  behold  me  ever  near  you ;  and  as  I  am 
poflefled  of  endlefs  life,  fp,  by  virtue  of  your  union 
with  me,  you  Ihall  maintain  a  ftate  of  fpiritual  vi- 
gour, and  be  conduvSled  to  the  everlaftiriT  felicities 
of  heaven.  That  promifed  elFufion  of  the  Spirit 
will  convince  ycu  more  fally,  that  I  am  joined  not 
only  to  my  Father,  but  to  yourfelves  alfo,  by  an  in- 
dilToluble  bond.  You  muft  be  reminded,  however, 
that  he  only,  who  ihews  a  conftant  dcfirc  and  en- 
deavour to  perform  whatever  I  have  commanded,  is 
allowed  to  givc  a  decifive  proof  of  his  regard.  He 
is  the  perfon,  who  ihall  obtain  unequivocal  marks  of 
my  Fadier's  favour,  as  v/tll  r^a  of  my  warmeft  at- 
tachment, and  who,  likewife,  fhall  receive  from  me 
1  clear  difcovery  of  my  glorious  character." 

Judas,  one  cf  the  twelve,  but  not  the  traitor,  ex- 

prefled  his  a^loniihment,  that  fuch  a  difcovery  fhould 

be  defigned  for  them,  and  not  extended  to  the  world 

at  large,  and  cried  out,  ^'  Lord,  how  is  it?"    Jefus 
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Immediately  refum^d  his  afFedionate  addreft :  <<  The 
man,  who  is  influenced  bv  a  fmcere  love  to,  met 
will  necefTarily  yield  an  unfeigned  fubmiffion  to  my 
authority:  and  as  he  will  be  the  objefbof  riiy  Fa- 
ther's  complacency  and  delight,  we  will  togethef 
vifit  him,  and  take  up  our  refidence  within  him* 
But  an  enmity  of  heart  will  lead  to  an  entire  refec- 
tion of  my  words;  and  as  I  declare  the  will  of 
Jehovah,  the  God  of  Hofts,  every  contemptuous  mi- 
believer  will  be  left  without  excufe.  Such  are 
the  inflrudions,  which  I  have  delivered,  during  mV 

rrfonal  miniftry  among  you.  And  now,  tfiougn 
am  departing,  the  Holy  Ghoft  Ihall  be  feht  to 
fupply  my  place:  He  (hall  give  you  a  clear  con- 
ception of  divine  truth,  and  revive  in  your  me- 
mories every  dodrine,  which  you  have  heard  from 
me." 

^'  Here,  then,  I  take  my  leave,  widi  a  declara* 
tlon  of  my  befl  wifhes  for  you.  Peace,  the  moft 
valuable  bleffing,  I  bequeath  to  you :  peace,  which 
I  have  procured  by  my  biood,  and  which  can  be 
communicated  only  by  my  grace,  I  beftow  Upon 
you.  This  is  what  the  world  cannot  impart :  their 
profeffions  of  good  will,  in  general,  are  empty  com- 
pliments ;  they  confer  no  real  fatis&dlion;  and  are 
extremely  changeable.  Far  different  is  my  folemn 
bcnediftion,  which  I  pronounce  in  the  fincerity  of 
my  heart,  which  carries  an  efRcacy  with  it  to  pro- 
mote your  happinefs,  and  which  I  will  never  revoke. 
On  thefe  grounds,  your  fears  may  be  difperfed,  and 
your  minds  compofed,  and  comforted." 

"  You  will,  therefore,  receive  the  moft  ample 
benefits  from  my  departure ;  and  on  my  account,  as 
well  as  your  own,  you  may  be  glad  at  my  removal, 
fince  I  am  quitting  my  prelent  itate  of  humiliation 
and  diflrefs,  and  returning  to  my  Father,  who  is 
exalted  in  blifs  and  glory,  far  beyond  what  I  am  now 
capable  of  poiTei&ng.    1  have  warned  you  of  die 

events. 
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tvents,  which  are  about  to  take  place,  that  you  may 
not  be  flaggered  by  them,  but  rather  confirmed  in 
the  fiuth.  I  fhall  not  have  time  to  add  much  more  : 
for  I  am  juft  entering  upon  a  painful  conflict  with 
Satan,  who  has  ufurp^d  the  dominion  of  the  world. 
But  I  dread  not  his  malice,  as  there  is  nothing  in  my 
nature,  which  can  favour  his  aflaults,  or  give  him  any 
advantage  over  me.  I  fubmit  to  this  oppofltion,  that 
I  may  publicly  teftify  my  regard  to  the  Father,  and 
my  readinefe  to  fulfil  all  my  engagements  with  him: 
and  now  I  haften  to  do  my  laft  work  upon  earth/* 

And  what  do  we  learn  from  this  aiFefting  difcourfe  i 
Does  it  not  excite  in  us  the  moft  fervent  love  to  the 
Saviour?  Let  us  not  forget,  that  he  requires  obedi- 
ence, as  the  teft  of  our  love.     Do  we  not  perceive 
the  excellence  and  happinefs  of  his  fervice  ?  Do  we 
not  long  for  the  manifeftation  of  the  divine  favour^ 
which  he  prom ifes  to  his  faithful  people?  Surely,  it 
oueht  to  afford  us  the  ftrongeft  confolation,   that 
Jeuis,  who  was  dead,  is  alive  again,  and  that  he  is 
gone  into  heaven,  to  carry  on  his  defigns  of  mercy 
for  us.     Nay,  he  is  (till  ever  prefent  with  his  Church, 
and  pledges  himfelf  for  the  fecurity  of  every  true 
believer.     The  light,  and  ftrength,  and  joy  of  his 
Spirit,  are  vouchfafed  to  all  his  fincere  difciples,  even 
to  the  end  of  time:  the  Comforter  will  "  abide 
with  us  for  ever."     Let  us  plead  with  him  thefe 
gnurious  declarations:    let   us  implore   that   peace, 
which  is  his  own  moft  valuable  legacy,  and  requeft, 
that,  fince  he  hath  overcome  Satan,  he  would  enable 
us  to  fuftain  the  cbnflid^:,  and  bring  us  ofF  "  more 
than  conquerors,"  to  the  praife  of  his  great  name. 

After  the  folemn  addrefs,  which  we  have  confider- 
cd,  our  Lord  propofed  to  retire;  but,  probably 
making  a  paufe  before  he  quitted  the  room,  he  re« 
newed  his  exhortations  to  the  Apoftjes.  To  fhew 
them  the  neceffity  of  continual  dependence  on  him, 
be  reprcfented  himfelf  and  bis  Church  under  the 
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flmilitudc  of  a  vine,   planted  and  cultivated  by  aff 
intelligent  and   careful   hufbandman  ♦.     He  is  the  ■ 
root  and  iiocic  of  the  tree,  and  his  profeffing  people  ■ 
may  be  fitly  compared  to  its  branches,  which  arc  of 
different  forts.     Some,  which  are  beautifully  adorned 
with  leaves,  produce  -no  fruit.     Thefe  muft  be  cut 
off,  and  configned  to  the  flames,  as  fit  only  to  be  ufed 
for  fuel.     Such  is  the  ftate  and  charafter  of  merely 
nominal  Chriflians>  and  fuch  will  be  their  final  de» 
ftruiftion.     They  are  members  of  the  vifible  Church;.  \ 
their  appearances  may  be  fair  and  promifing,  but  their 
barrennefs   vvitnefies    againit   them ;    and  therefore 
they  are  "  nigh  unto  curfing,  whofe  end  is  to  be 
burned  f." 

There  are  branches  of  another  fort,  truly  excellent 
and  valuable,  which,  in  confequence  of  nouriihment 
derived  from  the  root,  bear  a  large  increafe,     Sucby 
our  Lord  teftified,  were  all  the  Apoftles,  after  Judas 
had  withdrawn  from  the  company.     Such  lilccwife 
are  all  true  believers  :  for  by  faith  they  are  joined  to 
the  Saviour,  and  from  that  union  they  receive  an  in- 
Huence,   which   renders  them,   though  in  different 
degrees,  "  fruitful  in  every  good  work."     To  Him, 
therefore,  all  their  attainments  and  ufefulnefs  muflbe 
afcribed :  for,  left  to  themfelves,  or  feparated  fronv 
him,  they  would  no  more  be  productive  of  good^ 
than  the  branches  of  the  vine,  when  cut  off  from  the 
ftock.     But,  whilft  they  maintain  a  conftant  regard 
to  Jcfus,   they  preferve  their  fpiritual  life,  and  make 
advancement  in  holinefs. 

•  Yet  even  thefe  valuable  branches  ftand  in  need  of 
being  pruned  ;  for,  unlefs  the  luxuriant  parts  be  taken 
off,  the  fruit  will  degenerate.  For  this  very  purpofe, 
therefore,  the  care  of  the  hufbandman  is  exercifed.  O 
what  fharp  operations  does  it  require,  to  lop  off  thofe 
cx^refcences,   which  flioot  forth  even  from  eminent 

•  John,  xr*  i.  &c^         \  Hcb.  vi.  8- 
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believers !  The  Lord,  who  loves  them,  will  not  fpare 
them,  but  appoint  the  heavieft  affli<Slions,  with  no 
ether  defign  than  to  render  them  more  pure,  and,  of 
confequence,  more  honourable  and  ufeful  members  of 
his  Church. 

■  Do  we  perceive  our  own  charaSer  exhibited  in  this 
parable  ?  Have  we  any  thing  more  than  an  external 
profeflion  of  Chriftianity  ?  Are  we  '*  filled  with  the 
fruits  of  rightcoufners,  which  are  by  Jefus  Chrill  unto 
the  glory  and  praife  of  God*  ?"  Or  how  do  we  cxpe£k 
to  do  good  ?  Is  there  any  other  way,  than  through  a 
vital  union  with  the  Saviour?  No:  he  himfclf  de- 
clared our  utter  inability,  when  he  faid,  "  Without 
nie  ye  can  do  nothing.'*  Let  us  confefs  our  wealc- 
nefs,  and  implore  his  help.  May  he  attach  our  hearts 
to  himfeify  and  communicate  fuch  fupplies  of  grace, 
as  may  enable  us  to  adorn  our  holy  calling !  Be  ic 
our  concern,  to  maintain  our  faith,  and  cultivate  an 
intercourfe  with  him  day  bv  day.  Yet,  even  then> 
feverc  trials  may  be  neceflary  for  us.  Let  us  not 
ftrink  from  them,  but  pray  only,  that  they  may  ac- 
complifh  in  us  the  defired  cffedb.  How  blefled  will 
be  the  confequerices  of  fuch  an  adherence  to  Chrift! 
We  {hall  be  imboldened  to  approach  him  with  con- 
fidence ;  for  he  has  engaged  to  anfwer  our  petitions. 
By  our  confident  and  honourable  deportment,  the 
God,  whom  we  ferve,  will  be  glorified,  fince  it  will 
appear  from  us,  not  only  that  he  is  "  rich  in  mercy,'* 
but  that  he  "  loveth  rightcoufnefs."  This  alfo  will 
tontribute  eflentially  to  our  own  comfort,  as  affording 
the  ftrongeft  evidence,  that  we  are  the  difciples  of 
Jefus. 

Our  Lord,  therefore,  earneftly  prefled  upon  his 
Apoftles  fuch  a  pradlical  regard  to  duty  :  "  As  I  am 
the  objcEk  of  my  Father's  complacency  and  delight,  fo 
do  I  feel  the  moft  afFedlionate  attachment  to  you, 

♦  PhiLi.  XI, 
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It  fhould  be  your  aim  and  endeavour  to  Ivalk  in  ft 
ftate  of  holy  intimacy  with  me  i  which  can  be  efie&* 
ed  only  by  your  ready  compliance  with  all  my  in<^ 
jun6lions,  even  as  I  have  yielded  a  conftant  and  uni« 
verfal  obedience.  In  thefe  exhortations  I  am  the 
more  urgent,  that  I  may  receive  continual  fads£idion 
from  you,  and  that  your  happineis  in  mc  nuiybe 
completed." 

^^  One  commandment,  in  particular,  I  enforce 
upon  you ;  which  is,  that  you  bear  the  moft  fervent 
love  one  towards  another.     In  this,  you  have  only  to 
imitate  that  kindnefs,  which  I  have  (hewn  to  you* 
No  higher  inftance  of  benevolence  can  be  produced^ 
than  a  man's  offering  up  himfelf  to  die  on  behalf  of 
bis  friends.     As  my  friends  I  (hall  regard  you,  while 
you  pay  a  due  deference  to  my  authority,  and  fulfil 
my  precepts.     I  treat  you  not  as  inferior  domeftics, 
who  are  to  be  kept  at  a  diftance,  but  as  flie  partners 
of  my  counfels,  to  whom  I  have  communicated 
whatever  I  have  received  in  charge  from  my  Father^ 
To  this  honourable  fituation  you  have  been  called^ 
not  by  your  previous  choice  of  me,  but  by  my  free 
and  fovereign  mercy  towards  you:  and  I  have  ap« 
pointed  you  to  your  facred  fun£lion,  that  you  may  be 
extenfively  ufeful,  and  that  the  benefits  of  your  mi* 
niflry  may  reach  through  many  generations.     Such 
alfo  are  my  gracious  engagements  with  you,  that  you 
may  expcA  an  anfwer  to  your  largeft  petitions  in  my 
name.     I  require  only,  that  you  mew  your  gratitude 
and  fubjedion,  by  maintaining  a  mutual  and  ardent 
afFeftion  for  one  another." 

And  is  it  of  no  concern  to  us,  what  the  Saviour 
prefTed  upon  his  Apoftles?  Were  they  ftri£Hy  en- 
joined to  continue  in  the  love  of  their  Mafter;  and 
are  we  at  liberty  to  negleft  and  defpife  him?  Ought 
not  his  Unparalleled  kindnefs  in  dying  for  us,  as  well 
as  for  them,  excite  us  to  admire,  and  praife,  and  ferve 
him?  We  had  deferved  the  divine  indignation  and 
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vrath;  but,  by  virtue  of  his  oblation,  we  may  nofir 
le  adimtted  to  the  moft  honourable  privileges.  We 
ilfo,  like  the  A{)plties,  are  received  into  a  flate  of 
idj  friendfhip  with  our  Lord,  if  indeed  we  believe 
in  ms  name;  and  to  us  he  condefcends  to  make  known 
the  rayfteries  of 'his  kingdom.  Surely,  we  (hall  not 
lefitate  to  lay.  The  Lord  hath  done  it,  not  for  our 
righteottfnefs,  but  of  his  own  abundant  grace..  Yet 
we  (hould  remember,  that  the  end  of  our  election  and 
feparation  from  die  world,  is,  that  we  may  produce 
HHt  firuits  qf  righteoufnefs.  Is  this  our  aim  and  deftre  ? 
To  infbuice  in  the  particular  duty,  fo  much  infifted 
on;  do  we  pofiefs  and  cultivate  brotherly  love?  If 
och^rwife,  where  is  our  religion  ;  where  our  know* 
kdge,  and  imitation  of  Chrift  ?  Can  it  be  allowable 
for  us,  any  more  than  for  the  firft  Chriftians,  to 
^  bite  and  devour  one  another?"  You,  therefore,  who 
•*  have  bitter  envying  and  ftrife  in  your  hearts,  glory 
not,  and  lie  not  againil  the  truth  ^,"  for  you  are 
Grangers  to  the  power  of  the  Gofpel. 

Jefus  proceeded  in  his  exhortation  to  his  Apoftles, 
diat  he  might  prepare  them  for  the  oppofition,  which 
awaited  them:  ^  However  unexceptionable  and  be- 
nevolent your  fpirit  and  conduct  may  be,  you  need 
not  wonder,  if  you  be  marked  out  as  objeds  of  ge- 
neral deteftation ;  fince  you  have  feen  me  treated  in 
the  (ame  manner.  If,  indeed,  you  were  conformed 
to  the  principles  and  praAices  of  the  world,  you  might 
conciliate  their  &vour ;  but,  as  you  differ  trom  them 
fo  widely,  in  confeauence  of  your  being  feparated  by 
my  grace,  you  will  excite  their  difguit.  Still  you 
fhodd  hot  complain,  but  be  fatisfied,  when  you  re- 
coiled^ that  you  meet  with  no  worfe  reception  thaii 
your  Mafter.  Perfecutions  will  be  raifed  againft  you 
on  my  account,  through  an  ignorance  of  God  and  of 
his  Qirift.    Be  not  tempted  to  comply  with  your 

*  Jamei  iii.  X4« 
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enemies,  or  envy  them  their  triumplr;  for  their  caiii 
is  deplorably  wretched.     As  I  have  fo  long  preached.  • 
amongft  them,   and   confirmed    my  do£lrines  with  - } 
unparalleled  miracles,  they  can  fet  up  no  plea  in  their, 
own  defence.     For  now  it  appears,  that  in  rejeding  - 
me  they  rcfift  the  God  of  heaven,  vs^ho  hath  borne  bit 
teftimony  to  me.     Yet,  even  by  this  unreafonable  and 
bafe  oppofition,  they  fulfil  their  own  fcriptures,  which 
have  foretold  it*." 

*'  My  caufe,  however,  fliall  profper,  notwith* 
landing  the  violence  of  adverfaries.  The  abundant 
cfFufion  of  the  Spirit,  whom  I  will  fend  downirom 
the  Father,  upon  my  return  to  him,  (hall  afFord  the 
njoft  convincing  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpd. 
You  alfo,  ray  chofen  witnefTe?,  whom  I  have  trained 
up  for  the  miniftry,  fhall  be  fo  ftrengthened  and.ina* 
boldened  to  preach  the  fairh,  that  your  enemies  wiU 
be  confounded,  and  multitudes  of  converts  added  to 
my  Church." 

What  influence,  then,  do  we  draw  froni  this  part 
of  the  exhortation  ?  If  the  religion  of  Jefus  be  the 
fame,  as  in  primitive  times,  may  not  fimifar  confe- 
quences  be  expeded?  The  external  profeflion,  in- 
deed,  as  it  is  general  among  us,  expofes  no  man  to 
contempt:  but  the  life  and  power  of  it  would  ftill 
render  us  unfalhionable,  and  ofFenfive  to  thofe,  who 
are  governed  by  the  maxims  and  cuftoms  of  the 
world.  This  is  not  to  be  avoided,  even  by  the  moft 
prudent  and  exemplary  Chriftians.  The  zealous 
followers  of  Jefus  will  be  hated,  in  a  meafure,  as  he 
was,  and  for  that  very  reafon,  becaufe  they  referable 
Him.  Does  this  difcourage  us  ?  Or  do  we  complain 
of  (he  terms?  Are  \vc,  then,  inclined  to  join  the 
fociety  of  thofe,  who  fcofF  at  all  ferious  attention  to 
ipiritual  things,  or,  at  leaft,  who  care  not  for  them? 
Let  us  deliberate  well.      What  will  the  iflfuc   be? 

*  Pfal.  xixv.  19. 
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not  fuch  a  condu£l  imply  a  decided  oppo- 
thc  Saviour  ?  And,  confidering  the  inftruc- 
d  admonitiojis  given  us,  would  not  our  fin  be 
nable?  Let  us  rather,  therefore,  meet  the 
3f  meti,  than  provoke  the  vengeance  of  A1- 
God. 

promulgation  of  the  Gofpel,  through  the 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  the  labours  of  the 
s^  has  been  anf\^erable  to  the  predi£lion.  Bdt 
ourfclves  brought  under  its  influence?  Every 
:iple,  even  now,  will  be  able  to  bear  witnefs 
ift  :  what,  then,  is  our  teftimony  concerning 
>an  we  tell  of  his  power,  faithfulnefs,  and  love, 
ir  own  experience,  and  recommend  his  fervice 
Tom  what  we  have  known  of  its  bledednefs  ? 
tions  of  this  nature,  frorn  private  and  obfcure 
ins,  might  have  the  happieft  efFetSts,  in  filencing 
sftions  of  infidels,  and  reconciling  many  to 
inciplcs,  which  they  defplfe.  May  Jefus, 
caked  Lord,  fend  down  a  more  abundant 
B  of  his  Spirit  upon  us,  that  his  caufe  may 
ived,  his  Church  enlarged,  and  his  people 
ed  with  increafing  confidence  and  joy  in  his 
to  the  glory  of  his  own  name  here  and  for 
Amen* 
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SECT.    38. 

^efui  concluded  his  addrefs  to  his  Apojiles^  with  a  prC'^ 
diction  of  their  fu^erings^  a  promifirfthi  Spirit^  and 
an  ajfurance  of  hts  own  retum^^offered  up  a  fervent 
prayer^  for  htmfelf  his  Apojiles^  and  all  believers. 

Whatever  the  Saviour  felt  on  his  own  account^ 
in  the  view  of  his  approaching  fuffcrings,  he  was  moft 
deeply  affcfted,  as  we  have  feen,  for  the  diftreflfcd 
ftate,  in  which  he  was  about  to  leave  his  beloved 
Apoftles.  Probably,  they  ftill  remained  with  him  in 
the  gaeft  chamber,  after  the  celebration  of  the  .paff- 
over,  to  hear  his  folemn  counfels  and  exhortations. 
He  continued  to  addrefs  them,  for  a  few  moments 
longer,  with  all  the  tendernefs,  which  the  moft  in- 
dulgent parents  can  exprefs  for  their  dear  children, 
who  are  foon  to  beexpofed  as  helplefs  orphans  to  ex« 
treme  dangers  and  calamities.  He  proceeded,  there- 
fore, with  the  fame  benevolent  defign,  to  inftrud,  to 
warn,  and  to  comfort  them  * : 

**  I  have  given  you,  my  fiiithful  followers,  previous 
intimations  of  the  formidable  oppofition,  which  you 
will  have  to  encounter,  in  order  that,  being  prepared, 

;ou  may  not  be  {baken  in  your  minds,  or  induced  to 
efert  my  caufe,  when  you  enter  upon  the  fliarp  con- 
flia.  Your  enemies  will  perfecute  you  with  a  rage 
fo  blind  and  furious,  that,  while  they  excommunicate 
you,  and  even  put  you  to  death,  they  will  confider 
themfclves  as  performing  a  religious  fcrvice,  and 

*  John  xTi.  J,  &c* 
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bringing  glory  to  God.  This  will  arifc  from  their 
Ignorance*  of  the  righteous  charaftcr  of  my  Father, 
as  well  as  of  my  peculiar  office  and  dignity.  In  your 
deep  diftrefles  you  will  recolle6t  my  predidions,  and 
find  in  them  a  confirmation  of  your  faith.  It  was 
the  Icfs  nccelTiiry  to  give  you  theie  notkes  before,  as. 
I  have  hitherto  been  your  conftaiit  companion, 
ready  to  fiiggeft  all  proper  counfel  and  direSion,  as 
circumftances  occurred." 

Such  was  the  prophecy  of  Jefus,  and  we  learn  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  Apoftles,  that  it  was  exaflly  veri- 
fied. They,  who  ought  to  have  been  received  '*  as 
an  Angel  of  God,'*  met  with  general  fcorn  and  de- 
teftation,  as  if  they  were  unworthy  to  live ;  and  many  . 
of  them  fuffercd  death  in  its  moft  dreadful  forms> 
while  their  perfeciitors  pleaded  a  regard  to  conference 
and  religion.  We  read  of  fimilar  events  in  other 
ages  of  the  Church ;  and  at  the  prefent  day,  though 
violence  is  rettraincd  and  loud  profeflions  of  candour 
and  liberality  are  made,  it  is  obvious,  that  fervent 
zeal  for  the  honour  of  our  Redeemer  would  expofe  us 
to  contempt.  And  do  not  many  among  us,  through 
the  fear  of  difficulties,  decline  thofe  pious  exertion^ 
which  they  acknowledge  to  be  requifite  ?  Or,  if  we 
*'  AiflFer  for  righteoufnefs  fake,"  are  we  notoflFended, 
and  aim  oft  induced  to  defert  the  fervice?  Have  we,, 
then,  forgotten  the  declarations  of  Jefus?  Or  have 
they  not  taught  us  to  expedl  the  enmity  of  the  world, 
if  we  would  be  the  friends  of  God  ?  If  real  godlinefs 
produced  no  oppofition,  how  would  the  fcriptures  be 
fulfilled  ?  But  matter  of  fa6t  abundantly  confirms  their 
truth,  and  (hould  eftablifli  us  in  the  belief  and  love  of 
the  Gofpel. 

The  Apoftles  were  too  much  opprefled  by  the  in- 
timations of  their  Lord's  departure,  to  propofe  any 
further  enquiries  upon  the  fubjeft.     But  he  proceeded 
to  fuggeft  fuch  confiderationf,  as  might  relieve  and  . 
comfort  them.     "  However  painful  my  removal  may 

Vol- IV.  E  \>^ 
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be  to  you,  it  is  highly  requifite  on  your  own  account; 
for  you  could  not  otherwife  obtain  the  influences  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  But  now,  in  confequence  of  my 
death,  this  divine  Agent  fhall  defcend  upon  yoQ,  and 
give  an  amazing  efficacy  to  your  miniftrations.  By 
his  mighty  operations,  many  perfons  of  the  world  will 
be  convinced  of  their  aggravated  guilt  in  rejecting  me, 
of  the  nature  and  fufficiency  of  my  righteoufn'efs, 
becaufe  having  finiflied  my  work  on  earth  I  am  re- 
turning to  my  Father,  and  of  the  certainty  and  folem^ 
nity  of  that  judgment  which  is  committed  unto  mc, 
fmce  Satan  is  now  deprived  of  his  dominion." 

"  Many  things  yet  remain  to  be  more  clearly  un- 
folded to  you,  but  for  the  prefent,  through  the 
erroneous  lentiments  and  ftrong  prejudices  which 
poffefs  your  minds,  you  are  mdifpofed  to  receive  them. 
The  Spirit,  who  will  be  your  guide  and  teacher,  will 
cffedually  difpel  the  darknefs-from  Jrour  minds,  and 
reveal  the  whole  fyftem  of  divine  truth :  and  his 
declarations  fhoiild  be  regarded  as  coming  with  au- 
tnority  from  heaven.  He  will  difcover  future  events; 
but  his  peculiar  office  will  be  to  give  you  clearer  and 
more  honourable  conceptions  of  my  chara<9er  and 
falvation,  by  exhibiting  to  your  view  thofe  glorious 
perfcdHons,  which  I  pofTefs  in  the  fame  extent  as  the 
Father." 

Here  let  us  paufe,  and  contemplate  the  Saviour's 
promifes,  from  which  we  may  derive  the  ftrongeft 
confolation.  However  we  may  be  inclined  to  lament 
his  removal  from  the  earth,  we  may  rejoice  in  thofe 
ineftimable  benefits,  which  his  death  has  procured. 
In  particular,  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  are  beftovved 
upon  the  Church,  as  the  fruit  and  purchafc  of  his 
facrifice.  It  is  allowed,  that  thefe  influences  were 
communicated  to  the  Apoftles  in  an  extraordinary 
meafure,  and  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  their  fitu- 
ation  rendered  them  expedient.  But  the  Spirit  yet 
continues  to  execute  his  office  by  his  commoa  ope- 
rations. 
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^  rations,  according  to  our  Lord's  defcription.  He  It 
is,  who  arrefts  the  carelefs  (inner,  and  fixes  upon  him 
I  deep  convidtion  of  guilt,  elpecially  for  his  contempt 
of  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel.  He  gives  th^  knowledge 
of  falvatton,  by  exhibiting  to  the  view  of  the  mind 
the  perfect  obedience  of  Chrift.  And  He  alfo  directs 
the  attention  to  the  fame  exalted  Perfonage,  in  the 
cbara6lei:  of  the  Almighty  Governor  and  univerfal 
Judge.  May  thefe  efFc(5ts  accompany  the  labours  of 
faithful  minifters  in  the  prefent  day !  For  thus  only 
"  the  word  of  God  is  quick,  and  powerful,  and  (harp- 
er than  any  two-edged  fword*:"  thus  only  will  it 
"  have  free  courfe  and  be  glorified  f." 

It  was  promifed  to  the  Apoftlcs,  that  their  igno- 
rance and  prejudice  (hould  be  removed  by  further  de- 
'■  _    grees  of  illumination,  particularly  by  larger  difcoveries 
of  the  dignity  of  the  Redeemer,  and  of  the  blelfings 
•    which  he  beftows.     We  alfo  ftand  in  need  of,  and 
are  encouraged  to  folicit  and  expedl,  the  fame  graci- 
--    ous  afiiftance.     Have  we  no  miftakes  to  be  correcEl- 
l     cd,  no  wrong  afFeftions  to  be  fubdued  ?  Let  us  pray, 
I     that  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  is  the  author  of  all  fpiri-  . 

V  tual  light  and  life,  may  "  guide  us  into  all  truth:*' 
It     We  look  not  for  infallibility,  or  the  gift  of  prophecy : 

but  we  may  offer  up  the  moft  fervent  fupplications, 

f  «  That  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Father 

{  of  glory,   may  give-unto  us  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and 

V  revelation,  in  the  knowledge  of  Him:  the  eyes  of  our 
\  underftanding  being  enlightened ;  that  we  may  know 
t  what  is  the  hope  of  his  calling,  and  what  the  riches 
i\  of  the  glory  of  his  inheritance  in  the  faints  J." 

f  Upon  our  Lord's  intimating  to  his  Apoftles,   that 

!  he-ihould  foon  depart,  but  return  after  a  (hort  inter- 

i  val,  fince  he  was  going  to  the  Father;  they  were  at 

B  a  lofs  to  comprehend  his   meaning.     He  declared, 

t;  therefore,  more  explicitly,  that  though  diftrcfs  and 

k  *  Heb.if.  la.         f  »  Thofl;  iii.  i.        J  Eph.  i.  17,  i«. 
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anguifli  were  coming  upon  them,  fharp  as  the  pangs 
of  childbirth,  yet  as  thefe  are  fucceeded  by  fenfations 
of  peciiliar  delight  after  a  fafe  delivery,  fo  their  grief 
would  be  followed  by  a  ftat6  of  lading  joy,  inafmuch 
as  he  fbould  vifit  them  again.  Doubtlefs,  he  intend-- 
c  d  to  fuggeft,  that  by  his  appearance,  upon  his  re- 
iliireflionTrom  the  dead,  he  (hould  difperfe  their  fears, 
anJfo  eftablifli  their  hopes  and  comforts,  that  they 
might  not  be  fhaken  by  any  future  trials.  Yet  it  is 
probable,  that  he  had  a  reference  to  his  final  advent, 
when  all  his  people  (hall  behold  his  glory.  Then,  in 
the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  words,  they  (Kail  meet  him 
♦**  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads: 
they  fhall  obtain  joy  and  gladnels ;  and  forrow  and 
fjghing  fhall  flee  away*."  What  ftrong confolatioa 
<loes  this  adminifter  to  believers  !  Under  your  fevereft 
calamities,  look  forwards  to  your  Lord's  return,  with 
a  holy  exultation,  for  "  He  fliall  wipe  away  all  tears 
from  your  eyesf  .*'  If  he  (hould  thus  intimate  his 
intention,  ''  Surely,  I  come  quickly  ;'*  it  is  your  pri- 
vilege to  reply,  "  Amen:  even  fo  come,  Lord 
JefusJ." 

The  Saviour  reminded  his  Apoftles,  that,  thougk 
his  bodily  prefence  (hould  be  withdrawn  from^hcoi, 
they  (hould  be  fo  much  more  enlightened,  as  not  to 
ftand  in  need  of  the  fame  familiar  converfe  with  him. 
Some  degree  of  obfcurity  re(ted  upon  all  his  inftruc- 
tions  during  his  perfonal  continuance  among  them 4 
but  he  promifed  to  giv  e  them  by  his  Spirit  the  moft 
explicit  declarations  of  the  divine  will.  He  preffed 
upon  them  the  nece(Etyx)f  prayer,  and  taught*  them 
efpecially  to  maintain  an  entire  dependence  upon  his 
merits  and  mediation,  in  all  their  addrefles  to  the 
Father ;  which  they  had  not,  till  that  time,  been  in- 
ftrufted  to  do  in  fo  exprefs  a  manner.  He  added, 
like  wife,  the  moft  gracious  a(rurances,  that  their  pcti- 

.'    *  Ifa.  XXXV.  10.        f  Rev.  vii.  17,        J  xxii.  ao.    . 
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trnns,  being  offered  up  through  faith  in  his  name^ 
wo^ild  certainly  obtain  a  favourable  acceptance,  and 
enfure  the  completion  of  their  wifhes.  This  efficacy 
he  taught  them  to  afcribe,  not  only  to  hrs  intcrceflion, 
but  to  the  ftrong  afFe<5tion,  which  the  Father  himfelf 
bore  towards  them  for  their  warm  and  faithful  attach- 
ment to  him.  He  repeated  it,  therefore,  for  their 
encouragement,  that  hs  was  then  about  to  return  to 
that  high  and  glorious  Perfonage,  to  whom  they  them- 
fclves  were  dear. 

All  that  clear  information,  which  the  Saviour  pro- 
mifed,  the  Apoftles  adlually  received  j  and  we,  at  this 
very  day,  enjoy  the  benefits  of  their  illumination. 
Let  us  value  thofe  authentic  records,  in  wiiich  th^y 
have  unfolded  to  our  view  the  difcoveries  of  divine 
truth,  fo  wonderfully  communicated  to  them.  But 
let  us  not  forget  our  need  of  prayer,  and  the  great  ad- 
vantages attending  the  right  performance  of  this  duty. 
We,  alfo,  are  allowed  a  free  accefs  to  God  in  tha 
name  of  Jefus.  Arc  we  making  ufe  of  the  privilege  I 
Are  we  imploring  fpiritual  bleffings  with  all  that  fer- 
vour, which  a  full  convidlion  of  their  value  v/ould 
produce?  Do  we  exercife  an  unfeigned  reliance 
upon  our  exalted  Interceflbr  ?  And  can  we,  through 
bim,  approach  to  God,  as  to  a  loving  Father,  with 
confidence  and  joy?  This  is  the  temper  and  con- 
duct, to  which  a  firm  belief  of  the  Gofpel  will  infaU 
libly  lead. 

After  thefc  declarations  of  Jefus,  the  Apoftles  pro* 
fefled  to  have  received  entire  fatisfa£iion,  and  an 
aflured  perfuafion  of  his  high  character  and  divine 
original.  But  alas  !  they  were  not  fufficiently  aware 
of  their  own  weaknefs.  He  warned  them,  that,  ftrong 
as  their  faith  might  feem,  the  hour  was  at  hand,  when 
they  would  all  be  fo  Chaken  in  their  principles  as  to 
defert  him:  yet,  not withftanding  their  treachery,  he 
rejoiced  that  he  fhould  be  fupported  by  virtue  of  his 
union  with  the  Father.     It  is  not  wrong  to  declare. 
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what  are  our  views  of  Chrift,  and  what  afFeSions  we 
feel  towards  him :  but  the  folemn  admonition,  here 
given,  teaches  us  not  to  boaft  of  the  clcarn'cfs  of  our 
knowledge  or  the  warmth  of  our  attachment.  .  We 
mav»  Toon  be  brought  into  fuch  trials,  as  may  ftagger 
and  confound  us ;  af^d,  for  a  feafon  at  leafV,  we  may 
be  "  moved  away  from  the  hope  of  the  Gofpel/*  as 
if  we  had  found  the  whole  fyftem  to  be  a  delufion. 
It  will  be  our  wifdom,  as  well  as  duty,^under  a  dif* 
fidence  of  ourfelvcs,  to  rely  upon  the  grace  of  God, 
which  alone  can  preferve  us,  and  to  pray,  •*  Uphold 
me  according  unto  thy  word,  that  I  may  live;  and 
let  me  not  be  afliamed  of  my  hope*." 

'Yet  we  admire  the  forbearance  and  tendernefs  of 
Jefus,  even  in  the  view  of  their  inconftancy.  He  did 
not  frown  upon  them,  but  ftill  encouraged  them  by 
an  afTuratice  of  his  earned  defire,  that  they  might 
enjoy  a  folid  peace  through  faith  in  his  name.  And, 
while  he  warned  them  to  look  for  fevere  oppofition 
and  (harp  diftrefs  from  the  world,  he  clofed  his  addreft 
with  exhorting  them  to  maintain  a  holy  cheerfxilneft 
and  courage,  in  full  dependence  upon  him  their  vic- 
torious Leader.  It  is  the  will  of  Jefus,  then,  that  bit 
fainting  people  fliould  be  comforted ;  and  even  that 
thofe,  who  have  betrayed  an  unfteadinefs  in  his  fervice, 
ihould  not  defpond,  but  be  induced  to  return,  and 
truft  in  his  love.  Oy  how  large  are  his  compaf- 
fior.s ! 

We  afk,  What  are  your  cxpeSations  of  happtnefs  ? 
Are  you  feeking  it  in  prcfentthings  ?  Alas  !  youwill  be 
miferably  difappointed :  Jcfus  alonccan  bcftow  the  pre- 
cious treafure,  nor  wiH  you  everobain  it,  till  you  be  wil- 
ling to  receive  it  at  his  hands.  You  cannot  enjoy  his 
favour  and  that  of  the  world  together.  If  you  follow 
him  with  fidelity  and  zeal,  you  riiuft  prepare  to  meet 
refiftance^  and  arm  yourfelves  for  a  fevere  conflict. 

»  Pfal.cxix.  X16 
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He,  however,  whom  you  fcrve,  has  already  overcome 
your  enemies  ;  and  you  may  rejoice  in  this  confidence, 
that  they  (hall  be  fubJued  under  your  feer,  be- 
caufe  He  has  gained  the  conqueft.  O  defert  not 
bis  ftandard,  and  you  (ball  foon  (hare  in  the  honours 
of  his  triumph,  and  fit  down  with  him  in  his  king- 
dom ! 

Jefus  had  finiflied  the  folemn  addrefs  to  the  Apof- 
tlcs ;  but,  ftill  aftuated  by  a  defire  to  promote  their 
higheft  intereft,  he  looked  up  to  his  heavenly  Father, 
and  poured,  out  his  foul  in  the  moft  fervent  intercef^ 
fiom  for  them*.  Having  rifen  from  table,  he  feem- 
ed  in  the  very  pofture  of  one  departing.  He  had 
taken  his  leave  of  his  beloved  attendants ;  but,  thac 
be  might  give  them  a  further  proof  of  his  warm  af- 
fection, he  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  fpake  aloud,  while 
he  commended  them  and  their  concerns  to  God.  It 
is  probable,  that  the  prayer  was  uttered  iii  their  heac- 
ingi  J^n,  who  was  then  prefent,  having  recorded  it 
at  length ;  and  it  remains  as  a  {landing  monument 
ef  bis  llrong  and  invariable  attachment  to  his  Church. 
It  was  adapted  to  his  own  peculiar  circumftances, 
when  he  had  but  a  few  hours  more  to  live  in  the 
world  ;  and  his  conduct  on  that  occafion  teaches  us 
to  wait  for  our  great  change  in  the  exercife  of  ardent 
devotion.  But  it  appears,  more  efpecially,  to  have 
been  didlated  by  a  tender  regard  to  the  fituation  of 
his  Apoftles,  who,  perpte\ed  and  tempted  as  they 
were,  ftood  in  need  of  all  that  protection,  fupport, 
and  comfort,  which  he  folicited  his  Father  to  grant 
them.  It  is  likewife  to  be  confidered,  as  a  pat- 
tern of  that  prevailing  interceilion  which  he  car- 
ries on  in  heaven,  and  will  continue  to  the  end 
of  time,  for  the  benefit  of  every  member  of  his 
Church. 

There  are  thofe,  who  reprefent  it  as  inconfiftent 

•  John  xvih  i^  kc^ 
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witfe  the  doArine  of  his  Godhead,  that  he  fliould 
ever  be  a  fupplicant.  But  they  feem  willing  to  For- 
"get  that  part  of  the  Chriftian's  creed,  which  main- 
tains, that  Jefus  was  very  man  as  well  as  very  God, 
that  as  man  he  was  required  "  to  fulfil  all  rightcouf- 
nefs,"  and  therefore  among  other  duties  to  perform 
that  of  prayer.  Befides,  in  that  ftate  of  humiliation, 
being  a  partaker  of  our  weaknefTes,  he  had  occailoa 
to  implore  affiftance  from  above,  even  as  we  our- 
felvcs  5  and  he  received  that  affiftance  in  anfwer  to 
his  own  petitions.  Yet  in  his  remarkable  addrefs  to 
Heaven,  which  we  now  proceed  to  confider,  h* 
difcovers  a  fuperior  dignity.  The  language  is 
fuch,  as  a  mere  man   cannot  adopt;    it   will   not 

.  fuit  any  other  than  Him,  who  is  -our  Immanuel, 
pofTefl'ed  of  two  natures,  "  God  manifeft  in  the 
flefli." 

He  began  with  a  requeft  for  himfelf.  He  could 
not  be  unmindful  of  his  own  fituation,  with  which 
fuch  important  events  were  connedled.  As  he  was 
aboutjo  clofe  his  work  on  earth,  it  wa?  his  earneft 
defire  fo  to  be  fupported,  that  the  conclufion  might 
be  truly  honourable.  The  grand,  decifive  hour 
was  at  hand,  on  which  the  whole  of  his  mediatorial 
undertaking  depended:  anxious,  therefore,  for  the 
glory  "of  God  and  the  falvation  of  his  people,  he 
prayed,  that  he  might  be  fuftained  in  the  conflict, 
and  crowned  with  y'i£kory.  This  he  folicitcd  and 
obtained.  A  divine  fplendour  attended  him  in  his 
deepeft  humiliation :  an  Angel  appeared  to  ftrengthen 
him  in  the  garden ;  his  enemies  were  ftruck  to  the 
ground;  his  very  judge  teftified  his  innocence ;  the 
cbnverfion  of  a  dying  finner  gave  a  Juftre  to  his 
crofs ;  the  heavens  were  darkened,  the  earth  (hook, 
the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent,  and  the  graves  open- 

-«d,  in  anfwer  to  this  requeft,  that  the  dignity  of  the 
Saviour  might  be  attefted.  Doubtlefs,  he  had  a  view 
like  wife  to  ihofe  fubfequent  e^n'ts,  bis  refurredlion 

and 
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tni  arcenfion,  the  miraculous  efFufion  of  the  Spirit, 
and  Ihe  efficacious  influence  of-  the  Gofpel :  and 
thefe  a]fo  have  fignally  difplayed  his  high  charadler. 

He  confidered  himfelf  in   poffefEon  of  univcrfal 
dominion,  to  be  exercifed  with  an  efpecial  regard 
to  the  falvation  of  his  people,  according  to  the  di* 
vine  Covenant.     To  this  end,  it  was  necefTary  fop 
them  to  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truer 
God,   and  of  the  fcheme  of  Redemption  through 
Ae  Son.      Having  reprefcnted,    therefore,  that  h& 
had  invariably  purfued  the  great  plan  intrufted  to 
him,  and  that  he  was  about  to  perfecSt  his  engage- 
ments by  the  facrifice  of  himfelt^  he  petitioned  that 
he  might  again  be  admitted  to  participate  of  all  that 
iplcndour  of  Deity,  which  he  had  enjoyed  fromever- 
lafting  in  union  with  the  Father,  and  of  which  he 
had  divefted  himfelf  that  he  might  take  up  his  abode 
upon  earth. — He  is*  now  returned   to  that  exalted 
ftate,  from  which  he  defconded  :  and  furely,  accord- 
ing to  this  defcription,  it  is  meet  that  we  adore  him 
as  our  Lord  and  our  God.     A  mere  creature,  or 
One   raifed  to  be  God,  as  fome  vainly  talk,  could 
not  fpeak  thus ;  fince  whatever  glory  he  now  pof- 
feffes  in  heaven,  he  did  poflbfs  before  there  was  any 
creation.     The  doftrine  is  myfteriou?,  but  we  re- 
joice in  it,  as  laying  a  firm  foundation  fpr  our  faith 
and  hope. 

In  this  addrefs  of  Jefus  to  his  Father^,  he  bore 
upon  his  heart  the  cafe  of  his  dear  followers,  and 
efpecially  of  his  chofen  Apadles.  He  appears,  in- 
deed, to  have  been  niore  fol  ciious  for  them,  than 
for  himfelf;  fo  that,  even  in  the  mention  of  his  own 
concerns,  he  had  a  view  to  their  benefit.  His  dif- 
ciples  were  his  peculiar  charge;  they  had  been  com- 
mitted to  him  by  exprefs  Covenant;  he  had  gra- 
dually trained  them  up  for  his  fervice,  and  faithfally 
inftru<5^ed  them  in  the  divine  will.  They,  on  their 
part,  bad  believed  bis  declarations,  un'erftood  his 
E  5  cl[i;)tv;).&^i 
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charauEtcr,  and  fteadfaftly  atuched  themfelves  to  his 
caufe.  This  he  rcprefcnted,  while  he  interceded 
for  them,  cxcluiively  of  others  who  knew  him  not. 
He  pleaded,  that  they  were  the  objedls  of  his  Father's 
peculiar  choice  and  love,  as  well  as  of  his  awn«» 
He  argued,  that  in  this  refpeft  there  could  be  no 
difference  between  him  and  the  Father,  and  that,  as 
they  pofleffcd  the  fame  perfeftions,  their  counfels  ' 
muft  accord,  and  the  fame  perfons  be  equally  dear 
to  them  both#  Anxious,  therefore,  for  the  welfare 
of  his  favoured  attendants,  from  whom  he  was  then 
about  to  depart,  he  folemnly  commended  them  to 
the  care  of  God,  and  prayed,  that,  for  the  honour 
of  his  name,  they  might  be  preferved  from  the  fnares, 
to  which  they  were  expofed,  and  be  knit  together  by 
sm  indiflbluble  union  of  affedion. 

He  had  watched  over  them  during  his  reddence 
amongft  them,  and  had  kept  them  in  the  faith }  fo 
that  Judas  only  had  apodatized,  according  to  the 
predi(ftions  of  the  fcripture.  And  now,  upon  his 
returning  to  his  Father,  he  offered  up  thefe  petitions 
in  their  prefence,  that  their  happinefs  in  him  might 
be  confirmed  and  completed.  He  obferVed^  tbat^ 
as  thdy  had  received  his  dodrine,  and,  like  hiiP) 
differed  fo  widely  from  the  cuftoms  and  fpirit  of  the 
world,  they  were  generally  rejefled  with  abhorrence, 
and  no  other  treatment  could  be  looked  for.  He 
was  not  felicitous,  that  they  fliould  be  immediately 
taken  to  heaven,  merely  to  avoid  the  violence  of 
perfecution :  he  knew,  that  it  was  expedient  for 
them  to  remain  longer  upon  earth ;  but  he  prayed 
moft  fervently,  that  they  might  not  be  overcome  by 
temptation,  or  betrayed  into  any  difhonourable  con- 
dua.  He  requefted,  that,  while  they  feparated  from 
fmners,  they  might  be  continually  advancing  in  real 
holinefs,  through  the  powerful  influence  of  divine 
truth  upon  their  minds.  For  this  purpofe  he  pleaded 
the  iqfiportance  of  their  office^  as  they  were  his 
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sinbaflkdors,  appointed  ta  promote  the  grand  obieft 
of  his  own  miffion:  and  he  exprefled  his  deiire^ 
dttCy  as  he  devoted  himfelf  to  his  work  widi  a  view^ 
to  dieir  Ipiritual  good^  they  might  receive  more- 
abundant  grace,  and  feel  the  ikn£iifying  inffuence 
of  that  Goipelj  which  they  were  about  to  preach^ 

What  do  we  learn  from  all  this  I  Among  other 
things,  we  cannot  but  remark  the  earned  concern 
of  JeTus  for  the  intereft  of  true  religion.  Theie  his. 
4ear  fervants,  fo  commiffioned^  obtained  a  pecuUat* 
honour ;  and  to  the  prevalency  of  this  intercei£on^ 
not  to  any  natural  excellence  or  fuperiority  in  them, 
we  muft  afcribe  their  ardent  zeaJ^  their  unfhakea 
confidence,  their  exemplary  holinefs,  and  amazing 
iuccefs.  Let  their  hiftory,  from  the  day  of  Pentecoft, 
teftify,  how  fully  his  prayers  were  anfwered^  We 
rejoice,  that  he  uill  fends  out  minifters,  for  the  en-i- 
largement  and  edification  of  his  Church,  that  he  is- 
felicitous  to  preferve  and  blefs  them  by  his  erace^ 
and  gives  efficacy  to  their  labours.  They  mould 
ierioufiy  contemplate  the  chara£ter  of  the  Apoftle» 
as  here  ftated  by  their  Lord,  that  they  may  judge 
what  manner  of  perfons  they  themfelves  ought  to  be» 
It  is  expedient  for  them,  doubtlefs,  as  it  was  for  the 
Apoftles,  to  be  cordially  attached  to  the  Saviour, 
and  to  poflefs  an  eminent  meafure  of  divine  know- 
ledge,  ^ith,  and  holinefs;  and  it  is  equally  necelTarjr 
to  pray,  that  they  may  be  kept  from  the  evil  of  the 
world,  ynited  together  in  love,  and  (andified  througb 
the  truth,  which  they  preach.  Let  them,  therefore^ 
commend  their  caufe  to  Jefus,  who,  as  their  Ad-^^ 
vocate  in  heaven,  will  plead  for  them,  and  they» 
(hall  receive  fufficient  grace,  as  the  fruit  of  his  mci-- 
diation. 

But  private  Chriftians,  as  weU^  as  minifters,  mzy 

derive  encouragement  from  this  fiE>lemn  interceffion- 

€f  Jefus.     They  are  all  dbae  to  him^  nor  can  he 

ever  be  unmindful  of  their  interefis..    Accordingly^. 

E  6  W 
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he  aflerted,  that  he  extended  his  petitions  in  behalf 
of  all  thofe,  who,  in  every  age  and  country,  fhould 
be  induced  by  the  dodlrine  of  the  Apoftles  to  place 
their  unfeigned  reliance  upon  Him.  How  impor* 
tant  to  each  of  us  is  this  declaration  !  We  are  hm. 
voured  with  an  authentic  account  of  thofe  truths,' 
which  the  Apoftles  taught:  but  have  we  fo  complied 
with  their  word,  as  to  believe  in  the  Saviour?.  If  it 
appear,  that  we  pofTefs  this  faith,  then  we  may  con* 
elude,  that  he  pleaded  for  us,  and  that  "  he  offered 
up  prayers  and  fupplications  with  ftrong  crying**  on 
our  behalf.  Let  us  carefully  remark  the  bleffingSy 
which  he  has  implored,  and  expert  to  receive  thenu 
He  prayed,  that  all  his  people  may  be  joined  to- 
gether as  one  body,  partaking  of  the  fame  Spirit, 
and  dwelling  in  the  Father  and  the  Son,  by  a  divine 
and  myfterious  union,  even  refembling  that  which 
fubfifts  between  the  perfons  of  the  Godhead.  This 
requeft  he  urged  with  peculiar  earneftnefs,  obfervingi 
that  he  beftowed  his  grace  upon  them  with  a  view 
to  that  very  end,  and  that  their  clofe  and  a(Fe£lionate 
attachment  to  each  other  would  afford  a  ftrong  evi« 
dence  to  the  world  of  the  truth  of  his  miffion,  and 
of  the  love  of  God  towards  them.  Are  we  aware 
of  the  importance  of  maintaining  this  Chriftian  con^ 
cord?  And  do  we  carefully  avoid  whatever  may 
prevent  or  interrupt  it?  Are  peace  and  harmony 
among  the  different  members  of  the  Church  the 
mofl  forcible  reconHmendation  of  our  religion? 
Alas  f  how  much  caufe  we  have  to  lament,  that  it 
is  eXpofed  to  the  fcorn  of  infidels  by  the  bitter  con- 
tentions, which  have  fo  generally  prevailed!  Or, 
how  can  it  appear,  that  we  are  the  objefts  of  the 
divine  complacency,  while  we  are  maliciouSr  and 
-vindidlive?  O  may  the  Saviour  impart  to  us  a 
more  abundant  meafure  of  his  Spirit,  that  he  may 
thereby  unite  us  to  himfelf  and  to  each  other  in  the 
bonds  of  love,  to  the  praife  of  bis  own  grace,  and  our 
unfpcakablc  confolation ! 
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Jcfus  looked  forward  to  the  eternal  world,  and 
prayed,  not  only  for  the  credit  of  religion,  and  the 
happinefs  of  his  people  in  this  life,  but  for  the  cou- 
fummation  of  their  blifs  and  glory  in  his  immediate 
prefence  for  ever.  This  he  claimed  rather  than  re- 
queued, even  demanding  their  final  falvacion  on  the 
ground  of  the  Father's  engagements  with  him  and 
everlafting  delight  in  him.  Let  us  contemplate  with 
admiration,  gratitude,  and  joy,  the  declaration  of 
our  Redeemer's  will,  as  here  expreffed.  It  may 
juftly  infpire  us  with  hope  and  confidence.  If  we 
are  believers  indeed,  we  (hall  behold  his  glory ;  for 
that  ft  ate  of  exaltation  has  been  prepared  for  us  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world.  Such  is  his  counfel 
of  mercy,  which  fhall  not  be  fruftrated. 

Jefus  clofed  the  folemn  interceflion,'by  commend- 
ing to  the  care  of  the  Father  his  chofen  Apoftles, 
as  diftinguilhed  from  others  by  their  knowledge  of 
his  truth;  exprefTing  alfo  an  earned;  deiire,  that 
they  might  continue  to  be  favoured  with  an  abiding 
fenfe  of  the  love  of  God,  and  engaging  to  take  up 
his  own  refidence  within  them. — Through  the  whole 
of  this  fcene,  the  Redeemer  is  exhibited  in  the  moft 
endearing  light ;  and,  from  the  view  of  his  compaf* 
fion  and  faithfulnefs,  we  may  be  imboldened  to  truft 
ourfelves  under  his  care.  He  is  "  the  fame  yefter- 
day,  and  to  day,  and  for  ever*.'*  He,  who  was  fo 
fcdicitous  for  the  perfeverance  and  happinefs  of  his 
ancient  difciples,  will  not  forget  or  negle6t  the  leaft 
and  meaneft  of  his  fervants  in  the  prefent  day.  To 
all  of  them,  without  exception,  he  has  faid,  ^*  I  will 
never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee  f".  Let  us  re- 
joice in  the  fulnefs  of  his  grace,  and  long  for  the  pro- 
niifed  vidon  of  his  glory. 

But  does  the  benefit  of  this  interceffion  extend  to 
every  reader?     If  carnal  afFedions  predominate  in 

«  Hcb.  xiii.  8*        f  xilU  5* 
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your  hearts,  and  you  feel  no  cordial  attachment  to 
the  Saviour,  you  have  "  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this 
matter."  He  faid,  "  I  pray  not  for  the  world  :'* 
and  does  not  that  di(lin£tion  exclude  you,  remaining 
as  you  are?  What,  theny  will  you-  do  without  his 
favour?  Whatever*  temporal  advantages  you  may 
now  pofTefs,  you  cannot  inherit  his  kingdom ;  but, 
if  you  die  in  unbelief,  you  will  be  drrven  away  with 
(hame  and  everlailing  contempt.  As  yet,  however^ 
he  waits  to  be  gracious,  aind  commands  th«  word  of 
falvation  to  be  preached.  "  Wherefore,  as  the  Holy 
Ghoft  faith.  To  day  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  hacdea 
not  your  hearts*." 

,  *  Hcbc  iU.  7j  Z^ 
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SECT.    39* 

Jtfus  retired  to  Gethfemane — warned  his  difciples-^ 
fuffered  an  extreme  agony — betrayed  by  Judas^^^X'^ 
amined  before  the  high  prieft^  condemned  and  infultedm 

All  the  preceding  circumftances  in  the  life  of 
Jefus  have  been  preparatory,  and  are  to  be  regarded 
as  fubfervient,  to  that  important  event,  which  wc 
proceed  to  confider.  He  came,  into  the  world,  not 
merely  to  teach,  or  exhibit  an  example  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  but  chiefly  to  fufFer.  Now  the  fharp  conflia 
commences,  now  the  tremendous  fcene  is  unfolded  to 
our  view.  This  is  not  a  fubjeft  for  amufement  or 
curious  fpeculation :  it  calls  for  the  vigorous  exercife 
of  holy  and  devout  afFeftions.  While  we  contemplate 
the  Son  of  God  bowed  down  under  his  accumulated 
trials,  let  us  learn,  what  our  fins  required,'  and  what 
a  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe.  O  blelTed  Jefus,  who 
didft  ftoop  fo  low  and  endure  fo  much  for  our  falva- 
tion,  help  us  to  conceive,  as  we  ought,  of  our  own 
guilt  and  wretchednefs,  and  the  condefcenfions  of  thy 
love  !  Impart  to  ys  the  ineftimable  benefits,  which 
thou  haft  procured:  "  By  thine  agony  and  bloody 
fweat,  by  thy  crofs  and  paffion, — Good  Lord,  deliver 

Jefus,  having  left  the  gueft-chamber,  departed  from 
the  city  with  lus  eleven  Apoftles  tovirards  the  mount 

f  Littny* 
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of  Olives  *.  Upon  the  road  thither,  he  warned  them, 
that,  notwithflanding  their  profcllions  of  regard,  they 
would  all  defert  him  in  the  hour  of  his  extremity,  and 
thus,  the  Shepherd  being  fmitten,  the  flieep  would  be 
fcattered,  according  to  an  ancient  predidlion  f»  Still 
anxious  for  their  encouragement,  he  afTured  them, 
that,  though  he  fliould  be  put  to  death,  he  would  rife 
again  :  inftead  of  upbraiding  their  cowardice  and  un* 
belief,  he  promifed  to  meet  them  after  that  evelit,  and 
appointed  a  particular  place  in  Galilee,  where  he 
would  receive  them  and  confirm  their  faith  and  love. 
Behold,  how  gracious  the  Lord  is  to  his  wavering 
and  backfliding  people!  "  Though  they  fall,  they 
fliall  not  be  utterly  caft  down  j  for  the  Lord  uphold- 
cth  them  with  his  hand  {/' 

Not  fufficiently  aware  of  their  own  weaknefs,  they 
could  notcreditthedtrclaralionoftheir  dear  Mafter,  and 
therefore  folemnly  protefled,  that  they  would  hazard 
every  thmg,  even  life  itfelf,  in  a  fixed  and  refolute  ad- 
herence to  Him.  Peter,  in  particular,  exprefled  the 
ftrongeft  abhorrence  of  the  defe6tion  then  intirnated^ 
and  Jefus  in  reply  explicitly  affirmed,  that  this  con- 
fident Apoftlc  would  moft  Ihamefully  and  repeatedly 
deny  him  that  very  night.  How  often  are  we  re* 
minded  of  human  depravity  !  By  numerous  inftances 
we  are  inftrufted  to  take  heed  to  ourfelves,  to  diftruft 
our  own  heart?,  and  to  feek  for  a  better  fee urity. from 
.  fpiritual  declenfion,  than  our  fuppofed.  firmncfs  and 
ability  to  persevere. 

Jefus  arrived  at  his  intended  place  of  retirement, 
and  entered  a  particular  •  earden  called  Gcchfemane, 
where  he  had  been  accuftomcd  to  retreat,  and  had  al- 
ready fpent  many  nights  in  devotion.  Here,  proba* 
bly,  by  prayer  and  meditation  h?  meant  to  prepare 
for  his  approaching  fufFerings,  of  which  he  had  a  full 

•  Matt.  xxvi.  31—56.     Mar.  xiv.  27—5?.    Luke  xxVi,  39— 53» 
John  xviii.  i— 12.        f  Zecfi.  xiii.  7.        J  Pfal.  xxxvii.  24. 
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view.  When  we  look  for  uncommon  difficulties, 
we  ought  to  be,  in  a  more  efpecial  manner,  frequent 
and  fervent  in  our  applications  to  the  throne  of  grace. 
If  we  thus  meet  our  troubles,  we  may  expeiSl  to 
receive  all  needful  fupport  and  confolation. 

Out  of  the  eleven,  who  then  attended  him,  our 
Lord  feledled  three,  Peter,  James,  and  John,  who 
had  been  favoured  with  the  fight  of  his  glorious  tranf- 
figuration,  and  were  now  defigned  to  be  witneffes  of 
his  deep  diftrcfs.  With  them,  therefore,  he  retired 
to  a  fcparate  part,  and  immediately  began  to  feel  an 
inexpreffible  angui(h  and  terror.  Very  remarkable 
are  the  words  of  the  Evangelifts,  when  they  attempt 
to  dcfcribe  the  painful  fenfations,  which  then  came 
upon  him  through  an  invifible  influence.  They  im- 
ply, fays  the  learned  Bifliop  Pearfon,  "  that  he  was 
poileiled  with  fear,  horror,  and  amazement,  cncom- 
pafled  with  grief,  and  overwhelmed  with  forrow," 
preiled  down  with  confternation  and  deje6lion  of 
mind,  tormented  with  ianxiety  and  difquietude  of 
fpirit*.** 

Probably,  he  difcovered  inward  perplexity  and  con- 

fiifion  by  his  countenance.     He  declared  to  his  three 

chofen  companions,  that  his  foul  was  beyond  meafure 

aflHidted,  and,  as  it  were,  furrounded  with  the  very 

pains  of  death,  and  defired,  that  they  would  continue 

with -him  in  holy  watchfulnefs,  and  pray  for  themfelves, 

that  they  might  not  be  brought  into  the  perilous 

conflid.     He  then  withdrew  tr>  a  little  diftance,  that, 

being  quite  alone,  he  might  pour  out  his  heart  with  the 

greater  freedom  before  God.     He  kneeled  down;  he 

fell  upon  his  face,  and   requeued,  that,  if  it  were 

poffibie,    the   extreme   diftrefs,    by   which   he   was 

oppreflTed,    might   be  removed  or   (hortencd.       He 

cried  out,   with  expreflions  of  (harpeft  anguifli,  and 

yet  of  unfeigned  fubmiflion,  **  O  my  Father,  if  thus 

*  PcarroH  on  the  Creed,  p.  190. 
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thine  honour  can  be  fecured,  and  the  falvation  oi 
people  accomplKhed,  let  the  bitter  cup,  from  w 
my  nature  (hrinks,  be  taken  from  me.  But  I  re 
niyfelf  to  thy  wife  and  fovereign  will :  1  de< 
not  the  work,  in  which  I  am  engaged;  and,  th 
fore,  lei  thy  purpofes  be  fulfilled,  whatever  I 
fufFer." 

When  he  had  prayed  to  this  efFeft,  he  returne 
his  three  difciples,  whom  he  found  afleep.  Ah !  1 
unmindful  they  were  of  their  Lord's  affii£lion,  an 
the  folemn  charge,  which  he  had  given  them ! 
mediately  he  roufed  them  with  a  ferious,  tho 
gentle,  admonition,  upbraiding  them  all,  and  P 
more  efpecially,  for  their  unwillihgnefs  to  bear  t 
part  with  him  in  holy  vigilance,  even  for  fa  fl 
a  feafon.  He  likewife  repeated  his  former  inju 
tion,  that  they  fhould  be  upon  their  guanJ^  c 
*fider  their  danger,  and  by  fervent  fu ppli cations- d 
down  ftrength  from  heaven,  againft  the  hour  of  fei 
trial.  Do  we  afk,  why  they  bet^•ayed  fuch  a  ba 
wardnefs  to  this  neceflary  duty  ?  The  compafficu 
Jefus  accounted  for  it,  though  the  Feaf<^  does 
furnifli  an  excufe :  "  The  fpirit  truly  is  willing^ 
the  flcfli  is  weak."  This  clearly  (hewed  the  tem 
nefs  of  his  difpofition  towards  them.  He  utterec 
peevifli  complaints  of  their  unktndnefs^  but  ackni 
ledged  their  cordial  attachment  to  him,  and  laonei 
that  their  good  defires  were  obftrudied  by  the  we 
nefs  of  their  bodies,  or  racher,  through  the  corrupl 
of  their  nature, 

A  fecond  time  he  withdrew,  and  offered  up  dm 
petitions.  He  declared  again  his  entire  (ubmiffioi 
the  Father's  will,  and  perfeft  acquiefcence  with  1 
very  appointment,  at  which  the  weaknefs  of  humai 
fliuddered.  On  returning  to  his  difciples,  he  foi 
them  once  more  overpowered  with  iieep.  T 
ftrangQ  ftupor  called  forth  a  freih  rebuke,  whici 

confoun 


JISUS   CHRIST.  91 

confounded  them,  that  they  had  nothing  to  reply  5 
and  yet,  we  (hall  obferve,  it  had  no  lading  cffe&. 

The  Saviour  retired  a  third  time,  and  prayed  a# 
before.  On  that  occafion,  it  (hould  feem,  he  was 
juft  finking  under  the  weight  of  his  diftrcff,  when  an 
Aogel  from  heaven  was  commiflioned  to  adminifler 
fupport  and  confolation,  and  prevent  him  from  being 
overpowered.  Was  the  ftruggle,  then,  immediately 
concluded  ?  No :  his  confternation  remained,  perhaps 
incrcafed :  being  in  an  agony,  engaged  as  it  were  in 
iharp  conflict,  he  cried  to  God  with  ftill  greater 
ardour.  Such  was  the  intenfenefs  of  his  foul,  that 
his  whole  frame  was  thrown  into  a  violent  agita- 
tion. He  was  proftrate  in  the  cold  nighf,  yet  fweat 
profufely;  nay,  the  very  blood  forced  its  way  through 
the  innumeraole  pores  of  his  body,  and  fell  in  large 
drops  upon  the  ground.  Then,  as  well  as  at  his  cru.- 
cifixion,  that  prophetical  declaration  was  fuliUledJ^ 
^  I  am  poured  out  like  water,  and  all  my  bones  are 
out  of  joint ;  my  heart  is  like  wax ;  it  is  melted  in  the 
midft  of  my  bowels  *.*' 

Where  were  the  difciples  of  Jefus,  in  this  feafon 
rf  his  extreme  angui(h?  An  Angel,  as  we  have 
feen,  was  fcnt  for  his  relief;  but  was  there  no 
earthly  friend  to  fupport  his  drooping  head?  No: 
he  had  occafion  to  lament,  that  he  found  no  comfort- 
ers. Thofc,  who  made  the  moft  folemn  protedations 
of  regard,  were  inattentive  to  his  diftrefs.  The  three 
moft  favoured  Apoftle?,  though  they  had  been  twice 
before  reproved  for  their  drowfinefs,  had  fallen  afleep 
again.  Their  grief,  indeed,  contributed,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  produce  this  efFeft :  bu^,  doubtlcfs,  they 
betrayed  the  weaknefs  and  deficiency  of  their  fpi- 
ritual  principles.  He  returned,  repeated  his  re- 
proof, and  intimated,  that  it  was  too  late  to  obferve  his 
ncglcfted  injunfiion,  that  the  time  for  watching  and 

*  Pfal.  xxii.  14. 
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prayer  was  expired,  and  that  he  (hould  be  immedrately^ 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  wicked  men.  Thcn> 
having  rvcovercd  from  his  agony,  and  not  dreading 
the  event,  he  called  upon  them  to  arife,  that  they  might 
meet  the  traitor,  who  was  approaching  with  a  band  of 
ruffians  to  apprehend  him. 

The  wh;le  of  this  narration  fills  us  with  wonder, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fuggefts  the  moil:  important  in»* 
ftrudtions.  We  cannot  but  exprefs  our  furprife  at  thr 
€ondu6b  of  the  difciplcs,  circumflanced  as  they  were. 
Doubtlefs,  ^they  were  highly  blamable,  in  difregard- 
ing  their  dear  Lord,  when  he  requefted  their  peculiar 
attention,  and  neglecting  his  repeated  admonitions. 
But,  while  we  mourn  over  them,  relapfing  into  the 
fame  fault  again  and  again,  we  are  reminded  of  our  ; 
own  depravity,  and  taughr,  not  to  be  confident  of 
ourfelves,  however  fincere  and  earned:  we  may  be  m 
right  principles  :  for,  though  **  the  fpirit  is  willing,- 
the  flelh  is  weak." 

Our  eyes  are  more  efpeckxHy  fixed  upon' the  S'avioor, 
who,  under  his  unutterable  anguifli,.  exhibits  a  perfefl 
pattern  of  patience  and  meeknefs.  Let  us  learn  tcy 
fufFer  with  the  fame  difpofition.  There  are  infiraai- 
tie?,  attached  to  humanity,  which  we  may  feel  with-  j 
out  fin,  fo  as  to  fhrink  under  the  preflure,  or  in  the 
profped,  of  calamities.  VVe  may,  therefore,  inno- 
cently defire  the  cup  to  pafs  from  us.  But  we  aire 
inflrucSed  from  the  view  of  Jcfus  in  the  garden,  to  ; 
furrender  up  ouifelves  without  referve  to  the  divine  ' 
difpofal,  and  to  confult  the  glory  of  God  and  the  falva- 
tion  of  men,  rather  than  our  own  prefent  eafe  and 
coiDfort.  Under  the  moft  painful  feelings,  while  we 
fprcad  our  cafe  before  the  Lord,  and  entreat  his  gra* 
clous  interpofition,  v,e  ihould  poflefs  fuch  an  entire 
refignation,  as  to  be  able  to  fay,  "  Not  what  I  willi 
but  what  thou  wilt."  Have  we  attained  this  temper? 
How  far  otherwlfe!  Do  not  our  trials  draw  forth  our 
corruptioflj^and  prove  that  we  are  very  oppofite  to  the 

mir.d 
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ii»inJ  of  Chrift  ?  Ah  !  what  pride  and  petulance, 
what  unbelief  and  difcontent,  do  we  betray  in  (harp 
afflictions  !  We  are  ready  \o  quarrel  with  Jehovah 
for  appoir.ting  us  fo  arduous  a  poft :  we  entertain 
hard  thoughts  of  him,  if  deliverance  be  not  inftantly 
irouchfafed ;  and  it  Ihould  feem,  fnm  ur  vehement 
impatience,  that  we  could  wifh  every  confideration  to 
■be  facrificed  to  our  own  eafe  and  convenience.  If 
this  be  the  cafe,  furely  we  do  not  watch  and  pray : 
therefore  we  are  not  prepared  for  the  confii(ft,  and  a 
defeat  may  be  expected. 

It  is  enquired.  What  could  be  the  occafion  of  the 
Saviour's  extreme  diftrefs  in  this  remarkable  agony  ? 
There  was  no  vifible,  external  caufe  of  that  perplexity 
and  horror,  which  he  difcovered.  He  appears  not  to 
have  fuffered  through  exceflive  pain  of  body:  nor 
ought  we  to  fuppofe,  that  he  was  terrified,  merely 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  approaching  dangers,  or 
that  he  repented  of  his  undertaking.  Never  did  he 
Ihew  more  diitingui(hed  courage,  or  more  clearly 
manifeft  his  defire  of  faving  finners  at  any  expenfe  to 
himfelf.  Yet,  confidently  with  this  aflertion,  it  may 
-  be  allowed,  that  human  nature,  even  in  the  holy 
Jefus,  might  fhudder  at  the  profpe<Sl  of  fevere  cala- 
mities. 

It  is  faid,  that  many  martyrs  have  pofiefled  greater 
•compofure  and  intrepidity  of  mind,  when  they  were 
meeting  death  in  its  moll  dreadful  forms.  But  the 
comparifon  ought  not  to  be  admitted,  as  the  circum- 
fiances  are  fo  widely  difFerent.  Jefus  was  afllided. 
in.  a  way,  and  from  caufes,  peculiar  to  himfelf: 
nor  is  it  poifible,  that  any  other  man  could  endure  what 
was  laid  upon  him.  He  flood  as  "  the  Repairer  of 
the  breach,"  to  turn  away  from  us  the  vengeance  of 
our  offended  God,  interpofing  himfelf  bet\\een  us 
^nd  the  ftroke  of  juftice,  Therefore  "  it  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  bruifc  him :  He  hath  put  him  to  grief*." 

♦  Jfa.  Jj".  ic. 
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In  this  view,  -it  is  probable,  that  his  mind  fuffercjl 
much  more  than  his  body,  and  that  before  he  came 
to  the  crofs  he  felt  inexpreffible  agonies,  not  merely 
in  the  profpecl:  of  his  pailion,  but  from  the  imfnedi- 
ate  hand  of  God  prefling  his  Spirit.  In  Gethfemane, 
then,  while  we  accompany  the  Saviour  bowed^down 
under  *'  the  terrors  of  God,"  we  behold  the  deep 
malignity  of  fin,  and  perceiv/e,  that,  if  we  fliould 
anfwer  for  our  own  offences,  the  burden  would  be 
heavier  than  we  could  bear. 

It  fhould  feem,  alfo,  that  Satan  had  confiderable 
influence  in  producing  or  increaftng  the  diftrefs  on 
this  remarkable  occafion.  Jefus  had  juft  before  de- 
clared, that  the  malicious  adverfary  was  preparing 
to  attack  him,  and  probably  the  fiend  was  then  per- 
mitted to  vent  his  utmoft  rage,  and  make  his  fierceft 
onfet.  But,  however  he  might  harafs,  he  could  not 
overcome;  and  this  very  conflict  turned  to  his  great- 
er confufion.  Jefus  obtained  the  victory,  and,  as 
"  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation,"  is  able  to  deliver 
thofe  who  are  tempted.  Only  let  us  follow  hi^ 
ftandard,  and  we  may  exult  in  the  hope  of  fharing 
his  glorious  conqueft. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  agony,  Jefus  had  intimated  to 
his  difciples  the  approach  of  the  traitor  ;  and  at  that 
very  inftant  Judas  came  upon  them  with  an  armed 
company.  This  infamous  Apoftle  had  previoufly 
fold  his  Mafter;  and  as  he  knew  the  place  of  his  re- 
tirement, he  now  took  the  opportunity  of  conducting 
a  large  and  mixed  multitude  of  perfons,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  feizing  him  by  force.  Judas  went  up  to 
addref^him  with  that  vile  hypocrify,  which  marked 
his  chara<5ter,  endeavouring  to  conceal  the  hafeft 
defigns  under  the  guife  of  friendfliip.  Still  profeii- 
ing  refpecSt  and  afFedion,  he  faluted  his  Lord,  and 
with  a  kifs  betrayed  him  into  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies. 

Was  no  refiftance  made,  or  cfcape  attempted? 

No: 
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Mo:  a  cutting  reproof  wjs  given  to  the  traitor,  for 
being  the  leader  in  fuch  a  bufinefs  and  with  luch  dif- 
fimulation  ;  but  Jefus  fled  not  from  the  danger. 
Though  he  had  a  clear  view  of  all  his  fufterings,  he 
advanced  with  amazing  fortitude  towards  the  very 
men,  who  wifhed  to  apprehend  him.  Having  de- 
dared  himfelf  the  perfon,  whom  they  fought,  he  dif- 
played  his  majefty  through  fome  invifible  influence, 
by  which  they  were  inftantly  confounded,  and  ftruck 
to  the  ground,  in  his  prefence.  After  fo  remark- 
able a  proof  of  his  power,  it  was  a  fignal  evidence  of 
their  obduracy,  to  refume  and  profecute  their  fcheme. 
He  might  have  eluded  their  furfuit;  but  he  cheer- 
fully furrendered  himfelf,  infifting  only  on  one  con- 
dition, that  his  difciples  might  be  difmifTed  in  fafe* 
ty.  How  kind  and  tender  was  his  concern  for 
his  dear  and  aiFe61:ionate  attendants  even  to  the 
lad! 

Jefus,  the  high  and  exalted  Perfonage,  whofc 
name  is,  "  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,"  fub- 
mitted  to  be  takc:n  into  cuftody,  and  even  to  be 
bound.  Amazing. fight  indeed !  Thofe,  who  accom-*- 
panied  him,  propofed  to  refift:  and  Peter,  with  his 
ufual  forwardnefs,  aftually  drew  his  fword  in  his 
Mailer's  defence,  and  cut  off  the  ear  of  the  high 
prieft's  fcrvant.  This  was  ^  hafl:y,  and  imprudent 
ftcp,  for  which  Jefus  rebuked  him,  obferving,  that 
fuch  means  of  protediion  were  improper  in  their  cafe, 
and  generally  proved  deftruftive.  He  added,  that, 
if  it  had  been  expedient,  he  could  eafily  havfc  ob- 
tained the  afliftance  of  numerous  armies  of  Angels, 
but,  that,  with  a  view  to  fulfil  the  fcriptures,  he 
cheerfully  acquicfced  in  the  Father's  appointment, 
though  painful  to  himfelf. 

To  prevent  the  bad  effeSs  of  Peter's  raflinefs, 
Jefus  immediately  exerted  his  miraculous  power, 
and  healed  the  wounded  perfon.  Otherwife,  the  re- 
fentment  of  this  armed  company  might  have  been 
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fatal  to  the  difciples.  He  enquired  of  his  enemies, 
why  they  came  againft  him  with  fuch  a  formidable 
force,  as  they  had  no  reafon  to  expert  an  oppofition, 
and  why  they  had  not  feized  him  before,  wh6n  he 
gave  them  the  fair(  ft  opportunities.  But,  as  he  re- 
marked, their  malice,  which  had  been  reftrained^ 
was  then  let  loofe  upon  him,  and  the  infernal  fpirii^ 
were  permitted  to  employ  their  utmoft  influence: 
yet  their  united  efforts  could  prevail  no  farther  tbaa 
to  fulfil  the  prophecies  of  fcripture. 

The  fight  of  Jefus,  as  a  prifoner  in  the  hands  of 
the  wicked,  was  more  than  any  of  the  Apoftles  could 
bear.  They  were  ftaggered,  as  if  they  had  beeii 
deluded,  and  terri.led,  a^  being  left  defer.celefs.  For- 
getful, therefore,  of  their  late  pr<  teftations,  theyaH 
forfook  him,  and  confulted  only  how  they  might  fc- 
curc  them fe Ives  by  flight.  Oh  !  the  bafe  ingratitude 
and  treachery  of  their  condu6l !  This  defection  m\jft 
have  been  more  painful  to  Jefus,  than  all  the  vio- 
lence of  his  oppofers.  It  furniflies,  however,  fbme 
ufeful  leflx)ns :  it  teaches  us,  not  to  glory  in  men, 
rot  to  depend  on  the  firmnefs  of  the  moft  eminent 
chara£ters,  nor  to  confide  in  any  wifdom,  ftrength, 
or  goodnefs  of  our  own,  as  fufficient  to  prefervc  us 
in  the  hour  of  temptation.  May  God  of  his  roercv. 
keep  us  from  falling ;  or  elfe,  "  the  fiery  trial, 
which  may  poflibly  come  upon  us,  will  prove  our 
weaknefs  in  a  fl:ill  more  awful  manner!  They  ncg- 
le£^ed  to  improve  the  feafon  of  retirement  allowed 
them  J  and  from  the  fame  caufes,  indulgence  of  flotb, 
and  omiiHon  of  watchfulnefs  and  prayer,-  many 
have  forfaken  and  diflionoured  Chrift.  How  forci- 
ble an  argument  for  attention  to  duty  ! 

But,  turning  our  eyes  to  Jefus,  we  behold  an  in- 
expreffible  majefty  and  meeknefs  in  his  deportment. 
The  fplendour  of  his  divinity  broke  forth,  even  in 
this  low  ftate  of  meannefs  and  abafement.  His  power 
and  grace  wer«  both  wonderfully  exhibited ;  and,  io 

the 
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&e  vnton  of  the  two^  the  fccurity  of  our  falvition 
confifts.  The  Redeemer  f^ood  alone,  being  deferted 
of  all  his  moft  faithful  adherents,  who  had  vowed, 
that  they  would  die  with  him.  Yet  he  exprefled  no 
it&ntment;  nor  did  he,  in  any  meafjre,  depart 
from  his  purpofe.  He  went  through  his  work  '^  in 
the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrcngth,"  aduated  by  an  ardent 
defire  to  accomplifh  the  will  of  God,  and  make  re-  * 
conciliation  for  his  people,  whatever  he  might  en« 
dure.  O  look  unto  Jefus,  and  confider,  for  what  • 
ends  this  tniazing  tranfa£liofi  was  defigned !  Do  you 
not  feel  a  cordial  regard  to  him  for  his  voluntary 
fubmiiHon  to  fo  much  contempt  and  fuffering?  Does 
it  not  confirm  your  hope,  and  infpirc  you  with  an 
expectation  of  pardon,  peace,  and  heaven  i 

Jefus  was  hurried  away,  as  a  criminal,  from 
Gethfemane  to  Jerufalem,  and  there  dragged  from 
one  part  of  the  city  to  another.  He  was  taken  firft 
to  the  hpufe  of  Annas,  and  then  to  the  palace  of 
Caiaphas,  the  hieh  prieft,  where,  it  (hould  fcem, 
though  in  the  dead  of  night,  the  principal  members 
of  the  Sanhedrim  wei^e  affembled,  waiting  to  receive 
their  prifoner*.  Here  he  underwent  an  examina- 
tion  before  his  malicious  and  enraged  enemies. 
They  queftioned  him  concerning  his  followers  and 
dodrine.  He  meekly  replied,  that  he  had  faid  no- 
diing  in  a  covert  nranner,  and  appealed  to  thofe,  who 
had  heard  his  inftru£tions,  as  the  proper.  witnefTes  to 
be  interrogated  on  the  fubjeS.  For  this  gentle  an- 
fwer  he  received  a  blow,  with  marks  of  difdain,  from 
an  officer,  who  flood  near  him :  and  then,  with  af- 
toniihtng  patience,  he  defired  to  know  only,  whe« 
ther,  by  what  he  had  fpoken,  he  had  deferved  fuch 
tivatment; 

The  holy  Jefus  was  arraigned :  but  what  accufa* 

^  list.  UYi.  57  y  &c.     Mar.  zit.  53^  &c     Lu.  zxli.  54,  &c» 
Tohn.  xTiii- 13— a?. 
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tion  was  brought  againft  him  I  Pains  were  taken  to 
furnifli,  if  poffible,  theleall  (hadow  of  a  charge,  on 
which  his  condemnation  might  be  groua' led,  .Re« 
wards  were  offered  to  any  perjured  wretches,  who 
wobld  deliver  fuch  a  tedimony,  as  would  afford  his 
judges  a  plaufible  pretext  for  putting  him  to  death; 
which  they  had  determined  10  do.  But  perfons  d 
that  defcription  could  not  readily  be  found.  So 
ilrong  a  reftraint  does  God  impofe  upon  the  minds 
even  of  the  dilTobite  and  abandoned,  that  thev  are 
afraid  to  affirm,  what  their  inclinations  would  dioate. 
Were  not  this  the  cafe,  there  would  be  but  a  poor 
fecurity  in  fociety  either  for  property  or  life:  and 
the  righteous  efpecially  would  be  fo  attacked  by  the 
Jying  tongue,  thit  they  could  no  longer  maintain  their 
place  in  the  world. 

At  length  two  witneiles  arofe,  who  gave  in  fotne  in* 
'Coherent  accounts  and  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  what 
Jefus  had  faid  above  three  years  before,  concerning 
the  deftrikSlion  and  rebuilding  of  the  temple  *.  Weak 
nnd  abfurd  as  the  charge  was,  his  enemies  endear 
vaured  to  make  it  of  confequence.  On  this  ground 
they  determined  to  try  their  prifoner,  and  accoitf- 
ingly,  at  the  approach  of  day,  they  removed  him  to 
the  grand  chamber  of  the  Sanhedrim,  where  they 
iat  in  full  council,  and  put  him  upon  bis  defence. 
He,  however,  replied  not  to  the  accufation.  **  He 
«vas  opprefled,  and  he  was  aBlidled,  yet  he  opened 
not  his  mouth :  He  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the 
fkughter,  and  as  a  (beep  before  her  fhear<.r8  is  dunobi 
fo  he  opc'neth  not  his  mouth  f."  They  expreflcd 
their  furprife  at  his  filence ;  but  he  ftill  refufed  to 
enter  on  his  vindication,  knowing  that  it  cquld  an- 
fwer  no  purpofc  to  do  it  before  thofe,  who  had  re- 
iblved  to  deftroy  him. 

The  high  priefl  then  required  him,  by  the  moft 

•  John  iL  19.        f  ira.  liiu  7. 
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fclennn  form  of  admratioh,  to  declare  upon  oath^ 
mrtiether  he  was  incieed  the  promifed  Meffiah.  Im- 
mediately he  afiirincd  it  in  the  moft  explicit  terms, 
ind  maintained)  that,  notwithftaiiding  his  mean  ap* 
pearance  and  their  contempt  of  him,  they  fhould  one 
day  behold  him  in  a  ftate  of  higheft  exaltation  and 
glory,  defcending  from  heaven  with  divine  maiefty, 
ai  the  fupreme  and  univerfal  Judge.  This  bold  and 
open  avowal  of  his  chara<3er  incenfed  them  the  more. 
They  confidered  him  as  guilty  of  the  moft  (hocking 
knpiety,  in  claiming  fo  high  a  di&;nity,  and  agreed 
that  he  ought  to  fuiPer  death  as  a  blafphemer. 

Did  no  one,  then,  arife  to  plead  his  caufe,  and 
wipe  off  the  afperlion  ?  No :  the  opportunity,  gene- 
raOy  allowed  to  criminals,  of  producing  any  favour- 
able teftimonies,  was  denied  to  Jefus ;  and  this  very 
circumftance  had  been  predicted  ♦.  Two  of  the 
Sanhedrim  difiented  from  the  reft ;  but  it  does  not 
aipear,  diat  they  flood  forth  in  his  defence  f.  His 
own  difciples  had  deferted  him.  Peter  and  John 
feem^  to  recover  themfelves  from  their  flight,  but 
dwy  followed  him  only  at  a  diftance,  and  dared  not 
to  fpeak  in  his  behalf.  Nay,  Peter,  with  profane 
iilwecations,  denied  that  he  had  ever  known  him. 

The  trial  being  ended,  fre(h  infults  were  offered  ta 
JeAis.  He  was  treated  by  the  loweft  of  the  fervants 
with  infolent  and  cruel  indignities^  mocked,  fpit  upon, 
buffeted,  blindfolded,  and  beaten  on  the  face;. and 
at  the  (ame  time  the  moft  vile  blafphemies  were  ut-» 
tered  in  derifion  and  contempt.    In  various  inftances 

*  Ifik  tiiU  S.   <<  By  an  oppreffive  judgftnent  he  was  taken  off; 
<<  And  his  manner  of  life  who  would  declare  ?" 

Bp.  Lowth  on  thispaflage  obfenres,  that  no  one  was  puniihed  for  a  ' 
tipital  crime,  till  proclamation  had  been  made  before  theprifoner,  al- 
lowing thofe,  who  knew  himi  to  give  evidence  in  biiflivOur.  But  in  the 
trial  and  condemnation  of  Jefus  the  ufual  rule  was  not  obferved  x  no 
proclamation  was  made  for  any  perfon  to  bear  witnefstohis  innocence^ 
aor  did  any  one  voluntarily  ftep  f>rth  to  give  fuch  an  atteflation. 
f  Luke  zxiji.  50,  51.    John  xix.  38,  19, 
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he  fulfilled  the  prophetical  defcription:  He  was  ^  t 
reproach  of  men,  and  defpifed  of  the  people;*'  ^'  he 
hi^  not  his  face  from  (hame  and  fpitting  *.'*  How 
wonderful  were  his  condefcenfion  and  meeknefs,  how 
deceftable  the  injuftice  and  malevolence  of  his  perfe« 
cutorsi 

What  IS  the  treatment,  which  the  Saviour  receives 
from  us  ?  It  is  generally  allowed,  that  the  condud 
cf  the  Jews  was  wrong;  but  is  our's  defenfible?  It 
is  poflible,  that  we  may  inveigh  loudly  and  bitterly 
againft  their  iniquitous  proceedings,  and  yet  be  ac* 
tuated  by  a  fimilar  difpofition.  This,  at  leaft^  we 
know ;  neg1e£);  and  hatred  of  Ckrift  prevaU  aooong 
ourfelves.  ^'  He  is  defptfed  and  rejafled  of  meof  •"' 
There  are  thofe  who  turn  away  from  him  with  d^-i 
ilarn,  and  refufe  to  hear  his  charader  and  truth  vin-< 
dicated.  There  are  thofe,  Ukewife,  who  feek  foC' 
objeSions,  and  vent  their  rage  in  profane  and  Uaf-. 
phemous  fpeeches  againft  him.  All  fuch  we  warn  and 
exhort.  O  confider,  whom  you  (corn  and  oppofe  I 
It  is  no  other,  than  ^  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the 
blefled  God.'^  And  will  yoa  take  part  with  his  ene- 
mies? What,  then,  can  you  exped  the  confequenoe 
to  be?  He  does  not  inftantly  confound  you,  but  al- 
lows you  to  (bew^  what  is  in  your  hearts.  '*  Here- 
after you  (haU  iee  him  fitting  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  power  of  God,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  hea- 
ven." You  muft  ftand  at  his  bar,  anfwer  for  your 
kifolent  contempt  of  his  Gofpel,  and  receive  your 
final  fentence  from  his  mouth.  O  turn  to  him  now, 
while  he  w^its  to  be  gracious,  that  yoU  may  have 
confidence  and  joy  before  him,  at  die  day  of  his  ap« 
pearingi     Amen. 

«  PfaL  xxii.  6.    Ifa.  16.       f  ^^^  liii-  3» 
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'/Jus  wat  examined  before  Pontius  Pilate  and  Herod^ 
fcourgedy  derided^  condemned j  and  crucified^ 

We  are  now  called  to  behold  the  moft  ftupendau9 
id  diftreisful  fight  ever  exhibited :  the  higheft  great- 
tb  in  the  lowdl  ftate  of  abafement ;  perfeft  inno- 
ence  overwhelmed  with  extreme  fuffering ;  the  moft 
"anfcendent  excellence  treated  with   general  con- 
;mpt  and  abhorrence.     It  is  Jefus,  "  the  Lord  of 
lory,**  who  was  crucified  for  us  men  and  for  our 
Jvatioii.     *'  The  holy  One  of  God"  fubmitCed  to 
e  ranked  with  infamous  malcfadlor?,  to  endure  ex- 
ruciating  tortures,  anJ  to  be  cut  ofF  by  a  violent 
catb,  as  unworthy  to  live.     This  is  a  fight,  which, 
kngels,  probably,  vievi^ed  with  aftonifliment.     To 
iatan  the  tranfa<^ion  might  feem  to  furnifh  matter 
)f  exultation  for  the  moment;  but  it  will  certainly 
urn  to  his  entire  and  everlafting  confufion.     With, 
^t  afFeflfons  (hall  we  regard  it?     A  ferious  con- 
emplation  of  the  fubjedl  will  excite  in  us  emotions 
>f  goily  fbrrow  and  genuine  repentance,  and  inflame 
)ur  hearts  with  holy  love  and  zeaK     It  is  not  a  tra- 
gical fiction,  defigned  merely  to  move  the  paifions,. 
)ut  an  awful  reality,  which  is  ofunfpeakably  greater 
importance,  than  any  other  occurrence,  in  the  hiftory 
E)f  mankind.     We  (hall  relate  the  fafts  fimply  as 
they  are  recorded,  deducing  only  thofe  pradtical  re- 
(Ici^ions  which  naturally  offer  themfelvcs  to  our  co.  -• 
^deration. 
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Jefus,  we  have  feen,  had  been  already  tried  anJ 
condemned  by  the  high  prieft  and  the  grand  council 
of  the  Sanhedrim.     We  might  have  eXpeded,  there- 
fore, that  they  would  proceed  to  ftone  him,  accord- 
ing to  their  law,  and  as  they  had  frequently  attempt- 
ed to  do  in  the  violence  of  their  rage.     But  hovr. 
then  would  the  fcriptures  have  been  fi^lfilled  ?     Be- 
fides,  that  particular  kind  of  death,  which  their  own 
ilatutes  appointed,  might  not  be  thought  fufficiently 
painful  and  ignqminious^  and  on  that  account,  per- 
haps, they  delivered  him  up  to  the  civil  power  of  the 
Romans.     Or  rather  this  ftcp  was  taken  as  a  matter 
of  rieceffity,  becaufe  the  Jews,  being  a  conquered 
people,  had  loft  the  right  of  infli<Sting  capital  punilb- 
TOcnts ;  which  they  themfelves  acknowledged.  Thus    ^ 
it  appeared,  that  the  prophecy  of  Jacob  received  its    ! 
completion ;  the  fceptre  was  departed  from  Judab^ 
when  the  great  Shiloh  came*. 
Good  Friday,         Accordingly,  in  the  morning,  after 
Or  the  day     all  the  Sanhedrim  had  confulted  toge- 
cfudfiii^n'*     ther,  by  what  means  they  might  moft 
efFeftually,  accompli (h  their  wiflies  in 
the  deftruflion  of  Jefus,  they  commanded  him  again 
to  be  bound,  and  conduced  to  the  judgment-haJl  of 
Pontius  Pilate,  the  governor,  or  vicegerent  of  the 
Roman  Emperor,  and  requefted  him  immediately  to 
fmt  the  prifoner  upon  his  trial  f.     The  Jews  them- 
felves, however,  under  the  pretence  of  a  religious 
fcruple,  refufed  to  enter  the  hall,  left  they  £hould 
contrail  ceremonial  uncleannefs  from  a  place,  which 
belonged  to  the  Gentiles,  and  fo  be  unfitted  for  a 
participation  of  the  facrifices,  offered  at  the  paflbver. 
Nothing  could  more  ftrongly  mark  their  hypocrify. 
At  the  very  time  they  were  filled  wiih  malignant 

*  Gen.  xllx.  xo« 

f  Mat.  xxVii.  1,  2,  11—23,    Mar.  xv.  i  — 14.    Luke  xxiiL  I— • 
»3.    John  xviii.  28,— dec. 
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nige^  and  intent  on  (heddin^  innocent  blood,  they 
were  unwilling  to  omit  th.  r^vtwaid  forms  of  devo- 
tioDy  and  dreaded  a  virtual  defilement*  To  what. 
furpofe)  we  afk,,  are  men  exa<S  in  external  obfer- 
vances,  while  the  vileft  affcitions  maintain  an  afcen- 
dancy  in  their  hearts  f  Is  the  Lord  GoJ,  who  trreth^i 
the  reins  ^bus  to  be  Impv.fed  on  by  an  empt/ 
fccwy  or  the  mere  profeffions  of  regard  to  his  fer« 
>ice? 

Pifate  condefcended  to  comply  wth  their  fcruples^, 
/Mid inftituted  his  examination  ot   the  prifouer  in  the 
open  air.     He  enquired,  therefore,  what  charge  they 
■  *"gcd  againft  him:  they  replied,  that  he  had  been' . 
:'  fionvifted  before  them,  as  a  notorious  makfavStor.  - 
'  But,  not  choofing  to  proceed  upon  fo  general  a  decla- 
^  JH^on^  or  rather  with  a  view  of  getting  rid  of  the 
ATagreeaWe  bufinefs,  he  defired  them  to  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  hands,  and  manage  the  pro-' 
fccoition  according   to  their  law.      They  pleaded, 
however,  that  they  could  not  inflifk  a  capital  pu- 
mlhment,  without  his  exprefs  warrant.     They  fair?, 
"  It  is  not  lawful  for  u<?  to  put  any  man  to  death  •,." 
which  was  a  plain  confeflion  of  their  fubje6lion  to' 
the  Roman  power:  and  this  very  circumllance  was 
fo  ordered,  that,  by  the  particular   mode  in  which 
Jefus  fufFered,  the  fcriptures  might  have  their  com-' 
pletion.      The    Lord    God    Omnipotent   reigneth,. 
and  renders  all  events  fubfervient  to  his  own  pur-' 
pofes. 

To  incenfe  the  Romans  againft  the  prifoner,  ths 
Jews  alleged,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  feditious 
practices,  having  oppofed  the  payment  of  the  Empe- 
ror's tribute,  and  claimed  regal  honours  to  himfelf. 
Many  other  charges  they  preferred,  endeavouring  toV 
traduce  his  charaSer  by  the  bafeft  infinuations.  io 
all  thefe  he  made  no  reply,  being  content  to  bear  re- 
proach for  our  fakes :  and  his  patient  filence  ftruck 
tven  Pilate  with  aftonifhment,  ' 

F  4  T\i^ 
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The  governor  then  returned  into  the  hall^  and  ex- 
amined him  more  privately  refpefting  tbofe  treaTon- 
able  defigns,  of  which  he  was  accufed.  Jefus  ar- 
gued, that  the  peaceable  deportment  of  himfelf  and 
bis  followers  fufficiently  proved,  that  he. aimed  not 
at  temporal  dominion :  yet  he  maintained,  that  he 
came  into  the  world  on  purpofe  to  eftablilb  a  kmg- 
dom,  and  concluded  with  a  folemn  admonition  to  his 
judge,  to  attend  to  the  important  truth,  which  he 
then  witneffed  before  him,  Pilate,  probably  being 
a%r<^ed  with  the  declaration^  put  the  queftion^ 
*'  What  is  truth  ?"  but  he  waited  not,  perhaps  wiih- 
cd  not,  for  an  anfwer.  Ah!  how  many  begin^ 
but  foon  give  up,  the  enquiry,  beipg  drawn  afide 
to  fome  other  objeft,  before  they  obtain  any  (atif- 
Cidlory  information. 

Pilate,  however,  being  convinced  of  the  inno- 
cence of  Jefus,  went  out  again,  and  bore  an  honour- 
able teftimony  in  his  favour  before  his  accufers,  af- 
ferting,  that  he  had  found  no  fault  in  him.  But 
this  very  atteftation  enraged  them  the  more;  and 
immediately,  with  ftill  greater  vehemence,  they 
charged  him  as  the  author  of  tumult  and  feditioa 
throughout  the  country,  from  Galilee  to  Jerufalem. 
From  the  mention  of  Galilee,  it  appeared,  that  the 
prifoner  properly  belonged  to.the  jurifdidlion  erf  He- 
rod, the  tretarch  of  that  diftrift,  who  was  then  at  Je- 
rufalem: accordingly,  Pilate  referred  the  matter  to 
his  decifion,  defirous  to  relieve  himfelf  from  the 
trouble. 

Herod  wa«5  the  man,  who  had  beheaded  the  Bap- 
tift.  He  rejoiced  to  fee  Jefu?,  probably  from  the 
motive  of  mere  curiofity,  as  he  had  heard  fo  much 
of  this  famous  worker  of  miracles.  Here,  alfo,  Je- 
fus underwent  a  trial  j  but  to  the  many  queftions,' 
which  the  king  propofed,  he  made  no  reply.  The 
Jewifli  do£tors,  in  their  great  zeal,  followed  him, 
end  urged  their  malicious  accufaticns :  yet  no  proofs 
3  of 
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of  guilt  vrtre  produced.  Herod  and  his  foldicrs^ 
treated  him  with  the  utmoft  fcorn,  as  a  poor  con- 
t^mpdble  creature,  unworthy  of  any  notice :  havings 
clothed  him  with  fome  fplendid  veftment,  in  deridon 
if  his  prtftenfions  to  royalty,,  he  fent  him  back  agaii» 
(#  Pilate. 

Was  the  matter,  then>  determined?  No:  further 
infults  and  cruelties  were  ftill  in  refervr.  Had  the 
Roman  governor  been  upright,  he  would  inftantly 
have  difiniffed  the  prifoner.  He  was  convinced  of 
his  kinocence,  and  the  more  fo  from  Herod's  exami- 
nation. Having,  therefore,  again  fummoned  his 
•pponents,  he  declared  his  belief,  that  their  charges^ 
were  groundlefs,  and  propofed  to  releafe  him,  though 
not  without  fcourging.  Probably,  he  thought  that  a* 
flrght  kind  of  punifhmcnt  would  pacify  their  minds,» 
and  that  fomething  muft  be  conceded  to  their  rage^ 
Through  the  whole  of  his  conduit  you  obferve  the 
character  of  a  mean,  time  ferving  man,,  refifting, 
the  dictates  of  his  confcience,  and  at  la<l  ftifling 
them,  merely  to  conciliate  the  Jews,  whom  he  had 
inconfed  by  his  former  auftcrities.  If,  a&  he  declared,, 
he  found  no  fault  in  the  perfon  accufed,  why  did  he 
not  firmly  maintain  his  caufe  againft  his  malevolent 
pjrfecutors?  And  efpecially,  why  did  he  offer  to 
chaftife  an  innocent  man  ?  It  was  a  decifive  proof 
of  his  want  of  intregity  that  he  had  not  courage  ta 
aft  agreeably  to  his  own  con  virions. 

At  the  paffoyer,  the  people  were  ufually  gratified- 
by  the  Roman  governor  with  the  difcharge  of  fome* 
one  prifoner,  whom  they  defired.  Pilate,  therefore, 
requefted,  that  Jefus  might  be  fet  at  liberty  on  that: 
occafion.  But  Barabbas,  a  robber  and  a  murderer, 
was  preferred  before  the  Saviour  and  the  Prince  of 
life.  Three  time^  together  the  whole  bodyofthe 
populace,  urged  on  by  their  rulers,  with  great  vehe- 
mence oppofed  his  releafej  and  cried  out,  '"  Away.* 
with  him,  crucify  him,  crucify  him."     To  thefe  tu- 


ip6^  8CRIFTURE  CHA&ACTIRS. 

multuous  clamours^  after  fome  faint  refi^bnee^.  die 
weak,   the  unrighteous  judge  fabmitted,.  probabj^/ 
confidering  it  as  a  matter  of  neceffity^  that  thf^.. 
rage  mud  be  appeafed,  even  by  the  facrifice  d[  the- 
guiltlefs. 

Yet  fentence  was  not  immediately  pronpuaced«. 
Pilate  dill  endeavoured  to  fave  the  jife  of  Jefus,  and, 
it.  is  fuppofed,  with  that  view  proceeded  to  fcourge 
bim,  hoping  that  his  enemies  would  then  be  fatisfied, 
and  no  further  aSs  of  violence  called  for  *.  This^ 
of  itfelf,  was  a  vile  indignity,  offered  to  the  holy 
Jefus :  but  more  ignominious  ufage  and  far  greater 
cruelties  fucceeded.  The  Roman  foldiers  concluded ' 
that  he  was  now  delivered  into  their  power,  and  began 
to  treat  him  with  infolent  contempt,  as  if  he  were  an 
oUedl  for  fport^  They  derided  his  claims  of  ma- 
jeuy,  and  therefore  clothed  him  with  purple  and 
fcarlet,  crowned  him  with  thorns,  (which  pierced 
intp  his  temples  and  occafioned  extreme  anguiih) 
put  a  reed  into  his  right  hand,  in  refemblance  of  a. 
fceptre,  and  then  with  bended  knees  paid  their  ho- 
mage to  him,  as  king  of  the  Jews.  Nor  did  their 
fcornful  abufes  ftop  here.  With  fliamelefs  wanton- 
nefs  ^nd  barbarity,  they  did  fpit  upon  h^m,  and  thca 
imote  him  on  the  head,  that  his  crown  of  thorns 
might  give  him  more  excruciating  pain. 

Even  this  did  not  fufHce.  Pilate  brought  him 
forth  again  before  the  people,  bearing  the  marks  of. 
that  contempt  and  cruelty,  with  which  he  had  been 
treated,  arrayed  in  mock  majefty,  and.  having  his* 
face  defiled  and  covered  with  blood »  Probably,. he. 
fuppofed,  that  their  compaffion  might  at  length  be 
excited;  and  therefore,  having  once  more,  declared, 
that  Jefus  had  not  been  convided  of  any  guilt,  he 
cx^claimed,  '>  Behold  the  man."     As  if  he  had  (aid, 

*  -Mat.  xxvii.  24—31.     Mar.  xz.  25— 20.     Lu.  xxiii.  24,  %$• 
Joha  x\%^  1—16. 
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^  While  you  view  the  wretchednefs  of  the  prifoner,  . 
open  whom  no  feult  is  proved,  let  your  refentment 
be  appeafed,  and  all  further  profecution  ceafe/'    But,  . 
to  prevent  lenient  meafures,  their  very  teachers  and 
leaders  cried  out  with  the  fame  acrimonious  fpirit  as  > 
before,  "  CrucUy.him,^  crucify  him.**  *  In  vain  did 
the  judge  continue  to  sdTert  his  innocence:  they  now 
varied  dieir  acciifation,  and  infifted  that  he  ought  to 
die  as  a  blafphenter,  becaufe  he  had  claimed  divine 
perfedions,  in  maintaining  that  he  was  the  Son  of 
of  God.     This  gave  a  fre(h  alarm  to  Pilate,  who 
therefore  withdrev^'from  the  multitude,  and  demand-  - 
ed   of  Jefus, .  what-'^^as  his  original.     Our  Lord,\ 
however,  rcfufed  to  anfwer-^'ie- enquiries  oFa  man, , 
who   would  not  aft  accordmg'  to  his  confcience. 
This  (ilence  the  governor  cortn<j?red  as  a  contempt 
of  his  authority:    but  he  was  then  reminded,  that  l 
his  boafted  power  to  fave  or  to  deftroy  was  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  a  peculiar  permiffion  of  Providence,  and  -! 
that  he,  though  guilty,  was  lefs  culpable. than  the - 
promoters  of  the  iniquitous  perfecution* 

Pilate,  being  now  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the : 
prifoner's  innocence,  endeavoured  to  obtain  his  dif-  ► 
charge.  But  frefli  and  ftronger  accufations  were  ur^- 
ed,  and  he  himfelf  was' threatened,  as  being  a  traitor,  . 
an  enemy  to  his  king,  if  he  fhould  acquit  the  pcrfon, 
who  claimed  regal  honours.     Intimidated  by  fuch  a 
reprefentation,  he  placed  himfclton  theTcat  ofiuflg-  . 
ment,    arid  prepared   to   pafs  the  foVtnn  fen":ence. 
Yet,  probably  in  derilloti  of  thdfc  ie<irF,  which  the 
Jevirs  feemed  to  entertain  for  the  eftabliihed  govern- 
ment from  fuch  an  oppcfnent,  he  brought  hwn  i  ^rth 
again,  and  cried,  "  Behold  your  king!'*     Tijey  re- 
jefted  him,  as  before,  with  cxprc/Hons  of  thcaiuro  V  . 
difdain,  and  demanded  his  crucir:;<ion. 

Wha*-,  then,  remained  to  be  done?  Pilat?  f>v-Ad 
that  all  his  endeavours  to  quici  the  r^)^^  of  tht:  ;'C'\  c 
Were.ineffeftualy  ^nd,' as  he  determiiita  :j  '.:-.:.iy 
F  6  '  »;avVA 
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them  at  any  rate,  he  confentcd  to  the  death  of  Jefus. 
But  how  ihall  his  own  confcience  be  pacified  I  As 
a  wretched  expedient  for  the  removal  of  his  fcruplcs^ 
he  wafhed  his  hands  in  the  prefence  of  the  multitude^ 
declaring  in  a  folemn  manner,  that  they,  and  not  he, 
muft  anfwer  fbr  the  blood  of  this  innocent  perfon, 
whom  they  forced  him  to  condemn.  Unhappy  Pi- 
late! how  much  better  M^ould  it  have  been  for  thee 
to  have  maintained  a  firm  and  inviolable  regard  ta 
righteoufnefs  and  juilice,  and  confulted  thy  own  con- 
victions, rather  than  the  clanM)urs  of  a  mob !  What 
availed  thy  temporizing  fchemes  F  They  betrayed  the  ^ 
bafenefs  of  thy  character,  increaied  thy  guiit,  and 
haftened  thy  deflruSioa*. 

The  cafe  of  the  Jews  was  ftill  more  deplorable. 
Determined  to  hazard  every  confequence,  if  only  their 
refentment  might  be  gratified  by  the  death  of  Jefus,, 
they  replied,  *'  His  blood  be  on  us,  and  on-  our  chil- 
dren." Thus  they  entailed  the  divine  curfe  upott 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity,.  for  the  murder  of  the 
Son  of  God.  Accordingly  the  vengeance  of  heaven 
has  fallen  in  a  remarkable  manner  upon  that  miferable 
people,  and  continues  to  purfue  them  to  this  day^  for 
the  part  they  took  in  that  horrid  tranfa<Si;ion». 

At  length  the  unrighteous  judge  pronounced  the 
awful  fenteiice,  that  the  holy  Jefus  whom  he  had  re- 
peatedly declared  to  be  a  blameleft  charader,  ihould 
be  delivered  to  the  will  of  the  enraged  multitude,  to 
expire  under  the  very  fevere  tortures  of  crucifixion^ 

Here  let  us  paufe,  that  we  may  indulge  our  ferious 
meditations  on  the  whole  of  this  amazing  tranfaAion. 
**  Confider  Him,  that  endured  fuch  contradiiHon  of 
fmners  againft  himfelf  t  •''    Recoiled  the  high  dignity 

*  Pilate  vas  fooo  afterwards  depofed  from  his  goTernment^  tliioiigh 
the  iccufations  of  the  Jews,  whom  he  had  fo  ftiidied  to  plufe  i  anil 
U  is  faid>  that  he  periibed  miferably,  by  his  owA  bands* 

*)-  Heb.  xiii*  J•^ 
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iifFerer,  and  the  caufc  of  his  voluntary  h'jmi* 
and  then  every  circumftance,  here  related,, 
cite  your  devout  aftoniihment.  While  you 
ith  terror  the  obftinater  and  malignant  rage  of ' 
niesy  you  will  admire  and  praife  the  conde(cen« 
f  his  love.  Fix  your  regard  upon  him  in  this* 
■  deep  abafement.  "  Behold  the  m»n  !'*  He- 
ld "  a  man  of  forrows  and  acquainted  with- 
i"  yet  he  is  no  other  than  "  the  man,  who  is^ 
ow  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  f ."  He  fubmitted  t& 
3bje£l  of  fport  and  derifion  to.  thofe,.  who  wcre- 
ratures  of  his  hands.  He  endured  the  vileft 
ities  from  them^  when  he  might  have  conAgned* 
o  deftrucHon.  He  ftood  with  filence  and  for- 
ce before  his  accufers,  and  reGfted  not  the  vio* 
:>(  fuch  as  buffeted  and  fcourged  him.  We  arc 
to  wonder^  that  he  did  not  ftrike  dumb  the 
5  of  the  flanderer  and  bufy  mockery  and  that  hedid^ 
nerve  the  injurious  arm^ that  was  lifted  upagainft 
But  wc  learn  from  him  '^  to  take  it  patiently,'** 
:ver.  "  for  confcience  toward  God  we  endure 
fuffering  wrongfully  j"  "  becaufe  Chrift  alfo- 
4  for  usy  leaving  us  an  example,  that  we  fhoiild 
his  fteps :  whoy  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled 
aki :  when  he  fufferedy  he  threatened  not,  but 
itted  himfelf  to  Him,  that  judgeth  right*- 
J." 

all  tfiefe  various  circumftances,  likewif<^  we 
the  exa£t  completion  of  ancient  prophecies. 
Meffiah  fpeaks,  "  The  mouth  of  the  wicked, 
e  mouth  of  the  deceitful  are  opened  againft  me: 
ave  fpoken  againft  me  with  a  lying  tongue, 
coaipafled  me  about  alfo  with  words  of  hatred  ; 
ught  againft  me  without  a  caufe  §/*  "  But  I, 
z^  man,  heard  not  -,  and  I  was  as  a  dumb  man, 

,  CIL  3.         f  Zech.  ^111.  7.         %.i  Pet.  ii«.  X9-i^3» 
I  Pii].  cxiz.  a^  3* . 
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tbat  openeth  not  his  mouth*."    "  I  gave  my  back 
tp  the  fmiters,  and  my  cheeks  to  diem  that  plucked  oflF. 
the  hair :  I  hid  not  my  face  from  fhame  and  fpit« 
ting  f ."    We  are,  therefore,  to  regard  the  divine  pur»s 
ppfe  in  thefe  minute  events.     The  Jews  and  Romans^ 
while  they  were  left  to  the  influence  of  their ^  awn 
paffions,  became  theinftrumentsof  accomplifliing  the: 
fcriptures   and   the  decrees    of   God. .    Thus  thc; 
Apoftles   interpreted   the   matter,    when   they  laid, 
«*  Of  a^  truth  againft  thyholy  child  Jefus,  whom  thou 
haft  anointed,  both  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with 
the  Gentiles  and  the  people  of  Ifrael,  were  gathered 
together,  for  to  do  whatfoever  thy  hand  and  thy 
cpunfel  determined  before  to  be  done  J.*'     Such  a  < 
view  of  the  government  of  God,  as  overruling  even 
the  defigns  of  his  enemies  for  his  own  glory,  may 
tend  to  give  us  compofure,  confidence,  and  joy,  under, 
tlie^darkeft  difpenfations. 

The  promoters  of  this  malicious  profecutton  carried  i 
their  point,  and  triumphed  in  the  viftory.     The  very, 
fentence  was  pafTed,  which  they  had  fo-eagerly  dcfir* 
ed :  and  immediately,  after  fame  frefh  infults  ofFered : 
tQ  the  prifoner,  they  proceeded  to  the  execution  §. . 
A  crQfs,  the  inflrument  of  torture  and  death,  was  pre- 
pared, and  part  of  the  cumbrous  load  kid  upon. him, , 
which  he  was  compelled  to  bjear,  fo  long  as  his  faint- . 
ing  body  could  fupport  the  burden.     Thus,  opprefled, 
he  was  led  forth  through  the  ftrects  of  the  city  towardl . 
Golgotha,  that,  according  to  the  typical  reprefentations.- 
of  the  JewiQi  f^crifices,  he  might  *^  fuffer  without  the.  • 
gatei/' 

What  an  awful  proceffion  was  this !  Jefus,.  whole  - 
whole  life  had  been  fpent  in  works  of  mercy,  conduc- 
ed, amidft  the  general  execra. ions  of  the  people,  as 

•  xxxviii.  13.  f  Ifa.l.  6.  %  Afts  iv.  *7,  28.  §  Matr  . 
xxvil.  31—35.  Mar.  xv.  20—24.  Luke  xxiii. a6?.-33.  John, 
six.  16— X  8*^        }  He)>«  xui.  11, 12. 

an 
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iouscrlmuial,/^  appointed  to  die!**  Didnot^ 
fers  relent  at  the  fight  of  his  mifery  ?  The 
:orious  ofFenders  in  our  country,  when  cut 
L  fociety  by  the  fevereft  fenteuce  of  the  law,. 
J  and  prayed  for  by  the  furrounding  multi*- 
There  are  few  fpeftators,  on  fuch  an  occa- 
loie  cheeks  are  not  bedewed  with  tears  of 
.on.     But  Jefus  was  treated  with  infult  and ; 
even. in  this  laft  tremendous  fcene. 
ngth  he  was  relieved  from  the  preffure  of  hjs 
probably  becaufe  he  fainted.     His  attendants, . 
^  kindnefs,.  but  to  preferve  his  life  for  public 
my  compelled  Simon  a  Cyrenian,  whom  they, 
the  way,  and  perhaps  fufpe6led  of  being  a  diu. 
>  bear  the  crofs  in  his  (lead. 
;nfe  crowds  of  people  joined  the  proceffion,^ 
)ng  the  reft  wcfe  fofhe  females,  who,  being 
ffeAed  by  the  view  of  his  fufFerings,  dared  to 
their  tender  commiferation.     To  them  the 
aviour  looked  with  kind  regard,  and,  (leclaring 
readinefsto  endure  the  utmoft  extremity,  ex-.. 
hem  to  referve  their  tears  for  other  purpofes, 
ail  the  miferies,  which  were  then  about  to  fall 
iemfelves>  their  families,  and  their  devoted 
.     He  predifted,  that  fuch  would  be  the  gene- 
ation  of  the  land,  fuch  the  diftrefles  of  mothers 
children,. that  barrennefs  would  be  accounted 
iar  happinefs,  and  that  his  exulting  enemies 
lortly  be  fooppreffed  by  terror  and  defpair,  as 
for  an  immediate  diflblution,  even  by  the  mod 
means.     He  added,  that,  confidering  the  dif« 
of  their  charafler  from  his,  they  had  far  lefs 
o  expe£l  fupport  and  deliverance,  and  that  they 
fuel  prepared  for  the  burning.     How  folemn 
lonition!  And  how  needful  is  it  ftill  to  weep 
multitudes,  who  remain  in  avowed  oppofition 
II !  Miferies,  inconceivably  more  dreadful  than 
ipora}  calamities,  are  coming  upon  ihcm  •,  fo 
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that,  in  the  horror  of  their  fouls;  they  will  wifli  fair 
utter  annihilation,  and  fay  to  the  mountains  and  rockS|.. 
^*  Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  Him  that 
fkteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lambr 
for  the  great  day  of  his  wratb  is  come ;  and  who  (ball. 
beabletoftand*?"  > 

Hav^ing  arrived  at  the  appointed  place,  they  ofierd* 
him-  a  cup  to  drinlc,  not  to  alleviate  but  increafe  his  • 
diftrefs.     It  was  a  bitter  potion;  and  he  refufed  i^ 
Yet  this  frefti  infuk  fulfilled  that  prophetical  declara-. 
tion,  "  They  gave  me  gall  for  my  meat,  and  in  my 
thirft  they  gave  me  vinegar  to  drink  t»**     It  fhould 
feem,  that  a  different  draught  of  a  pleafant  and  gene* 
rous  cordial  was  prepared  by  his  friends^  but  not' 
choofing  to  accept  any  mitigation  of  his  pain,  he  did 
not  avail  himfelf  of  their  kJndnefs. 

The  execution  immediately  followed.  His  hand» 
being  ftretched  out  upon  the  tranfv.erfe  bean^.  and  his 
feet  nxed  to  the  upright  part  of  the  crofs,  thofe  tender 
asd  fenfible  members  of  the  body  were  pierced  through- 
and  nailed  to  the  wood*.  The  crofs  wad  then  ere^ed^ 
and  faftened  in  the  ground ;  and  the  holy  fufFerer  re- 
mained  iuipended  in  extreme  anguifli.  Such  was- 
the  fituation  of  Jefus,  when  he  "  made  his  foul  aa 
offering  for  fin." 

•  And  here,  while  we  paufe,  that  we  may  indulge  our 
devout  meditations,  the  enquiry  almoft  forces  itfclf 
upon  us.  Why  was  all  this  permitted  ^  We-  are  loft 
in  wonder :  yet  myfterious  as  the  plan  nuty  be,  God* 
fulfilled  his  own  purpofes  in  the  whole  of  this  fingular 
tranfadion.  Thus  it  had  been  detern^ined  in  the 
counfels  of  infinite  wifdom;  and  therefore  "^  thus  it 
behoved  Chrift  to  fufFer.**  The  fcriptures  of  the  old* 
tefta'ment  had  predided  the  grand  event  with  all  its 
various  circumuances:  and  it  could  not  be  other*^ 

*  Rev.  y2.  iS,  17.        f  Pfal.  Uix.  2i»« 

Wif(^ 
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•ut  that  every  type  and  prophecy  muft  have  its 
ompnfliment. 

smed  unlikely,  that  Jcfus  fhould  die  by  crucifix- 
K:aufe  this  was  a  Roman  not  a  JewiOi  puniOi* 
and  it  might  have  been  expeded,  from  the 
the  people,  that  they  would  have  difpatched 
idenly,  without  waiting  for  a  forma]  trial  or 
[  procefs.  But,  amidfc  all  the  commotions 
may  arife  from  human  machinations,  ''  the 
eigneth,"  and  "  the  wrath  of  man  (hall  praife 
"  While  the  enemies  of  Jefus  followed  their 
svices,  their  very  paflions  were  over-ruled,  in 
that  the  great  Antitype  might  anfwer  to  all 
icicnt  figures,    by  the   very   manner   of  his 

z  was  dire6ted  to  be  offered  as  an  oblation  ta 
ind  himfelf  carried  the  wood,  which  was  defijin- 
ronfume  his  body :  then  he  reprefented  the  Re- 
r,  the  appointed  vi<Sbim  for  the  expiation  of  our 
bearing  his  crofs.  By  the  pafchal  lamb  inti* 
I  had  been  given  to  the  Church  for  many  pre- 
ages,  that  "  the  Lamb  of  God**  fhould  be 
o  take  away  the  (ins  of  the  world,  and  yet  fo 
:ably  preferved  by  the  divine  providence,  even 
extreme  fuiFerings,  that  not  a  bone  fliould  be 
If,  Still  more  clearly  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  as 
!ans  of  our  deliverance,  was  exhibited  by  the 
ferpent,  lifted  up  on  a  pole  for  the  cure  of  the 
led  Ifraelites  in  the  wilder nefs  f .  From  the 
'  before  us  it  appears^  that  each  of  thefe  fignsi. 
:eived  an  exa6l  completion. 
\e  exprefs  prcdidtions,  alfo)  rendered  this  par»* 
kind  of  death  expedient  and  neceffary.  For 
he  Meffiah  fpeaks  by  David,  "  They  pierced 
ids  and  my  feetj ;"  and  by  Zechariah,  ^  They 

1.  Ixxvi.  TO,       f  Evo<|.  jui.  46*      Jylin  xiz,  3^       •j^John. 
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Ihall  look  upon  me  whon'^  they  bavc  pierced  *.**"  TTie 
PIERCING  of  the  body,  efpecially  in  the  parts  her^ 
fpccified,  evidently  denoted  eiucifixiofi.  NoW| 
fuppofc  for  a  moment,  that  Jefus  bad  fuiScred  in  anjf- 
other  way,  thefc  prophecies  would  have  failed,  and  he 
himfelf  been  found  an  impoftcr  and  deceiver;  for  he 
had  declared,  that  he  (hould  be  delivered  to  the 
Gentiles,  ta  be  mocked,   and  (courged,.  and  c&u*.' 

CIFIEDf. 

But,  in  concern platlnjr  this  fubjefl^,  let  us  not  reft  . 
in  fpeculation.  If  **  before  our  eyes  Jefus  Ghrift 
hath  been  evidently  fet  forth,  crucified  among  us^^** 
we  ought  to  be  filled  with  admiration  of  his  grace^ 
with  graMtude,  love,  and  zeal.  To  behold  fuci 
a  fight  even  with  indifference,  betrays  a  lamentable 
fiupor  of  the  mind,  and  an  alienation  of  the  foul  frQOL 
the  life  of  God,  A  proper  view  of  the  Saviout- 
^  fufFering  for  fins,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,'*  wili> 
command  our  attention,  and  infpire  us  with  all  holy 
afFeftions.  If  we  underft.ard  the  nature  and  value  ot 
the  objedl  here  propofed,  the  whole  world,  with  all  its- 
boafted  enjoyments,  will  appear  little  in  our  eiiima*- 
tion.  We  fhall  determine  to  know  nothing,  and 
glory  in  nothing,  but  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucifi* 
cd  J.  We  (hall  perceive  fin  to  be  **  exceeding  fin- 
ful,"  refblve  that  "  our  old  man"  and  all  his  corrupt 
members  (hall  be  mortified  with  Chrift,  and  dread  the 
thought  of  '^  crucifying  the  Son  of  God  afrefh,  and 
putting  iiim  to  anopenihame."  The  crofs,  when  ap- 
prehended by  faitli,  will  appear  to  contain  a  complete 
remedy  for  the  neceflities  of  our  guilty  fouls ;  and' 
while,  through  this  expedient,  we  approach  to  Gcd. 
with  confidence  and  joy,  we  (ball  burn  with  eager  de- 
fiire,  that  the  blefled  myftery  may  he  proclaimed 
throughout  the  earth,  and  finners  of  every  defcription 

^  !2«ech.  xii«  zo.      f'  M^tt.  xu  19.     %  i  Cor.  11.  2,  Gal.  vi.  t4«. 
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perfuaded  "  to  confefs  the  faith  of  Chri ft  crucified*.'* 
We  (hall  feci  our  obligations  more  forcibly  than  words 
canexprefs,  and  our  conftant  enquiry  will  be,  "  VVhat 
Ihall  1  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  toward 

Has  the  fubjeft  produced  in  us  fach  efFev5ls  as  thefc? 
It  is  allowed,  that  even  fijicerc  and  eminent  believers 
are  fhamefully  defedtive  in  love  to  the  Redeemer* 
But,  we  fear,  there  are  thoufands  among  us,  who 
have  never  been  brought  under  the  influence  of  this 
divinj:  principle.  "  The  pre^iching  of  the  crofs*'  is 
to  fome  ''  a  flumbling  block,**  and  to  others  "  fool- 
iflinefs  j;/'  Through  ignorance,  pride,  and  unbelief, 
'  Aey  prefumptuoufly  cavil  at  and  deride  it ;  but  may 
WE  thankfully  and  joyfully  receive  it,  as  bringing  the 
Ugbeft  elorytcvGod,  no  \ck  than  complete  ialvatioa 
ta  man  !  M!ay  it  be  made  cfF<rdtuil  to  Tub  'ue  in  us  all 
baughtinefs  of  fpirit,  the  love  of  fin  and  of  the  world  I 
May  It  eftablifti  us  in  peace  nnd  confidence  toward 
God,  and  give  us  thevi6^ory  over  deairJ  !  hen,  hav- 
ing gained  an  admifiion  into  heaven,  vvc  Gi*iil  fing  for 
ever,  *'  Worthy  is  the  Lamb,  that  was  (lain,  and  hatlx 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  his  blood  ?"    Amen. 


! 


•  Oflice  of  baptifm.        t  P^a^»  t»^i'  !*•        t  »  ^or.  i.  »i« 


jESua, 


Il6  SCRIPTURE  CHARACTERS. 

JESUS    CHRIST- 
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yefus^  hanging  m  the  crofr^  prayed  for  his  murdeK 
ers — was.  reviled — comforted  the  penitent  tbief^ 
complained  ofdefertioH-^xpired-^wcts  pierced — takeni 
down  and  buried^ 

TttE  glory  of  the  Saviour  broke  fortfr  at  variouf 
times  throughout  his  humiliation,  to  the  aftoniib- 
ment  of  many  beholders.  Even  at  the  laft,  his  di^* 
nity,  when  moft  obicured,  was  illoftrioufly  difpby- 
ed.  There  were  certain  ctrcumftances^  attending 
his  deepeft  abafement,  which  in  a  peculiar  miinner 
command  our  reverence,  and  conciliate-  our  efteem* 
While  thefe  are  propofed  ta  our  ferious  contem* 
plation,  we  (hall  look  beyond  the  meannefs  of  his  sq>- 
pearance,  and,  perceiving  the  real  excellency  of  hit 
charadter,  we  (hall  be  cohdrained  to  admire^  ]ove> 
and  pratfe  him. 

We  have  already  accompanied  our  Lord  ta  Cil* 
vary,  where^his  facred  body  was  ftretched  out  witb 
excreme  anguifli,  pierced  in  its  tendered  parts,  that 
it  might  be  faftened  to  the  wood,  and  then  exhibited 
as  a  fpeitacle  of  infamy  and  contempt  to  all  the  peo- 
pfe.  We  now  return  to  the  painflil,  though  moft 
inftruftive,.  fight,  and  follow  him  ia  our  mediations 
ffom  the  crofe  to  the  grave.  May  we  be  made  con- 
formable to  him  in  his  fufFerings,  and  "  our  old 
man  be  crucified  with  him^  that  the  body,  of  fin  may 
be  dcftroyed*!"     As  "  by  thy  crofs  and  paffion,f* 

*  &.om»  vi.  6« 
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o  "  by  thy  precious  death  and  burial,  Good  Lord, 
ieliver  us*l" 

If  we  advert  to  the  circumftances  of  his  crucifix- 
ion, what  do  we  behold  in  the  condu6l  of  his  ene- 
mies, but  iniatiable  rage  and  cruelty  ?  What  do  we 
fee  in  Him,  but  unexampled  meeknefs,  patience, 
aad  compafHon  ?  He  offered  no  refiftance  to  their 
violence,  but  calmly  refigned  himfelf  into  their  hands, 
*  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter  f."  He  was  folicitous 
for  the  falvation  of  his  murderers,  rather  than  for 
his  own  perfonal  eafe  and  deliverance.  While  he 
commended  them  to  the  divine  mercy,  he  manifefted 
the  riches  of  his  grace.  Even  in  his  dying  mo« 
flients,  "  he  made  interceilion  for  the  tranfgrcf- 
forst/*  He  faid,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do  §." 

What  an  eminent  pattern  is  this !  Hp  not  only 
taught,  but  pradlifed,  gentlenefs,  forbearance,  and 
love  to  the  moA  malicious  perfecutors :  he  poured 
out  his  heart  in  fervent  fupplication  for  them.  He 
bad  frequently  difcovered  the  fame  difpofition  on  for- 
mer occafions :  but  no  inftance  can  be  compared  to 
this*  After  the  vileft  indignities  put  upon  him,  at 
the  very  time  when  his  blood-thirfty  enemies  were 
exerting  the  utmoft  efforts  of  their  rage,  and  he 
was  bleeding  under  their  hands,  he  pitied  their  blind-* 
Beis;  for  they  imderftood  not  the  fmfulnefs  and  dan- 
cer of  their  condud :  he  grieved  for  their  miferable 
ftate,  and  prayed  diat  they  might  not  come  into  fi« 
nal  condemnation.  How  few  even  attempt  to  imi- 
tate the  bright  example !  It  muft,  however,  be  al- 
hmred,  that  the  proud,  implacable,  and  revengeful, 
who  conftitute  a  numerous  company,  bear  no  re- 
femblance  to  Jefus.  \ 

Here  the  Redeemer  has  afforded  us  a  reprefenta^ 
tion  of  his  gracious  interceffion  in  behalf  of  fmners :         | 

*  LitasjT*        t  I^'*  ^*«  7*        X  It*        §  L  oke  xziii.  34.  | 
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ms  Mediator  iKtwec^n  Cjod  and  man,  he  is  continually 
offerinj^  Uj)  a  lirinlar  petition  in  heaven.  There 
may  be  tnoi\r,  who  llicw  the  moft  decided  and  con- 
temptuous oppofition  both  to  him  and  his  peo[de| 
for  whom  he  pleads  ihe  merit  of  his  blood  as  an  «]&• 
quate  atonement,  and  may  flill  be  confidcred  as  fpeak** 
ing  to  the  fame  cfFed,  ''  Father,  forgive  them| 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do.** 

The  foldiers,  who  nailed  him  to  the  crofs,  having 
ftripped  hrm  of  his  garments,  divided  them  amoBg 
Ihemfelves^;  and  even  in  that  divifion  their  minds 
were  fo  overruled  by  a  divine  influence,  that  they 
fulfilled  an  exprefs  prophecy,  and  gave  further  evi- 
dence, that  Jefus  was  indeed  the  Chrift.  For  thus 
had  Mefliah  fpoken  by  David  his  progenitor,  **  They 
part  my  garments  among  them,  and  caft.  lots  upon 
my  vefture  f."  Then  they  continued  to  watch  mm)  • 
that  none  might  attempt  a  refcue. 

Probably  with  the  view  of  expofing  him  to  ridicdei 
an  infer! ption,  in  the  three  languages  generally  ufed 
and  underftood,  was  fixed  over  his  head,  deriding 
his  claims  of  majefty  :  *^  This  is  Jefus  of  Nazareth, 
the  King  of  the  Jews."  The  chief  priefts,  indeed, 
were  dilgufted,  that  they  fhould' be  reprefentcd  as 
idie  fubjeds  of  fo  contemptible  a  king,  and  petjtioD- 
ed  that  the  writing  might  be  altered.  But  Pilate  re* 
fiifed  to  comply  with  their  wiihes;  and  that  very 
title,  intended  to  reproach  the  Saviour,  was  (6  or- 
dered under  the  divine  dire£iion,  as  to  exprefs  the 
honourable  charader  and  ofHce,  which  he  fudains  ht 
the  benefit  of  the  true  IfraeL 

Was  not  the  rage  of  the  people  at  length  fatiated  ? 
Were  no  tokens  of  coropaffion  fitewn  to  the  hcJjf 
fufFerer  i  No:  quite  the  contrary.  All  ranks  (eem- 
«d  to  umte  and  vie  with  each  other,  while  they  in- 

*  Matt,  zxvii.  35— ^44•    Mar.  xv.  24— 32«    Lu»  xxUu  34— 43* 
Jokaxui.  19-HIU        I  Pfal.  xzii.  x^. 
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(lilted  him  by  the  mpft  (cornful  and  opprobrious 
beeches.  The  mob  funounded  and  reviled  him. 
Even  thoijb,  who  were  paffing  on  the  road,  fto.iped 
to  amufe  themfclves  with  his  mTeiy,  ridicu'.^d  the 
Surdity  of  his  pretending  to  be  the  Son  oj*  God  and 
to  rebuild  the  temple,  and  with  virulent  .ibjfe  called 
upon  him  to  mait^e  good  his  claims  by  efcaping  out 
^the  hands  of  :uftice.  But  (hall  we  wonder  at  the 
feolth  fneers  of  a  ihoughtlefs  multitude,  when  their 
fiiperiors  fet  the  example?  In  this  cafe,  perfons  of 
authority  and  of  the  facred  fundlionled  the  way,  and 
•*  were  chief  in  the  trefpafs,"  They  laid  afide  their 
dignity,  and  mixed  in  the  tumultuous  crowd,  that 
Acy  might  promote  the  general  outcry  againft  the 
Saviour,  and  deride  his  helplefs  fituation.  As  it  had 
licen  alleged  that  he  had  faved  fo  many  others  by 
miracles,  now  they  req.uired  him,  in  a  difdainfiil 
manner,  to  fave  himfelf,  and  promifed  that  they 
would  believe  him  to  be  the  Chrift  of  God,  if  hq 
would  prove  his  divine  power  by  coming  down  from 
the  crofs. 

Al!  this  was  weak  as  well  as  wicked.  To  have 
reicued  himfelf,  would  have  been  Inconfiftent  with 
the  great  dehgn  of  his  incarnatipn.  We  rejoice^ 
that,  in  order  to  accompliih  faivation  for  others,  he 
would  not  accept  deliverance.  It  would  have  been 
eafy  for  him  by  one  fuig'e  exertion  to  have  obtained 
his  releafe;  nor  woulJ  ihis  have  exceeded,  in  ftrength 
of  evidence,  many  of  thofe  works  which  he  had  per- 
formed in  their  prefence.  Had  their  prefumptuous 
demands  been  granted,  fuch  were  the  pride  and  ob« 
ftinacy  of  their  hcart^,  it  is  utterly  improbable  that 
they  would  have  acknowledged  him  in  his  proper 
ehara<^r.  Men  are  deceived,  when  they  fuppofe, 
that  fome  ftriking  appearance  or  interpofition,  as  an 
additional  proof  of  revelation,  would  remove  their 
unbeliefl  They,  who  arrogantly  rejcSt  what  is  of- 
fered, would  not  be  convinced  by  any  demonftration 
whatever. 
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The  foldiers,  alfo,  joined  in  the  fame  blafphemoas 
reproaches,  calling  on  the  Redeemer  to  afiert  bis 
pretended  royalty  by  efcaping  out  of  their  hands;  ^ 
which  they  foollflily  thought  impoffible.  Thus  that 
prophetic  declaration  was  remarkably  accompliflied ; 
**  AH  they  that  fee  me  laugh  me  to  fcorn:  they 
flioot  out  the  lip,  they  (hake  the  head,  faying,  Hs 
trufted  on  the  Lord,  that  he  would  deliver  him:  let 
him  deliver  him,  feeing  he  delighted  in  him*,"  How 
a(loni(hing,  that,  in  their  profane  fneers,  they  applied 
the  very  words,  and  in  the  exa<St  fenfe,  which  had 
been  predifled ! 

Two  atrocious  malefa£tors  were  crucified  with 
Jefus :  he  was  placed  between  them,  that  he  might 
lie  under  the  greater  odium,  being  exhibited  to  the 
public  view  as  a  perfon  of  the  fame  defcription.  But 
this  circumftance  fulfilled  the  fcripture,  which  faid, 
**  He  was  numbered  with  the  tranfgreflbrst*"  No 
reproaches,  it  fliould  fe^m,  were  caft  upon  them; 
fo  that  he  was  accounted  the  vileft  of  the  three. 
One,  at  leaft,  of  the  thieves  themfelves  joined  in  the 
general  ridicule,  and,  while  dying  in  his  iins,  ftrove 
to  forget  his  own  mifer}',  that  he  might  infultand' 
deride  the  Saviour.  A  Aate  of  more  confirmed  and 
obdurate  wickednefs  is  fcarcely  to  be  conceived. 

But,  though  in  this  criminal  we  lament  the  ex- 
treme degeneracy  of  our  nature,  we  are  called  to  ad- 
mire the  fovereignty,  freenefs,  and  efficacy  of  divine 
grace  in  the  pardon  and  converfion  of  his  fellow 
fufferer,  who  appeared  equally  on  the  brink  of  de- 
llru^ion.  An  aftoni(hing,  perh  ps  a  fudden,  change 
was  produced  in  the  man:  at  the  lateft  moment  he 
obtained  an  afTurance  of  his  acceptance  and  falvation. 
Poffibly,  he  had  never  felt  real  impreffions  of  religion 
before  that  awful  feafon,  or  offered  a  fxncere  prayer 
to  God.     It  is  certain,  at  leaft,  that  he  was  expiring,   j 

« 
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by  the  hand  of  jufticc  for  his  iniquities,  and  could 
not  plead  any  previous  goodnefs  of  his  own.  But 
then  his  heart  was  foftened  and  renewed;  he  repent- 
ed, believed,  and  received  the  full  forgivcnef>  of  his 
fins.  Thus  one  was  taken,  and  another  left.  Who 
Aall  prefumc  to  find  fault?  For  who  has  any  claim 
upon  God ;  or  who  fhall  dare  to  fay,  that  He  may 
*iot  extend  his  pardoning  mercy  to  -a  hat  objefts,  and 
in  what  circumftances  He  plcafes? 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  obfcure  the 
glory  of  divine  grace  in  the  converfion  of  the  dying 
thiw.";  as  if  the  example  were  of  a  dangerous  tenden- 
cy. But,  if  we  attend  to  it  with  godly  fimplicity, 
we  (hall  find  it  replete  with  inftrudion.  It  is  a 
ftriki  ng  exhibition  of  the  charafter  of  the  Saviour, 
and  of  the  triumph  of  his  crofs.  It  confirms  and  il- 
luftrates  the  peculiar  dodlritie  of  the  Gofpcl,  that 
men  are  jul^ified  in  the  fight  of  God,  not  by  their 
own  obedience,  but  freely  through  the  redemption 
that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  The  cafe  is  recorded  for  the 
encouragement  of  thofe,  "  who  are  ready  to  perifh,'* 
and  ftands  as  an  inconteftabde  proof,  that  none  need 
defpair  of  acceptance,  who  look  unto  Jefus,  even 
though  life  itfelf  be  drawing  to  a  clofe.  If  any  will 
abufe  it,  this  mud  be  to  themfelves;  and  doubtlefs, 
by  (iich  a  conduct,  they  will  aggravate  their  guilt 
and  condemnation. 

The  penitence  and  faith  of  this  malefavSor  were 
confpicuous.  The  grace  of  God  changed  and  fane 
tified  his  heart,  while  the  blood  of  Chrift,  then 
ftreaming  f-3m  the  crofs,  expiated  all  his  guilt.  He 
rcprored  his  fellow  criminal  for  his  daring  conteppt 
^the  Saviour,  and  warned  him  to  confiderhis  dan- 
ger: he  frankly  con fjfled  his  own  iniquity,  and  the 
judice  of  that  fentence  by  which  he  fufFered:  he 
vindicated  the  charadter  of  Jefus,  when  there  was 
none  to  plead  his  caufe:  he  believed  on  him  for  par- 
don and  falvation,  in  that  loweft  degree  of  abafe- 

Vol.  IV,  G  mem : 


J  a  SCRIPTURE   CHARACTERS. 

•tnent :  he  prayed  to  him  as  the  Lord  of  life,  who 
was  about  to  take  his  feat  on  the  throne  of  glory,  an! 
who  had  heaven  itfelfathisidifpofal.:  he  faid,  "  JLordL 
remember  me,  when^thou  comeft  into  thy  kingdom.'* 
Good  evidence,  then,  was  given  of  this  dyingcon- 
vert's  iincerity;  and,  though  his  religion  were  of  a 
dtdden  growth,  it  was  folid  and  vigorous ;  and,  had 
he  been  fpared,  doubtlefs  the  moft  excellent  fruits 
would  have  been  feen  in  his«future  obedience.  Our 
gracious  Lord  liftened  to  .his  cry,  immediately  teC 
tified  an  approbatioq,  andaffuredhim,  that  he  ibould 
be  with  him,  that  very  day,  in  an  exalted  ftate  of  pu- 
rity and  hagpinefs. 

How  rich  and  extenfLve  is  the  mercy  of  our  GcB 
inChrift!  The  cafe  before  us  will  ;furnilh  us  witji 
a  flrong  argument  againft  defpair;  b.ut  let  it  not  be 
abufed,  for  the  purpofes  of  vain  confidence  and  prc- 
fumption.  Though  one  of  thefe  .malefaftors  wa% 
indeed,  "  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the  fire*,**  yet  .it 
fliould  be  remembered,  that  the  other,  who  appear^ 
ed  equally  within  reach  offalvation,  periflied  for  ever. 
O  fear,  left,  while  Jefus  comes  nigh  to  you  in  the 
^iniftry  of  his  word,  and  many  experience  its  inefii- 
mable  benefit,  you  jourfelves  fliould  be  ,deftroy^ 
in  unbelief. 

The  crofs  was  furroundcd  by  an  infulting. multi- 
tude: but  there  were,  alfq,  fome  friends,  and  certain 
|)ious  women  Specially,  who  Aood  near  our  Lordf,- 
Thefe  attradted  his  notice,  and  among  them  more 
particularly  his  dear  mother,  .to  whom  he  now  paid 
the  laft  tribute  of  filial  duty  and  afFe(Stion.  Not  hav^ 
jng  worldly  poffefiions  to  leave,  he  committed  her 
to  tLe  care  and  protedion  of  John,  his  .beIoved»diC- 
^ij)lc,  who  likewife  attended  him.    How  tender  die 

•  Zech.  lii.  2.         t  M*"-  ^^"-  45-^5.4'     Mar.  xv.  33-«-39. 
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>  her,  "  Woman,  behold  thy  fon'!"     How 
le  the  charge  to  him,   "  Behold  thy  mo- 

i  Jefus  had  remained  in  that  ftate  of  extreme 
or  three  hours,  a  miraculous  darknefs  com- 
which  continued  three  hours  longer,  and 
over  the  whole  land.     Such  an  event  muft 
»duced  a  general  confternation ;  and  it  was 
ve  of  the  inexpreffible  horror,  which  almofi: 
Imed  the  Son  of  God.     How  aftoniQiing,  on 
.afion,   the  complaint  of  the  holy  fufFerer! 
>ny  of  his  mind,  it  (hould  feem,  exceeded  the 
pains,  which  he  fvsit  from  the  piercing  of  his 
The  light  of  his  Father's  countenance  being 
^n,  he  loft  all  inward  confolation,  and  was 
d,  even  as  in  Gethfemane,  with  anguifh  and 
eyond  conception.     In  confequence  of  this, 
ed  that  loud  and  bitter  cry,  *'  My  God,  my 
hy  haft  .thou  forfaken  me?'*     Yet,  ftrange 
Kclamation  was,  it  fulfilled  a  prediflion  ♦• 
re  abfurd  to  afcribe  this  efFe6l  to  any  ground- 
ehenfions,  wcaknefs^  or  tinudity  of  fpirit,  or 
For  any  other  caufe,  than  the  office,  which 
en  fuftained  as  our  High  prieft,  making  atone* 
r  our  tranfgreffions.     We  behold,  therefore, 
)  raalignity  of  fin,  in  the  defertion  here  fpoken 
ell  as  in  every  other  part  of  his  paffion.    How 
s  diftrefs  was,  we  pretend  not  to  calculate, 
who  lie  down  in  abfolute  defpair,  or  the  mi* 
ouls,  who  are  (hut  up  in  a  ftate  of  darknefs 
ror  for  ever,  can  beft  tell,  what  it  is  to  be 
i  of  God.     But,  fince  we  are  all  expofed  to 
:k8  of  Satan,  and  may  at  any  moment  be  filled 
gui(b  and  difmay,  under  a  fenfe  of  the  divine 
ire,  it  will  be  proper  to  pray,  that  the  great 
lay  not  thus  leave  us  to  be  terrlHed  and  con<- 
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founded,  efpecially  at  the  folemn  feafon  of  our  depar- 
'Cure.  Very  fuitable  is  that  petition  in  our  burial 
fervicc,  "  Spare  us.  Lord  moft  holy,  O  God  moft 
mighty,  O  holy  and  mercrfwl  'Saviour,  thou  moft 
worthy  Judge  eternal,  fufFer  us  not  at  our  laftbour 
for  any  pains  of  death  to  fall  from  thee !" 

Did  not  the  expreflions  of  our  Lord's  diflrefsnnove 
the  compaffion  of  his  enemies  ?  No :  they  turned  hii 
lamentation  into  ridicule;  as  if,  .when  he  criecl,  "  Eli, 
JEIi,  lama  iabacthani,"  he  had  beencalling  for  Elgah* 
It  was,  therefore,  propofed  with^axontemptuous  fneei^ 
that  he  might  wait  for  that  prophet  to  deliver  him. 
^  Such  were  the  blindnefs  and  obduracy  of  their 
hearts! 

One  prediftion  more  remained  to  be  fulfilled ;  and, 
with  a  view  to  its  completion,  Jcfus  exclaimed)  "  I 
thirft."  Accordingly,  no  refrefhing  draught  was 
prepared,  but  vinegar  .was  offered  him  as  a  further 
infult,  for  this  v.ery  cir^umftancc  the  fcripture  bad 
foretpld  *. 

We  haften  to  the  clofe  of  his  fufFerings,  and  pro- 
ceed to  confide  r  the  manner,  in  which  be  expired* 
Death  was  not  -the  neceflary  confequence  of  cruci- 
fixion. He  might  have  come  down  from  the  crofe, 
»or  even  retained  his  life  there.  No  ftrength  or  vio- 
lence of  his  enemies  could  have  prevailed  againft  bis 
own  choice.  "  No  man,"  faid  he,  ^'  taketh  my 
life  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myfelf.  I  have 
.power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it 
^gainf."  But  it  had  been  appointed  and  declared 
from  the  "begiimicg,  that  Meffiah  fhould  redeem  the 
Church  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf. '  The  typical  ob- 
lations as  well  as  various rprophecies  had  given  intima- 
tions, that  '^  without  fhedding  of  blood  is  no  remif- 
fion  J."    Jefus,  therefore,  aflvimed  our  nature  with  a 

«  Pfal.  xxiu  15.  Ixix*  zu        t  John  x.  i8.  %  Heb.  iz.  02. 
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:  being  attained,  he  cried,  as  if  exulting  in  tlie 
work  he  had  accomplilhed,  ^'  It  is  finiQied  ;''-^ 
the  important  purpofes  of  my  incarnation  are 
uifwered;  the  glory  of  God  and  the  falvation 
people  are  fecurcd ;  and  here  I  clofs  my  fuiFer- 

j  ftrength  was  not  even  then  exhauftcd:  he  cx-^ 
id  again  with  a  louJ  voice,  lilce  one  in  full  vi-- 
That  he  might  teach  ss  to  leave  the  world, 
aining  faith  and  joy  in  God,  he  faid,  .*'  Father,, 
hy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit ;"— "  I  intruft  it 
r  care,  in  cheerful  dependence  on  thy  truth  and 
and  in  confident  expe<Slation  of  its  re-union  with 
>dy."  Having  thus  fpoken,  he  bowed  his  head^ 
irrendcred  his  life,  which  he  had  the  power  of 
ling.  Such  a  power,  indeed,  we  do  not  poflefs. 
breath  will  be  taken  from  us  ;  whereas  he  re- 
1  up  his.  In  the  a£l  of  quitting  his  abode  oh 
,  as  well  as  during  the  whole  of  his  continuance 
,  he  yielded  a  pure  and  unconftraiaed  obedience 
od. 

hat  a  momentous  event  was  this !  Such  as  had 
•  before  occurrod.     The  Lord  God,  that  he 
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removed.  The  veil  of  the  temple,  or  the  hcrti 
curtain  which  feparated  the  holy  of  holies,  and  forbad 
the  accefs  of  common  worfhippers,  was  inftantly  torta 
afunder,  intimating,  that  the  Mofaic  difpen&tion  way 
aboliflied,  that  heaven  itfelf  was  opened,  and' liberty 
obtained  to  approach  into  the  immediate  prefence  of  , 
God.  The  earth  fliook  by  a  violent  convulfion,  ah*  ■ 
the  mafTy  rocks  were  cleft  by  a  fupematuni]  force  r 
and  were  not  thefe  prodigies  fuited  to  excite  an  alarm^ 
on  account  of  the  atrocious  deed,  whicb^  had  been: 
perpetrated  ?  The  neighbouring  fepulchres,  alfo,  fud» 
denly  difclofed  their  gloomy  manfions  to  the  public 
view :  from  the  graves,  then  opened,  the  bodies  of 
many  departed  faints  arofe,  after  the  refurredion  of 
Jefu5,  and  appeared  in  Jerufalem :  thus  it  was  pro- 
claimed, that  our  cruciHed  Lord  had  .vanquifhed 
death,  and  ranfomed  his  people  from  the  power  of 
the  grave. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  furprifing  miracles,  many 
remained  thoughtlefs  and  obdurate.  But  there  were 
others  of  the  fpedators,  whofe  minds  were  deeply  im- 
preffed  with  grief  and  terror.  The  Centurion,  efpe- 
cially,  who  attended  with  his  band  of  foldiers  to  guard 
the  execution,  felt  and  acknowledged  a  ftrong  con- 
viction, that  Jefus  was  indeed  the  Son  of  God.  Ah  V 
why  does  not  that  convi6tion  force  itfelf  upon  us  all  ? 
And  why  does  not  this  ailonifbing  narration  produce 
in  us  better  and  more  lafting  efFeSs  ? 

The  reality  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  on  which  our 
hopes  are  grounded,  was  proved  indifputably  by  his. 
enemies.  The  Jews,  from  their  pretended  regard  to 
the  fabbath,  which  was  then  approaching,  requefted  of 
Pilate,  that  the  bodies  hanging  on  the  crofs  might  be 
removed,  and  therefore  that  their  legs  might  be 
broken,  for  the  purpofe  of  difpatching  them  the  foon- 
er*«     But,  Jefus  having  already  expired^  that  a&  of 

*  Jcha  xix.  51 1  Jkc* 
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i^Ience  was  not  ,committed  upop  bim.  Thus  thifc 
divine  wifdom  had  appointed,  according  to  the  typical 
reprefentation  ofthe  pafchal  lamb^^that  a  bone  of  him 
(hould  not  be  broken*.  • 

The  important  fad  wai  further  evinced* by  the  bru- 
tal rage  of  one  of  the  foldiers,  who  ftruck  a  fpear  into 
the  Redeemer's  fide,  and  pierced  him  to  the  very  heart. 
Had  life  remained^  that  wound  mud  have  been  mor- 
tal ;  for  immediately  there  ifiUed  out  blood  and  water^ 
which  flowed  from-the  vital  parts.  This  circumftance,, 
en  which  the  Evangelift  fltongly  infifts,  was  not  only 
a  proof  of  the  Saviour's  deaths  but  an  emblem  of  the 
bleffings»  which  we  derive  ftom  that  event.  He 
•  came  by  water  and  blo6d  f  ;"  the  water  denoting 
die  purifying  grace  othis  Spirit,  and  the  blood  the  ex- 
piation of  our  guilt.  The  two  muft  be  u  uted, 
■*  not  water  only,  but  water  and  blood  ;"  and  both  are 
oommunicated  from  the  crucified  Redeemer.  You, 
who  perceive  your  defilement,  behdd^with  gratitude 
and  joy  the  remedy  provided .  See  that  ftream,  which 
proceeds  from  tne  pierced  fide  of  Jefus,  and  pray 
diat  you  may  experience  its  full  efficacy.  It  is  ^^  the 
'fountain  opened;  for  fin  and  uncleannefsj." 

Jefus,  theoy  is  "  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood  §;"  and  by  this  expedient 
God  determined  to  difplay^his  own  righteous  cha- 
rader,  and  vindicate  the  honour  of  his  government. 
Now  it  appears,  that  he  is  jufty,and  yet  "  the  juftl- 
ficr  of  hini  who  belieyeth  in  Jefus  ||.  The  atonement, 
here  exhibited,  furnifhes  the  awakened  penitent  with 
fiich  a  plea,  as  may  encourage  him  to  approach  to  God 
with  confidence  and  joy  -1-.  At  the  fame  time  it  will 
fiibdue  in  his  heart  the  love  and  power  of  fin,  and  re- 
duce him  to  a  ftate  of  holy  obedience**.  The  crofs 
of  Chrift>  therefore,  produces  the  mod  blefied  con- 

*'Sxod»  zii,  46.  f  2  John  ▼.   6,  \  Zech.  xHi.    f. 
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fequences,  and  conftitutes  the  very  eflence  of  our  re- 
ligion. Whoever  may  oppofe  or  deride,  it  muft  be 
continually  held  up  to  view;  and  th..(c,  who  under- 
ftand  its  worth  and  feel  its  efficacy,  will  always  con- 
template the  fubjeft  with  wonder,  love,  and  praife. 
To  them  it  will  ever  appear,  as  "  the  power  of  God, 
and  the  wifdom  of  God*."  It  will  imprefs  their 
niinds  with  afenfe  of  their  high  obligations,  and  excite 
them  to  adive  exertions  in  the  fervice  of  God, 
They  will  fay  with  the  Apoftle,  «  We  thus  judge, 
that,  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  ;  and  that 
he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live  fhould  not  hence- 
forth live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  him  which  died 
for  them  f-" 

The  fequel  of  the  hiftory  direfts  our  attention  t6 
the  lifekfs  body  of  our  Redeemer.  He  had  been  de-, 
livered  to  the  Romans  to  be  crucified,  and  according 
to  their  cuftom,  probably,  would  not  have  been  inter-  ' 
red.  But  how  then  would  the  fcriptures  have  been 
fulfilled  ?  For  our  Lord  himfelf  had  prediSed,  that, 
by  his  fepulture  "  in  the  heart  of  the  earth,"  he 
fhould  exaftly  correfpond  to  the  type,  exhibited  in 
Jonas  J.  The  fame  thing,  alfo,  was  implied  in  that 
declaration  of  Meffiah  by  the  royal  Pfalmift^  "My 
flefli  (hall  reft  in  hope  §".  Now,  the  Jews  were  the 
means  of  giving  this  additional  evidence  to  the  cha- 
rader  of  Jelus,  by  petitioning  for  his  burial.  Yet,  in 
order  to  complete  a  particular  prophecy,  another  dif*- 
iiculty  was  to  be  removed.  For,  if  buiied  at  all,  why 
fhould  he  not  lie  with  the  two  thieve^s,  in  the  place 
appropriated  to  the  interment  of  malefadtors  ?  This,  it 
fhould  feem,  was  defigned.  But  Ifaiah  had  foretold,  that, 
though  "  his  grave  was  appointed  with  the  wicked^ 
with  the  rich  man  fliould  be  his  tomb  ||." 

Here,  then,  wc  perceive  and  admire  the  fovercigh 

•   I  Cor.  i.  14.         t  *  ^o**'  ^'  '4>  '5»         t  Matt.  xii.  40* 
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providence  of  God,  accomplifhing  his  own  purpofes* 
A  perfon  of  opulence,  rank,  and  reputation,  Jofeph  o* 
Arinnathea,  was  not  afraid  or  afhamed  to  appear  as  an 
advocate  for  Jefu?,  in  that  ftate  of  greateft  infamy, 
diough  he  never  before  had  the  courage  to  avow 
the  attachment  which  he  felt.  He  requefted  of  Pilate, 
that  the  body  might  be  left  to  his  care:   which  being 

.   granted,  he  took  it  down  from  the  crofs,  and  bound  it 
up  in  clean  linen.     Nicodemus,  alfo,  of  the  fame  ho-« 
nourable  fituation  in  life,  and  of  a  fimilar  difpoiition, 
having  prepared  fpices  and  ointments  for  embalming, 
the  corpfe,  came  and  aflifted  in  the  pious   work. 
Thefe  two,  therefore,  with  all  fuitable  refpeil  and  fo- 
lemnity,  committed  Jefus  to  a  tomb,  which  was  Jofeph's  • 
property,  a  perfe6lly  new  fepulchre,  hewn  out  of  the 
rock,    and   not   far  from   the  place  of  crucifixion. 
Thus  **  he,  who  was  too  poor  to  provide  a  fepulchre 
for  himfelf,  was  honourably  interred  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  rich.*.*^  They,  probably,  underftood  not  the  im- 
portance of  this  aOTon,  to  which  they  were  led  by  a  di- 
vine influence:  biK  we  (houid  adore  that  wifdom^. 
which  overrules  all  events,  and  brings  to  pais  the  moft  . 
unlikely  things,  for  the  completion  of  the  fcriptures. 
Tjie  entrance  into  the  cave,  .where  Jefus  lay,  was 
fecured  by  a  large  mafly  ftone^     The  women,  who 

"attended  him  at  the  crofs,  followed  him  with  weeping 
e)res  to  the  grave,  and  took  particular  notice  of  the 
place  and  nnanner  of  his  burial.  All  thefe  circum- 
ftances  occurred  on  the  friday.  The  next  day  wa^ 
the  fabbath,  or  the  feafon  of  holy  refl:  but,  even  then, 
the  adverfaries  of  Jefus  ceafed  not  from  their  malicious 
exertions.  Not  yet  convinced  by  the  miracles  they  ' 
had  ieen,  .  nor  fatisfied  with  what  their  rage  had  in- 
flidled,  the  Jewiih  leaders  went  to  Pilate,  and,  having' 
abufed  the  Saviour  as  abafe  impoftor,  defired  that 

*  Bp.  Chlodkr*8  dtfzDHt  of  Chrlftlanlty*    Sec  alfo  Bp.  Pearfoa  on  ^ 
the  Creed. 
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the  fepulchre  might  be  better  defended.     They  a 

ed,  that  peculiar  care  was  requiiite  till  the  third 

left  his  difciples  fhould  ileal  the  body,  and  aflert  tk 

had  rifen  from  the  dead,  according  to  his  predi<£ 

Their  rcqueft  was  granted ;  and  therefore,  to  pr< 

any.  fuch  fraud  as  they  fufpe£led,  they  fealed  u 

door  of  the  cave,  and  placed^  guard  upon  the  fp 

Who  is  not  ftruck  with  the  malignant  tempt 

'thefe  oppofers  of  Chrift,  who  purfued  him  with 

virulent  reproaches  even  to  the  grave  ?  Alas ! 

vile  afFeftions  mark  and  difgrace  the  degenerate  n 

of  man !  Their  invidious  precautions,  however, 

cd  to  his  glory  and  their  confufion.     For  it  ap 

cd  from  their  teftimony,   that  Jefus  had  exp 

foretold   his  own   refurreilion :  and  they  tool 

mod  efFeftual  method  to  prove  indifputably,  not 

that  he  was  dead  and  buried,  but  alfo  ''  that  hi 

again  the  third  day,  according  to  the  fcriptun 

'ihus  will  the  fubtle  devices  and  malicious  eflFo 

our  enemies  concur  to  promote  **  the  furthera 

the  Gofpcl."     The  faithful  fervants  of  Chnfl 

no  reafon  to  dread  "  what  man  can  do  againft  tl: 

While  we  accompany  Jefus  to  the  grave,  let  1 

flefl:  oh  our  own  approaching  difiblution,   an 

gloomy  habitation  to  which  our  breathlcfs  bodie 

be  configned.     We    muft    be    committed   t 

ground;  but  how  unlike  to  Jefus,  who  "  fa 

corruption!**  We  muft  turn,  "  earth  to  earth, 

to  aflie?,  duft  to  duft  f.'*    Yet,  if  believers,  w 

fmile  under  this  cxpeftation.     The  burial  of 

will  reconcile  us  to  our  own,  and  teach  us  to  th 

it  with  delight.     Do  we  not  defire  to  be  confi 

to  our  exalted  Head ;  and  may  we  not  conclude 

our  flefti,  alfo,  fliall  <«  reft  in  hope  ?" 

But  this  is  an  unpleafant  and  offenfive  fubj 
you,  whofe  whole  attention  is  fixed  on  prefent  1 

•  I  Con  zv.  ^  4«        f  Burial  fervice* 
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d  fenfual  enjoyments.  Yet  we  entreat  you  to 
nGder,  what  will  become  of  tbofe  delicate  bodies, 
dich  you  adorn  and  pamper  with  fo  much  care  and 
Cpenfe.-  Think,  where  your  pride  and  lux urymuft  end, 
looming  and  vigorous  as  you  may  now  be.  rray,  that, 
by  continually  mortifying  your  corrupt  afFedions, 
Gu  may  be  buried  with  Chrift  * ;"  and  then  you  may 
ejoice  in  confidence,  that  ^^  though  after  your  (kin 
lorms  deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  yoar  fl*(h  you  fhaH 
ee  God,  whom  you  fhall  fee  for  yourfelf,  and  your 
i|es  (hall  behold,  and  not  another  f." 

*  CoOf d  for  Eafter  even.  .     f.  Job  six.  %6,  27. 
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y^/w J,  not  lefi  in  hell — that  he  rofe  on  the  third  day^  h 
proved  by  the  teflimony  of.  Roman  foldierz^  of  many^ 
who  examined  hisfepulchrey  and  of  Angels — hy  his  own 
appearing^  to  Mary  Magdalene^  to  the  other  Marj 
and  Salome^  to  Peter ^  to  two  difciples^  and  to  the  Jpcf* 
ties  ajfembled  together. 

The  enemies  of  Jefus  appeared  to  triumph  in  his 
crucifixion,  as  if  they  had  attained  their  utmoft  wifbes, 
and  efFe£hially  ruined  the  fchemes  of  the  deceiver. 
They  had  fecured,  as  they  thought,  their  prifoner  ia 
the  graves  beyond  the  poifibility  of  any  refcue:  and 
-with  him  all  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  his  followers 
feemed  to  be  buried.     How  dark  and  diftrefling  was 
that  feafon  to  his  difciples !  Such  a  degree  of  ignorance 
and  unbelief  flill  remained  in  them,-  that  they  were 
left  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  dejeftion.     They  had  been 
unwilling  to  admit  the  idea  of  a  fufFering  Saviour, 
fuppofing,  like  the  other  Jews,  that  the  Meffiah  would 
cftablifti  a  temporal  dominion,  that  he  would  never 
die,  and,  if  betrayed,  would  immediately  effe£l  his  own 
releafe.     Probably,  they  had  no  conceptions,  that  be 
would  rife  again,  either  totally  forgetting  or  grofsI]3 
mifunderflanding  all  his  declarations  on  that  fubjed^ 
We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that  their  minds  were 
fiHed  with  black  defponding  thoughts,  as  if  they  had 
been  deluded.     *'  '^^^Y  ^^^  conceived  great  expec- 
tations from  the  perfuaiion,  that  he  was  the  Chrift  of 
God.    But  thefe  were  all  vaniihed,  their  proaiifed  de« 

Uvcrer^ 
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UVcrer,  their  expefled  King,  was  dead  and  buried,  and 
no  one  left  to  call  Him  from  the  grave,  as  he  did  La- 
zarus*/* Perhaps,  too,  the  profpedt  of  future  dif- 
ficulties oppreiTed  and  terrified  their  minds.  What 
could  they  look  for,  but  the  mod  violent  oppofition^ 
fince  tbcir  rulers  had  now  prevailed  againft  their  Maf- 
tcr,  to  deflroy  him  ? 

We  turn  our  attention  from  the  forrowing  difciples 
to  their  departed  Lord*  While  his  body  remained  as 
alifelefs  corpfe  in  the  tosnb,  whither  did  his  fpirit  re- 
tire? Or  what  are  we  to  underftand  by  that  article  of 
our  creed,  "  He  defcended  into  hell?"  The  full 
confideration  of  this  po'nt  would  not  confift  with  the 
nature  and  brevity  of  our  plan.  But  we  obfcrve,  that, 
as  the  declaration  is  clearly  deduced  from  fcriptural 
expreflions,  we  need  not  fcruple  to  ufe  ir,  though  dif- 
ferent interpretations  have  been  delivered  by  learned 
and  pious  men.  Thus  the  prophet  David  fpeaks  in 
the  perfon  of  MeiEah,  foretelling  his  refarreftion, 
*'  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell :  neither  wilt 
thou  fufFer  thine  Holy  One  to  fee  corruption  f." 
Nothing  more,  however,  can  be  inferred  from  this 
paflage,  than,  that  the  Saviour  (hould  continue  for  a 
ihort  feafon  in  a  ilate*  of  death,  his  foul  among  other 
departed  fpirits  in  what  is  called  Hades  or  Hell, 
and  his  body  in  the  grave;  and  that,  under  the  divine 
fuperintendence,  the  latter  (hould  be  revived  and 
again  animated  by  the  former,  before  putrefa6^ion 
could  take  place. 

We  proceed,  then,  to  confider  his  return  to  life; 

•  Weft  on  the  RefurreAIoiiy  p*  loc.  The  anthoff  thinks  it  incum* 
bent  upon  bim  to  acknowledge  the  (atisfa£tion  and  afliftance  he  has 
received  from  that  ingenious  and  valuable  publication,  in  which  the 
differcnty  and  apparently  con  trad!  dlory,  accounts  of  the  Evangel!  ftsre- 
fpeding  the  refurredion  are  perfedlly  reconciled,  and  fo  arranged  as  to 
coalirm  each  other.  The  reader,  therefore,  is  apprized,  that  the  ftate- 
jnent  of  fads,  which  is  here  given,  in  proof  of  that  important  events 
Jut  bcea  chiefly  taken  from  Mr.  Weft. 
f  Pfal  xvi.  10* 

and 
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sfnd  we  {hould  do  it  with  devout  affeflions,  fince  it  ir* 
an  article,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  faith  and' 
hope.  Intimations  of  this  event  had  b^n  given  to 
the  Church  of  old,  by  various  types  and  ceremonial' 
reprefentations.  It  had,  alfo,  been  declared  by  fevc-- 
ral  prophets,  particularly  Davrd  and  Ifaiah.  Accord* 
ingl y,  the  Apoftles  in  their  addrefles  to  the  Jews  main^ 
twined,  that,  Jefus  had  exa£lly  fulfilled  their  fcriptures 
by  his  refurred^ion  from  the  dead.  He  himfelf,  as  we 
have  noted,  had  frequently  predicted  it,  and  on  this 
very  circumftance  rifked  all  the  credit  of'his  miffion*- 
So  that,  if  he  be  not  rifen,  h&  has  not  anfwered  the 
proper  charafter  of  the  Meffiah;  and  has  falfified  bi» 
own  aflertions :  the  Gofpel  may  be  rejefted  as.  x 
fraud ;  *'  our  faith  is  vain,  and  we  are  yet  in  oup 
fins*." 

It  will  be  neceffary  to  examine  this  matter  withf 
the  greateft  attention  :  and  we  ihould  blefs  God,  that 
he  has  not  left  us  in  a  painful  uncertainty,  hat  afford- 
ed us  fuch  clear  and  decifive  teftimony,- that  we  knoyt 
not  what  could  be  required  further.  We  maintain,* 
that  no  event  in  ancient  hiftory  can  be  confirmed  by 
ftronger  aiteftations :  if  thcfe  be  rejeded,  we  muw 
withhold  our  affent  from  every  narration,  and  treat  all' 
the  records  of  antiquity  as  idle  tales  or  impofitionsr- 
Infidels  zffe£k  to  be  fcrupulous,  and  cavil  at  the  mofl: 
unexceptionable  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  Gofpel  f> 
but,  on  other  points,  they  readily  admit  the  groiTefl 
abfurdities. 

The  fact,  for  which  we  contend,  is,  that  Jefus  of 
Nazareth,   who  died  and  was  buried,  did  return  to* 
life,   re-animate  the  fame  body  which  had  been  fdf- 
pended  on  the  crofs,  come  out  of  the  fepulchre  on  the  ^ 
morning  of  the  third  day  from  his  crucifixion,- and  ap* 
pear  to  many  different  perfons  at  different  times*. 
Let  the  matter  undergo  a  fair  difcufEcm:  only  let  us ' 

♦  X  Cor.  IV.  i7» 

yield 
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tcf  the  force  of  argument,  and  not  refift  our 
^ions,  •  If  the  pofition  be  proved,  let  it  be  al-' 
I  that  the  Chr-iftian  builds  his  hope  on  a  firm 
ition,  and  may,  without  prefumption,  rejoice  in 
turance  of  a  glorious  immortality.  A  cloud  of 
(Tes  may  be  produced^  whofe  atteftations  (hould* 
»arately  confidered. 

W^  appeal  to  the  Roman  foldierr,.  who. were' 
I  as  a  guard  over  the  fepulchre»  It  feemed  un* 
,  that  thefe  men  (hould  deliver  an  evidence  fa- 
ble to  the  caufe  of  the  GofpeL  But  this  thejf 
done  in  the  moft  decifive  mannerr  Very  early 
t  morning,  jufl:  as  it  began  to  dawn,  after  a  vio- 
haking  of  the  earth,  an  Angel  defcendcd  from 
rn,  and,  rolling  away  the  ftone,  broke  open  the 
♦•  Thus  an  opportunity  was  afforded,  not  only 
it  departure  of  Jefus,  (who  could  eafiiy  have  for- 
lis  way  through  the  rock)  but  alfo  for  the  ad- 
>n  of  others  to  examine  and  judge  for  themfelves ; 
ially  as  the  fcntinels  were  removed :  for,  not- 
bhding  their  boafted  courage,  they  were  unable 
lintain  their  poft.  By  the  bright  appearance  of 
Lngel,  whom  they  clearly  faw,  they  were  thrown 
fuch  conftematiori,  that  for  fome  time  they  lay 
the  ground,  as  perfons  dead.  Being  a  little  re- 
ed from  their  terror,  they  fled  with  precipitate 
into  the  city,  where  they  reported  the  matter, 
me  of  them  carried  the  account  to  the  chief 
s,  who  could  not  but  be  amazed  and  confounded 
ch  a  teftimony,  and  yet  were  determined  not  to 
nvinced.  A  council  of  the  elders  was  fummon  • 
mongft  whom  it  was  agreed  to  pay  no  fcrious 
d  to  the  ftory,  which  yet  they  could  not  contra- 
and  to  endeavour  to  prevent  its  probable  effedl 
the  minds  of  others.  They  could  not  deny, 
he  ftohe  was  rolled  away,  and  the  body  gone  i 

•  Matt,  xxvili.  x— 4,  ix<vi5« 

and 
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and  they  perceived  that  thefe  fa£ls  muft  foon  be  pub* 
]ic1y  known.  &ut  th^y  bribed  the  foldicrs  to  concesd 
the  vifion  of  the  Angel,  and  put  into  their  mouths  a- 
ftrange,  incoherent  tale,  as  if  thedifcipksof  JefushaJ 
opened  the  fepulchre  and  ftolen  him  a>yay,  while  tbf ' 
guards  thcmfelves  were  afleep.  ■ ' 

This,  it  fhould  feem,  was  the  only  defence  cveri 
pretended  to  be  fet  up  by  thofe,  who  denied  the  re* ! 
fiirreftion :  a  proof  of  the  weaknefs  of  their  caule^ 
which  could  want  fuch  a  fupport^  There  is  fomc^ 
thing  fo  extremely  abfurd  and  incongruous  upon  the 
very  face  of  this  forged  account,  that  it  carries  with  it 
its  own  confutation.  Not  to  mention  the  im]»t)ba^. 
bility,  that  Roman  fentrnels  (hould  fall  afleep  upoA; 
their  ftation,  which  would  have  made  them  liable  ti 
death,  and  efpeciaily  that  the  whole.company  {hoiiM 
be  thus  overtaken  together;- who  can  believe,  that 
the  difciples  fhould  be  able  to  remove  the  heavy  ftone^, 
which  alone  clofed  up  the  grave,  iand  that  they  (houU  u 
alfo  bear  ofF  the  body  fo  filently,  as  to  give  no  diftuib^ 
ance  to  thofe,  who  were  clofe  at  hand?  Or,  who  cat 
credit  the  relation  of  thofe,  who  had  fo  grofsljr  ?io-  ' 
lated  their  duty,  or  allow  them  to  vouch  a  matter,  of* 
whicl?,  by  their  own  confefBon,  they  could  not  be 
witneffes  t  VVe  a(k  further,  why  was  not  the  charge 
brought  home  againft  the  followers  of  Jefus  ?  Wheffi 
the  Apoftles,  a  few  weeks  afterward?,  fbiemnly  ani' 
confidently  maintained  before  the  rulers,  that  thcif 
Lord  was  rifen,  and  that  they  themfelves  hadfecn  bid^^ 
why  were  they  not  confronted  with  this  ftory  ?  The- 
reafon  is  obvious  ;  it  was  not  only  deftitute  of  cvi- 
dence,  but  would  eafily  have  been  confuted;  and^ 
therefore  they  were  commanded  merely  to  hold  theirs 
peace.  Their  opponents,  we  perceive,  admitted  that 
the  body,  which  had  been  fecured  in  the  fepulchre> 
was  gone,  and,  by  the  miferable  fliift  madeufe  of  to 
evade  convidion,  they  have  not  difproved,  but  rather 
coniirmedj  the  relation  of  the  Evangelift,  who  ha 
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1  a  confident  account  of  the  faft.     This  is 
>nly  inftance,  in  which  the  enemies  of  the 
lave  confounded  thetnfelvcs,  and  ftrengthencd 
r,  which  they  endeavoured  to  fubvert.    -How 
ng  is  the  power  and  wifdom  of  our  God,  who 
1   the  counfels  of  infidels  into   fooUftmefs, 
limfelf  glory  by  their  malicious  refiftance  ! 
'e  produce  the  atteftations  of  various  witnefles^ 
jfully  examined  for  themfelves,  and  declared 
js  had  quitted  the  fepulchre.     The  coinci- 
f  thefe  feveral  evidences  adds  much  to  their 
Many  pious   women,    chiefly  thofe    who 
I  their  Lord  from  Galilee,  and  miniftered  to 
ort,  had  made  preparations  for  anointing  and 
ing  his  body  with  fpices.     This  laft  tribute 
ft  for  him,  whom  they  fo  affeilionately  loved,, 
ended  to  pay  early  in  the  morning  of  the  fir  ft 
the  week,  or  the  third  from  his  crucifixion, 
igreed,  that  they  fliould  meet  about  fun-rifing 
rave,  not  knowing,  probably,  that  xiny  guard 
1  fixed  there.     It  fliould  feem,  that  they  went 
ate  companies,  faw  different  vifton?,  and  re- 
their  obfcrvations  to  the  Apottles  at  diftindi 
This  eafy  and  natural  fuppofition  perfedlly 
Ics   the  Evangelift?,   whofc  accounts,  ^whea 
:cn  together,  make  up  one  confident  flory. 
f  Magdalene,  the  other  Mary,  and  Salome,  fet 
•,  before  the  hour  appointed,   that  they  might 
e  place,  and  confider  what  help  might  be  ne- 
for  rolling  away  the  done*.     Jud  at  that 
c,   probably,    the   refurredion    was    efFe£^ed. 
heir  approach,   therefore,   ti?ey  found  that  the 
vas    a'ready   removed.      Immediately   Mary 
ene,  fufpefling  that  the  body  of  her  Lord  had 
rricd  off  by  enemies,  left  her  companions,  and 

.XXTnitl.    Mar^xvi.  z— 4^    Lu.  xziv.  i— 3.     John  xx. 
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returned  to  inform  Peter  and  John,  what  (he  h3 
ften,  and  what  were  her  fears  oh  the  occaGoni- 
Thefe  two  Apoftles,  furprifed  at  the  report,  ran  ttt 
the  fepulchre  with  eager  hafte,  that  from  their  owa> 
perfonal  infpcaion  they  might  judge  for  themfelvei.. 
They  entered  the  cave,  and  perceived  that  their  Maffat 
was  not  there:  yet,  as  the  burial  clothes  remained^. 
carefully  folded  up  and  laid  in  feparate  places,  it  api 
peared  that  there  had  been  no  diforder  ortumultuoui 
hurry  in  his  departure^  From  thefe  circumftancei^ 
probably,  John  concluded,  that  J^fus  was  indeed  re- 
vived ;  though  none  of  the  other  Agoftles,  at  that 
time,  had  any  fuch  conceptions* 

The  incidents,  already  mentioned^  excited  gjal 
wonder  in  the  minds  of  all  the  difciples  •  When  thqf 
hw  that  the  body  was  gone,  and  could  affigii  no  rca- 
fons  for  its  removal  either. by  friends  or  enemies,  the' 
thought  of  its  refurreftion  might,  poffibly,  be  fuggefted* 
to  them :  yet  this  was  an  event,  which  they  bad^aet 
looked  for,  and'  which,,  even  when  direft  evidence' 
was  offered,  they  wer£  backward  to  admit.  That 
evidence  we  now  proceed  to  ftate.  It  pleafed  God^ 
in  condcfcenfion  to  their  ignorance  and  unbelief,  to- 
afford  them  one  proof  upon  another,  and  fo  to  ovcr-^ 
rule  their  fcruples  and  objedHons,  as  to  confirno  the* 
important  fa6l  by  additional  and  clearer  teftimonies** 
The  extreme  difficulty,  with  which  they  yielded  their 
affent,  fo  as  to  render  thefe  teflimonies  necefl&rjr,. 
ftews  that  they  were  incapable,  of  forging;  the  acs* 
count. 

III.  We  maintain,  that  Jefus  arofe  fr-bm  tHe  dcadi- 
on  the  exprefs  and  repeated  declarations  of*  Angels. 
Thefe  holy  fpirits  had  been  employed  on  former  oc- 
cafions,  in  miniflerin?  to  our  Lord,  and  afitrtmg 
his  high  charader.  Doubtlefs,  at  the  feafon  here 
referred  to,  thty  rejoiced  and  triumphed,  and  efteem- 
ed  it  an  honour,  to  themfelves,  to  bear  witnefs  of  his 
return  talife,.    Several'defcriptions  of  their  appcaiv 
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res  for  this  purpofe  are  given  by  the  Evangelifts^ 
i-fuch.  as  at  firfl  view  may  be  thoaght  contradic- 
y.     Bu:  let  it  only  be  allowed,  which  is  a  reafon^ 
e  (uppoiition,  that  thefe  heavenly  meflfengers  had  a 
wer  of  being  vifibleor  not,.at  pleafure,  and  were 
R  in  different  forms  by  different  perfons  j  and  the 
s£lion  of  inconfiftency  is  removed- 
Kn  Angel,  clothed  with  tranfcendent  brightncfs^. 
le  down. to  vindicate  the  credit  and  dignity  of  the 
iour:  this  he  did  by  breaking  open  his  fepulchre, 
,  confounding  the  guards,   who  were  fet  there  to- 
vent  his  efcape  andto  prove  him  an  impoftor. 
Two  of  the  women,  alfo,.  who  had  arrived  firft  at 
place,    "  the  other  Mary  and  Salome/*  whom 
try  Magdalene  h^d  left  there,  were  favoured  with  a. 
on  of  the  Aflgd,  upon  their  entering  into  the  cave*. 

►  difpf  rfe  the  terror,  into  which  they  were  thrown^ 
ledared  exprefsly,  that  Jefus,  whom  they  fought,. 
I  rifen  according  to  his  own  predidlion,  and 
itcd  them  to  eseamine  thefpot,  whe;e  he  had'been, 
jired*.  He  charged  them,  likcwife,  to  carry 
I  information  to  his  difciples,  and  efpecially  to 
:cr,  who  having  (hamefully  fallen,  moft  needed  con- 
Ltion  ;  and. he  affiired  them,  that  their  Lord  would 
et  them  in  Galilee,, as  he  had  promifed  a  little  be-* 
8  his  death' f.  Impreffed  with  awful  reverence  by 
att  they  had  feen  and  heard,  yet  at  the  fame  time 
id  with  exceeding  joy,  they  haftened  to  commu* 
ate  the  glad  tidings,  as  they  had  been  directed. 
Upon  their  departure  Mary  Magdalene,  who  had ' 
amed  to  the  fepulchre,  with  Peter  and  John,  re* 
ined  at  the  outfide  in  deep  diftreft :  but,  while  {he 
lented  the  lofs  of  her  dear  Lord,,  (he  looked  in,  and 
-ceived  there  two  Angels  in  a  glorious  form,  who 
as  guards  over  the  place,  where  Jefas  had  lain  %* 

►  Matk.  xxviU.  5—8;    Mar.  xv5.   5—8,        f  Mar.   xiv.  tZ,- 
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Mary  foon  afterwards  retired,  and  then  came  Jo; 
and  the  reft  of  the  women,  who  prepared  the  fj 
for  anointing  the  body;  and  it  is  evident, 
they  then  knew  nothing  of  what  had  happen* 
They,  were  aftonifhed,  therefore,  when  th^y  f< 
that  the  fepulchre  had  been  opened,  and  that  i 
Lord  was  gone.  Their  doubts  and  perplexj 
however,  were  removed  by  the  declarations  of 
heavenly  fpirits,  who  appeared  to  them  in  hu 
form,  and  aflured  them,  that  Jefus  had  returnc 
life  again,  in  completion  of  his  own  prophecies, 
account  was  carried  to  the  difciples,  and  prol 
reached  them,  before  they  had  been  informed  o 
other  vifions:  yet  fuch  w^as  their  incredulity, 
they  could  not  entertain  a  thought  of  the  refui 
tion,  and  at  firft  confidered  the  relations,  as  no  < 
than  fancy  and  illufion. 

But  we  contend,  that  the  evidence,  here  addi 
is  ftrbng  and  unqueftionable.  The  perfons  dcfci 
are  credible  \vitne(res  of  what  they  faw  and  he 
nor  can  their  reprefentations,  with  any  coniiftc 
be  afcribed  to  imagination..  The  events,  i» 
took  place,  were  fuch  as  they  did  not  look  for; 
yet  they  weie  obliged  by  many  concurrent  cir<; 
ftances  to  yield  their  aflent.  It  can  never  be"  ad 
ted,  that  both  their  eyes  and  their  ears  decc 
them,  or  that  (o  many  fbould  be  impofed  upor 
the  very  fame  manner^  and  at  the  fame  time* 

Thefe  pioqs  women,  to  whom  the  important 
formation  was  firft  communicated,  were  abunds 
recompenfed  for  their  zealous  attachment  to  the 
viour.  Innumerable  inftances  confirm  the  piro 
of  our  gracious  God  to  his  faithful  adherents,  *'  Tl 
that  honour  me,  I  will  honour  f/*  May  w 
encouraged  to  be  more  bold  and  a(9:ive  in  his  fer 

*  Lvkexxiv*  x^-u*.  f  x.Sam»Ji»  sp* . 
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lti3  we  {hall  obtain  more  clear  and  diftinguiflied 
marks  of  his  approbation ! 

The  preceding  accounts,  probably,  left  fome 
doubt  and  hefitation  upon  the  minds  of  the  Apoftles. 
They  had  been  told,  only,  that  Angels  had  ailerted 
die  refurre£i;ion  of  their  Lord;  but  no  one  had  yet 
Teen  him :  and  therefore,  though  they  ought  to  have 
been  convinced,  perhaps  they  wifhed  for  more  direft 
evidence  of  the  fa6l.  Such  evidence  was  afforded 
diem,  in  order  to  overcome  their  incredulity. 

IV.  We  contend,  that  Jefus  inconteftably  de- 
monftrated  the  point  in  queftion,  iby  (hewing  himfelf 
dive  to  various  perfons,  who  had  previoufly  known 
bim,  and  to  whom  he  gave  ample  teftimony  of  the 
reality  and  identity  of  his  body. 

I.  He  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalene,  before  he 
vouch(afed  the  fame  favour  to  any  of  his  former  ac- 

Juaintance  *..  We  admire  this  grace  and  condefcen- 
on  in  conferring  fuch  an  honour  upon  a  woman, 
who  had  probably  been  of  an  infamous  charaften 
But  flie  had  much  forgiven,  and  ihe  loved  much. 
While  (he  remained  in  tears  at  the  fepulchre,  and 
ledared  to  the  Angels  the  caufe  of  her  diftref?,  Jefus 
came  and  placed  himfelf  befide  her.  At  the  firft 
glance,  (he  took  him  for  the  gardener;  but  hv^r  mif- 
take  was  immediately  corrected,  when  flie  heard  him 
pronounce  her  name  in  the  fame  tone  of  voice,  and 
the  (ame  afFe^tionate  manner,  v/hich  he  had  ufed  in 
his  fonner  intercourfe.  Convinced  that  it  was  her 
Lord,  (he  flew  with  ardour  to  embrace  him.  This, 
however,  he  told  her,  (he  muft  decline  for  the  pre- 
Tent,  and  intimated  that  he  would  fee  her  again,  and 
give  her  abundant  proofs  of  the  reality  of  his  refur- 
re£tion,  before  he  finally  quitted  the  earth.  He 
charged  her,  therefore,  to  carry  the  account  to  his 
brethren  without  delay,    and    a(rure  them   in   the 

^  Mar.  xvi*  9— xz«    John  xz.  14^— >i8« 
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kmdeft  terms,  that  he  flill  acknowledged  his  rekdbR 
to  them,  and  that,  being  mindful  of  their  interefts  acMl  ' 
of  his  own  exprefs  declarations,  he  (hould  foon  af- 
cend,  by  a  corporeal  tranflation,  to  his  Father  and 
their  Father,  to  his  God  and^heir  God, 

O  how  fpee  and  abundant  is  his  grace !  What  teih- 
dernefs  of  compaiHon  does  he  (hew  even  to  his  £dl*> 
en  people!  His  difciples  had  deferted  him  in  his  ei^T  < 
tremity ;  but,  immediately  on  his  return  to  life,  he- 
was  anxious  to  inform  them,  that  they  were  ai. 
dear  to  him  as  ever,  that  he  would  continue  to.  owB ' 
them  as  children  of  the  fame  Father,  and  {dead  their 
cauTe  in  heaven.  Themefiage  was  delivered;  and 
yet  their  doubts  were  not  difperfed.  PoiEbly,  they 
argued,  that,  as  Mary  Magdalene  alone  pretended  ta. 
have  feen  himi,,and  ihe  had  not  at  firft  recoUedled  or 
been  fufFered  to  touch  him,  flie  might  be  under  a 
delufion,  or  the  vifion,  if  real,  might  be  no  more 
than  his  fpirit.  But  fcruples  of  this  kind  were  (boa 
removed,  as  we  obfervc 

2.  He  appeared,  alfo,  to  the  oAer  Mary  and  Sa^ 
lome*.  They  were  flying  from  the  fepulchro,  fcdng 
charged  by  the  Angels  with  a  commiffion  to  the  4iU 
ciples,  when  Jefus  met  them  on  the  road,  and  addrefled 
them  in  words  of  Arong  confolation.  He  exhorted 
them  to  difmifs  their  fears,  and  by  fufFering  them  to 
embrace  his  feet,  gave  them  ^  full  convidion  of  his 
refurreflion.  By  th«m,  too,  he  fent  word  to  his 
brethren,  that  in  Galilee,  where  they  chiefly  refided, 
he  would  afford  them  a  gracious  interview.  From 
this  occurrence  the  evidence  was  confiderably 
ftrengthened.  Yet  the  Apoftles,  being  "  flow  of 
heart  to  believe,"  might  afk,  "  If  the  Lord  be  rifea 
indeed,  why  has  he  ihewn  himfelf  only  to  the  wo- 
men, and  not  to  any  of  us?"    It  is  prefumptuous, 

*  Matt  xxviii*  9^  zOt 

we 
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onfefs,  to  refufe  our  aflent  to  fair  tellimony,  and 

ind    additional  proofs  for  the  removal   of  our 

afonable  doubts.'    But  the  Lord  condefcended 

revent  or  obviate.' fuch  an  objeSioiu 

.  He  appeared  to  Peteiu     In  the  mefTage  of  the 

;el$  to  the  difciples,  particular  mention  had  beea 

B  of  Peter;  but,  though  he  had  twice  vifited  the 

Ichr^,  once. after  the  nrft  report  of  Mary  Mag* 

ic,  and  again  after  that  of  Joanna*,  yet  he  had 

Teen  either  Jcfus  or  the  Angels.     At  length, 

ever,  his  Mafler  Bivoured  him  with  an  inter  vieu^ 

»ably  before  any  of  :the  other  Apoftles.     The 

umftances  of  that  interview  are  not  recorded,  but 

fa&  .is  exprefsly  declared  t ;  and  it  ftands  as  an 

inceof  his  tenderftefs  to  backfliders.     He  will 

iver,  and , pardon,  and  comfort.     Such  was  bis 

dud  to  Peter,  whofe  fall  had  been  attended  with 

greateft  aggravations,  and  to  whom,  even  before 

reft,  hef  hauened  to  declare  his  fbrgivenefs  and  lovei 

till  it  might  be  argued,  that  all  the  preceding  ma- 

lations  of  the  rifen  Saviour  had  been  an  appeal 

eTenfes,  rather  than  the  underftanding.     They 

leen  bright  and  dazzling,  fudden  and  of  fliort 

luancc,  leaving  little  or  no  time  for  cool  re« 

»n  and  a  deliberate  examination  of  the  fcrip- 

That  there  might  be  no  ground  for  fuch  aa 

on, 

le  appeared,  the  fame  day,  to  two  other  dif- 

18  they  were  going  toEmmaus,  about  fevenor 

lies  from  JerufalemJ.     Tbefe  perfons  were 

ng  together,  with  an  evident  deje6lIon  of 

1  the  late  aftonifbing  events,  which  engro(E- 

hought6,  when  the  Lord  himfelf  drew  near, 

Sreat  familiarity  joined  their  converfation, 
ing  his  real  charadter.    It  was  his  graci* 

^  Luke  XXIV.  i«.        t  34*  >  Cor.  xv«  5« 
f.  Lake  xxiv.  13— SS^ 
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ous  purpofe  at  this  time,  not  to  excite  their  ^wondcr 
by  any  Iplcndid  vifian,  but  to  coivvince  them  bycool_ 
and  folid  reafoning  from  thQ  facred  oracles,  that  tbcf- 
ought  to  have  expc^ed  his  death  and  return  to  llk^ 
fiucc  thefe  things  had  been  exprcftl y  predi^ed-  Thcf 
were  preventedj  thercfcrej  by  a  miraculous  agencj', 
from  recoiled iog  and  difcovering  him,  till  he  had 
difcuflld  rhe  impoitant  topic,  by  a  particukr  expb-,  j 
nation  of  the  types  and  prophecies  relating  to  it,  oi 
reproved  iheni  for  their  ignorance  and  unbelief." 
When  they  came  to  Emmaus,  he  went  into  the  fame 
houfe,  through  their  earneft  rcquef^,  and  fat  down 
with  them  at  the  table.  Then,  while  he  bleffcd  and 
dillribuled  brendj  according  to  his  former  manner  or 
the  folemnity  of  the  fiicran^ental  fupper,  the  dimnels 
which  had  been  cart  over  their  eyes  was  removdij 
and  they  recognised  the  perfon  of  their  beloved 
Mafter<  But,  the  end  of  his  appearance  being  an- 
fwered,  he  inllantly  withdrew  from  their  fight. 

As  they  reviewed  this  iingular  occ^jrrence,  rhej 
wondered  at  their  own  ftupidity^  remarking  thatthcf 
might  have  known  him  from  the  extraordinary  ener- 
gy of  his  words  and  the  effect  produced  in  thcit 
minds,  Thi-y  I'lid  one  to  another,  "  Did  not  «if 
hfartP  burn  within  u?,  while  he  talked  with  usbf 
the  way,  and  while  he  opened  to  us  the  fcriptufc^i'' Js 
7'heir  doubts  were  all  removed  ;  they  felt  a  rational  U 
convii^tion  of  their  Lord's  re  fur  red;  ion,  and  per- 
ceived that  tvcvy  ihing  had  happened  in  petfe^fl  con*  *^ 
fiflencc  with  God's  declaraUoi^Si  That  fame  even- 
ing they  returned  to  Jeruf^lem,  where  they  fjuri 
the  Apoflles  allembled  together  and  exulting  in  ibc 
thought,  that  th*^ir  Lord  was  rifen  indeed,  and  haJ 
Ciewn  hifi;f<lf  to  Peter.  The  different  accounts 
vvere  then  compiiredj  and  yet^  decifive  as  thefe  tef- 
timniiies  were,  fome,  at  lea  ft,  in  the  company  wnh* 
held  I  heir  aflent,  or,  perhaps^  allowing  the  ac- 
counts, concluded  that  bis  fpirit  only  had  been  feen, 

and 
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nd  that  his  body,  if  revived,  was  carried  up  to  hea- 
en*.  How  gracious  and  coiidefcending  wns  the 
iaviour  to  thefe  weak,  doubting,  and  incredulous 
lifciples  !  To  fatisfy  their  icruples,  and  prove  incon- 
jeftably,  that  his  re-animared  body  yet  remained 
ipon  earth,  he  manifefted  himfelf  again  th^t  very 
louf.      We  add,  therefore, 

5.  He  appeared  to  the  Apoftles,  then  aflenibled 
ogether  f-  He  entered  the  room  in  a  miraculous 
nanner;  we  need  not  explain  or  enquire,  by  what 
yarticular  method.  ^  He  flood  in  the  midft,  with  ex- 
>reffions  of  love  in  his  countenance,  and  addrefTed 
hem  with  words  ofconfolation.  Surprife  and  terror 
werpowered  them;  and  ftill,  it  fhould  fcem,  they 
^erc  unwilling  to  admit,  that  the  vifion  was  any 
:hing  more  than  that  of  his  fpirit.  But  he,  in  ten- 
ler  compaffion,  difperfed  their  fears,  and  banifbed 
heir  fufpicions. 

At  length,  then,  the  evidence  was  full  and  com- 
Jete,  Not  the  women  only,  but  the  Apoftles 
themfelvcs,  were  witnefles  of  the  refurreSion  of  Je- 
!iis*  He  was  feen,  not  merely  by  one  or  two,  but 
by  many  together.  Nor  did  he  fuddenly  withdraw, 
ike  an  airy  phantom ;  for  he  now  gave  them  de- 
cifive  proofs  of  the  reality  and  famenefs  of  his  body. 
^  Here,"  faid  he,  "  behold  my  wounded  hands, 
ind  feet,  and  fide,  which  retain  the  marks  of  what  I 
Tufiered  on  the  crofs.  It  is  Jefus,  your  Lord  and 
Matter,  who  ftands  before  you.  Take  full  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  by  your  touching  and  embracing  me  be  con- 
vinced, that  this  is  not  a  ipecStre,  but  a  real,  cor* 
poreal  fubftance." 

O  what  tranfports  of  joy  muft  have  filled  their 
hearts !  Surely,  they  felt  the  moft  ardent  afFedions 

*  Mar.  XVI,  13. 
•f  Mar.  xvi.  14*    L»ke  xxiv.  36«*43«    John  xx.  19— ijt 
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of  gratitude,  love,  and  zeal.  Yet  perhaps,  for  a 
moment^  the  whole  tranfaftfon  might  appear^  too 
wonderful  to  be  true.  But  be  remained  in  their 
prefence  for  feme  time,  upbraiding  them  with  their 
pcrverfe  and  obftinate  incredulity,  and  evincing  by 
further  arguments  the  cettainty  of  his  refurre<Elion, 
He  condefcendcd  to  eat,  in  their  company,  the  very 
food  which  they  themfelves  offered  him.  Again  he 
cxpreffed  his  earneft  defires.for  their  happinefs,  pro- 
nounced his  benediction,  and  renewed  their  Apofto- 
lical  commiflion.  While  he  breathed  on  them,  he 
gave  them  affurances  of  large  communications  of  the 
t^pirit,  and  engaged  to  ratify  their  fentence,  when 
they  fhould  declare,  to  whom  remiflion  of  fins  (hould 
be  extended,  and  from  whom  withheld.   ' 

Here  we  paufe,  and  thus  clofe  the  evidence,  exhi- 
bited on  the  day  in  vrhich  our  Lord  rofe  from  the 
deaJ.  The  fubj eft  requires  a  more  full  and  particu- 
lar application,  than  the  prefent  fe£lion  will  admit. 
Let  us  meditate  upon  it,  for  our  own  fpiritual  im- 
provcriient  Thefe  numerous  atteftations  were  in- 
tended for  our  conyiftion,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the 
Apoflles.  Even  the  pertinacity  of  their  unbelief  has 
eventually  proved  a  blefling,  as  confirming  more 
abundantly  the  truth  of  the  fcriptures.  We  fee^  then, 
on  how  firm  a  bafis  our  faith  and  hope  are  built,  and 
how  guilty,  hov»^  inexcufable.  thofe  are,  who  rejeA 
or  defpife  the  Gpfpel.  The  fad,  which  is  here 
maintained,  conftitutes  an  eflential  article .  of  our 
creed:  the  whole  fyftem  of  Chriftianity  muft  ftand 
or  fall  with  it.  But  fo  decifive  are  thefe  teftimonies, 
that  we  may  defy  the  moft  powerful  and  malevolent 
attacks  of  infidels;  all  their  attempts  to  fubvert  the 
foundation  of  our  religion  will  turn  to  their  own  con- 
fufion. 

In.  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  we  perceive  a  never- 
failing  fource  of  confolation.  We  rejoice  iri  the 
fufEcicncy  of  that  ranfom,  which  he  paid  down,  and 


Tfttte  Complete  viftory,  which  he  has  obtained  for 
^  us  over  alt  our  fpiritual  enemies.  With  peculiar  ex- 
ultation, therefore,  we  fing,  "  Thanks  be  to  God, 
which  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift*:"  and,  **  Bfeffed  be  the  God  and  Father 
•of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  'which  according  to  hin 
abundant  mercy  hath  begotten  us  again  iinto  a  lively 
hope  by  the  refurreition  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
■dead  f  •^*  But  does  this  fong  of  triamplx  properly  be* 
long  tous?  What  are  the  advantages^  which  we  have 
derived  frdm  the  Saviour ?  By  out  own  experience, 
of  his  ability  to  fave^  can  we  ftand  forth  as  his  wit^ 
neflles,  malnuining  that  ^^  the  Lord  is  rifi^n  in>* 
ileed?" 

L^  us  not  forget,  that  he  will  appear  again,  in 
the' very  fame  body,  which  was  crucified  on  mount 
Calvary,  and  came  forth,  from  the.  fepulchre  on  the 
third  day^  His  faithful  people  fliall  then  meet  hint 
*'  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory  :**  he  will 
raife  them  up  by  his  mighty  power,  and  admit 
Aem  to  a  ftatc  of  delightful  intercourfe  with  himfelf 
for  evermore.  But  how  will  thofe  behold  him, 
**  who  have  crucified  him  afrefh,*'  and  continued  to 
pierce  him.  by  their  contcmptutjus  unbelief?  He  will 
be  their  Judge;  and  fuch  will  be  his  manifeftation, 
u  will  overwhelm  them  with  confufion,  horror,  and 
defparr.  May  we  obtain  redemption  through  his 
Uood,  and  "  know  the  power  bf  his  refurredtion,** 
fo  that,  "  when  He,  who  is  our  life,  fcall  appear, 
I     we  alfo  may  appear  with  him  in  glory  j!"    Amen* 


1 

1 

2> 
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SECT.    43. 

^efus  appeared  at  JerufaUm^  for  the  conviHion  of  fbo" 
mas — at  the  fea  of  ^berias'^on  a  motmtain  in  Ga* 
like — and  again  at  Jerufalem^  a  little  lefore  his  af 

cetifton*  ,         . 

Never  was  .there  an  event  of  greater  importance 
to  mankind,  than  the  refurredion  of  Jefus  Chrift; 
and  never  was  any  fa£l  fo  well  attefted.  One  evi- 
dence was  added  to  another-,  as  if  to  prevent  all  pof- 
fibility  of  dpubt,  Jefus  **  fhewed  himfelf  alive  after 
his  paflion  by  many  infallible  proofs*",  till  he  had 
convinced  the  rooft  unbelieving,  iand  fatisfied  the 
moft  fcrupulous,  of  his  difciples.  He  appeared  to 
them  not  merely  once,  but  frequently,  and  gave 
them  full  liberty  to  examine,  by  fuch  trials  as  they 
3efired,  whether  he  had  rifen  with  a  real  body,  the 
very  fame  which  they  had  formerly  known,  and  which 
they  had  beheld  fufpended  on  the  crofs.  He  came  tci 
tliem  in  different  places,  continued  long  In  Acif 
company,  did  eat  and  drink  with  them,  delivered 
particular  inftrudHons  and  commandments,  **  being 
feen  of  them  forty  cikiys,  fpeaking  of  the  things  per- 
taining to  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Thefe  vifits  of  tlie  Saviour  to  his  Apoftlcs  were 
intended,  not  only  to  aflure  them  of  his  high  regard, 
and  promote  their  particular  comfort,  but  to  qualify 
them  for  the  important  office  of  attefting  his  refur- 
redion,  and  proclaiming  his  falvation  to  the  variots 

*  Aas  u  3.; 
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ingdoms  of  the  world*  Accordingly,  in  due  time, 
ley  went  forth  and  avowed  themfelves  his  witneffes^ 
1  the  face  of  the  moft  malignant  and  powerful  op- 
lofers.  They  have  given  a  clear,  decided,  and  in- 
lubitable  teftimony  of  the  faft,  which  we  are  confi- 
lering ;  and  their  declarations  ought  to  be  ferioufly 
egarJed.  They  could  not  be  deceived  by  the  united 
eport  of  fo  many  of  their  feiifes,  for  they  heard,  and 
kw,  and  handled  their  beloved  Mafter;  nor  would 
hey  have  concerted  fuch  a  plan  for  deceiving  man- 
cind,  from  which  they  had  nothing  to  expeft,  but 
ihe  moft  violent  perfecution  even  unto  death  itfelf. 
.  We  have  already  mentioned  our  Lord's  appear- 
mces  on  the  day  of  his  refurreftion,  and  (hall  now 
advert  to  thofe,  which  occurred  from  that  time  to 
bis  afcendon.  May  our  contemplations  on  this  fub- 
\t6k  promote  in  us  all  holy  afFeftionrs  !  May  we  not 
merely  aflent  to  the  doftrine  propofed,  but  derive 
from  it  an  increafe  of  faith,  hope,  love,  and  joy  \ 

h  He  appeared  with  a  particular  view  to  the 
convidion  of  Thomas*.  Evidence  fufRcient  had 
been  given  to  all  the  other  Apoftles;  and  according- 
ly they -were  fatisfied.  Indeed,  they  ought  to  have 
yielded  their  aflent  much  fooner  than  they  did;  and 
therefore  Jefus  reprehended  them  for  their  unbelief. 
But  when  he  firft  {hewed  himfelf  to  them,  as  they 
were  aflembled  together,  Thomas  was  not  prefent, 
aild,  upon  the  report  being  carried  to  him,  refufed 
to  credit  their  teftimony.  He  prefumptuoufly  re- 
quired the  convidion  of  his  own  fenfes,  before  he 
would  allow  the  vifion  to  be  the  very  body  of  his 
Lord.  He  declared,  that  he  would  fee,  and  put' 
his  finger  into,  the  print  of  the  nails,  which  had 
been  ufed  in  the  crucifixion,  and  thruft  his  hand  into 
the  fide,  which  had  been   pierced  by  the  foldicr's 

•   Jo'm  XX.  24—25. 
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fjpear,  or  elfe,  that  he  would  rcjeA  all   other  evi- 
dence. 

Thomas,  it  (hould  feem,  rcsr.ained  in  this  ftate 
of  darknefs  and  unbelief  for  a  whole  week.  During 
that  time  we  do  not  find  that  Jefus  vifited  any  of  his 
difciples:  perhaps  he  defigned,  that  in  the  interval, 
they  might  be  more  atleifure  for  a  deliberate  exami- 
nation of  thefcriptures,  and  the  atteftations  already 
given.  But  on  the  eighth  day  following,  or  the  next 
return  of  the  iirft  day  of  the  week*,  he  came^  in  thfr 
fame  miraculous  manner  as  before,  into  the  midftof 
their  aflembly,  Thomas  alfo  being  prefent.  Having 
declared  an  affeftionate  regard  for  them  ally  he  con- 
defcended  to  addrefs  that  incredubus  Apoftle,  and 
for  his  full  fatisfaSion  oiFered  him  the  very  proofs^ 
which  he  had  prefumptuoufly  required. 

What  further  obje£tion  could  remain f  Thomas 
ivas  aihamed  and  humbled  :  convinced  by  fuch  unr 
deniable  evidence,  he  acknowledged  not  the  refur- 
reiSlion  only,  but  the  Godhead  of  his  Saviour,  and 
worfhipped  him  with  profound  reverence  and  ado- 
jation,  crying  out,  "  Mv  Lonn,  AND^  MY- Gon  i*** 
His  former  weaknefs  was  now  pardoned,  suidi  bis 
fiaithy  though  it  reiled  on  fenfible  demonftration». 
was  gracioufly  accepted.  Jefus^ebuked  him,  buft 
with  tendernefs,,  for  having  fo  long  refufed  his  ere* 
dit,  and  pronounced  a  peculiar  Weffing  on  thofe^ 
who,,  with  real  humility  of  mind^  yield  an  unfcign* 
ed  affent  arid  fubmifSon  to  the  Gofpel,^  even  though 
flich  ftrong  tefti monies  may  be  withheld,  as  a  fcepr 
tical  and  arrogant  caviller  may  demand. 

This  occurrence  (hould  warn  us  to  beware  of  un- 


*  It  /hould  feem,  from  that  time  the  firft  day.  of  the  week  be«. 
tame  the  ftated  fsafori  of  the  (olemn  meetings  in  the  Church,  and 
was  celebrated  as  the  Chriilian  fabbath,  being  diitinguiOied  by  the 
high  and  honourable  appeHation  tflhciird'4  day,  A^s  x»*  7.  i  Cor. 
Xyi.  2.    Hev.  i.  xo. 
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helief,  which  may,  probably,  attack  us  in  various 
degrees,  and  in  different  fliapes.     How  many  around 
us  are  perjdexed  with  unreafonable  doubts  and  fcru- 
ples  about  the  do£trines,  and  even  the  truth  of  reve- 
lation !   Do  you  complain,  that  fufficient  cvideiKe  is 
BOt  afforded  you  ?  But  do  you  not  indulge  a  very 
blamable  difpofition,  as  Thomas  did,  whillt  you  are 
unwilling  to  admit  that  light,  which  might  produce 
convliftion?  Ha^e  you  fairly  ftudied  the  fubjec^,  and 
diligently  examined  the   proofs  and  arguments,   in 
which  others  acquiefce?  It  is  not  for  you  to  pre- 
fbribe  to  God,  by  what  particular  means  he  ought 
ta confirm  his  word.    There  is  no  need  of  further  in- 
formation, if  only  your  hearts  were  right.     *'  Be 
not  faithlefs,  but  believing/'     You  (bould  not  ex- 
pcd  or  a(k  for  ftieh  kind  of  demonftration,  as  Tho- 
mas received;  but  learn  with  him  to  bow  with  real    . 
fubjedlion  to  the  Saviour,  acknowledging  his  effen- 
lial  glory,  and  his  indubitable  right  to  your  love,  re-> 
verencc,   and  obedience,    while  you  fay  from  the 
lieart,  "  My  Lord  and  my  God." 
-    IL  He  2Lppe2LCcd  at  the  fea  of  Tiberias*.     The 
difctples,  having  remained  the  full  time  at  Jerufalem 
for  the  celebration  of  the  paifover,  returned  to  Ga« 
lilee,  where  the  chief  part  of  them  refided.     Thither 
the  Angels  directed  them  to  go,  and  there  Jefus  him- 
felf  promifed  to  meet  them.     It  is  probable,  that  his 
inoft  frequent  vifits  were   made    in  that   country, 
where  his  interviews  with  friends  might  be  more 
convenient,  and  leis  likely  to  excite  notice  and  re- 
fentment,  than  at  Jerufalem*     A  minute  account  of 
thefe  interviews  is  not  given  us ;  nor  is  it  neceflary, 
as  they  were  defigned,  not  for  the  proof  of  his  refur- 
region,  which  was  then  fufficfently  eftablifhed,  but 
for  the  private  inftrudKon  and  corfifort  of  his  dear 
followers.     In  cyery  frefli  conference  he  confirmed 

^  John  xxl.  i|  &t« 
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their  faith,  difplayed  his  own  power  and  grace,  and 
manifeded  the  moft  tender  affediion  for  them.  This 
we  cannot  bat  remark,  in  the  inftance  now^  before 
us. 

Several  of  his  difciples  were  engaged,  in  fifliing,. 
which  had  once  been  their  common  occupation; 
and,  probably,  they  were  ftill  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  it  for  their  fupport.  When  they  had  la- 
boured a  whole  night  in  vain,  Jefus^  prefented  him- 
felf  to  them  on  ihe  fea  Ihore,  rn  an  unknown  habit, 
and  diredled  them  where  to  caft  their  net.  Their 
miraculous  draught  immediately  convinced  them, 
that  it  was  their  Lord,  who  was-  at  hand,  and  had 
given  them  fuch  fuccefs.  They  haftehed  to  him;  and 
upon  their  arrival,  having  prepared  a  fire  and  provi- 
iions,  he  condefcended  to  eat  with  them.  This  was 
the  third  time  cf  his  appearing  to  any  confideraUc 
number  of  them  together. 

Perhaps,  by  that  very  large  capture' he  intended 
to  afford  tlxem  a  feafonable  relief  for  their  neceflities, 
and  to  encourage  their  dependence  upon  him,  as 
the  Lord  of  providence,  and  grace.  They  were  ap- 
pointed to  be  fifhers  of  men;  and>  though  in  their 
office  they  might  feem  for  a  long  time  to  labour 
with  no  good  effeft,  they  were  now  taught,  that, 
under  his  direftion  and  influence,  they  might 
hope  to  inclofe  immenfe  multitudes  in  the  net  of 
the  Gofpel.  Blefled  Jefus,  compaffionate  the  ig- 
norance and  weaknefs  of  thy  minifters  in  our  day  f 
While  they  lament,  that  they  weary  themfelves  in 
vain,  do  thou  gracioufly  inftrudl  them,  where  and  how 
they  fhould  caft  the  net,  fo  that  many  may  be  taken  ! 

In  difcourfing  with  his  difciples  on  that  occafion, 
Jefus  paid  a  particular  regard  to  Peter,  probably  on 
account  of  his  late  (hamcful  fall,  not  only  to  reprove, 
but  reftore  and  comfort  him.  After  dinner,  Jefus 
propofed  a  folemn  enquiry  to  the  Apoftle,  whether 
indeed  he  loved  him  more  than  all  his  brethren  did; 

which 
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Vi^ich  he  had  on:e  profefled.  Peter  replied  with 
great  firmnefs,  that  he  did  feel  the  moft  iincere 
affc&ion  for  his  Lord,  and  appealed  to  Him,  as  the 
Tearcher  of  hearts,  for  the  truth  of  the  declaration: 
but,  remembering  his  own  perfidious  conduct,  he 
dared  not  to  boaft,  as  he  had  done  before,  that  his  at- 
tachment was  ftronger  than  that  of  others.  Jefus 
then  required  him  to  prove  his  regard,  by  faithfully 
performing  the  paftoral  office,  feeding  the  lambs  of 
bis  flock.  Thrice  did  he  renew  the  queftion,  "  Lov- 
eft  thou  me,"  and  thrice  repeat  the  charge,  '*  Feed 
my  (heep." 

Let  each  one  confider  himfdf  as  appealed  to  by  the 
Saviour  in  the  fame  folemn  manner,  "  Loveft  thou 
me?'*  What  anfwer  could  we  return?  Some  with 
bumble  confidence  might  maintain,  even  in  his  pre- 
fecice,  that  their  hearts  glow  with  warmeft  afFcwlion 
for  him.  But  many,  whofe  minds  are  attradled  by 
different  obje6l«,  notwith (landing  their  profeffion 
of  ferious  defires,  can  come  to  no  Citisfa6tory  deter- 
mination about  the  real  ftate  of  their  fouls,  and  there- 
fore remain  in  a  very  painful  fufpenfe.  Others  furely,, 
If  thus  interrogated,  muft  be  confounded  >  fuice  their 
tiabitual  difpofitions  and  general  practices  declare  an- 
avowed  difregard,  and  even  an  infolent  contempt,  of 
Jefus.  It  will  be  foon  decided,  whether  we  have  a 
real  attachmentto  his  name;  and  "  if  any  man  love 
not  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,"  a  tremendous  "  anathe- 
ma" refts  upon  his  head  *. 

Peter  was  then  informed",  that  in  his  old  age 
he  (hould  be-  called  to  glorify  God  by  fuffering  the 
very  fame  kind  of  death,  as  his  divine  Maftcr  had 
done,  and  he  was  immediately  charged  to  follow  Him. 
A  vain  and  foolifh  curioilty  tempted  the  Apoftle  to 
enquire,  what  fliould  become  of  John,  the  beloved 
difciple,  who,  it  fhould  feem,  proceeded  with  filent 

'^   I  Cot.  XVI.  22. 
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meelcners  to  attend  h!s  Lord.  But  cixi-iofrty  i»  reldom' 
gratified.  In  the  prefent  inftance,.  h  nvt  with  a  re- 
proof; for  Jefus  replied,  *'  What  is  that  to  thee? 
Follow  thou  me." 

PoffiWy,  we  may  wifli  to  propofe;  a  thoufand   quef* 
tions  more  abfurd  and  impertinent  than  Peter*s  was* 
But  let  us  learn  to  check  our  eagernefs  for  informa- 
tion in  matters,  which  do  not  concern  us.     Whjr 
are  we  fo  anxious  about  events,  with  which  neither 
our  happinefs  i)or  duty  is  at  all  connedled  ?  One  thing 
IS  of  unfpeakable  importance  and  ^bfolute  neceffity^ 
nor  fliould  any  other  fubje£l:  occupy  the  miad'to  the 
negle6l  of  this :  it  is,  that  we  obey  the  Saviour's  call,., 
and  go  forth  at  his  conimand.  "  Are  we  willing  ta 
comply  with  the  injundion,,  as   the  Apoftles  did^ 
though  contempt  and  poverty,  imprifonment  and  death 
(hould  await  us?  How  many  fhrink  at  the  appear- 
ance of  danger !  May  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrain  us ', 
and  then,  leaving  all  idle  fpeculations,- and  jiot  dread- 
ing thefcvereft  calamities,,  we  {hatl  follow  him  cheer- 
fully,  counting  nothing  of  any  real  value  biit  his  fa- 
vour* his  ferVice,  and  glory.     . 

III.  He  appeared  to  a  large  brtdy  of  his  difciples  upon 
a  mountain  in  Galilee**  It  fliould  feem,  that  many,' 
perhaps  the  n^oft  of  thofe,  who  profeffed  an  afFcjSHorr^ 
ate  regard  to  htm  in  that  country,  met  there  by  his . 
appointment.  Probably?  he  had  fixed  the  time  and 
place,  that  a  great  number  might  more  conveniently 
come  together.  It  is  fuppofed,  that  Saint  Paul  re- 
fers to  that  affembly,  when  hb  fays,  "  He  was  feen  of 
above  five  hundred  brethren  at  onoe  f  ;'^  and  we 
Jearn  that  the  chief  part  of  thefe  perfons  furvived  for 
ieveral  .years,  and  attefted  the  fa£b,  of  which  they  were 
eye-witneffes. 

Upon  a  particular  mountain,  to  which  they  had 
been  diredted,  Jefus  prefented  himfelf  in  the  midfl  of  . 

•  Matt,  xxviii.  i6, 17,        f-  1  Cof.  xy.  6. 
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them.  Some  had  been  difpofed  to  doubt  his  refur- 
re5tion  ;  but  they  were  then  convinced.  They  faw, 
believed,  and  worihipped  him.  May  we,  alfo,  con- 
fcfs  hrs  glory,  and  bow  before  him  with  humble  ado- 
ration!  It  is  as  incumbent  upon  us  to  do  it,  as  it  was 
upon  the  difciples  in  Galilee;  though  we  are  not  fa« 
voured  with  the  fame  difcoveries,  which  they  had. 
Our  faith  is  fupported  by  unqueftionable  evidence. 
May  the  Saviour  manifeft  himfelf  to  us  by  the  p:)wer 
of  his  Spirit:  and  then  weyftiall  join  our  teftimony 
with  that  of  the  ancient  Church,  and  fay,  "  The  Lord 
is  rifen  indeed!" 

Afterv/ards  he  appeared  to  James,  but  no  parti- 
culars of  that  vifit  are  recorded;  and  once  again  to- 
all  the  Apoftles,  as  we  fliall  foon  remark  *.  He  did 
not  (he\y  himfelf  alive  in  a  more  public  ^manner,  not 
to  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  nor  to  the  chief 
prieds  and  rulers  f*  Such  an.  exhibition  was  not 
j:jeceflary  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  refurrec^ion,.  which 
is  eftablilhed  by  the  teftimony  of  a  fuffieient  number 
of  indubitable  witnefles.  That  peculiar  favour  could 
not  be  due  to  thofe",  who  had  rejedted  him  with  fo- 
much  contempt  and  violence  Bei^d^s,  if  it  had  heea 
granted,  it  was  not  likely  to  produce  any  good:  efFeft^ 
Snce  they  refufed  to  be  convinced  by  all  that  he  had 
fafd  or  done,  and  afcribed  his  miracles,  iliuftrious  as 
they  were,  to  the  -power  of  magic  or  the  agency  t)f 
Satan.  God  is  ufuallyplieafed  to  withhold  an  increafe 
of  fpi ritual  means  and  privileges  from  them,  who 
abufe  or  defpife  what  they^ofl'efs,  and  to  beftow  great- 
er advantages  upon  fuch,  «s  highly  value,  and  dili* 
gently  improve,  what  they  have  already  received. 
Let  us  fear  for  oupfelvesy  left,  by  fliuttijig  our  eyes 
againft  the  light  of  his  truth,  we  provoke  him  to 
withdraw  it  from  us.      . 

IV*  He  appeared,  aIfo,to  the  Apoftles  on  their  re- 

.  •  I  Cor,  XV.  7.        t  Ads  X.  41. 
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turn  to  Jerufalem.  As  the  feaft  of  Pcntccoft,  one 
of  their  grand  fulcmnities,  was  approaching,  their  pre- 
ftnce  was  required  by  the  law.  They  arrived  in  that 
city  fomc  days  before  the  fcftival,  ana  were  there  fa- 
voured, as  in  Galilee,  with  the  gracious  vifits  of  their 
Mafter,  previous  to  his  afcenfion*.  Upon  thefe  oc- 
cafions  he  renewed  to  them  fome  of  his  former  in- 
ftrudions,  and  confirmed  their  Apoftolic  commii&on. 
He  direcied  their  attention  to  the  fcripturcs  of  the  old 
Teftitmentj  that  they  might  fee  the  glorious  plan  of 
falvation  to  have  been  the  fame  from  the  beginning, 
and  be  convinced  that  every  thing  had  happened  to 
him  in  perfect  agreement  with  the  ancient  prophecies. 
Thefc  they  had  overlooked,  or  grofsly  mifconceived. 
But  then  he  opened  their  underftandings,  and  gave 
them  clearer  and  more  confiftent  views  of  what  the 
facred  oracles  had  aflerted  concerning  his  death  and 
refurrciStion.  He  taught  them,  that,  in  eonfequence 
of  what  he  had  done,  hnners  fhould  be  called  upon  to 
repent,  and  affured  of  the  forgivenefs  of  their  (ins 
through  faith  in  his  name.  The  neceflity  of  conver- 
fion,  and  the  hope  of  pardon  through  his  blood,  were 
fome  of  the  grand  doftrines,  which  he  commanded 
them  to  preach  among  all  nations ;  and  thefe doftrincs 
are  evidently  founded  on  the  fuppofition,  that  all  men, 
'Without  exception,  are  involved  in  a  flate  of  depravity 
and  condemnation. 

We  remark,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  that  they  were 
directed  to  open  their  proclamation  of  mercy  at  Jeru- 
falem,- that  iniquitous  and  murderous  city,  where  the 
Lord  of  glory  had  been  crucified  and  flain.  This 
>Vas  a  wife  appointment ;  becaufe  their  bold  defence 
of  the  Gofpel,  in  the  place  where  it  might  and  muft 

•  Matt,  xxviii.  18—20.  Mar.  xvU  15—18.  Luke  xxiv.  44^-^9* 
It  ts  not  clttaf)  how  cfcen  thefe  vifits  were  repeated)  or  whether  the 
whole  of  the  addreiTes,  here  mentioned^  were  deliTered  to  the  difciples 
at  one  time. 
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ave  been  confuted,  if  it  had  been  a  mere  fable,  has 
:learly  confirmed  its  truth.  We  admire,  alfo,  the 
rrace  of  Jefus  here  exhibited,  in  fending  the  firft 
fneffage  of  peace  to  his  bloody  perfecutors,  who  but  a 
few  days  before  had  cried  out  with  malicious  rage, 
"  Away  with  him,  crucify  him.'*  Who  now  can  de- 
fpair  of  obtaining  forgive nefs,  when  offenders,  under 
a  load  of  fuch  aggravated  guilt,  are  invited  and  en- 
treated to  return  and  live  ?  Letthofe,  who  have  finned 
the  moft  heinoufly  and  with  the  greateft  obduracy, 
be  encouraged  toliften  to  tie  publication  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  which  has  opened  a  way  for  their  reconciliation 
and  acceptance  with  God.  Behold  !  *'  where  fin 
abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound*." 

Jefiis  charged  his  Apoftles  to  bear  a  faithful  tefti- 
inony  of  thefe  thingf,  wherever  they  (hould  go,  and 
afiured  them  that  they  (hould  be  qualified  for  their 
ofiice  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  they 
were  dired^ed  to  wait  for  in  Jerufalem  a  few  days 
longer.  He  reminded  them,  that  he  now  poflefl'ed 
abfolute  and  fupreme  authority,  and  that  both  heaven 
and  earth  were  fubjeded  to  his  dominion.  As  uni- 
verfal  Lord,  he  (eiit  them  forth  to  the  uttermoft  parts 
of  the  world,  to  preach  the  Gofpel  to  the  whole  hum  an 
fpecies.  He  inftru6ted  them  to  endeavour  to  make 
profelytes  to  his  religion  among  all  nations,  and  to 
baptize  all,  who  profefled  fubmiflion,  "  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft f."  He  declared,  that  every  one  conforming 
to  this  facranlental  rite,  and  maintaining  real  faith  in 

•  Rom.  V.  20. 
•f  This  form  of  words,  appointed  to  be  ufcd  in  Chriftian  baptifmy 
Is  generally  urged,  and  with  great  propriety,  as  a  decifive  proof  of  the 
do6trineof  the  Trinity,  and  will,  probably,  be  the  means  of  fupport- 
iDg  that  dodtrine  to  the  end  of  time.  For  here,  not  only  arc  the  rhree 
perfons  diftindly  mentioned,  but  divint  honour  and  worfhip  are 
afcribed  to  each ;  fince  all,  who  are  baptized,  are  dedicated  to  the 
fervice  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoil,  and  taught  t>  aepend  upon 
thcmj  and  give  glory  to  them,  fgt  the  bieffings  of  redempcion. 
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him,  Oiould  be  admitted  to  a  ftate  of  eternal  blifs  and 
glory;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  denounced  the  divine 
vengeance,  in  its  moft  terrible  efieds  of  everlafting 
mifery,  againft:  every  unbelieving  fmrier.  To  confirm 
the  mefl'age  of  his  Apoftks,  he  promiifed  to  endue  them 
with  various  miraculous  powers:  and,  after  enjoining 
them  to  inculcate  upon  their  converts  afincere  regard 
to  the  principles  and  duties  of  the  GofpeI>  he  ^dded  a 
gracious  aflurancc  of  his  own  continual  prefence  with 
them,  and  with  his  Church,  even  till  the  confumniatioa 
of  all  things. 

Thus  far  he  has  proved  himfelf  true  to  bis  word» 
The  Apoftles,  to  whom  he  delivered  this  important 
commiiiion,  were  fitted  for  their  office  by  the  abun- 
dant influence  of  his  Spirit.  By  ah  extraordinary 
meafure  of  wifdom,  zeal,  and  courage,  they  were  en-, 
abled  to  preach  and  propatgate  Chriftianity  froni  king- 
dom to  kingdom,  to  the  extremities  of  the  earth  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  many  figns  and  wonders,  which 
they  wrought,  have  given  a  weight  and  validity  to  their 
doiftrines. 

We  enjoy  the  benefit  of  their  inftruflions  and  la- 
bours :  and  we  blefs  God,  that,  though  the  fupema- 
tiiral  operations,  which  they  performed,  be  now  ceafed, 
the  fame  Gofpel  is  publilhcd  among  ourfelves.  It  is 
the  will  of  Jefuf,  that  the  light  of  his  truth  ihouldftiU 
fhine  upon  the  world;  and  the  minrfters,  who  go  forth 
under  his  diredion,  maintain  no  other  principles, thaa 
what  he  commanded  to  be  taught.  They  preach  re- 
pentance and  remiflion  of  fins  through  faith  in  his, 
Hood.  They  declare,  as  abfolutely  as  the  Apoftles 
could,  "  He,  who  believeth  and  is  baptiz^d>  (hall  be 
faved;"  aryJ  they  are  alfo  conftraincd  to  add,  on  the 
fame  authority,  that  moft  offenfive  denunciation,, 
*'  He,  Vi^ho  believeth  not,  fhall  be  damned*'* 

We  have  been  received  into  his  Church  bybaptifm> 
and  are  his  profefied  difciples.  We  fliould  be  remind- 
ed, then,  that  we  are  folemnly  devoted  to  God  in  his; 

Covenant^ 
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Covenant^  and  laid  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  to 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  whofe  name  is  named 
upon  us.  Are  we  walking  confiftently  with  thefe  en- 
gagements ?  Let  US  not  depend  upon  the  mere  initia- 
tory rite  of  the  lacramental  water^  as  if  this  would 
cnuire  (alvation,  bur  enquire,  if  we  are  joined  tQ 
Chrift  by  a  true  and  lively  faith,  the  want  of  which 
muft  expofe  us  to  everlaftiftg  deftruftioa.  Let  us 
fearch  and  judge  ourfelves  inipartially.  The  matter 
to  be  examined  is  of  unfpeakable  importailce :  it  is  no 
lefs  than  this,  whether  we  ihall  be  iaved  or  perilh  for 
ever. 

The  minifters  of  Cirift  are  called  to  an  arduous, 
employment,  even  as  the  Apoftles  were ;  and  a  fenfe 
of  their  own  infufficrency  might  totally  difcourage 
th«in,  if  their  exalted  Matter  did  not  pledge  himfelf 
fof  their  fupport*.  .  But,  confiding  in  his  promife,  "  I 
am  with  you  alway,''  they  may  cheerfully  expedl  all 
needful  afliftance,  and  rejoice  in  the  hope,  that  they 
Ihall  not  labour  in  vai;i.  The  violence  of  pcrfecu-? 
tion,  or  the  prevalence  of  corrupt  doilrine,  may 
fometimes  excite  their  fears,  as  if  the  very  cxiftcncp 
6f  the  Church  was  endangered.  But  let  them  remem* 
her,  that  Jefu§  is  engaged  to  fecurc  its  continuance 
"  even  unto  the  end  of  th^  world."  The  vcfle!  may 
be  toiTed  about  upon  a  tempeftuous  Tea,  but  He  fitteth 
at  the  helm  j  and  we  (hodd  be  fatisfied  to  leave  it  un- 
der his  care.  Whatev.er  oppofition  he  may  be  pleafed 
to  permit,  his  truth  ihall  remain  and  proiper  in. the 
earth  :  "  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  not  prevail  againlfe 
it*."  The  gracious  declaration  may  likewife  animate 
and  enliven  private  Chrillians.  He,  whom  they 
fcrve,  will  (land,  by  them  and  fave  them ;  for,  though 
his  bodily  prefence  be  removed,  he  hath  faid  to  every 
believer,  *'  I  will  neverleave  thee,  nor  forfake  theef.'* 
O  trull  in  him,  and  difmifs  your  fears!  He  will  guide' 

•  Matt.  syl.  iZ.       f  Heb.  »}l  5, 
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you  through  the  intricate  mazes  of  life,  proteft  yoii 
from  the  aifaults  of  your  ftrongeft  enemies,  and  com- 
fort your  drooping  fpirits  in  feafons  of  fcvereft  afflic« 
tion. 

How  many  important  confequences  follow  from  the 
rcfurrecStion  of  Jefus  !  Let  us  briefly  advert  to  feme 
of  thofe  advantages,  which  refult  to  his  faithful  peo- 
ple. 

1.  If  Jefus  be  rifcn  indeed,  then  the  facrifice,  which 
he  has  offered,  is  accepted ;  J uftice  is  fatisfied;  and 
nothing  further  is  required  ror  the  expiation  of  our 
guilt,  "  He  was  delivered  for  our  offences,"  and^ 
when  he  was  difcharged  from  his  confinement  in  the 
grave,  the  Lord  God  declared  in  efFe£l,  that  every 
demand  was  anfwered,  that  the  ranfom  was  fufficient, 
and  that  pardon  and  peace  were  fully  procured  by  the 
atonement.  Therefore  "  he  was  raifed  again  for  our 
juftification*."  In  dependence  on  the  blood  of  the 
crofs,  we  may  take  up  that  fong  of  holy  exultation, 
**  VVho  fnall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's 
ele£l  ?  It  is  God  that  iuftifieth  :  Who  is  he  that  con- 
demneth  ?  It  is  Chrilt  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is 
rifen  again  f." 

2.  By  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  we  perceive,  that 
he  is  able  to  fupply  the  neceflities  of  his  people.  Let 
us  hear  his  own  exalted  declaration,  "I  am  He  that 
liveth,  and  was  dead ;  and  behold,  I  am  alive  forever-' 
more  J  :"  and  let  us  remember,  that  the  life,  which  he 
now  polFeffes,  he  employs  for  the  benefit  of  his 
fchurch.  What  ftrong  confolation  .<loes  this  admi- 
nift.er  !  In  that  ftate  of  glorious  exiftence,  to  which  he 
is  reftored,  what  cannot  he  effe6J:  or  beftow  ?  This 
fubjedl  will  be  refumed  ;  but,  for  the  prefent,  let  us 
rejoice,  that,  "  being  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death 
of  his  Son,  we  {hall  be  faved  by  his  life  §."  He 
has  power  "  to  ftrengthen  fuch  as  do  ftand,  and  to 

*  Rom.  ifTt  25.    f  Tiiit  33,  34.    X  ^^^*  '*  '^*    §  ^om.  t.  10. 
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omfort  and  help  the  weak-hearted,  and  to  raife  up- 
lem  that  fall,  and  finally  to  beat  down  Satan  under 
ur  feet*."  Let  us  humbly  folicit,  and  thankfully 
eceive,  that  grace,  which  he  waits  to  conaniunicate^ 
o  them  that  afk  him. 

3.  Since  Jefus  is  revived,  he  has  overcome  death 
md  the  grave,  and  will  make  us  partakers  of  his 
'idory.  He  rofe  like  a  mighty  conqueror,  and  proved 
limfelf  fuperior  to  thofe  formidable  opponents.  But 
ic  rofe,  alfo,  in  the  name  and  as  the  reprcfentative  of 
lis  people.  The  pains  of  diflblution  await  them, 
ind  their  bodies  mud  be  configned  to  the  duft ;  but 
le  will  bring  them  up  with  triumph  and  great  glory, 
ind  they  (hall  reign  with  him  for  ever  and  ever.  How 
hould  this  profpe<%  animate  and  enliven  your  fouls, 
f  you  have  •'  known  the  power  of  his  refurreftion^** 
ind  believed  in  his  name ! 

How  different  will  be  your  portion,  who  remain  in 
ignorance  and  contempt  of  him  I  You,  alfo,  fhall  be 
raifed ;  but  you  will  •'  awake  to  (hame  and  everlafting 
contempt  t-"  You  (hall  come  forthj  however  re-. 
luSantly,  and  feel  the  vengeance  of  that  Almighty 
Saviour,  whofe  counfcls  of  mercy  you  rejefted :  for 
then  nothing  fliall  "  hide  you  from  the  face  of  him 
that  fitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the 
Lamb  J:."  May  you  now  hear  his  voice,  calling  you 
to  repentance ;  and,  by  the  grace  of  his  Spirit,  may 
youj  who  are  "  dead  in  fins,"  be  "  quickened  toge- 
gether  with  Chrift  !'*  So  (hall  you  be  "  raifed  up  to- 
gether, and  made  to  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in 
Chrift  Jcfus§."     Amen. 

♦  IfitaAjr.     -f  Dant  xii.  2.     %  ^"^*  ^'»  *^'     §  Eph.ii,  5,  6* 
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y/us  afcended  into  heaven^  andfitteth  at  the  right  hanl- 
of  God^  as  our  High-pri(fiy  JBenefa£iory  and  King. 

After  confidering  the  whole  of  our  Lord's  con* 
tlnuance  upon  earth>  his  holy  condud^,  his  miracles^ 
and  doctrines,  his  fufFerings,  death,  buria],  and  refur*  1 
redion,  we  might  be  oxpefted  to  clofe  the  account  of  I 
this  aftonifhing  charaftcr.     But  it  may  tend  to  in-  ' 
creafe  the  hope  and  joy  of  our  fouls,  to  enquire,  io 
what  flate  he  now  dwells,  and  in  what  momentous 
concerns  his  re-afl«imed  life  is  occupied.    This  opens   , 
a  frcfli  and  extenfive  fubjeta,  which  may  enlarge  our  j 
conceptions  of  his  glory  and  grace.     He  is  removed 
to  the  bright  world  above,  but  he  has  not  relinquHhed  ^ 
the  objeft,  for  which  he  became  incarnate.    Then? 
are  thofe  even  here  below,  who  yet  maintain  fpirituai 
communion   with  him,  and   who  receive   conftant 
proofs  of  his  afFecSionate  regard  and  watchful  care. 
May  every  reader  be  fo  acquainted  with  the  Saviour, 
as  to  be  a  witnefs  of  his  power,  faithfuljiefs,  and  love, 
and  recommend  him  to  the  notice  and  adnairatioo  of 
others  !  We  obferve, 

I.  He  afcended  into  heaven.  Various  types  anrf 
prophecies  referred  to  this  event*  The  entrance  of 
the  Jewifh  high  prieft  into  the  holy  of  holies  on  the 
folemn  day  of  atonement,  was  a  ftriking  reprefcnta- 
tion  of  the  Mefliah's  going  up  to  appear  in  the  imme- 
diate prefence  of  God  ♦.  The  exaltation  of  the  ark 
upon  the  hill  of  Zion,  prefigured  the  fame  thing. 

^  Heb«ix.  7}  iij  xz«i 

Davidy  1 


DavicT,  therefore^  in  many  of  fiis  pfalms^  is  Ted  froiifc 
this  very  circamftance  to  fpeak  in  fuch  elevated  lan-^- 
guage,  as  can  only  be  applied  to  the  important  fubjeft 
before  us*. 

Jefus  hin^felf^alfo,  both  before  and  after  his  refur- 
reftion,  defcribed  his  own  aflumption.  **  In  my  Fa** 
ther*s  houfe,"  faid  he,  ''  are  many  manfions  :  I  go- 
to prepare  a  place  for  you  :'*  ^^l  leave  the  world,  and. 
go  to  the  Fathen'*  "-I  afcend  unto  my  Father  and 
your  Father,  and  to  my  God  and  your  God  f."  The 
event,,  which  anfwered  to  thefc  declarations,  is  re- 
corded with  great  exa£bnefs« 

The  Apoftles  returned  to  Jerufalem  a  little  before^ 
die  feaft  of  Pentecoft,  and,  being  there  afifembled  to- 
gether, were  favoured  with  the  prefence  of  their  di-. 
vine  Matter  J.  He  conduced  them  out  of  the  city 
to  the  meant  of  Olives,  even  to  the  confines  of  Be-^ 
thany,.  the  place  which  he  had.  fo  frequently  vifited;. 
In  this  interview,  doubtlefs,  they  received  many  im* 
portant  inftru£^ions. 

He  charged  them  not  to  depart  from  Jerufalem,  till 
Aey  had  obtained  the  promifed  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  They  enquired,,  whether  he  intendisd  at  that 
time  to  reftore  the  kingdom  to  Ifrael ;  for  they  con- 
cluded, that  he  was  about  to  accompli fh  fome  grealt 
'objeft,  and  ftill  entertained  the  expe£fcition  of  tem- 
|K>raI  grandeur  and  dominion,,  as  annexed  to  the  reiga 
of  the  Mefliah^  But,  to  reftrain  their  curiofity  about 
the  flrate  in  which. his  Church  fliould  be  fixed,  he  ob* 
ferved,  that  they  were  not  permitted  to  know  the  fe- 
cret  purpofes  of  God.  He  exhorted  them  to  attend 
to  their  proper  duty,  and  alTured  them,  that,  as  they 
Were  appointed  to  preach  the  Gofpel  to  thq  ends  of 
the  earth,  they  fhould  foon  be  qualified  for  the  ardu^ 
ous  work  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Spirit, 

•  Pfal.  xxiv.  xlvii,.  Ixvjiu  -f  John  xiv.  2.  xvl.  28.  xx,  17^ 
f  Mar.  %iu  «9i  fcc.    liiike  xxjv,  ^o^  ^c  ACts  \.  ^-^i^k 
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He  then  lifted  up  his  hands,  with  great  folemnity, 
as  did  the  Jewifh  high  prieft  over  the  people*,,  and 
blefled  them,  commending  them  to  the  divine  pro* 
tetftion.  In  that  pofture.  To  expreffive  of  his  dignity^ 
and  with  words  of  kindnefs  in  his  mouth,  he  was  fe» 
parated  from  them,  and  afcended  up  to  heaven  in  a 
flow,  majeftic  manner.  They  beheld  him  rifing,  in  a 
fplendid  form,  till  at  length  their  eyes  could  follow 
him  no  longer  :  a  bright  cloud  received  him  ;  and  he 
entered,  with  a  numerous  retinue  of  Angels,  and 
amidft  their  joyful  acclamations,  into  his  Fatlier'fr 
courts  above. 

His  difciples,  filled  with  devout  admiration,  re- 
mained, probably  fixed  in  prayer  andpraife,  worfhip^ 
ping  their  exalted  Lord  and  Matter,  till  two  of  hit 
bright  attendants  came  to  inform  them,  that  JeAis^ 
who  was  then  taken  up  to  glory,  would  return  to  the 
earth  again,  at  the  end  of  time,  with  the  fame  marks 
of  dignity  and  triumph.  Nothing  more  could  b^ 
wanted  to  conurm  their  faith,  or  gladden  their  hearts» 
According  to  their  Lord's  command,  they  took  up 
their  abode  at  Jerufalem,  where  they  continued  to  be 
engaged  in  all  religious  exercifes,  till  the  Holy  Ghoft 
delcended,  and  by  his  miraculous  powers  enabled  them 
to  go  forth,  to  preach  and  propagate  the  Gofpd 
throughout  the  world. 

Such  is  the  authentic  relation,  which  is  given  us, 
and  with  this  account  the  hiftory  of  the  four^vangc- 
lifts  i«  clofed.  The  beloved  difciple  aflures  us,  that, 
out  of  the  numerous  tranfaSions  of  the  Saviour,  a 
few  only  are  felefted,  and  that  the  fole  defign  of  this 
facred  narrative  is,  to  induce  men  to  believe  on  Jefus 
for  their  eternal  falvation  f.  Ah  !  how  great  is  their 
perverfenefs  and  ftupidity,  who,  while  they  can  eagerly 
attend  to  every  trifling  occurrence,  difregard  thefe 
matters,  fo  aftonilhing  and  fo  infinitely  momentous 

♦  Lev.  ix.ai.        f  John  xx.  30,  31.  xxi.  24,  25. 
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«s  they  are !  This  is  worfe  than  abfurdity,  it  is  the 
bafefl:  wickednefs,  the  higheft  contempt  of  God.  All 
ithofc,  therefore, .who  defpife  and  reject  his  mercy,  ten- 
dered to  them  in  the  Gofpel  of  his  Son,  will  be  left 
without  excufe.  Every  article  of  this  well-attefted 
record  will  rife  up  in  judgment  to  condemn  them. 

But  what  do  we  conclude  from  the  event  laft  men- 
tioned ?  We  obferve^ 

I.  By  our  Lord's  afcenfion  his  dignity  was  dif- 
played,  not  fo  much  upon  earth,  as  in  the  world 
^bove.  His  triumph  before  men  is  referved  for  a  fu- 
ture day :  but,  when  he  went  up  to  heaven,  the  ce- 
leftial  fpirits,  who  furround  the  throne  of  God,  be- 
iield  his  glory,  waited  on  him  as  his  fervants,  and 
firng  his  praifes.  "  The  chariots  of  God,"  on  which 
he  then  rode  with  vidlorious  majefty,  *'  are  twenty 
thoufand,  even  thoufands  of  angels  *."  According  to 
David's  fublime  defcription,  his  attendants  fly  before 
bimj  and  demand  an  admiffion  for  the  illuftrious 
conqueror  in  fuch  words  as  thefe,  '*  Lift  up  your 
lieads,  O  ye  gates;  and  be  ve  lift  up,  ye  everlaft- 
ing  doors ;  and  the  King  of  glory  fhall  come  in/' 
The  enquiry  is  made,  **  Who  is  this  King  of  glory  ?" 
and  the  anfwer  is  returned,  "  The  Lord,  ftrong  and 
jnighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle ; — the  Lord  c^ 
hoKS,  he  is  the  King  of  glory  t»"  The  gates  being 
thrown  open  to  receive  him,  acclamations  of  joy  and 
ihouts  of  loudeft  applaufe  are  heard  through  the  ce- 
leftial  manfions.  The  Father  himfelf  welcomes  his 
approach,  and  fays,  "  Thou  art  my  Son ;  fit  on  my 
Tight  hand,  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footftool : 
Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever  J." 

The  holy  Angels  had  beheld  with  amazement  their 
incarnate  God,  fufFering,  bleeding,  dying :  but  then 
•diey  celebrated  his  triumph,  when  they  uw,  that  by 
the  iacrifice  of  himfelf  he  had  defeated,  the  daring  pur- 

•  PfaL  Ix?iii.  17.        f  «*i^"  7— '<>•        t  K«*>«  '•  5>  ^»  '3* 
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pofes  of  the  infernal  fpirits,  "  hi^ving  fpoiled  priticlr 
palities  and  powers,  and  made  a  (hew  of  them  open» 
Jy*.'*  **  The  mimber  of  them  was  ten  thoi»inl 
•times  ten  thoufand,  and  thonfands  of  thoi^ands,  fay- 
ing with  a  loud  voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb^  that  was 
Hain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom^  and 
flrehgth,  and  honour,  and  glory^  and  Ueffingf.'^ 
Surely  it  beconreth  us  upon  earth  to  echo  back  this 
long  with  warmeft  afFedions,  rejoicing  in  that  com- 
plete vi£tory  which  our  Jefus  ha$  obtained  over  fini 
Satan,  death,  and  the  grave,  and  in  Aat  cxaltatioa 
ivhich  he  now  poffefles. 

The  afcenfion,  of  which  we  fpeaV,  is  not  that  of 
the  Godhead  merely,  which,  if  intelligible,  would  be 
nothing  wonderful ;  it  is  that  of  the  man  Chrift  Jefus«. 
The  human  nature,  which  wa$  aiHimed  in  the  virgin's 
womb,  and  fufFered  on  the  cro(s,  was  raifed  to  hea- 
ven, and  admitted  to  a  participation  of  the  throne 
of  God.  In  order  to  recompenfe  the  voluntary  hu- 
miliation of  Jefus,  and  diffday  his  ability  to  lave, 
*^  God  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name 
which  is  above,  every  name ;  that  at  the  name  of  Jefus 
every  knee  fhould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and 
things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  s  and  that 
every  tongue  fhould  confefs,  that  Jefus  Chrift  isLord> 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father  J."  Let  us,  there- 
fore,  regard  him  in  this  ftate  of  elevated  dignity  ^th 
profound  adoration.  Let  us  look  up  to  him' for  giacs^ 
mercy,  and  peace  5  the  bleflings^  which  we  continually 
need,  and  which  he  is  able  to  beftow.  Let  us  pro- 
ftrate  oiirfelves,  as  guilty  crioiinals,  with  unfeigned 
fubje£lion  at  his  feet,  atid  we  fhall  fhortly  be  advanced 
to  his  prefence,  and  (hare  his  blifs  and  glory.  For  we 
cbferve, 

2.  By  our  Lord's  afcenfion,  an  entrance  into  hea- 
ven is  fecured  for  all  his  faithful  followers.    He  went 

f  Col.  ii.  I5«        f  Rer.  v.  ix,  X2.        %  Phil.  U*  9^1  x. 
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ip,  not  in  his  own  name  only,  but  in  that  of  his  peo- 
lie,  as  their  head  and  reprefcntative.  According  to  the 
Covenant,  he  demanded  the  kingdom  for  thofe,  Whom 
le  had  purchafed  by  his  blood,  and  then  took  pofTeflion 
3n  their  behalf.  How  animating  is  ihe  conlideration 
to  all  thofe,  who,  oppreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  their  guilt 
and  rhifery,  "  have  fled  for  refuge'*  to  this  gracious 
Saviour !  It  may  feem,  as  if  the  holy  manfions  were 
barred  againit  them  for  their  unworthinefs,  andall  ex- 
pedation  of  admiffion  were  prefumptuous.  But  Jefus 
hath  opened,  *'  and  no  man  fhuttcth*.'*  "  I  go,** 
(aid  he,  *'  to  prepare  a  place  for  you :— and  I  will 
come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  myfelf  9  that,  where 
I  am,  there.ye  may  be  alfo  f.'*  He  aflured  his  difci- 
pies,  that  his  immortality  would  be  their  fecurity ; 
and  therefore  his  reception  into  glory  is  a  pledge,  that 
they  &all  not  be  caft  out :  **  Becaufe  I  live,  ye  fhall 
live  aMb  J.'*  He  alfo  declared,  long  after  his  afcenfion, 
for  the  encouragement  of  all  who  fight  under  the 
banner  of  his  crofs,  "  To  him  that  overcometh  will 
i  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my  throne  §.*' 

What,  then,  fliould  damp  your  joy,  or  fhake  your 
confidence;  if  you  have  believed  in  his  name?  Look 
up  to  the  higheft  heavens,  and  there  fee  your  elder 
Brother,  who  holds  the  kingdom  for  you,  till  you  ar-r^ 
five  at  the  proper  age  to  take  poffeffion  in  your  own 
perfons^  You  are  the  members  of  his  body;  and  you 
(hall  fliortly  be  with  your  exalted  head.  Jefusj  **  the 
fore-runner,  is  for  you  entered  into  that  within  the 
veil  J.'*  Can  you  want  any  further  aflTurancc,  that 
you  and  all  his  redeemed  company  fhall  follow  him^ 
and  attain  the  glorious  abode,  to  which  he  is  gone  be« 
fore  ? 

IL  He  now  fitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  This 
is  an  important  article  of  our  creed,  from  which  we 

•  Rev.  ill.  7«        f  John  xiv.  a,  3.        J  19.        §  ReT.ili.  2z# 
I  Heb.  vi«  191  20« 
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may  derive  ftrong  confolation.  David  predicted,  that 
his  Lord  Me/Hah  (hould  be  Axed  in  that  ftate  of  high 
advancement,  till  all  oppofition  beefFecSually  fubdued*; 
and,  in  various  places  of  the  New  Teftament,  this 
prophecy  is  declared  to  be  fulfilled  in  Jefus  t«  He 
himfelf  foretold  it,  even  in  his  deepeft  abaicment, 
when  he  ftood  before  the  Jewiih  council,  arraigned 
as  a  criminal :  "  Hereafter,"  faid  he,  "  fhall  the  Son 
of  man  fit  on  the  right  hand  of  the  power  of  God  J." 
This  was  not  a  vain  boaft :  the  ^61  is  fujlficiemly 
atteftcd  by  thofe,  to  whom  it  was  revealed  by  the 
Spirit,  that  ^^  he  is  gone  into  heaven,  and  is  on  the 
right  hand  of  God,  Angels,  and  authorities,  and  pow- 
ers, being  made  fubjeft  unto  hina§/* 

We  attempt  not  to  defcribe  the  glory  of  the  celefiial 
world,  which  is  fo  far  beyond  our  comprehenfion,  that 
we  (hould  foon  be  loft  in  the  fublimity  of  the  fubjed. 
Yet  it  is  not  difficult  to  underftand  fomething  oiFwhat 
is  meant  to  be  conveyed,  in  the  account  of  our  Lord's 
prefent  fituation.  "  The  right  hand  of  God**:  .^ocs 
not  imply,  that  He  has  any  corporeal  fubftance  or 
parts  of  a  body.  But,  as  with  us  the  right  hand  is  the 
chief  inftrument  of  aftion,  generally  put  forth  when 
our  ftrength  is  exerted,  and  therefore  ufed  to  denote 
power,  fo  this  phrafe  exprefTes  the  abfolute  and  uncon- 
trollable dominion  of  Jehovah.  The  right  hand  alfo, 
with  men,  is  the  place  of  honour  and  diftindion : 
there  cannot  be  a  feat  of  higher  exaltation  than  the 
jiearefl  to  the  king,  the  right  hand  of  majefty.  So  iiir, 
then,  is  clear,  that  the  ftate,  which  our  Lord  polBefles 
in  heaven,  is  that  of  fupreme  authority  and  moft  ele- 
vated dignity.  In  that  ftate  "  he  fits,"  which  may 
fignify  no  more  than  his  continuance  in  it.  -  But  as 
this  is  th^  pofture  only  of  Him,  who  is  "  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,'*  the  words  may  be  in- 
tended to  fuggeft  the  idea  of  his  fovereign  greatncfs. 

*  Pfal.  ex.  I.         f  Matt.  xxii.  44.    Afts  ii.  34.     i  Cor.  xv.  15. 
Heb.  J.  13.        1  Luke  xxii*  6o.        §  i  Pet.  iii.  22. 
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If  it  be  {aid,  that  Stephen,  when  hs  beheld  "  the 
leavens  opcnol,"  faW  Jefus  *^  standing  on  the 
right  hand  of  God*,"  it  is  replied,  that  the  Saviour 
might  probably,  on  that  folemn  occafion,  ^'  appear 
(landing  to  Stephen,  as  ready  to  aflift  him,  as  ready 
to  plead  for  him,  as  ready  to  receive  him  f.*' 

We  enquire  further,  What  is  the  grand  diftinftion, 
what  the  peculiar  employment,  of  Jefus  in  his  ex- 
altation? This  is  an  intcrefting  fubjecft;  but  it  in- 
volves fo  many  things,  which  are  too  high  for  us, 
that  *'  we  cannot  order  our  fpeech  by  reafon  of  dark- 
nefs^"  Yet  we  may  advance  a  little.  It  is  clearly 
declared,  that  be  is  the  obje^  of  worihip  to  all  the 
celeftial  hoft :  they  fall  upon  their  faces  before  his 
throne,  with  profound  adoration.  We  need  not  fear, 
then,  to  imitate  their  example,  or  to  afcribe  to  him 
«'  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory/*  O  that 
alt  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  may  be  filled  with  ad- 
miration of  his  divine  perfections,  and  join  with  the 
angelic  choir  in  finging,  *'  H-illelujah,  for  tlie  Lord 
God  Omni(>otent  reignethj !" 

The  attention  of  Jefus  is  not  confined  to  heaven : 
ftili  "  his  delights  are  with  the  fons  of  men§."  His 
heart  is  fixed  on  accomplifhing  the  work  of  love, 
for  which  he  afTumed  our  nature.  His  Church  is 
the  objed  of  his  care  :  for  its  enlargement,  protec- 
tion, and  profperity,  he  is  anxious  ;  and  he  will  con- 
tinue to  manage  its  concerns  till  the  confummation 
of  all  things,  when  the  grand  fcheme  will  be  com- 
pleted. If  we  belong  to  this  favoured  fociety,  we 
fliall  have  bufmefs  of  importance  tot trimfadl  with  him 
every  day.  The  great  art  of  the  Chriftian  life  is  to 
maintain  fuitable  anedions  towards  this  exalted  Per- 
fonage,  who  ^  fitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God." 
For  this  purpofe,  we  fhould  remember, 

♦  Adt  f  u,  56.        t  Bp.  Pearfon  on  the  Crce4.         J  Rtv.  xix.  6. 
§  Prov.  viiit  31. 
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I.  He  is  our  High  PriefL  As/uch,  he  tinaertook 
-to  expiate  our  guilt  by  an  atoning  facrifice,  and  pro- 
cure us  free  accefs  unto  the  Father  hv  Ae  prev». 
lency  of  his  intcrccffion-  Tjie  JewiQi  High  rricfts 
were  types  of  Jefus.  As  they  went  within  the  vcU 
<of  the  temple,  before  the  mercy- feat,  on  behalf 'of  the 
people,  0^  were  required  to  preient  there  the  blood 
of  various  offerings-;  fo  Jefus  hath  "*'  entered  into  the 
holy  place  by  his  own  blood*.'*  He  has  no  need  t« 
repeat  the  oblatioii,  which  he  made ;  but  he  pleads 
its  efficacy,  and  prays,  that  as  many  as  believe,  in  the 
vtmoft  parts  of  the  earth,  and  to  the  «nd  of  timc^ 
may  receive  the  benefit.  This  fu^ed  is  difcufied  at 
large  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews ;  -which  contains 
Arong  proofs  and  clear  illuftrations  of  the  ofl&ce^  here 
^fcribed  to  the  Saviour. 

In  what  manner  his  mediation  in  heaven  is  coo* 
jluSed,  we  do  not  pretend  to  explain.  He  aflcs,  he 
daims,  the  bleffings,  for  which  he  died,  and  therefore 
epchibits  his  crucified  body,  which  was  ^^  a  iacrifice 
to  God  for  a  fweet-lmelling  /avour+."  A  con- 
£deration  this,  which  mufl  prevail :  and  let  us  re- 
joice, that  it  is  urged  in  behalf  of  all  thofe^  who  by 
faith  call  upon  h»s  name. 

The  description  is  a  little  varied,  when  Jefus  is 
fpokcn  of  as  our  Advocate;  for  this  j^eprefentation 
refers  to  judicial  proceedings*  We  are  fummon- 
«d  to  .appear  in  court,  and  arraigned  before  the  fu- 
preme  tribunal.  We  are  put  upon  our  trial,  and 
found  guilty.  What,  then,  fbdl  prevent  our  (X)n- 
•demnation,  and  the  execution  of  the  fentence  ?  Jefus 
vndfirtakes  our  caufe,  and  offers  a  plea  in<€iir  iavouc, 
alleging  what  he  himfelf  endured  on  the  crofs.  Thus 
die  arm  of  juftice,  ready  to  fall  upon  us,  is  arreftedi 
and  pardon,  peace,  and  falvation,  are  procured. 

We  (hall  never  perceive  any  value  or  fuitablenefc 
in  the  chara£ler  of  the  Saviour,  as  here  giveny  till 

*  Heb.  ix.  J  2.  ^  £pb.  v.  2« 
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•we  be  deeply  impreffed  with  a  fenfc  of-  our  guilt  and 
unfitnefs  to  ftand  before  the  holy  Lord  God.  But 
then  we  (hall  rejoice  in  having  fuch  an  One  to  me- 
<<iiate  for  us,  through  whoifi  we  may  be  confident  of 
obtaining  acceptance.  This  will  encourage  us  to 
fay,  **  Having  therefore,  brethren,  boldnefs  to  enter 
jnto  the  hoHeft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,— and  having 
an  High  Prieft  over  the  houfe  of  God ;  let  us  draw 
near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  affurance  of  faith*.*! 
Wc  may  defy  every  enemy,  and  challenge  c^ry  ac- 
cufer,  depenaing  on  the  gracious  interpodtton  of  oui* 
Redeemer.  **  Who  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  -the  charge 
of  God's  elea  ?  It  is  God  that  juiUheth-  Who  is 
lie  duct  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea 
lather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right 
band  of  God,  who  aHo  maketh  interceffion  for  us  f.'* 
a.  He  is  our  great  Benefador,  the  fource  of  all 
^iritual  UeiEngs,  ^^  the  author  and  fini(her  of  our 
feith.**  He  fits  upon  a  thfone  of  grace,  and  exercifes 
the  moft  enlarged  munificence.  When  he  **  afcended 
on  high,**  he  **  received  gifts  for  men  J,'*  the  abun- 
dant influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  would  not 
^therwife  have  been  communicated  to  us.  Theffe 
were  bedowed  on  the  Apoftles  in  an  extraordinary 
meafurc:  but,  in  every  age  of  the  Church,  all  the  light, 
fbength,  and  comfort^  which  any  of  his  people  poflefs, 
is  derived  from  him.  For  "  unto  every  one  of  us 
is  given  erace,  according  to  the  meafure  of  the  gift 
of  Chrift  \y  He  is  the  vine,  we  arc  the  branches  ||; 
and  therefore  he  alone  can  minifter  nouri{hment,i 
for  the  purpofes  of  our  fpiritual  fuppbrt,  growth,  and 
fruitfiilnefs.  He  is  the  head,  we  are  the  members  4-  $ 
and  therefore  to  him  we  muft  look  for  guidantJe, 
vigour,  and  proteftion.  His  faithful  followers  will 
all  join  their  grateful  atteftations,  and  fay,  <*  Of  his 

♦  Heb.  X.  i9-^t.         f  Rom.  viii.  33,  34.         {  Pfal.  Ixviii.  X?. 
§  £ph.  IT.  7.    II  Joba  XT.  5.    4.  Col.  ii«  i^ 
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fulnefs  have  all  wc  received  ♦•"  O  let  us  love,  and! 
praife,  and  ferve  him,  with  our  warmeft  af{^£tions! 
^^  Blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  <laily  loadeih  us  with 
benefits,  even  the  God  of  our  falvation  f-"  Th(rf: 
on\y  can  treat  his  character  with  contempt  or  in- 
difference, who  ^ppofe  that  they  are  ^  rich,  and  in- 
creafed  with  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing  ;  and 
know  not,  that  they  are  wretched,  and  miferable,  and 
poor,  and  blind,  and  naked  ]:^" 

3.  He  is  our  King.  To  eftablifli  a  government 
in  the  world,  was  the  great  object  of  bis  incarnation. 
But  he  appeared  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  weaknefs,  and 
was  treated  with  fcornful  infolence.  .  How  diffident 
his  fituation  now  !  "  All  power  is  given  unto  him 
in  heaven  and  in  earth  §."  He  reigns  enthroned  ia 
glorious  majefty,  ^^  far  abov«  all  principality,  and 
power,  and  might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name 
that  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in  that 
which  is  to  come  J."  The  adminiftration  of  the 
affairs  of  univerfal  nature  is  committed  to  Jefus.  The 
difpenfations  of  providence  are  aU  ordered  according 
to  his  fovereign  pleafiire.  Our  principal  coniideratioA 
is,  that  he  continues  to  carry  on  the  plan  for  effa- 
bU(hing  a  kingdom  of  grace  among  men. 

The  human  race  are  univerfally  engaged  in  a 
fyftem  of  rebellion  againft  Heaven.  Jelus  fends  to 
entreat  their  fubmiflion,  and  perfuade  them  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  Kis  minifters  are  continually 
calling  to  fmners,  in  his  name,  "  Be  ye  reconcile 
to  God  4-;  and  thofe,  to  whom  the  Gofpel  proves 
effc£):ual,  are  ^^  made  willin?  in  the  day  of  hb 
power  *♦•"  Then  they  are  alnamed  of  their  paft  6p- 
poiition,  and  yield  themfelves  with  unfeigned  fubjec- 
tion  to  his  difpofd.  They  acknowledge  the  juttice 
of  his  claims  to  their  obedience,  approve  of  his  iaws 

♦  John  I.  t6.    f  Pfal.  Ixviiu  19.    J  Rev.  lii.  17.    §  Matt,  xxviii.  iS. 
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fts  **  holy,  juft,  and  good/'  and  promife  to  regulate 
their  condu£l  by  a  regard  to  his  will.  Thefe  are  his 
•'  peculiar  people,"  refcued  from  the  tyranny  of 
Sitan,  and  tranflated  into  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  ♦. 

Happy,  happy  thofe,  who  thus  refign  themfelves  to 
the  governnnent  of  "  the  Prince  of  peace  I"  Like 
a  gracious  fovereign^  he  difpenfes  to  them  a  free 
pardon,  without  any  exception  of  perfons,  he  receives 
them  under  his  care,  provrJes  for  all  their  neceilities, 
and  defends  them  from  all  hoftile  aflaults.  In  con- 
lequence  of  their  attachment  to  him,  they  will  be 
attacked  by  various  enemies  \  and  their  conflict  may 
beibarp.  But,  as  they  fight  under  his  banner,  he 
will  fecure  to  them  the  final  conqueft,  and  not  fuffer 
himibif  to  be  deprived  of  the  meaneft  of  his  faithful 
fiibjeds.  You,  therefore,  who  have  vowed  allegiance, 
be  of  good  courage,  truft  and  rejoice  in  his  power^ 
truth,  and  love. 

.  ^  He  muQ:  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under 
his  feet  f  .'*  The  expreffion  is  taken  fi-om  the  cufc 
torn  of  ancient  warriors,  who  exulted  over  their  van-* 
quiflied  adverfaries,  by  requiring  them  to  be  led  in 
chains,  and  then  treading  upon  their  necks  J.  Thus 
will  Jefus  triumph  in  the  end,  and  prove  the  com* 
pletenefs  of  his  victory.  All  oppofition  to  his  grand 
defign  (hall be  entirely  fubdued.  The  conteft,  which 
bis  people  maintain  again fl  Satan,  (hall  foon  be  con- 
cluded to  their  honour  and  unfpeakable  felicity  §• 
Their  inward  depravity,  that  "  body  of  death,"  un- 
der which  they  groan,  /hall  be  purged  away,  and  its 
painfiil  affaults  experienced  no  more  for  ever  J. 
Death,  alfo,  the  laft  of  their  enemies,  fhall  be  finally 
deftroyed  4.,  While  their  bodies  are  confined  in  the 
grave,  they  appear  to  be  under  its  dominion  j  but 
Jefus  has  pledged  himfclf  for  their  rcfcue.     He  will 

•  Coh  i.  13.     ft  Cor.  XV.  If,      J  Jofli.  x.  24.      §•  Rom.  xyj.  ie» 
I  vii.  24,  25.      4.  1  Cor.  xv«  26. 
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raife  them  from  the  duft,  and  clothe  them  wiA  im«^ 
mortality.  ^^  Then  ihall  be  brought  to  pais  the^ 
laying  that  is  writteoy  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in  vic-^ 
tory  ♦." 

As  many  as  refufe  fubmiiSon  to  his  government^ 
fliall  difplay  his  power  and  iuftiee  in  everlafting  pu- 
nifhment.  ^'  As  the  vefTeJs  of  a  potter  fliall  diey 
he  broken  to  Olivers  f"  Thus  even  the  wretched 
inhabitants  of  hell  will  remain  an  eternal  monument 
of  the  abfolMte  and  uncontrollable  dominion  of  Jefus* 
The  very  Devils  (hall  feel  the  weight  of  his  arm^ 
and  receive  an  increafe  of  torment  for  their  oppofition 
to  his  kingdom.  It  is  his  determination  U  to  fab- 
due  all  things  unto  himfelf :"  and  therefore  it  will 
be  our  wifdom,  as  it  is  our  bounden  duty^.  to  bow 
to  his  fceptre,  and  live  in  cheerful  obedience  to  fats 
precepts.  O  ^^  kifs  the  Son,  left  he.  be  angry,  and^yc 
perifh  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but 
a  little  !  BleiTed  are  all  they»  that  put  their  truft 
in  him  J.'' 

.^  1.  Cor.  XY.  54.      f  RcT.  i'u  zj.     X  P^<^  ^  "^ 
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y^ps  wUl  nturn  in  bis  gl9r^judge  the  tv^rld  wM 
rigbU9ufntfs — and  then  refign  his  mediatorial  king^ 
dom. 

Jtesus,  who  afccnded  into  Heaven,  and  now  fittcth 
4it  the  right  hand  of  God,  is  occupied  in  carrying  on,, 
from  age  to  age,  a  pUoi  of  extenfive  mercy  ;  a  plan, 
#f  which  we  can  form- no  adequate  conceptions,  but 
i^cK,  even  from  our  prefent  imperfedl  views,, 
.^ould  excite  us  continually  to  the  exercife  of  holy 
admiration,  gratitude,  and  love.  This  plan  will  foon 
be  completed,  and  we  {ball  be  called  upon  to  con- 
template it  in  its  various  parts,,  with  a:  degree  ot 
light  and  information,  which  we  are  now  incapable 
of  receivings 

We  forbear  to*  enlkrge  upon  the-  grand  fcheme  of 
.providence,  by  which  the  government  of  Jefus  will 
be  fupported  and  advanced,  till  aH  oppofition  be  fub* 
dued,  and  his  empire  be  uriiverfal :  for  *'  the  king- 
.  doms  of  this  world  (hall  become  the  kingdoms  :of 
our  Lord  and  of  his  Ghrift  *.'*  We  forbear  to  en- 
quire, what  will  be  the  ftate  of  things  at  that  glorious 
period,  when  Jefus,  together  with  his  faints,  (hall 
jteigiiupon  the  earth  for  a  thoufand  years f.  Let 
us  endeavour  to-  look  beyond  all  the  tranfa<3ion$, 
which  are  yet  to  take  place  in  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
things,  to  the  folemn  clofe  and  final  confummation* 
Let  us  direft  our  attention  to  the  fecond  advent  of 
our  Redeemer,  the  conflagration  of  this  terreftrial 
globe,   the  general  refurredion,  the  univerfal  judg- 

•  RcT.  Jci,  15.     f  XX.  6. 
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ment,  and  the  appointment  of  men  to  heaven  or  to 
hell,  according  to  their  chara^Slers.  What  awful  fub- 
jetSs  arc  thefe  !  Who  can  read  or  think  of  them, 
without  the  moft  ferious  impreflions  and  earned 
prayers  ?  "  O  Lord  Jcfus  Chrifl,  grant  that  at  thy 
Ibcond  coming  to  judge  the  world,  we  may  be  founa 
an  acceptable  people  in  thy  fight  ♦ !" 

Jefus  is  already  poffefled  of  unfpeakable  glory, 
being  exalted  "  far  above  all  principality  and  power," 
and  even  worfhipped  by  the  Angels,  which  lurrcMind 
hi^  throne.  But  we  have  remarked,  that,  though  he 
be  *'  Lord  of  all,"  his  majefty  is  not  yet  publicly 
exhibited  on  earth.  At  his  promifed  return,,  how- 
ever, his  triumph  will  be  celebrated,  and  his  dignity 
acknowledged  by  all.  The  holy  fcriptures  make 
frequent  mention  of  that  feafon.  It  is  odled  ^*  the 
great  day,"  for  the  events  of  every  other  are  com- 
paratively trifling.  It  is  <^  the  day  of  God,"  bccaofe 
Jehovah  will  no  longer  leave  finners  to  their  own 
wzysj  but  vindicate  his  fovereign  authority*  It  is 
**  the  day  of  Chrift,"  fince  his  charader  will  then 
be  difpla)  cd  :  "  his  enemies  (hall  lick  the  duft  f  '" 
**  every  knee  (hall  bow  at  his  name,  and  every  tongue 
confcfs,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father  J." 

This,  theref<  re,  is  ftyled  **  the  glorious  appearing 
of  the  grrat  God  and  our  Saviour  Jcfos  Chrift  §.." 
The  defcriptions  of  it  are  the  moft  auguft  and  exalted, 
which  can  be  coticcived.  Language  fails  to  give  us 
any  adequate  ideas  of  the  divine  majefty,  which  will 
then  be  exhibited  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
Mofes  could  not  behold  the  brightnefe  of  his  prefence 
upon  mount  Sinai  :  but  his  manifeftation^  at  the  laft 
djy,  will  be  inconceivably  more  fplendtd  and  magni- 
ficent. Thus  he  hinifeU  fpeaks  of  it,  "  The  Son  of 
man  fhal!  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  in  his  glory, 

'^  Colled   for  the  third   Sunday  in  Adv«'n^  j\  Pfal.  Ixxii.    9. 

J  Phil.  ii.   10,  «*►    §Tiuir.  13. 
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2ni  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  2nd  all  the  holy  An* 

Erls  with  him  :  then  (hall  he  fit  upon  the  throne  of 
s  glory ;  and  before  him  (hall  be  gathered  all  na« 
tions*."  Such,  alfo,  are  the  declarations  of  his 
Apoftles,  •*  The  Lord  (hall  defcend  from  heaven 
with  a  Qiout,  with  the  voice  of  the  Archangel,  and 
with  the  trump  of  God."  *'  Behold,  he  cometh  with 
clouds  5  and  every  eye  (hall  fee  him,  and  they  alfa 
which  pierced  him :  and  all  kindreds  of  the  eartb 
(ball  wail  becaufe  of  him.     Even  fo^  Amen  f*" 

What  a  grandeur  will  be  difplayed  in  his  retinue ! 
Tlie  celeflial  world  (hall  pour  forth  its  inhabitants^ 
to  accompany  their  King  ;  and,  from  the  number  and 
fplendour  of  his  attendants,  we  may  conclude  the 
greatnefs  of  bis  majefty.  Thofe  "  miniftering  fpirits," 
who  arc  as  "  a  flaming  fire,"  furpafs  in  ftrcngth  and 
brighfnefs  all  the  conceptions  we  can  form.  Even 
one  of  this  hoft  has  been  enough  to  confound  fome 
of  the  holied  men.  What  an  appearance,  then,  will 
be  exhibited  by  the  thoufands  and  millions,  who  fhall 
grace  the  triumph  of  the  Saviour  !  *'  They  do  his 
commandments,  hearkening  unto  the  voice  of  his 
word  J."  By  his  direftion  they  will  proclaim  the 
fiimmons  for  all  mankind  to  ft^ind  before  him.  '^  He 
fhall  fend  his  Angels  with  a  great  found  of  a  trumpet, 
and  they  fliall  gather  together  his  ele(St  §."  '*  In  a 
moment,  in  the  twinklinir  of  an  eye, — the  trumpet 
(hall  found,  and  the  dead  Ifhall  be  raifed  |{."  "All 
that  are  in  the  graves  fhall  hear  his  voice,  and  fhall 
come  forth,  they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  rc- 
farre<Slion  of  life  j;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto 
the  refurredlion  of  damnation  +."  "  The  heavens 
fhall  pa6  away  with  a  great  noife,  and  the  elements 
fhall  meft  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  alfo,  and  the 
works  that  are  therein,  fhall  be  burned  up  ♦*.*'     "A. 

♦  Matt.  rvi.  »7.  xxiv.  30.  xxv.  31,    :J2.      f  i  Thcff.  iv.   j€. 

Rev.  i.  7.      t  Pfa].  ciii.  zo.     §  Matt.  xxiv.  jl.  J  iCor.  xt.  51. 
4-  John  T..  2%,  29.    "^t  2  Pet.  iii.  lo, 
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Sreat  white  throne'^  appears,  and  *<  the  Andent  of 
ays"  fits  upon  it,  ^*  from  whofe  fisice  the  earth  and 
the  heaven  fly  away,  and  there  is  found  no  place 
for  them.  The  dead,  fmall  and  great,  ftand  brfore 
God,  and  the  books  are  opened  ♦." 

Thus  all,  in  that  numerous  aflembly,  (ball  bewit- 
nefTes  of  the  honour  of  Chrift ;  but  with  how  dif- 
ferent afFeftions  will  they  meet  him  !  There  are 
ifhofe,  who,  with  holy  exultation,  will  then  fing, 
^^  Lo !  this  is  our  God ;  we  have  waited  for  him, 
and  he  will  fuve  us :  this  is  the  Lord  ;  we  have 
waited  for  him,  we  will  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  his 
fcilvation  f*"  Others,  confounded  and  terrified  at  his 
prcfence,  Ihall  (ay  to  the  mountains  and  rocks,  ^  Fall 
on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  fitteth 
on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb : 
for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who 
fhall  be  able  to  ftand  J." 

The  Lord  Jefus,  then,  at  his  glorious  advent,  will 
proceed  "  to  judge  the  world  with  righteoufiiefs  §." 
To  this  high  office  he  is  exprefsly  appointed  by  the 
Covenant.  It  is  committed  to  him,  in  order  that  the 
c'ignity  of  his  charafter  may  appear  ;  **  that  all  men 
fhould  honour  the  Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Fa- 
ther ||;"  It  properly  belongs  to  him,  as  the  fove- 
reign  univerfal  King.  Judgment,  being  a  part  of 
executive  government,  appertains  to  majefty ;  and, 
therefore,  Jefus,  who  is  "  Lord  of  all,"  pofiei&s  the 
right  of  exercifmg  judicature  over  the  fubjedb  of  his 
dominion. 

It  will  be  one  of  the  important  objeAs  of  that 
day,  to  exhibit  the  perfeftions  of  God,  which  now 
feem  to  be  obfcured,  and  to  vindicate  his  prefent  dif- 
penfations,  the  equity  and  wifdom  of  which  are  fre- 
quently dilputed  and  denied.  Such  is  his  amazing 
condefcenfion,  that  he  will  fubmit  his  general  pro- 

^  Dan.  vli.  9,  10.  Rev.  zx.  zi,  is.    f  lia.  xxv*  9.    %  Rey.  vu 
16^  17.    §  Pfal.  xcvi.  15.     I  John  v.  23. 
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ceedings  to  our  InfpedioD,  and  call  on  us  to  declare 
our  approbatioD.  The  reafons  of  his  dealings  with 
us  in  this  world  are  often  concealed.  ^^  His  way  is 
in  the  fea,  and  his  path  in  the  ireat  waters^  and  his 
footfteps  are  not  known  *.**  We  foolifhiy  prefume 
to  (peculate,  cavil,  and  find  fault ;  when  we  ought  to 
acquieice,  with  patience  and  thankful nefs,  in  his  dif* 
poial.  We  may  confider  him,  as  faying  to  each  on^ 
of  us,  *'  What  I  do,  thou  knowelt  not  now ;  but 
diou  flialt  know  hereafter  t«"  Every  thing,  even 
then,  may  not  be  perfe£lly  explained  ;  but  fo  much, 
at  leaft,  of  the  divine  condudi  will  be  laid  before  us^^ 
as  to  convince  us,  that  in  all  its  parts  it  has  uniformly 
been  "holy,  and  juft,  and  good."  For  that  will  be 
***  the  day  of  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgnieut 
of  God  i."  Under  dark  difpenfations,.  therefore, 
when  our  minds  are  perplexed  with  doubts  and  fears^ 
]et  us  learn  to  wait  for  clearer  information.  Our 
difficulties  will  foon  be  removed,  and  our  objedlions 
anfwercd.  The  fevereft  calamities,  which  believers 
endure,  will  appear  to  have  been  appointed  in  wifdom, 
fitithfiilnefs,  and  love.  They  will  all  with  one  voice 
cry  out,.  "Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works. 
Lord  God  Almighty ;  juft  and  true  are  thy  ways, 
thou  King  of  faints  §  I" 

Another  purpofe- to  be  efFefled  in  the  judgment,- 
and  what  our  plan  leads  us  chiefly  to  infifl  on,  is,  the 
manifeftation  of  the  wonderful  fcheme  ofredemptior^ 
in  its  various  connections  and  dependencies,  and  the 
public  difplay  of  the  dignity,  the  work,  and  offices 
of  the  Saviour.  Jefus  will  then  be  acknowledged 
"  over  all,  God  blefTed  for  ever  y."  Indeed  the  per- 
fe&ions,  which  he  mufl  necefTarily  pofTefs,  as  fupreme 
and  univerfal  Judge,  evidently  prove,  that  he  is  fu- 
perior.to  any  creature.     At  the  fame  time,  his  hu- 

f  PfidvlxiTil  X^.      f  John  xni.  7.      J  Rom.  ii.  5.      §ReT.  xv.  3. 
H  Rom.  ix«  5; 
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miliation  and  grace  will  feem  the  more  zftonifhinp 
when  viewed  in  conjunction  with  his  glory.  He 
will  be  feen,  not  only  as  **  King  of  kings,  and  Lord 
of  lords,"  but  as  *'  the  Lamb,  that  was  flam  :**  nor 
will  he  be  afliamed  to  propofe  to  the  examination  of 
the  univerfe,  the  print  of  the  nails  in  his  hands  and 
feet,  and  the  hole  in  his  pierced  fide,  as  the  certain 
jparks  of  his  crucihxion. 

The  nature  and  confequences  of  the  trial,  which 
will  then  be  inftituteJ,  anJ  the  qualifications  of  Jefus 
for  his  high  function,  will  appear  from  the  following 
confiderations. 

I.  He  is  wife.  A  clear  difcernment  of  the  de- 
mands of  the  law,  and  of  the  different  cafes  of  the 
perfons  arraigned,  is  of  peculiar  importance  in  a 
judge  :  and  this  is  what  Jcfus  poffefles  without  any 
defeft.  He  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  rule  of  duty, 
which  he  himfeif  can^e  to  enforce  and  explain  ;  nor 
can  he  poffibly  be  miftaken  in  the  charafters  or  con- 
du£l  of  thcfe,  who  are  fummoned  before  hin).  Every 
difguife,  which  might  blind  the  eyes  of  men,  is  re- 
moved in  his  prefence.  No  vain  pretences,  however 
fpeciou?,  ciin  deceive  him  ;  no  falfe  atteftations  ob- 
tain credit  at  his  bar :  for  **  He  fearcheth  the  reins 
and  hearts  *."  He  may  be  pleafed  to  admit  the  tef- 
timony  of  others,  yet  he  ftands  in  no  need  ©f  their 
information.  He  might  conviS  or  acquit,  on  the 
ground  of  his  own  unerring  obfervation  ;  every  fecret 
thing  is  noted  down  in  his  book,  and  he  knows 
«  every  man's  work,  of  what  fort  it  is/*  How 
different  it  is  in  tnany  human  courts  of  juditraturc, 
where  the  evidence  may  be  fo  dcfedive,  or  fuch 
fhameful  impofitions  pra£^ifed,  that  the  guilty  may 
tfcape,  and  the  innocent  (uffev  ! 

It  will  be  allowed,  that  judgment  properly  belongs 
to  Jefus,  if  we  obferve, 

•  R€7.  n,  23. 
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fl*  He  IS  juft.  However  clearly  men  underftancf 
the  cafes,  which  are  fuhmitted  to  their  decifion,  they 
may  determine  under  the  influence  of  corrupt  mo- 
tives, fo  as  to  "  condemn  the  innocent  Wood,**  and 
"  accept  the  perfons  of  the  wicked  ♦.'^  But  it  is . 
not  pofEble,  that  Jefus  ftould  feel  any  prejudice  or 
partiality,  or  be  mifleJ  by  wrong  afFe(f^ions.  "  Shall 
not  the  Judge  cf  all  the  earth  do  right  f  ?'*  "  Jufticc 
and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne  J/* 
He  is  *'  Faithful  and  true,  and  in  righteoufnefs  he  doth 
judge§.**  "  There  is  no  refped:  of  perfons  with 
him  |[."  Accordingly,  in  claffing  the  numerous  aflem-* 
bly  at  his  tribunal,  he  pays  no  regard  to  any  other  con- 
fideration  than  that  of  their  chara£ters.  For  **  he 
(hall  feparatc  them  ona  from  another,  as  a  (hepherd 
divideth  his  (beep  from  the  goats;  and  he  (halt  fet  the 
flieep  on  his  right  hand,  but  the  goats  on  the  left  4-.** 

A  very  differei^t  fentence  awaits  thcfe  different  de- 
fcriptioiis  of  men  j  but,  even  in  that  decifion,  he  will 
manifeft  his  own  holinefs,  truth,  and  equity.  He 
will  condefcend  to  dcrclare  the  reafons,  for  which  he 
admits  fome  to  his  blifsful  prefence  in  heaven,  and 
dooms  others  to  a  ftate  of  everlalHng  punifhment* 
Such  as  have  believed  in  his  name,  are  completely 
jufttfied  through  his  obedience  >  yet  he  will  prove^ 
that  they  are  faved  confiftently  with  his  eternal  love 
of  rightcoufnefs.  It  will  appear,  that  they  were  re- 
newed after  his  image  "  through  fandification  of  the 
Spirit,"  which  they  had  evinced  by  their  habitual  re* 
gard  to  his  will,  and  by  their  pious  labours.  He  will^ 
therefore,  produce  their  good  works  for  his  own 
glory,  as  well  as  the  vindication  of  their  characters. 
The  impenitent  will  be  confounded  by  the  horrors  of 
an  accufing  confcience,  and  by  the  fight  of  the  Judge, 
who  is  privy  to  all  their  fecret  tranfadtions  of  iniquity^ 

•  Pfal.  Ixxtii.  2.  xcir.  2r.       f  Gen,  xviii.  25..      J  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  14* 
^  Rev.  xix«  II.        J  Rom.  ii.ii*        4*  ^^^  ^^v.  32^  33. 
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nd  malignant  difpofitions.  But  he  will,  alfo,  demon- 
Urate  the  juftice  of  their  condemnation  before  the 
afTembled  univerfe,  by  publicly  exhibiting  their  evil- 
deeds,  their  negle6l  and  contempt  of  every  thing  truly 
excellent.  So  that,  however  tremendous  that  ftate 
may  be,  to  which  they  are  awarded,  none  will  pre- 
fbme  to  fay,  *^  My  punifhment  is  greater  than  I  de* 
fcrvc." 

We  confider  further,  the  qualifications  of  Jefiis  for 
his  office,  while  we  obferve 

3.  He  is  powerful.  The  whole  proceedings  of  oar 
courts  of  judicature  would  be  trifling  and  abfurd,  if 
the  judge  poiTeiTed  no  authority  to  execute  his  fen- 
tenoe.  The  Lord  Chrift  bears  the  fword :  He  is 
"  the  Almighty*";  "  Strong  is  his  hand,  and  high 
is  his  right  handf."  Whoever  may  be  difpofcd  to 
doubt  of  the  equity  of  his  decifion,  yet  it  muft  be  car- 
ried into  efFedt.  What  his  lips,  pronounce,  he  will 
inftantly  perform.  Vain  would  be  all  refiftance:  for- 
who  (hall  dare  to  contend  with  Him  ?  The  gates  of. 
heaven  (hail  be  opened  at  his  command,  and  admit  his 
redeemed  people :  not  one,  of  that  fociety,  can  poffi- 
bly  be  excluded.  If  he  fhould  fay  to  us,  ^  Enter  yc 
into  the  joy  of  your  Lord,"  the  united  force  of  the 
whole  creation  would  be  unable  to  prevent  it* .  His 
word,  alfo,  will  be  with  power,  when  he  (hall  utter 
that  tremendous  doom, "  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfed.*' 
Do  any  complain,  or  refufe  to  obey  ?  Alas !  to  what 
purpofe  ?  The  mandate  is  irrefiftible,  as  being  enforce4 
by  omnipotence.  Whoever,  therefore,  may  with  or 
attempt  to  evade  the  fentence,  it  muft  take  place. 
The  wicked  ''  fliall  be  punifhed  with  everlaftingde-- 
ftrudlion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the 
glory  of  his  power  J." 

Whilft  we  allow  and  maintain,  that  it  is  the  prero- 
gative of  Jefus  to  execute  judgment,  let  us  not  forget 

•  ReT.  J.  S.      f  Pfal.  Ixxxix*  1$.      %  x  TheiTt  i.  ^ 

that 
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tbat  «*  every  one  of  us  muft  give  account  of  himfelf 
to  Him  ♦.**    With  all  fcrioufncfs  and  diligence,  let  us 
**  prepare  to  meet  our  Godf."     Let  us  dwell  upon^ 
the  awful  fubjed,  that  it  may  leave  a  deeper  impreffioa 
upon  our  minds. 

This  judgment  will  be  univerfal,  as  extending  ta 
the  whde  r^ational  creation.  The  holy  Angels  will 
be  interefted,  but  we  prefume  not  to  explain  in  what 
particular  manner.  They  will  be  gathered  together^ 
fo  as  to  become  one  body  in  Chrift  with  all  his  faintSji 
perfeSly  reunited  under  Him,  and, probably,  confirmed 
and  fecured  in  their  happy  and  glorious  ffate  for  ever  j:« 
The  &llen  fpirits  will  be  brought  forth  for  public 
trial  and  condemnation.  They  are  ^'  referved  in 
everlafting  chains  under  darknefs  unto  the  judgment  of 
the  great  day  §."  The  bafenefs  of  their  charader,  and 

Earticularly  their  malignant  oppoAtion  to  Chrift  and 
is  people,  will  then  be  manifefted ;  and  they  will  be 
configned,  on  the  clearett  grounds  of  equity,  to  thofe 
manfions  of  horror  and  defpair,  where  '*  there  (hall  be 
weeping,  wailing,  and  gna(hing  of  teeth.'* 

But  the  proceedings  of  that  day  are  defcribed,  as 
having  a  peculiar  reference  to  our  world  :  and  it  is  a 
confideration  of  the  utmoft  moment  to  ourfelves,  that 
every  individual  of  the  human  race  will  be  fummoned. 
"  We  muft  all  appear  before  the  judgment  feat  of 
Chrift  ||."  What  an  immenfe  concourfe !  It  muft 
baffle  our  calculations.  Adam,  and  his  numerous 
progeny,  even  to  his  lateft  defcendant,  muft  ftand  to- 
gether at  the  tribunal ;  nor  will  any  one  in  that  va(( 
ailemblypafs  unnoticed.  How  awful  the  thought! 
Each  p^rfon  will  be  examined  with  the  fame  ftri£tnefs 
and  attention,  as  if  no  other  were  prefent,  and  feel 
himfelf  not  lefs  interefted,  than  if  his  own  were  the 
only  cafe  to  be  determined. 

*  Rom.  sIt.  12.       f  Amos  !▼.  12.        %  Eph.  i,  xo.    CoJ.  i.  20. 
^  Jude  6.        Hz  Cor.  v.  xo. 
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gracious  aeency,  in  reprefenting  them  before  the* 
throne,  will  be  no  longer  neceflary.  In  thi&  lifcy.  we 
look  to  the  Father,  and  he  to  us,,  only  through  the 
intcrpofition  of  the  Redeemer.  But  in  heaven  riicre 
will  be  this  grand  difference :  we  (hall  come  tO'God,, 
as  it  were  immediately,,  like  the  blefled  Angels,  who 
iland  in  no  need  of  one  to  introduce  or  plead  for 
them.  Thus  ^^^11  things  being  fubdued  untohim,!theti 
ftiall  the  Son  alfo  himfelf  be  fiibjed  unto  Him,  th«t 
put  all  things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  aU  in  all*." 
Jcfus,  as  Mediator^  fhall  retire,  acknowledging  that 
his  authority  had  been  delegated  :  the  glory  of  the 
Deity  (hall  be  feen  without  a  veil ;  all  wor/hip  ant 
honour  (hall  be  aftribed  to  Jehovah  ;  and  the  univer* 
-&1  abfolute  dominion  be  maintained  by  HUm  alone  for 
ever. 

This  is  confeficd  to  be  a  my  (Venous  fiibjeA ;  but 
the  difficulty  arifes  from  our  inability  to  form  cletr 
and  fuitable  conceptions  of  the  divine,  eflenoe,  and'of 
that  union  of  the  two  natures,  which  ftibfifts  in  the* 
peribn  of  Jefus  Chrift.  "  We  cannot  order  o«r 
i|)eeGh  by  reaibn  of  darkneftf":  but  let  us  vnBs^ 
awhile,,  and  the  day  will  declare,  what  we  preflune- 
not  to  explain. 

No  argument  can  properly  be  drawn  from  the-  * 
.refignation  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  to  difprovc- 
his  Godhead,  or  original  equality  with  the  Father- 
As  well  might  we  maintain,  that  the  Father  is  atpre- 
fcnt  fubordinate,  becaufe  "  He  hath  committed  all* 
judgment  unto  the  Son  J«"  This  furrender  ofChriftV 
power  refers  to  the  truft,  invefted  in  him  as  Mediator; 
•  and  in  that  capacity,  it  is  allowed,  he  not  only  will  bf|. 
but  is  even  now,  fubjed.  It  has  appeared^  throue;h 
the  confide  ration  of  his  whole  chara£ler,  dial  he 
pofleiles  all  the  glories  and  perfedlions,  which  we  can> 
poffibly  afcribc  to  Deity.     Thcfe  he  cannot  deliver 

*  z  Cor.  XV.  28.     'I'  Jobxxxvil.  i^t      J'  John  %%  21. 

upj; 
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therefore,  as  God,  he  together  with  the 
nd  the  Holy  Ghoft^  the  one  felf-exiftent  Je*. 
hfdl  reign  ioK  ever  ^nd  ever ;  ^^  and  of  his 

there  (hall be  no  end**.** 
illy  likewife^.  continue  to  enjoy  throughout 
I  peculiar  honour,  even  in  his  human  nature* 
lill  be  difiinguifhed  as  ^^  Immanuel,"  though 
\4ediator.  He  will  remain  the  head  of  his 
nd  they  will-bd  COniidered  as  in  Him,  ftand- 
e  God  only  by  virtue  of  his  blood,  and  his 
e  unto  deadi.  The  throne  o(  the  Lamb,  as 
f  the  Lord  God,,  (hall  be  in  the  new  Jerufa- 
his  fervants  (hall  iferve  him  f*  ^^  The  Lamb^ 

in  the  midft  of  the  throne,,  (hall:  feed  them^ 
lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters  ]:.'^ 
his  name  (hall  endure  for  ever§.'*'  Theverjf? 
Nazareth,  who  was  crucified  on  mount  Cal— 
Jl  pofleis  a  ftate  of  glorious  exaltation,,  evea 
i  plan  of  redemption  is  coinpleted,.  and  (hall^ 
hjcA  of  everlafting  admiration)  lovc^  and) 
nongft  all  the  hofts  o£  heaven^ 
i  not  burn  with,  eager  defire  to  participate  ofl 
yy,  and  Join  in  their  fong  ?    Then  let  us  ac- 
irfelves  with  the  charafter  of  Je&is ;  for  **  no 
eth  unto  the  Father  but  by  Him||-"  Let  us 
It  we  may  have  clearer  and  more  enlargedr 
)ns  of  his  worth  and  excellency :  for  how^^ 
rtdo  we  yet  perceive !  Indeed,  in  our  higheft: 
Ivancement  upon  earth,  our  views  will  be  ob-^- 

contraSed.  O !  what  dch  difcoveries  are 
For  the  eternal  world,  to  which  we  are^baften- 
we  not  exult  in  the  confidence,  thatrthe  veir. 
K>n  removed,  and  we  (hall  "  fee  the  King  in 
y  ?'*  Then  (hall  wfr  cry  out^  with  holy  tranf- 
the  queen  of  Sheba,  ^^  Behold,  the  half  was* 

•  33»      t  ^^V'  **"•  3»      i  vii.  17.      5  PfaU-lxziL  17;^ 
J. John  xm  6,. 
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not  told  mc*."  But,  from  the  little  wbrch  we  ] 
underftand,  may  we  be  excited  to  love  him  with 
warmeft  afl!e£tions,  and  ferve  him  with  unwearied 
gour  and  delight,  till  we  be  admitted  inta  his  bea 
prefence,  to  reign  with  him  in,  g\ory^  as  kings 
priefiS)  for  ever  and  ever !  Amen* 


^ 
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CHAP.    IIL 

jy  difcended  from  David^^tfppufed  U  Joftfh — inr 
rmedefhgr  miraculous  canctption — vtfited  EltluAeth 
'brought  forth  "J^fui  4it  Bithlehem — attendid  of  the 
mpU  for  bir .  purlfication-^'^went  inU  Egypt — nut 
f'itb  a  rebuke  from  Jefus — accompanied  him  in  hi^ 
inijiry — -flood  by  his  crofs. 

FTER  confidering  the  life  of  the  Redeemer,  we 
be  difpofed  to  treat  with  indifference  every  other 
>ry,  as  being,  comparatively^  of  litde  importance, 
y  as  in  the  natural  world,  though  we  look  not  im- 
liately  to  the  fun,  we  behold  the  effeds  of  his  light 
he  brightnefs  of  every  obje£i  around  us;  fo  we 
rdifcov^r  the  grace  and  giory  of  Jefus  in  thofi^ 
>m  he  illuminates,  and,  from  the  view  of  their  ex- 
-ncies,  may  be  led  to  regard  him  with  the  greater 
itration.  ,        . 

Ve  now  iivtdi  onr  meditations  to  the  charader  of 
perfon,  to  whom  he  flood  moft  nearly  related  in 
flefii.     We  contemplate  his  virgin  mother,  who 
\  not  only  ^^  blefied.  among  women,"  but  hdnourtd 
ve  all  the  crowned  heads,  which  were  ever  dtftin- 
fhed  oa  t^e  earth.     We  cannot,  indeed,  in-fpeak- ' 
;  concerning  hery  accommodate  ourfelves  to  the 
erftition  of  Romi(h  devotees*    They  dare  to  ad- 
fs  her  in  foolifh  and  idolatrous  language,  as  if  (he 
I  the  difpoial  of  all  fpiritual  bleffings,  and  'even  in 
iven  could  command  her  Son,  upon  the  throne  of 
glory,  to  anfwer  their  petitions. .  It  is  fitid,  that 
\y  offer  as  many  prayers,  if  fuch  they  may  be  called. 
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to  the  holy  virgin,  as  to  the  Lord  God  AlmightjF. 
J^bhorred  be  this  worfhtp  of  a  creature !  j 

Nor  do  we  attend  to  any  abfurd  traditionary  legendS|  \ 
but  enquire  mereljj,  what  we  (nay  leam  from  her  ex«  i 
ample,  as  recorded  m  the  fcriptures,  A  v^ry  Ihort 
account  is  given  us  :  perhaps,  this  circumftance  was 
.  defigned  to  check  our  vain  cupiofity,  which  miiht 
lead  us  to  propofe  many  unprofitable  queftions.  We 
know  nothing  of  her  parentage,  except^at  Ihe  pro- 
ceeded in  a  dire6t  line  from  David :  otherwife  Out 
could  not  have  been  the  mother  of  the  promifed 
Meiliah.  It  appears,  however,  'by  numerous  .p.n>dBi, 
that  her  fituation  in  life  was  obfcure,  though  flie  6b- 
vtained  the  high  honour  of  introducing^the  Saviour  into 
the  world,  that  peculiar  honour,  to  which  the  ho^ 
women  of  old  mqft  eagerly  afpired. 

It  had  been  foretold,  that  the  Redeemer  (hould  not 
only  aiTume  our  nature,  and  fpring  from  the  royal  6« 
mily  of  David,  in  fome  of  its  reduced  branches,  but  be 
born  of  a  pure  virgin  *. 

Thefe  predi<S^ions  were  exaiQIy  fulfilled.  The  gt^ 
nealogy  of  Mary  is  carefully  preferved,  in  order  to 
ihew  her  regular  defcent  from  David  :  and  fo  low  had 
that  illuftrious  houfe  then  funk,  that  (he  was  in  a  very 
mean  condition,  being  efpoufed  to  Jofepb,  a  poor 
carpenter,  who  was  himfelf  alfo  of  the  &me  extraction* 
She  ftill  remained  immaculate,  though  betrothed  ;  the 
marriage  not  being  confummated,  when  fhe  wrs  ac- 
quainted wrth  the  gracious  defigns  of  heaven. 

The  Angel  Gabriel  carried  her  the  information, 
that  the  Lord  God  looked  upon  her  with  a  fpeciai 
regard,  and  defigned  to  diftinguifh  her  above  her  (ex  fw 
An  appearance  and  £dutation  fo  extraordinary  could' 
not  but  excite  aftonifhment  and  confiilion  in  her 
mind«    He  difperfed  her  fears,  and  encouraged  her 

*  Gea.  uu  15.  Pfal.  cxxxii.  IX,  Ifa.  xi.  i.  yji.  14.        f  Luke  i. 
a!6— 38, 

faith, 


idi,  while  he  proceeded  to  aflure  her,  that  {he  fhould 
i  favoured  of  God  in  conceiving  and  bringing  forth 
S«^-who  fhould  prove  no  other  thanxhe  divine 
.edeemer^  and  eftablifii  the  promifed  kingdom  of 
race  in  the  world,  Mary  exprefled  a  holy  adinira- 
00  at  the  meflage  delivered,  and  yet  objeded  her 
wn  virginity,  which  in  her  viewfeemed  likely  to  de- 
nt the  intention.  The  Angel  then  declared  expH- 
itiy,  that  ^e  conception  fhould  be  effected,  not  in 
natural  way,  but  by  the  immediate  operation  of 
tie  Holy  Ghoft.  He  obferved  further,  that  her 
mfin  Elizabeth  was  in  a  ftate  of  pregnancy  at  that 
ery  timc^  through  a  miraculous  influence,  and  re- 
erred  her  to  the  Almighty  power  of  God,  which  can 
nftantly  remove  every  difficulty,  and  accomplifh  thofe 
nirpofes,  which  we  may  conclude  to  be  impoffible, 
tfary  prefumed  not  to  dtfpute  with  the  heavenly  vifi- 
ant,  suid  replied  only  by  teflifying  her  humble  and 
levout  acquiefcence  in  the  Lord's  appointment.  She 
^ened  herfelf  to  the  difpofal  of  God^  deilring  that  fhe 
niffht  be  fubfervient  to  his  wilL 

What  an  amiable  pattern  of  meeknefs,  faith,  and 
Kibmiffiont  is  here  exhibited !  She  credited  the  divine 
neflage,  and  expe£led  the  completion  of  the  promife, 
in  this  confidence,  that  God  can  do  every  thing,  and 
mil  furely  perform  what  he  has  faid.  Have  we  Team- 
ed, in  like  manner,  to  ceafe  from  our  vain  obje£tions» 
ind  depend  upon  his  declarations  with  unfeigned  fim- 
plicity  ?  With  what  relucftance  do  we  reft  upon  die 
word,  which  he  has  fpoken ;  and  with  what  petrulance 
do  we  demand  an  explanation !  The  .many  curious 
quefbions  we  prc^fe,  and  fooliOi  cavils  we  raife;, 
prove  to  our  fhame,  that  we  are  **  flow  of  heart  t# 
believe/' 

Though  the  honour,  conferred  upon  the  pious  vir- 
gin was  great,  fhe  was  called  by  the  miraculous  con- 
ception to  a  peculiar  meafure  ot  patience  and  refigna- 
tion.     According  to  human  profaabilitfes,  it  feemed 
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likely  to  expofe  her  to  fevere  trials  and  dangers.  What 
could  (he  expeiSl,  when  her  pregnancy  appeared,  but 
to  be  feparated  from  the  man,  to  whona  {he  was 
efpoufed  f  What,  but  to  be  reproached,  perhaps  con- 
demned to  die,  as  a  bafe  adulterefs*?  Yet  (he  cheer* 
fully  fubmitted  the  event  to  God,  and  truftcd  him 
with  the  care  of  her  character  and  life.  Ah  !  how  few 
poiTefs  fuch  a  difpoiition !  How  few  are  willing  to 
acquiefce  in  thofe  difpenfations,  or  engage  in  thofe 
fervices,  whichmay  bring  them  intodifEcukies  ?  Letus 
enquire,  whether  we  can  (ay  llncerely,  and  without 
referve,  in  whatever  way  God  is  pleafed  to  intimate 
his  pleafure,  ^^  Be  ic  unto  me,  according  to.  thy 
word." 

Soon  after  the  conception,  Mary  vifited  her  coufin 
Elizabeth,  the  mother  of  John  the  Baptid,  whofecafe 
had  been  mentioned  by  Gabriel  f.  This  long  jour- 
ney was  undertaken,  with  the  view,  probably,  of  re- 
ceiving a  confirmation  of  her  faith,  by  a  free  commu- 
nication with  her  devout  relatives.  Here  we  are  ad- 
mitted to  a  delightful  interview  between  two  affec- 
tionate and  pious  women,  whofe  conver(ation  will 
fuggeft  fome  profitable  inftrudtlons*  They  were  both 
filled  with  the  Holy  GhoR,  and  fpake  in  the  moft 
rapturous  and  elevated  manner,  praifmg  God  and  com- 
forting one  another*  Elizabeth  received  her  with 
joy,  congratulated  her  as  favoured  above  her  fex,  and 
accounted  herfelf  higlUy  honoured  in  entertaining  fucfa 
a  guefl* 

Mary  feemed  to  be  overpowered  with  admiration 
of  the  divine  goodnefs,  and  broke  forth  into  exprtf- 
fions  of  livclieft  gratitude,  and  adoration*  Her  fodgi 
evidently  dictated  by  infpiration,  bears  a  ftriking  re- 
femblance  to  that  of  Hannah  in  the  Old  Teftameot; 
many  parts  of  which  were  exactly  adapted  to  her  cafe. 
Let  us  endeavour  to  ftudy  this  animated  paflage,  till 

*  Pcut.  xxil  %y^  24.        f  Luke  i.  39—56. 
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we  feel  fomcthing  of  Mary's  devout  and  ardent  affec- 
tions, and  each  one  be  conftrained  to  cry  out  for  him- 
fclf,  *'  My  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  and  nr.y  fpirit 
hath  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour."  GoD  my  Sa- 
TIOUR, — how  aftonifliing,  how  delightful  the  myftery  F 
.She  exulted  in  the  hope  of  obuining  redemption 
.through  the  incarnation  of  this  divine  Perfonage, 
more  than  in  being  his  mother  according  to  the  fleih. 
.She  declared,  indeed,  her  wonder  and  thankfulnefs  for 
the  honourable  office,  to  which  {he  was  apj)ointed  by 
.the  high  and  lofty  One,  whofe  name  is  holy ;  and 
.then  proceeded,  from  the  confideration  of  her  own 
Aatc,  toobferve,  that  it  is  God's  general  plan,  both  in 
bis  providence  and  grace,  to  exalt  the  lowly  and  abafe 
the  proud,  fo  that  none  may  glory  in  his  prefence. 
She  concluded,  as  (he  began,  with  admrring  and  praif- 
ing  him  for  that  grand  fcheme  of  falvation,  which  he 
was  about  to  accomplifli  in  remembrance  of  his  mer- 
:Cy,  and  in  performance  of  his  promifes  to  the  ancient 
iathers. 

Let  us  call  upon  ourfelves  to  blefs  the  Lord  for  his 
.goodnefs  5  for  how  great  things  has  he  done  for  us  ! 
We  fhould  adore  him,  particularly,  for  the  gift  of  his 
dear  Son  ;  the  unfpeakable  benefit  being  defigned  to 
extend  unto  us  as  well  as  unto  Mary.  But  who  feels 
any  warmth  of  gratitude  on  this  account?  Are  we 
properly  aware  of  the  advantages,  which  Jefus  came 
to  beftow  ?  If  not,  how  fhall  we  "  magnify  the 
Xord  ?"  Nay,  may  not  thofe,  who  are  the  favoured 
obje£ls  of  his  grace,  be  juftly  afliamed  of  their  ftupor 
and  infenfibility,  even  while  they  are  taking  words  of 
thankfgiving  into  their  mouths? 

Mary  continued  with  Elizabeth  three  months,  and 
.then  returned  to  her  accuftomcd  refidence  at  Naza- 
jedi.  Her  fituation,  being  difcovered,  muft  have 
expofed  her  to  many  ignominious  cenfures,  had  not 
Jofcph,  to  whom  fhe  was  betrothed,  been  dircfted 

Vol.  IV.  K  by 
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-by  a  mcflage  from  heaven  to  receive  her  for  bis  wifie*. 
He  complied  immediately,  believing  the  account  of 
the  miraculous  conception,  and,  probably  on  that 
ground,  abftained  from  all  carnal  knowledge  of  her^ 
till  the  birth  of  her  illuftrious  Son. 

When  the  time  of  her  delivery  drew  near,  botb  (he 

and  her  bufband  removed  to  Bethlehem,  where  the 

inheritance  of  their  anceftors  formerly  lay.     An  o- 

prefs  prophecy  required,  that  the  Saviour  fliould  be 

born  diere  f  >  yet  they  had  not  contrived  the  journey, 

•with  any  intent  to  mlfil  the  fcripture :   they  were 

called  thither  by  the  command  of  the  Roman  £m- 

per6r,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  genend  enrolment}.    lit 

that  event  we  perceive  and  admire  the  over-ruHng 

hand  of  God,  who  can  accomplifh  his  own  defigns 

by  means  the  moft  improbable.     It  was  fo  ordered, 

therefore,  that,    during   their  continuance   in  diat 

town,  Mary  brought  forth  her  child.     And  in  what 

<:ircumfl:ances  of  meannefs  and  diftrefs !  She  had  no 

friend  to  receive  or  attend  her,  and  not  only  was  ob« 

liged  to  folicit  accommodations  at  an  inn,  but,  while 

others  obtained  a  preference,  (he  was  too  poor  and 

inconfiderable  t^  gain  admiffion  into  the  houfe.    She 

took  up  her  abode  in  the  ftable,  and  there,  without 

afliftance  or  any  comfortable  conveniences,  endured 

the   pams   of  labour.       But  (he   was   miraculouflf 

ftrcngthcned  for  the  difEculties  of  her  (ituation  ;  in* 

fomuch  that  (he  herfelf  performed  the  neccfllary  offices 

for  her  new-born  Son  :  "  (he  wrapped  him  in  fwad- 

dllng  clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger," 

While  we  contemplate  the  fituation  of  Mary,  the 
mother  of  the  Saviour,  we  learn  never  to  look  upon  a 
ftate  of  indigence  with  contempt.  Lei  not  the  great 
and  opulent  boafl  of  the  grandeur  of  their  houfes,  furni- 
ture, or  retinue ;  nor  let  the  moft  neceffitous  com- 
plain of  their  mean  accommodations.     We  perceive, 

♦  Matt.  i.  i2-^5.     f  Mic.  ▼.  z.      J  Lula  iL  1—7. 

that 


TIRGIIC   MARY.  195 

hat  feme  of  thofc,  who  have  poflefled  the  higheft  ex- 
:ellency  of  chara^er,  and  whom  God  hath  moft  ho-^ 
lourably  diftinguifhed,  were  placed  in  obfcurity,  and 
>ftcn  fuflFered  the  deepeft  diftrefs.  This  (hould  abafe 
the  pride  of  the  rich,  and  draw  forth  thankfulnefs  and 
praife  from  thofe,  who  are  in  loweft  circumftances. 

It  ihould  feem,  that  Mary  Mras  of  a  contemplative 
difpofition*  When  fhe  had  received  the  account  of 
the  fhepherds,  to  whom  the  nativity  of  Immanuel 
was  announced  by  a  meiTenger  from  heaven,  (he 
^  kept  all  thefe  diings  and  pondered  them  in  her 
heart*.'*  And,  while  fhe  endeavoured  to  derive 
Ritual  improvement  from  an  attentive  regard  to 
ibde  extraordinary  occurrences,  doubtlefs  her  faith 
and  hope,  her  gratitude  and  l^ve,  were  enlivened  and 
incre^d.  Thus,  alfo,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to 
treafure  up  in  our  minds  the  declarations  of  God's 
word^  and  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  which 
will  Airniih  us  with  matter  for  devout  and  profitable 
meditation*  Is  this  what  we  pradlife?  Are  we  not 
ftransers  to  religious  retirement,  examination,  and 
recdie^oA  i  And  is  it  not  owing  to  our  levity  atid 
diffipation,  that  we  make  little  or  no  advancement 
in  divine  knowledge  and  holy  principles  ? 

After  forty  days  Mary  appeared  in  the  temple  at 
Jerufalem,  with  her  infant  Son,  defirous  to  yield  a 
pun^al  compliance  with  all  facred  inftitutions  f. 
She  came  to  prefent  hpr  firft-born  to  the  Lord,  thac 
he  might  be  confecrated  and  redeemed,  according  to 
the  exprefs  injunctions  of  the  lawj:.  She  came,  alfo, 
for  her  own  purification,  and  offered  the  facrificcs 
appointed  for  that  purpofe ;  one,  as  a  tribute  of  gra« 
.titude  for  (afe  delivery,  and  the  other,  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  finfulnefs.  But  fo  low  was  her  rank  in 
life,  that  fhe  could  make  only  fuch  oblations,  as  were 

'**  Luke  \u  19*      f  a»-— 39.      X  Bxod.  xiil  2«  Numb.^viii.  15,  16^ 
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4idmiited  in  cafe  of  great  poverty  *.  Let^notsnat* 
tention  to  the  outward  rites  of  religion  bt  cenfured 
and  condemned  a  ^  fuperftition  :  it  is  indifpenfebly  rc- 
jquiAte,  and  perfedly  rational.  But  alas  !  our  age  is 
marked  by  its  bold  contempt  of  divine  ordinances* 
"  Will  a  man  rob  God  ?**  This  is  indeed  a  robbery 
oiF  the  moft  audacious  kind,  yet  not  unfrequent.  How 
manyrcfifl-  the  exprefs claims  of  fehovah,  and  refufethe 
fcrvice  which  He  requires  !  But  let  thefe  arrogant 
flefpifers  of  the  laws  of  the  Almighty  know,  that  he 
will  reckon  with  them  fer  prcfumptuoufly  denying  or 
withholding  his  juft  demands- 

At  the  prefentation  of  the  infant  Saviour  in  tlie 
temple,  the  aged  Simeon  delivered  a  remarkabk  prcK^ 
phecy.  The  pious  mother  and  her  hufband  flood 
with  devout  aftonrfliment  to  hear  the  words,  and  re- 
ceive the  bcnedi6l:ion,  of  that  venerable  faint.  But 
Mary  was  warned,  that  her  honour,-  in'bearing  fo  il- 
luftricus  a  Son,  would  be  accompanied  with  painful 
trials,  and  her  joy  imbittered  by  a  participation  of  his 
extreme  afflictlions.  "  A  fword,"  faid  Simeon,  "  fhall 
pierce  through  thy  own  foul.'*  Thi«,  doubJefs,  was 
exadily  fulfilled :  fo  that,  confidering  her  tendernefs 
of  affedion  and  quick  fenfibility,  we  may  conclude 
that  her  relation  to  Jefus  was  the  caufe  of  inconceiv- 
able anguifh  to  her  mind.  Such,  in  general,  are  all 
earthly  advantages.  They  excite  the  envy  of  others, 
but  produce  very  fbarp  diftrefs  to  the  pofleflbrs.  O! 
be  not  anxious  to  obtain,  and  be  afraid  of  valuing  too 
highly,  any  temporal  diiiincStions  or  enjoyments  !  That 
which  is  the  objedt  of  your  defires,  may  be  as  a  fword 
to  pierce  your  fouls. 

Mary's  troubles  foon  commenced.  She  faw,  in- 
deed, the  wife  men  from  a  diftant  country  pay  their 
adorations  to  the  child  upon  her  bread  f ,  exprefsly 

*  Lev.  xii.  6—8.       -f-  Matt.  ii.  xx— as^- 
acknOWlcdging 
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IcknowTedging  his  high  dignity.  But  flie  was  imme-i 
diaiely  obliged  to  fly  for  his  prefervation.  The  tyrant 
Herod  fought  his  deftruSion;  and  therefore  the  holy 
fiuntly  were  directed  by  an  Angel  to  retire  into  Egypt* 
So  long  and  tedious  a  journey,  in  thole  circumftancea  • 
of  poverty  and  danger,  mult  have  been  extremely 
painful.  On  this  occafion,  Alary  flood  in  peculiar 
need  of  faith  and  patience.  Egypt,  hovve^'er,  the 
very  country  in  which  Ifracl  had  been  oppreffed,  now 
^ered  a  refuge  and  a  hidin^-phice  to  Ifrael's  Re* 
deemer.  In  due  time,  the  death  of  the  furious  perfc- 
Cutor  being  announced,  Mary,  with  her  little  houf- 
hold,  was  conducted  from  Egypt,  under  the  immedi- 
tte  care  of  Heaven,  and  again  fe tiled  at  her  own  city 
Nazareth. 

We,  alfo,  may  be  fituated  in  the  midft  of  great 
perils,  and  required  to  move  from  our  accuftomed  re«».' 
fidence,  which  may  excite  feelings  of  fevere  diftre/s.. 
But  if  we  move  in  the  path  of  duty,  and  go  forth  at 
the  call  of  God,  we  may  and  fhould  poiTcls  compa*  ^-^ 
fare  and  confidence  of  mind.  The  Lord  himfelf  will 
be.our  guide  and  defence.  Like  Mary,  we  may  be 
banifhed  from  the  ordinances  and  people  of  God  ;  yet, 
even  then,  He  can  fupport  and  comfort  us,  and  abun- 
dantly coropenfatc  our  lofs  by  the  rich  communica- 
tions of  his  Spirit.  Let  us  wait  his  time,  and  follow^ 
his  dire(%ons.  He  will  deliver  us,  and  gall  us  out  of 
Egypt. 

Mary  continued  to  dwell  at  Nazareth  with  Jofeph, 
in  a  mean  and  obfcur^  condition.  But  fuch  was  her 
piety,  that  neither  the  expcnfe  nor  the  fiitigue  of  fa 
long  a  journey  prevented  her  from  -attending  the  an- 
nual  celebration  of  the  paffover  in  Jerufalem"*.  At  ihe 
age  of  ttvelve  years  Jefus  accompanied  his  parents  to 
that  fcftival ;  upon  the  conclulion  of  which,  they  return- 
ed, whilft  he  remained  in  conference  with  the  doctors  at 

•  Luke  ii.  41^1, 
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the  temple.  They  advanced  to  fome  diftance  on 
the  road,  before  they  were  apprized  of  his  abfencc ; 
and  did  not  difcover  his  fituation  till  the  third  day, 
after  making  a  painful  fearch.  His  mother  expofta- 
lated  with  him  on  his  conduct ;  and  fuch  ^ere  his 
anfwers,  that  her  mind  was  deeply  imprefied  by  his 
words  ;  (he  did  "not  clearly  underftand  them>  but 
"  {he  kept  them  in  her  heart.'*  Learn,  you,  who 
have  the  care  of  families,  to  bring  them  with  yoUto 
the  houfe  of  God.  Poflibly,  you  may  there  receive 
the  moft  ferious  and  folemn  lnftru£lions,  which  you 
do  not  comprehend.  Prefume  not  therefore  %o  rejeft 
or  defpife  them  ;  but,  like  Mary,  keep  them  in  your 
heart,  till,  by  medication  and  prayer,  you  obtain  the 
knowleilge  of  their  important  meaning. 

When  Jefus  entered  on  his  miniftry,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  his  mother  ufually  accompanied  him,  and 
that  her  hufband  Jofeph  was  then  dead,  as  no  fur- 
ther mention  is  made  of  him.  Upon  one  occafion 
we  find  her,  together  with  Jefus  and  his  difciplesi 
attending  a  marriage  at  Cana  in  Galilee*.  Ob- 
ferving  a  defe<fl  of  wine  at  the  entertainrtien^  ihe 
applied  to  her  Son,  having  been  a  witnefs  of  his  mi- 
racles in  private,  and  exprefled  a  wifh,  that  he  would 
exert  his  power  to  fupply  the  want.  For  that  hafty 
propofal  (he  met  with  a  rebuke,  but  was  not  treated 
with  any  difcefpeA.  Jefus  intimated,  that  it  was  not 
her  part  to  didate,  at  what  time  or  in  what  manner 
bis  fupernatural  operations  fhould  be  performed.  But, 
if  flie  had  been  raft  in  the  motion,  fhe  difcovered  an 
amiable  meeknefs  in  fubmitting  to  the  reproof,  and 
a  ftrength  of  faith,  likewife,  in  ftil)  encouraging  the 
expedation,  that  he  would  provide  for  the  neceflity. 

We  do  not  aflcrt  that  fhe  was  a  perfed  charafter ; 
and  the  incident,  juft  mentioned,  as  well  as  other  con- 
fiderations,  will  ferve  to  (hew,  the  abfurdity  and  im« 

*  Johaii.  I— lit 

^iety 


pfety  of  addreiSng  prayer  to  her  as  the  Church  of 
Rome  does,  that  (he  would  interpofe  her  authority,* 
and  command  her  Son.  If  (lie  was  wrong  in  at- 
tempting to  dire£l  his  works  on  earth,  itis  prepof- 
terous  to  imagine,  that  (he  (hould  control  the  dif- 
pofal  of  his  bleffings,  now  that  he  is  exalted  in  glory.- 
We  rejoice,  that  we  ftand  in  no  need  of  her  inter- 
ceffion,  fince  we  are  allowed  a  free  accefs  to  the 
Saviour  himfelf.  Without  applying  to  any  creature: 
for  an  introduflion^  we  may  go  to  hint  immediately,. 
and  confidently  look  for  a  favourable  reception. 

When  Jefus  removed  to  Capernaum,  Mary  con- 
tinued with   him  *-    It  (hould  feem,  while  he  was- 
preaching  in  that  town  or.  neighbourhood,  furrounded* 
Dy  a  large  audience,  (he  and.fome  other  of  his  near, 
xelations,  apprehending  danger,  probably  from   the. 
excefs  c^   his   zeal  or  the  defigns  of  his  enemies,. 
wiflied  to  call  him   away  from  fuch  a  fituationf* 
Scing  informed  of  their  defire  to  fpeak  to  him,  he 
tppk  the  opportimity  of  declaring. before  the  people,, 
^at  he  felt  no  ftronger  attachment  to  his  lAodier 
and  brethren,  merely  as  natural  kindred, .  than  to  all. 
his  faithful  and.  obedient  difciples.     He  meant  not  to 
flight  fo  dear  a  parent,  but  to  encourage  and  animate 
his  followers  by  this  very  ftrong  expre(&on  of  re- 
gard. 

.  Mary  appears  to  have  valued  his  inftruflions,  on 
which  the  conftantly  attended;  and  doubtlefs  (he  had. 
the  lame  need,  which,  we  ourfelves  have,  of  his  tcach-| 
ing  and  (alvation.  While,  therefore,  we  obferve  her. 
fitting  at  his  feet,  like  an  humble  fcholar,  we  (hould 
learn  not  to  defpife  the  miniftry  of  his  word.  None 
fbould  willingly  abfent  themfelves,  whatever  be  their. 
Hiperiority  of  wifdom,or  attainments  in  piety.  Though 
we  arc  not  favoured  with  his  perfonal  preaching,  yefc 
kis  own  inftitutions  are  e(labli(hed  among  us,. and 

*  John  lit  1 2.        f  Matt,  zii*  46— 50, 
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in  them  we  may  expect  the  divine  pn-fence  and 
blefling.  O,  why  are  we  negligent,  fince  the  duty 
is  indirpeiifably  required,  and  the  advantages,  promifed 
to  every  bclievinc;;  v/orihipper,  are  great  ?  Are  we 
not  defirous  to  obtain  the  tokens  of  his  afFeiiionate 
regard,  and  to  be  accounted  as  his  brother,  his  fifter, 
or  his  mother?  But  this  high  privilege  is  granted 
ofily  to  thoCe,  v.  ho  wait  upon  hiai  with  unfeigned 
fincerity. 

When  our  Lord  celebrated  his  laft  paflbvcr  at  Je- 
riifalcm,  Mary  v/as  hi'J  attendant;  and,  probably,  fhs' 
v/:is  wicncHs  to  all  the  ignominious  treatment  and  ex- 
cruciating tortures,  wnich  he  there  endured.  On- 
many  preceding  occafions,  (he  muft  have  experienced 
very  pungent  diftrefs,  perceiving  him  to  be  fo  ge- 
nerally '^  defpifed  and  rejeilcd  of  men."  But  the 
view  of  hi^  laft  fulterings  muft  have  been  painful 
beyond  meafure.  She  faw  Him,  of  whom  the  Angel 
Gabriel  -had  laid  to  her,  "  He  fhall  reign  over  the 
houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there 
fball  be  no  end,"  bound  as  a  prifoner,  tried  and  con- 
demned as  an  atrocious  malefaftor  and  impious  blaf- 
phemer,  expofed  as  a  gazing- ftock  to  a  profane  mob, 
and  nailed  to  the  crofs,  there  to  langui(h  and  expire 
amidft  the  flioiits  and  infults  of  an  immenfe  multi- 
tude of  all  ranks.  We  know  not,  what  her  conclu- 
lions  were;  but  then,  doubtlefs,  fhe experienced  the 
truth  of  Simeon's  prophecy,  and  felt  a  fword  piercing 
her  very  foul.  Yet,  though  her  grief  was  extreme, 
we  read  not  that  flie  ftaggered  through  unbelief.' 
At  leaft  fhe  did  not  defert  the  dying  Saviour;  and, 
probably,  her  fteadfaft  adherence  to  him  fubjefted  her 
to  great  danger :     She  "  ftood  by  the  crofs  ♦•*' 

Some  comfort,  hgWever,  was  adminiftered  to  her' 
in  that  fituation  of  diflrefs.  The  gracious  Redeem* 
cr,  amidft  all  his  pains,  did  not  forget  hen     He  looked 

♦  John  xix.  25—27. 
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•pm  her  with  the  tendereft  afFeftion,  and,  having  no 
worldly  property  to  leave,  configned  her  to  the  care 
and  protefkion  of  John,  his  beloved  Apoftle.  "  Wo- 
iBati,"  faid  he,  "  behold  thy  fon :"  from  that  time 
ihe  took  up  her  abode  with  John,  and,  as  if  (he  had 
been  his  own  mother,  was  treated  with  all  filial  re-  . 
gard.  The  fcriptures  have  related  nothing  further  ot 
her  hiftory,  except  that  flie  continued  to  aflbciate 
with  the  difciples,  after  our  Lord's  afcenfion,  and 
joined  in  their  exercifes  of  devotion  *.  It  is  thought, 
that  £he  died  in  John's  houfe  at  Ephefus,  and  it  has 
been  believed  by  fome,  that  fhe  fufFered  martyrdom 
for  the  faith  of  Jefus.  But  tbefe,  and  other  tradi-  - 
tional  accounts,  are  not  to  be  depended  on. 

Of  this  there  cannot  remain  a  doubt,  that  (he 
pofleffed  an  eminent  degree  of  grace,  and  that,  after 
enduring  much  for  Him,  who  was  her  honoured  Lord 
and  Saviour  as  well  as  her  dear  Son,  her  foul  was 
received  up  to  his  prefence  in  heaven.  There  fhe 
now  beholds  his  glory,  in  a  brighter  manner  than  (he 
could  have  done  upon  earth,  and  there  fhe  will  reign 
with  him  for  ever.  Yet  to  that  blifsful  inheritance 
(he  is  admitted,  not  as.  being  the  mother  of  Jefus, 
but  on  the  very  fame  grounds  as  the  whole  Church 
of  God,  being  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  fanftified  by  the  Holy  Ghofl.  She  will,  there- 
fore, rejoice  in  her  fpiritual  union  with  Chrift,  more 
than  in  her  natural  relation  to  him,  and  efteem  it  a. 
higher  privilege  to  have  known  him  by  faith,  than; 
to  have  brought  him  forth  into  the  world. 

But,  while  we  fee  that  Mary  was  not  afbamed  or  ' 
afnrid  to  fland  by  the  crofs,  let  us  enquire.  Are  we 
bold  and  fteadfaft  in  the  caufe  of  Jefus  ?  Are  we 
willing  to  hazard  every  thing  for  him?  If  we  can 
indeed  refign  ourfelves  and  our  all  to  his  difpofal,  he 
will  provide  for  our  temporal  fupport,  as  he  did  for 
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that  of  Mary.  But  ah !  how  few  will  pn>fe(s  an  • 
attachment  to  him,  ^en  it  is  likely  to  fubjed  diem 
to  difficulties  and  dangers!  We  mourn  for  the 
cowardice  and  treachery  of  the  thoufands,  who  defert 
his  fervice;  and  we  warn  all,  who  are  called  by  his 
name,  that,  if  they  will  npt  fufFer  with  him,  diey 
fiiall  not  reign  with  him,  and  that,  if  they  deny  bioi) 
he  alfo  will  deny  them*. 

There  are  thofe,  perhaps,  who,  in  envious  ad- 
miration of  the  honour  conferred  upon  the  holy 
virgin,  may  fay,  as  a  certain  woman  did  to  Jefus, 
"  Blefled  is  the  womb,  that  bare  thee,  and  the  paps, 
which  thou  haft  fucked  fV*  We  would  remind 
them  of  our  Lord's  reply  upon  that  occafion,  "  Yea, 
rather  blefled  are  they  that  hear  the  word  of  God, 
and  keep  it."  To  you,  then,  who  hear  his  word, 
we  propofe  the  queftion.  Do  you  keep  it?  Does 
it  excite  your  ferious  attention,  or  retain  a  place 
in  your  remembrance  ?  What  is  the  value  you 
put  upon  it;  or  the  influence,  which  it  produces? 
Does  it  regulate  your  pra£tice,   as  well  as  enliven 

Jour  hopes?  Had  not  fuch  been  its  eflfedls  with 
4ary,  her  cafe  would  have  been  wretched  and  def- 
perate,  notwithftanding  all  fhe  had  done  or  fuf- 
fered  for  the  Saviour. 

It  is  far  better,  therefore,  to  poflTefs  a  ^irkual 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  an  obedient  regard  to 
him,  than  to  ftand  the  foremoft  among  his  natural 
kindred.  You,  "who  have  believed  in  his  name, 
are  become  the  ions  and  daughters  of  the  Lord 
Almighty,  and  fhortly  (hall  be  admitted  into  the 
prefence  of  Jefus,  where  you  will  enjoy  more  de- 
lightful intercourfe  with  him,  than  ever  was,  or 
could  be,  vouchfafed  to  his  holy  mother  upon  eardi* 
O  rejoice,  and  give  thanks  ibr  the  diftinguiflted 
honour)  to  which  you  are  called  t    Determine^  with 

*  2  Tim*  ii«  I  a*        f  Uike  xi.  27, 28* 
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Saint  Paul)  t»  ^^  know  no  man  after  the  ilefh,"  and 
never  more  to  boaft  of  any  worldly  connexions. 
Nay,  if  you  could  claim  any  carnal  relation  to  the 
Saviour  hignfelf,  you  fhould  place  no  dependence 
upon  it*r  butpray,  that,  being  joined  to  him  by- 
his  Spirit^  you  may  now  be  conformed  to  his  image, . 
and.  finally  <<  behold  his  face  in  righteoufnefs/' 

Amou. 


1:6^  3\SI>KV 


Mj.  SCRIPTURE  CHARAOT^ERS* 


JUDAS  THE    TRAITOR. 

C  H  A  p.    IV. 

yudaSy  appointed  an  cpojile — diJhoneJl-^-^enJured  Mar^ 
for  wajie  of  ointment — warned  by  Jefus-^hetrt^ti 
him  for  money — dejlroyed  himfelf 

Jrl  AVING  concluded  the  hiftory  of  the  Saviour, 
we  may  now  pay  a  more  minute  attention  to  feme 
of  his  chief  companions.  Twelve  perfons  were  fe- 
lecSed  to  be  his  intimate  aflbciates,  the  men  of  his 
counfel,  and  appointed  to  the  high  and  important 
office  of  the  Apoftlefhip.  All  ihefe  wei-e  upright, 
and  eminent  in  holinefs,  excepting  one:  an  indelible 
mark  of  infamy  is  left  upon  the  name  of  Judas 
Ifcariot.  The  eleven  others  had  their  failings,  but 
Judas  pofleffed  nothing  truly  good:  he  was  wrong 
throughout,  unfound  from  firft  to  laft,  a  finiflied 
hypocrite,  who,  under  the  clolce  of  religion,  con- 
cealed the  bafcft  principles.  Though  a  follower,  a 
preacher,  and  an  Apoftle  of  Chrift,  he  felt  no  fincere 
regnrd  for  him,  but  fought  only  to  make  gain  of 
godlinefs. 

This  is  a  tremendous  fubje(9:,  and  ought  to  excite 
great  fearchings  of  heart.  The  charader  before  us 
ftands  as  an  awful  admonition,  not  to  truft  in  any 
favourable  appearances  or  reputation  for  fan^ty. 
Even  in  a  facred  funftion,  with  admired  gifts,  and 
acknowledged  ufefulnefs,  we  may  a£l  as  traitors  to 
the  caufe  of  Chriil,  and  finally  peri(b.  Sooner  or 
later  the  diflfembler  with  God  will  be  detedcd,  and 
receive  his  juft  reward*     "  Every  plant,  which  our 

heavenly 
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heavenly  Father  hath  not  planted,  (hall  be  rooted 
up*.'*  Thus  alfo  the  Saviour  declares,  "Many: 
will  fay  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  Lord;  have  we  not 
prophefied  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  have  caft 
out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful 
works?  And  then  will  I  profefs  unto  them,  I  never 
knew  you  :  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity  f.'* 
Let  us  judge  ourfeives  ;  and  furrendtr  up  our  whole 
hearts  to  God,  "  without  partiality  and  without  hy-  • 
pocrify."  So  (hall  we  be  prefer ved  from  the  fatal 
apoftafy  of  Judas. 

Very  few  particulars  of  his  life  are  recortitfd  ;  but 
his  diftinguifeing  features  are  clearly  drawn.     From 
the  beginning,  he   feems    to  have  bten    under  the- 
influence  of  that  bafe  principle,  "  the  love  of  money." 
Probably,  he  aflumed  a  religious  profeflion  from  fe-t 
cular  views.     He  might  be  ftnick  with  the  miracles 
of  Jefus,  and  led  to  expetSl  confiderable  advantage 
from  the  fervice  of  a  Matter,  who  had  all  nature  at* 
his   command.      Or,   under  the  fuppofition  of  our 
Lord's  erecting  a  temporal  dominion,  his  grand  in- 
ducement might  be,  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  large- 
fhare  in  its  honours  and  emoluments.     A  poor  and 
fordid  motive  for  pretending  a  regard  to  the  Gofpel  l- 

Judas  was  intrufted  with  the  miniftry  of  the  word,< 
and  appointed  to  be  an  Apoftle,  by  Chrift  himfelf. , 
Nay,  he  appears  to  have  received  as  full  and  exten- 
five  a  commiilion,  as  the  other  eleven,  and  to  have 
been  furnifhed  with  the  fame  miraculous  powers.J. 
According  to  his  charge,  then,  we  may  conclude,. 
that  he  went  forth  to  preach  the  kingdom  of  God 
from  town  to  town,  and  teftified  of  that  falvation,- 
which  he  underftood  not'for  himfelf.  He  healed  all 
manner  of  ficknefs,  without  any  principle  of  bene-r 

♦  Matt.  XY   13.       f  Vii.  »2,  aj.      J  Matt,  x.  4.  Mar.  iii.  19.1    ..j 
LuJwTU  16,.,  ^ 
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volencc,  and  even  caft  out  devils,   while  he  himfclf 
rcmaincci  the  flave  of  Satan. 

!■  the  dcfignatiofi  of  Judas  to  this  facred  office^ 
our  Lord  was  not  impofcd  on*     He  «reU  underflood} 
M'hat  were  the  rnifcreant's  motives  and  purpofes,  and 
forefaw  the  whole  of  his  future  coiidudt-      It  may 
feem  wonderful  thereforCj  that  he  fhould  choofe  him. 
We  confefsj  thofe  arc  moft  awful  difpenfations,  by 
which  hypocrites  and  perfons  of  bafe  chara6:ers  are 
brought  forward  to  minifter  in  holy  things,  and  pof- 
fefs  power  in  the  Church.     Yet  thefc  cafes  evetf . 
where  occur,   and  the  Lord  does  not  prevent  them  s 
nay,  he  fo  orders  things  in  his  providence,  that  they 
muft  infalliblv  take  place.     He  does  not  influence 
any  man  to  do  wickedly ;  but,  though  he  continuedi 
holy,  he  is  pleafed  to  allow  finners  full  opportuni^ 
for   purfuing  and  accomplifliing  their  own  plans. 
Thus  he  dealt  with  Pharaoh,  king  of  Eg]|^t;  and; 
thus  he  deals  with  many,  who  are  of  the  worft  diC-^- 
pofition,  at  this  very  time.     He  raifes  them  to  fitusk- 
tions,  in  which  they  are  capable  of  doing  extenfive- 
mifchief,  difgracing,  oppofmg,  or  corrupting  the  Gol^  • 
pel,  which  they  profe(s  to  patronife  or  preach*    Yet 
wife  ends  are  anfwered :  the  extreme  depravity  of  bu<-  • 
man  nature  is  more  clearly  demonftrated,  die  faidi 
and  patience  of  the  faints  are  tried  and  improved>. 
and  God  himfelf  manifefts  both  his  forbearance .and» 
his  Juftice. 

Jefus  and  his  difciples,  in  their  various  femovaIs>^ 
had  one  common  ftock  for  their  fupport.     This  mo« 
ney  was  committed  to  Judas:    he  carried  the  bsg^s 
which  contained  chiefly  the  charitable  contribiuioiis  ^ 
of  others,  who  niiniftered  unto  them.     He  was  in* 
tnifted,  then,  with  the  fecular  afiairs  of  this  liefer 
houfhold,  and  bought  in  their  provifions.     It  wss 
not  much  which  they  poflSbfled;   yet  Judas  took  case . 
to  embezzle  fome thing  for  himfelf.     Probably)  be. 

had 
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had  fought  and  obtained  the  office,  with  a  view  of 
pradifing  his  difhonefty* 

Out  of  their  fmall  fund,  it  (hould  feem,  a  part  was 
defigned  for  the  poor.     But  Judas  made  his  advan- 
tage of  the  kind  intentions  of  his  Mafter  :    while  he. 
was  r^ady  to  fecond  every  propofal  of  relieving  the- 
neceffitous,  he  contrived  to  appropriate  the  alms  to- 
his  own  ufe.      Juft   before  the  laft  paffover,  whea 
Mary,   Lazarus's  fifter,   anointed   the  feet  of  her 
dear  Lord  with  coftly  perfumes,  out  of  the  warmth 
of  her  affedion,    Judas  raifed  the  objedion,    and 
complained  with  the  greatefl  vehemence,   **  Why- 
was  not  this  ointment  fold  for  three  hundred  pence^. 
and  given  to  the  poor*?**     We  might  have  con« 
eluded,  that  he  was  a  man  of  extreme  tendernefs  and< 
liberality :    but  this  was  a  bafe  pretence.     He  felt 
not  for   the  miferies   of  his  fellow-creatures ;    he 
wMhed  only  for  the  opportunity  of  fecuring  to  him- 
fdf  the  three  hundred  pence. 

Hypocrites  are  generally  very  cenforious,  and  for- 
ward to  condemn  the  fervour  of  zeal  as  extravagance. 
Many,  likewife,  gratify  their  own  penurious  difpo- 
fition,  while  they  allege  their  intentions  of  making 
a  referve  for  chariuble  purpofes.  They  would  be 
thought  companionate  and  kind,  and  .  yet  confull 
chiefly,  how  they  fliall  enrich  themfelves.  Alas! 
with  a  heart  enflaved  to  covetoufnefs,  it  is  difficult. 
to  be  ftridly  honeft.  The  ftrongeft  barriers  are 
infufitcient  to  reflrain  fuch  a  temper,  and  hetu:e  it  is,. 
^t  the  mod  facred  trufts  are  frequently  betrayed. 
Men  break  through  every,  folemn  obligation,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  paltry  fum  :  and  they  hoard  up  gold  and 
filver,  ^^-the  ruft  of  which  (hall  be  a  witneis  againft 
ibeni,  and  (hall  eat  their  flefb,.  as  it  were  fire  f." 

Let  not  that,,  therefore,  be  cenfured  as  a  finful  or 
oeedleft  expenfe,  which  is  laid  out  in  the  caufe  of 

♦  John  xii.  x-^    xiiU  %p        f  Jamw  t.  v 
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Chrift,  and  from  love  to  his  name.  We  plead  not, 
for  wafte  or  profufion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  incul- 
cate frugality,  with  the  view  of  promoting  a  more 
enlarged  benevolence.  Let  not  charity,  however,  be 
a  mere  pretence  :  let  it  appear  in  liberal  exertions»i* 
There  is  a  fenfe,  in  which  we  may  (dy  to  every  in- 
dividual among  us,  You  carry  the  bag,  and  are  in-' 
trufted  with  your  Lord's  money.  Prefume  not  to> 
fpend  the  whole  upon  yourfelves,  nor  yet  refufe  to. 
apply  it  to  the  proper  ufes.  Remember  the  injunc-- 
tion  of  your  Alaikr,  "  that  you  fhould  give  (omci- 
thing  for  the  poor*."  Ah  !  in  how  many  ways  maVf 
you  prove  unfaiihful  fte wards  !  Though  you  deleft 
robbery,  yet  are  there  no  juft  cL.ims,  which  you. 
withhold  ?  Or  do  you  not  refemble  the  traitor,  by 
a<5Ling  from  far  different  n^otives  in  fecret,  than  thofc. 
which  you  profefs  before  the  world  ? 

Judas,  probably,  praflifed  much  caution  and  rc^ 
ferve  in  his  behaviour,  that  he  might  conceal  his  real; 
charadlifr.  One  fin  may  prevent  or  countera£l  ano- 
ther. A  covetous  man,  merely  through  parfimonyf 
abftains  from  that  kind  of  fenfuality,  which  is  ex- 
penfive ;  and  a  hypocrite,  through  fear  of  dete£i:ion|. 
ftudies  to  avoid  open  and  grofs  immoralities.  Such 
an  one  muft  throw  off  the  ma(k,  before  he  can  af-' 
fociate  with  the  profligate  and  profane.  To  main-' 
tain  his  re{3utation  for  fan6lity,  he  will  conform  to 
many  religious  obfervances,  which  he  didikes,  and 
put  himfelf  under  painful  reftraints.  In  this  rc(pe& 
Judas  adled  his  part  fo  well,  that  he  eicaped  the 
fufpicion  of  his  brethren  the  Apoftles.  Alas !  wc 
apprehend,  that  feme  among  ourfelves  may  aiTume 
and  retain  the  garb  of  piety,  with  no  better  diffKK 
fition.  Yet  we  allow,  that  we  are  not  warranted  iff 
drawing  any  unfavourable  concluiions  againft  in- 
dividuals, in  whom  no  inconfiftency  appears.     Najit 

*  John  xHi.  29* 
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ve  Ihould  cherifli  the  moft  charitable  hopes  of  each 
>ther5  as  far  and  as  long  as  we  can.  But  though 
here  may  be  much  infinceri ty,  which  is  not  diico- 
Tred  among  men,  "  all  things  are  naked  and  opened 
into  the  eyes  of  Him,  with  whom  we  have  to  do*,'* 

Our  Lord,  beina*  perFeclly  aware  of  the  character 
vf  Judas,  more  than  once  deLribed  his  cafe,  re- 
>roved  him  for  his  baib  dcfign^,  and  warned  him  of 
lis  danger.  This  very  circumttance  aggravates  his 
^uilt ;  as  he  fmned  not  in  ignorance,  but  againft 
olemn  admonitions.  When  many  difciples  with- 
!rcw,  2nd  it  feemcd  dubious  whether  even  the 
\poules  would  remain,  Jefus  exclaimed,  "  Have 
lot  I  chofen  you  twelve,  and  one  of  you  is  a  devil  ?'* 
\nd  thi«,  the  Evangelift  oblerves,  he  fpakc  of  Judas' 
fcariot,  who  had  then,  probably,  formed  the  fchcmc 
rf"  betraying  his  Mafterf* 

At  the  laft  fupper,  when  Jefus  waOicd  the  feet  of  his 
lifciples,he  declared  inthehearingof  them  alj,  that  there 
vz^  one  of  unfound  charadler  in  their  company :  "  Yo 
ire  clean,'*  faid  he,  *'  but  not  all :   for  he  knew  who 
hould  betray  him  J."  And  again  he  afHrmed,  *'  I  fpealc^ 
lot  of  you  all;    I  know  whom  I  have  chofen  :    but' 
hat  thefcripture  may  be  fuliilled,  He  that  eateth  bread ' 
vith  me,  hath  lift  up  his  heel  againft  me."     Then, 
vith    expreflions  of  deep   diftrcfs,    he  repeated  the 
learning,  that  there  was  treachery  among  them,  and' 
hat  he  Ihould  foon  be  delivered  to  his  enemies  through 
he  bafe   perfidy   of  one,  who  fat  with   him  at  the 
able  §.     His  information  became  Itiil  more  particu- 
ar,  and  his  reference  to  Judas  too  clear  to  be  doubted. 
\t  the  fame  time,  he  added  a  tremendous  denuncia- 
ion    of  divine  vengeance  again  (I  the  wretch,   who 
hould  dare  to  perpetrate  fo  horrible  a  crime. 

•  Heb.  iv.  13.  f  John  vi.  70,  71.  J  xiii.  10,  11,  18.  §  Matt.' 
rxvi.  20—29.  Mir.  xiv.  17 — 2.5«  Luke  xxii.  14 — 23.  John  xiii. 
11—26. 
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Judas  was  not  ignorant  from  the  firft,  that  he  wa» 
the  perfon  meant ;  for  the  diabolical  plan  bad  been 
previoufly  laid,  and  he  waited  only  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  carry  it  into  efFed..  But  did  not  his  Lord's 
admonitions  terrify  and  confound  him?  Did  they 
not,  at  leaft,  divert  him  from  his  purpofe  ?.  Could 
he  be  fo  obdurate,  as  to  perfift  in  his  refolution,  and,, 
with  his  eyes  open,  rulh  on  to  everlafting  dcftrufiion? 
Ah !  what  defperate  hardnefs  of  heart ;  what  ex* 
treme  madnefs  was  here  !  The  traitor,  as  if  he. 
were  unmoved,  and  unconfcious  of  tbofe  defigns 
which  were  imputed  to  him,  daced  to  afk,  "  Matter,, 
is  it  I  i"  and  immediately  Jefus  replied,  that  he  was 
the  very  man.  Yet  even,  this,  it  fliould Xeem,  pro*^ 
duced  no  alt/oration.  '     . 

His  impious  cfFronterjr  will  appear  the  more  afto*- 
ni/bing,  if  we  allow,  what  is  highly  probable,  that 
Judas,  as  well  as  the  reft,  partook  of  the  Eucbarift,  ' 
or  the  folemn  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper  *.  But,, 
being  aware  of  the  extent  of  human  .deprayityt  .we 
ceafe  to  wonder  at  any  enocmity.  Rather,  we  are. 
amazed  at  the  forbearance  of  our  God, .  who  could, 
fulFer  one  of  fo  abandoned  a  difpofition  to  trifle  with, 
and  profane  his  moft  facred  inftitutibns.  Similar 
cafes  occur  among  ouifelves  :  noR  can.  they  he  en- 
tirely prevented  by  any  exertions  of  ecclefiamcal  dit 
cipline.  The  Lord  permits  hypocrites  to  proceed, 
to  fuch  lengths,  for  the  difplay  of  his  own.jufticc. 
in  the  final  iflue..  With  hearts  full  of  all  unrighte- 
oufnefs,  they  may  frequent  his  houfe  and  table:  but 
at  laft  they  will  have  to  render  an  awful  account  of 
thefe  their  religious  performances,,  and  **  receive  the 
greater  damnation  f  .'* 

If  they  be  plainly  warned  by  their  friends  or  mi-  . 
nifters,    this,    alfo,  will   aggravate  their  guilt,   and 
conflitute  a  heavy  charge  againft  them  at  the  day  of 

*  Sec  Luke  xxii.  zo,tu       f  Matt,  xslii.  14* . 

pdgmeot* 


JUDAS   ISCARIOT.  lit 

judgment.  O  that  they  would  liften  to  the  repre- 
fentations  and  entreaties  of  their  faithful  monitors ; 
that  they  would  paufe,  and  coniider  the  event,  and 
not  perievere  in  defiance  of  everlafting  perdition ! 
It  is  a  favourable  fign,  when  men  examine  themfelves, 
and  pray  earneftly  to  be  delivered  from  all  duplicity 
of  mind  and  perfidious  conduft.  Then  are  they  Icaft 
likely  to  fin  or  to  perifh  as  the  traitor  did. 
1  C/ur  Lord  having  frequently  declared  the  approach 
of  bis  own  death,  Judas  probably  began  to  fear,  that 
all  his  fchemes  and  expe<Sbitions  of  worldly  advance- 
ment would  be  defeated,  and  wiihed  to  obtain  the 
beft  compenfation  poflible  for  his  difappointnicnt. 
The  infitmous  wretch,  therefore,  entered  iiuo  a  con- 
tnSt  with  the  Jewifli  rulers,  to  betray  his  Mafter 
into  their  hands  for  a  trifiing  fum ;  and  firom  that 
time'he  fought  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  in  a  pri- 
vate manner  *•  It  is  faid,  that  he  was  inftigated  by 
the  Devil ;  but  this  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  any 
excufe.  Satan,  doubtlefs,  takes  advantage  of  our 
evil  inclinations ;  and  he  may  be  permitted  to  affift 
us  in  contriving  and  executing  our  projefk :  yet 
the  guilt  is  entirely  our  own.  As  it  was  Judas'* 
plan  and  defire  to  procure  money,  Satan  fuggefted 
this  method  of  gratifying  his  wiihes,  and  continued 
to  urge  him  to  it,  till  the  iniquitous  purpofe  was 
iccompliihed. 

After  the  folemn  admonitions  of  Chrifl-,  Judas, 
inftead  of  relenting,  gave  himfelf  up,  without  re« 
ferve,  to  the  influence  of  the  accurfed  fiend;  and, 
perhaps  indignant  on  being  fufpeftcd  and  difcovered, 
he  proceeded  immediately  to  perpetrate  his  bafe  de« 
fign  t»  According  to  the  plot,  which  had  been  laid, 
he  confented  to  condnfl  an  armed  band  of  ruffians, 
in  order  to  apprehend  his  Mafter  J.     He  knew  the 

^  Matt.  zzvi.  14 — 16.  Mar.  xiv.  io»  ii.  Luke  xxii.  3— 6* 
f  Tohn  xiii.  27—30.  J  Matt.  xxvi.  47— 5««  Mar.  xir.  43— 46^ 
I^ttkc  Mil.  47— 54*   John  xviii.  a— la.  -^ 
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garden,  ^vherd  Jcfus  had  been  accuftomed  to  retire 
lor  tit'vc^tion,  ami  where  he  himfelf^  probably,  had  fre-^ 
q'.'tnt.y  joined  vnt\\  him  in  prayer.  O  how  different 
ific  cv.i\^  fcr  which  he  now  repaired  to  GethfcmancI 
He  unciermok  to  be  a  guide  and  afliftaiit  to  thofe> 
who  were  filled  with  murderous  rage  againft  his  Lord* 
"With  this  intent  he  went  up  to  Jcfus,  and,  pretend- 
ing reverence  and  love,  faluted  him.  That  was  the 
a]>pointed  fiij;nal  for  feizing  him  :  and  thus,  by  the 
aid  of  a  pcrtidious  ApoftJe,  the  Saviour  was  betrayed 
into  the  hands  of  wicked  men  to  be  crucified  and 
flui;i. 

We  view  the  tranfaflion  with  amazement  and 
horror,  l^he-fm  of  the  traitor  is  marked  with  pe- 
culiar aggravations.  We  are  ready  to  afk.  Is  thi$ 
the  treatment,  which  the  benevolent  and  holy  Jefiia 
deferved  ?  Or  fhall  we  wonder  at  the  oppofition  of 
the  ignorant  and  openly  profane,  whcft  one  of  his 
tnoft  intimate  aflbciates  nfes  up  againft  hiqa  ?  Da 
not  the  former  profeffions  of  Judas,  and  the  facred 
fundion  he  fuftainecfj  render  his  condudk  the  more 
deteftablc?  Can  we  conceive  a  more  con fum mate 
hypocrite,  or  a  bafer  a6l:  of  treachery  ?  How  pun- 
gent the  reproof^  addrellcd  to  him,  "  Eetrayeft  thoi* 
the  Son  of  man  with  a  kifs  V  Convinced  as  thoit 
art  of  his  high  chara6i:er,  how  canft  thou  favour  the 
dcfigns  of  his  enemies  ?  Or  why  doft  thou  afliime 
the  mafk  of  friendfhip,  in  order  to  pradiifc  thy  vil- 
lany  ?  What  is  the  advantage  propofed  ?  Is  Jefus 
to  be  bartered  away  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver,  the 
price  of  a  common  Have  ?  And  is  eternal  life  to  be 
given  up  for  fo  mean  a  confideration? 

There  are  many  \vay«,  in  which  we  ourfelves  may 
a£l:  the  fame  diabolical  part.  While  we  pretend  a  high 
regard  for  Chrii^,  we  may  expofe  his  caufe  to  con-* 
tempt,  embolden  blafphemers  to  vent  their  impiety, 
and  even  teach  them  to  do  it  with  fuccefs.  Bui 
has  he  merited  fuch  a  return  for  all  his  kindnefs  i 
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Or,  fliall  we  fo  infult  him,  as  to  cry, "  Hail,  Maftcr/' 
at  the  very  time  when  we  entertain  the  bafeft  in- 
tentions againft  him?  What  have  we  found  in  his 
decided  advcrfaries,  which  fliould  induce  us  to  efpoufe 
and  promote  their  interefts?  Are  thefe  the  men, 
with  whom  we  would  affociatc,  and  whofe  hands  we 
would  ftrengthen  ?  Can  we,  then,  prove,  that  our 
former  profefled  principles  are  fall'e,  or  that  Jefus 
will  not  make  good  his  engagements  ?  Or  what 
emolument  do  we  expeft  from  the  oppofite  party  f 
Alas !  it  is  not  poffible,  that  they  (houJd  offer  any 
equivalent,  any  proper  compenfation  for  the  imnrenie 
kfe,  we  fliall  incur  by  our  perfidy. 
.  Judas,  perhaps,  confidered  not  what  would  follow. 
He  might  imagine,  that  his  Maftcr  would  efcape  out 
pf  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  as  he  had  done  before. 
But  be  that  as  it  may,  when  he  faw  him  condemned^ 
and  about  to  be  nailed  to  the  crofs,  his  confci- 
ence  was  alarmed,  and  he  felt  inexpreffible  horror 
for  the  atrocious  deed  which  he  had  committed  *, 
Ah  !  what  would  he  then  have  given,  to  have  re- 
voked his  bargain  ?  What  comfort  did  he  recv^ive 
from  the  thirty  piecrs  of  filver,  the  wages  of  his  un- 
righteoufnefs  ?  He  could  not  bear  to  retain  the 
money  m  his  pofl'eflion,  but  immediately  reftored  it 
to  the  Jewifh  rulers,  declarinoj  his  heinous  guilt,  and 
the  anguifh  of  his  foul,  for  delivering  up  an  inno- 
cent perfon  to  fall  by  their  violence. 

And  did  not  thofe  furious  perfecutors  relent,  when 
they  heard  fo  ftriicing  a  confcflion  ?  Did  they  not 
tremble 'for  themfelves,  and  endeavour  to  refcue  the 
hdy  fufFerer  ?  No  :  they  remained  obdurate.  But 
the  traitor,^  unable  to  fupport  himielf  under  the  con- 
vidlions  and  -terrors  of  his  mind,  caft  down  before 
them  the  bribe  which  he  had  accepted,  and  inftantly 
fled  away,  that  he  might  put  an  end  to  his  wretcied 
life.  "  He  went  and  hanged  himfelf."  Probably, 
the  place  which  he  chofe  for  his  own  execution^  via.*^ 

♦  Matt,  xxvii.  3—10. 
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on  a  precipice,  and  th--  rope,  by  which  be  was  fuC* 
pended,  iii'ied  :  for  *'  falli  g  headlong,  he  burft  afun- 
dcr  in  the  midil,  anJ  all  his  bo  a  eh  gufhed  out*." 
Thus  it  ftiouiJ  ilvm,  he  lay  a  miferablc  fpe<Ehcle, 
and  a  public  moiMiiiient  of  God's  vengeance;  as  the 
fdQ  .xcict'J  ginci il  notice  at  Jerufalem* 

V  }iu  Mi  i^potniniojs  and  lamentable  death  fi>r  t 
folio  IT  .l:  1  Apoftle  of  Chrift  1  How  foolifh,  as  wcU 
as  wii.kcA  tic  expedient,  by  which  he  attempted  to 
releafe  hini.cU  from  his  acute  anguifh!  He  went  ^  to 
his  own  place  f ,"  the  place,  for  which  alone  he  was 
fitted  by  his  difpofition  and  condudi,  where  his  ac- 
cufing  conference  will  continue  to  torment  him  with 
inconceivably  great  and  uninterrupted  horrorS)  and 
where  he  wiJ  be  exhibited  as  an  example  of  divine 
juflicc  for  ever.  ^^  It  had  been  good  for  that  man, 
if  he  had  not  been  born." 

But  is  it  not  fuid,  that  be  repented  ?  Yes  ;  on  feme 
accounts  he  \^  as  forry  for  what  he  bad  done.  Shocked 
with  the  dread  of  confequences,  he  madeconfeffion  of 
his  guilt,  and  reftored  his  impious  gain.  But  he 
pofTeiFed  not  that  "  godly  forrow,"  which  •*  worketh 
repentance  to  falvation  not  to  be  repented  of  J.*'  He 
dlfco\cred  no  proper  humiliation;  he  offered  up  no 
petition  for  mercy.  Under  extreme  mifery,  his  heart 
remained  full  of  vile  aiTcdlions  and  rebellion  againft 
Cod :  and  this  v  ill  be  the  cafe  of  every  one,  who 
*'  fuffern  ihc  ^  engcance  of  eternal  fire."  The  man- 
ner of  his  derJh  proved,  that  he  was  not  a  penitent : 
he  died  in  cIk-  ri^uul  commii&on  of  fin,  and  of  that 
fin,  which,  from  its  nature,  excludes  repentance. 
He  died  as  a  ni'jrderer ;  "  and  ye  know  that  no  mur- 
derer hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him§." 

Frota  fuch  a  precedent,  will  any  undertake  to 
plead  for  filicide?  We  obferve,  that  Satan  generally 
tempts  men,  who  are  a  burden  and  terror  to  them- 

'  ACkI  1.  it,  19.    1 1.  25.    X  2  Cor.  ▼]!•  JO.    §  I  JohjD  iii.  15. 

fclve?^ 
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,  to  feck  relief  by  this  expedient.    We  therefore 

thein  to  confider,  whither  it  will  lead.  You 
to  fly  from  prefent  pain ;  but  you  are  rufliing 
that,  which  is  infinitely  more  intolerable  and 
il.  This  the  Devil  tries  to  conceal,  or  perfuades 
o  dilbelieve,  till  your  ruin  be  unavoidable  and 
lilefs.  O  liftcn  not  to  his  fuggeftions ;  for  "  he 
liar  1"  O  lift  not  up  againft  yourfelves  the  hand 
dlence,  which  would  render  your  falvation  im« 
lie!  Cry  to  God  with  inceflant  importunity,  that 
ould  extend  his  mercy,  and  communicate  peace 
4ir  fouls.  Though  you  fear  it  is  too  late,  we 
d  encourage  your  application :   many,    whofe 

feemed  de^erate  as  your's,  have  obtained  for- 
lefs  and  comfort.     Only  confent  to  make  th« 

and  wait  upon  the  Lord.  At  any  rate,  dare  not 
editate  your  own  deftru£licn  :  furely  it  will  be 

enough  to  enter  upon  a  ftate  of  never-ending 
ent,  when  God  himfelf  ihall  give  you  the  fum« 
I. 

hat  we  nfay  be  impreffed  with  an  abhorrence  of 
rting  from  die  faith,  let  us  contemplate,  more 
itely,  the  tremendous  confequences  of  the  apoftafy 
tdas. 

He  involved  the  faithful  difciples  of  Jcfus  indccp 
i($.  Thofc,  who  bad  "been  attached  to  the  Gof- 
woidd  be  ready  to  fufpe^fl  the  truth  of  their  own 
:iple%  when  they  obferved  a  zealous  preacher 
ly  renounce  them,  and  even  fell  his  Matter  to  his 
lies,  *'  for  filthy  lucre's. fake,"  This  circumllance, 
ably,  ftaggered  the  A  potties  themfelves,  and  in- 
ed  their  confufion,  when  they  all  forfook  their 
1.  You,  who  love  the  Saviour,  cannot  but 
re  more  than  for  any  temporal  calamities,  for  fuch 
aces  as  this.  You  lament,  that  the  Saviour  is 
ounded  in'  the  houfe  of  his  friends.'*     You  be- 

the  perfons,  who  thus  **  draw  back  unto  perdi- 
''  and  in  whom  all  your  fond  hopes  are  difa^- 
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pointed.  You  are  rendy  to  fear,  that  the  work  of 
God  will  cofiic  to  nought,  and  "  the  armies  of  the 
aliens"  prevail.     Pt:rhaj»i;,  you  tremble  under  an  ap- 

Erehenfion,  that  yr.u  ycurftlve'^,  alfo,  in  fonie  evil 
our  Of  temptation,  Ihall  •"'  fajl  after  the  fame  exam- 
ple of  unbelief."  But  we  entreat  you  to  conipaie 
your  mind?.  God  will  plead  his  own  caufc,  and  vin- 
dicate hi:>  honour.  Pie  is  faithful,  and  therefore  yoa 
are  fecure  in  hi^  Covenant.  He  will  not  fuffer  any 
real  believer  to  depart  and  pcriih,. as  Judas  did.  Thefc 
cafes,  we  u' low,  are  painfrJ,  but  they  ought  not  to 
.fhake  your  firm  riffs  or  your  hopes.  We  are  fore- 
warned of  them  in  the  fcriptures :  even  the  trea-  , 
.chery  of  Judas  was  no  other  than  a  completion  of  fcve- 
.ral  cxprtfs  predicyKjns.  "  It  niufl:  ^needs  be,  that 
oflenccs  coniC;  but  wo  to  tliat  man,  by  whom  die 
.ofFence  comcth*." 

2»  He  afforded  the  enemies  of  Jefus  caufe  of  tri-    I 
umph.     Long  hi'd  they  reprefented  the  Saviour  as  a 
decjivcr ;   and,    probably,    they  were  confirmed  in    , 
that  opinion  by  the  conduct  of  Judas.     It  might  then 
.be  aflerled,   uith  fomc'  plaufibility,  that  the  cheat  was 
.dilcovercd,  (ince  one  or  the  preachers   of  this  new 
rc]iki.ion  hrfd  forf.  ken  it,  and  come  over  to   their  in- 
jteiefi.  .  Thus  it  i^  now.     Apolhitcs  bring  the  Gof- 
.pcl  into  contempt,  and  iacrcaie  the  prejudice  and  ob- 
.duracy  of  infidels.     The  Lord,   in  righteous  judg- 
ment, permits  fuch  occurra;ces,  as  furnifti  men  with 
a  pretext  f t  r  opp:>\:-.g   that  truth,  which  they  hate.    ' 
They  exclaim,  ti-ercfoie,  ''  The  whole  fyftem  is  a   ^ 
delhiion  :  ihttre  can  he  no  real  value,  at  leaft,  in  thofc 
•  principivTS,  vAt.rh  fo  many,  after  long  trial,  have  re- 
noLiLcco.     It  iiiould  {.v.v.y  that  the  moft  zealo.us  ad- 
vccate^    f  r  the  t.nih  are  ;.li  actuated  by  (Iniftef  mo- 
tives, fmce  .onie  of  rh  :r  company  have  betrayed  their 
. nil fo'j rdr:  ;'«i :  we-  may  judge  of  the  reft  from  thcfc 
.ipeciiucnb." 

*  MiLit.  xvlii.  7. 

Via 
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Will  you  hear,'  what  may  be  faid  in  reply  ?  Afk 
thofe  very  perfons,  who  have  deferted  Chriftianity, 
afk  them  ferioufly,  Who  are  in  the  right  i  In  gene- 
ral, they  are  conftrained  to  bear  a  decifive  teftimonjr 
in  favour  of  that  religion,  which  they  have  relix^- 

Juiflied,  and  to  condemn  themfelves.  This  Judas  did. 
lany,  alfo,  like  him,  have  fhewn  the  greateft  horrors 
for  their  fin,  and  perifhed  miferably.  Their  cafe, 
tberefore,  loudly  proclaims  the  folly  and  madnefs  of 
forfaking  the  ways  of  God.  That  fome,  that  num-  ,^ 
bers  of  thofe,  who  profefs  the  faith,  have  never  fell 
its  influence,  we  confefs  and  lament.  But  ftill  *'  tht 
foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure."  If,  indeed,  it  bt 
£iir  to  judge  of  a  whole  fociety  from  certain  indivi- 
duals,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  fincerity  in  the  world* 
Then  all  the  Apoftles  were  vile  impoftors ;  and  Judas 
a6bed  the  moft  honeft  part,  when  he  threw  off  the 
mafk.  But  this,  we  fuppofe,  will  not  be  afferted. 
Let  us  view  the  apoftate  once  more,  and  obfcrve 
3.  He  brought  upon  himfcif  aggravated  mifery  and 
ruin.  Wc  have  feen,  that  he  received  no  comfort 
from  the  money,  which  he  fo  eagerly  defired. 
"  Riches  proSt  not  in  the  day  of  wrath*:"  when 
procured  by  unrighteoufneff?,  they  frequently  fill  the 
minds  of  their  pofleflbrs,  even  in  this  life,  with  an- 
guifh  and  difmay.  Thus,  alfo.  Saint  Paul  teftified, 
**  The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil :  which 
while  fome  coveted  after,  they  have  erred  from  the 
faith,  and  pierced  themfelves  through  with  many  for- 
rowsf."  In  various  ways  God  can  alHift  and  puniflx 
finners,  while  he  fuffers  them  to  accompli(h  their 
wiflies.  He  can  render  them  fo  much  a  terror  to 
themfelves,  that  they  fhall  "  choo(e  ftrangling,  and 
death  rather  than  lifet,"  But  the  moft  tremendous 
difplay  of  his  juftice,  in  the  perdition  of  ungodly 
men,  is  referved  for  another  world,  where  they  (hall 

•  Prov.  Ku  4.     f  I  Tim.-  vi.  xo,    J  Job  vii.  15, 

Vol.  iV.  L  itcdi^ 
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receive,  in  f x  .(5t  proportion,  "  according 
^jvork?/*  Tlitre  fliijii  cvtry  vile  apoftate,  a 
treachcrcus  Juffa^  bed  flinguiflicd  by  ptculi 
of  indignation  ;  for  no  guilt  can  be  fo  hi 
thcir's. 

Do  not  til  efe  con  fide  ratio  n<t  alarm  our  fear 
kt  us  watch  and  pray:  and  efp<*riallv  l^t  u 
of  thofc  fnartf  J  by  which  others  have  f^flenp 
be  ferious  and  upright,  renouncing  t^vtry  C3 
tivfi  in  our  tranf^if^ion^  with  God,  *'  A 
minded  man  is  unftiJhIe  in  alt  his  ways*,"  [ 
ing  hold  of  the  Covenant  in  Je^us  Chrifl:,  an 
at  the  divine  glory  with  finglenefs  of  eye, 
perfevere  in  rightenufnefs,  and  be  '^  kept^by  tl 
ef  God  through  faith  unto  falvationf/' "  Ai: 

•  Jatnei  L  8.         f  i  Pet  U  Jp 


SAINT     PETER, 
c  H  A  p.    y. 

SECT.  I. 

afijhermait,  brought  to  Jefut  by  his  brother  An 
ih^took  a  miraculous  draught  of  fijhes^^appointei 
fpojile^-^walked  on  the  fea^-^confejfid  Cbriji-^one 
is  moji  favoured  and  zealous  attendants^^warned 
he  lajlfupper-^fkpt  in  Gethfefnane-^def ended  hit 
fler—forfook  and  denied  him^^repented^-^had  an 
rview  with  J^fus  after  the  refurreStion. 

rREAT  variety  of  natural  difpofitions  ap- 
even  among  thofe,   who  poflefs  the  grace  of 

Each  man's  peculiar  temper  gives  a  caft  to  his 
us  condud):,  and,  while  it  diftinguifhes  him  from 
,  expofes  him  to  peculiar  fnares  and  tempta- 

Thofe  of  lively  afFeftions  are  apt  to  be  un- 
:d  and  precipitate,  and  frequently  ofFend  through 
eet  and  unfeafonable  exertions  of  zeal.  But 
Im  and  fedate,  however  they  may  deliberate  and 
wifely,  often  want  the  fervour,  courage,  and 
y,  which  are  neceflary  for  difficult  undertakings 
rtenfive  ufefulnefs. 

2  hiftory,  now  propofed  to  our  confideradons 
fince  the  propriety  of  thefe  remarks.      Of  all 
-fons,  who  accompanied  our  Lord,  none  appears 
confpicuous  than  Saint  Peter.      He  has  been  . 
the  prince  of  the  Apoftles,  and  not  improperly, 

generally  ftood  forth  as  their  leader  in  every 
lion.      The  excellence  of  his  charaiftcr,  to 

Jcfus  himfelf  gave  the  ftrongeft  2Ltte^t\otvH 
&  our  cUceau     We  mufk  mnurt  Yiu  >n^x«i 
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Btuchmcnt  to  his  Mafler,  his  Oddity,  fortitude,  and 
vignur.  Yet  wc  allow  that  he  had  failingSi  ^  on 
one  melancholy  occafion  was  betrayed  into  very  dif- 
honourablc  conduct.  He  was  ni;turally  faitgutne^  bold, 
and  confident ;  and,  through  the  influence  of  thishii 
prevailing  temper,  he  romctimes  appeared  forward, 
rafl),  and  prefumptnous*  We  do  not  attempt  tojufti- 
fy  or  palliate  the  faults  of  pious  perfons  J  but  we 
otjght  not  to  be  vehement  in  our  cenfures-  Let  not 
the  carelefs  and  the  indolent,  who  loudly  condema 
the  imprudence  of  fome  lively  ChriAims,  flatter tbem" 
felves  that  their  caution  and  inadivity  are  more  pkaf- 
ing  to  God,  than  the  honcft  warmth  of  thofe,  who> 
like  Peter,  may  occafionally  over-a^ft  their  part.  The 
latter  may  be  often  wrong,  but  the  former,  being  def- 
titute  of  love  and  zealj  are  never  right.  It  is  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  regard  the  Saviour,  not  wkh  iniif* 
ference,  but  with  a  fervency  of  afFeflion,  and  on 
every  futtable  opportunity  to  exert  dl  our  abilities  for 
promoting  his  giory, 

Peter  was  an  inhabitant  of  Bethfaida  in  Galilw, 
where,  though  Jefus  preached  often  and  performed 
many  miracles,  the  Gofpel  was  generally  rejcfttd. 
Here  he  carried  on  the  mean  and  laborious  occupa- 
tion of  a  fifberman,  for  which  the  place  was  conveni- 
ently fituated.  His  low  rank  and  education,  perhap^i 
rendered  him  infignificant,  if  not  contemptible,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  but  he  obtained  favour  with  God, 
and  an  honourable  diftinftion  in  the  Church,  The  ■ 
Lord  feeth  not  as  man  feeth  :  He  often  pafles  by  the 
great,  the  noble,  and  the  learned,  and,  to  accomplifli 
his  purpofes,  ftle6ls  fuch  inftruments,  as  are  thought 
weak  and  unfit  for  the  work.  He  choofes  an  Apoftle 
for  the  publication  of  his  rich  mercy,  not  from  the 
courtiers  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  or  the  philofophers 
of  Athens,  but  from  the  poor  fifliermen  of  Betbiaida. 
By  fuch  a  difpenfation  He  exhibits  both  his  power 
and  his  grace,  and  proves^  *^  that  no  flelh  (bould 
glory  in  his  prcfencc." 
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Peter  was  the  brother  of  Andrew,  and  probably,  like 
fcim,  had  been  a  difciple  of  John  the  Baptift,  before  his 
acquaintance  with  Jefus  *.  Andrew  no  fooner  obtained 
Ae  knowledge  of  the  Saviour,  than  he  conJuifted  Peter 
to  him.     How  many  have  reafon  to  thank  God  for 
tbeir  pious  friends,  whofe  converfation,  in{lru6Hon5, 
and  exhortations  have  brought  them  into  the  way  of 
peace  and  righteoufnefs  !  Let  us  look  with  compaflion 
on    the   fouls  of  our  aflbciates  and  relatives,  recom- 
mend the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  to  their  acceptance,  and 
labour  afSduoufly  for.  their  fpiritual  welfare.     Jefus 
received  the  new  convert  with  kindnefs,  and  fhewed 
by  his  addrefs  that  he  was  not  ignorant  of  him  though 
a  ftranger.     He  alfo  intimated  a  defign  of  taking  him 
into  his  fervic?,  by  giving  him  a  new  name,  expref- 
five  of  peculiar  firmnefs  and  fteadfaftnefs.     He  faid, 
**  Xhou  art  Simon,"  (fuch  being  his  former  appsUa- 
tion)  '*  the  fon  of  Jona:  thou  (halt  be  called  Ciphas, 
which  is  by  nterpretation,  a  ftone,*'  or  rather,  "  a 
rock,**  for  this  is  the  proper  fignification  of  Peter. 
It  is  probable,  that  St.  Peter  continued  with  our 
Lord  for  fome  time,  and  then,  returning  for  a  feafon 
to  his  old  employment,  dwelt  at  Capernaum.    There 
we  find  that  Jefus  went  into  his  houfe,  and  miracu- 
loufly  healed  his  wife's  mother  of  a  fever  f^     There, 
alfo,  Jefus  met  with  him  following  hi »  occupation^ 
entered  into  his  (hip,  and  dire£led  him  to  cad  his 
net  into  the  feaj.      Jfe  had  laboured  all  the  night 
without  fuccefs ;  but  now,  at  one  draught,  he  took 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  fifhes.     This  was  evidently 
defigned  as  an  omen  for  good,  and  an  encouragement 
to  venture  upon  his  Matter's  fervipe  with  the  greater 
confidence.     The  fadl  fo  plainly  afcertained  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Saviour,  that  Peter  was  overwhelmed  with    .  i 
reverential  awe,  knowing  himfelf  unworthy  to  ftand      | 
before  this  holy  and  exalted  Pcrfonage  ;  and  therefore,      ■ 
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vith  deepcft  abafement,  he  cried  out,  "  Depart  from 
me,  for  I  am  a  finful  mar),  O  Lord."  If  wc  have 
formed  proper  concrpions  of  the  divine  purity,  wc 
fliall  not  i^cndcr  at  the  fear  and  confufion  here  cx- 
prtiTod.  The  mfll  cxcelKiit  men  have,  in  like  man- 
rtTy  confi  ffcd  thcmlch  es  unfit  to  appear  in  the  pre- 
fcncc  of  God,  and,  \^h':n  favoured  with  his  ncareft 
approathtrs  and  cieait-n:  rcvei.ition?,  declared  the 
Itrc.'Mgeft  iiblu>ircnce  cf  themrolvts. 

J^ut  Jeilis  immciiirtely  repUed  with  words  of  com- 
fort to  liis  tHMiiblln;^  fcrvant,  and  reminded  him,  that 
he  mu'l  prepare  for  nobler  employment,  and  from 
that  time  be  occupied  with  rcmarlcable  fuccefs  in 
catching  men.  The  call  v.cnt  to  his  heart  with  ir- 
refillible  envrgy :  he  did  nut  then  want  any  further 
inducL^mcf^t  to  bvCMiie  a  llaicd  follower  of  his  Lord, 
tvery  v.crldly  cf'nlideraiion  gave  v^ay  to  higher  mo* 
tives :  "  he  forfook  all,"  his  fifties,  nets,  veffels, 
friends,  and  relations,  that  he  might  devote  himfcif  to 
the  work  of  the  miniftry. 

Soon  afterwards  he  was  appointed  to  the  Apofiolic 
office,  and  fent  out,  with  eleven  others,  to  preach 
the  Gofpel,  and  confirm  its  dodlrines  by  miraculous 
operations  *.  Whenever  the  twelve  are  enumerated 
in  the  New  Tcftament,  Peter's  name  ftands  in  the 
front.  He  was  amoii^  the  firil,  who  were  taken  into 
Chrift's  fervice,  and  always  diftinguifljed  himfelf  by 
his  zeal  and  aflivity.  But,  though  we  allow  apecu* 
liar  excellency  in  his  charader,  we  cannot  favour  the 
conclufion,  that  he  polfeffed  authority  over  the  reft. 
There  is  no  appearance  in  the  facred  biftory  of  any 
fuch  fupremacy  or  infallibility,  as  the  Church  of 
Rome  afcribes  to  him".  No  fuperiority  of  this  kind 
was  ever  granted  by  the  Saviour,  demanded  by  Peter, 
or  acknowledged  by  his  brethren  f.     Tbc  arrogant 
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claims,  therefore,  of  his  pretended  fucceflbrs,  the 
great  Bilhops  of  Rome,  are  abfurd  and  impious. 
They  have  no  foundation  in  the  icriptures,  and  pro- 
duce very  mifchievous  effects.  But,  waving  the  con- 
fideration  of  tbofe  errors,  we  {bould  pray  that  all  the 
preachers  of  the  Gofpel  may  obtain  a  mi.-afure  of  the 
£une  grace,  and  manifeil  the  fame  h®ly  principles,  by 
which  St.  Peter  was  influenced.  So  ihall  no  refpedt 
to  their  intereft,  reputation,  or  conneitions  in  life 
preveat  them  from  promoting,  to  thi  uttermoft,  the 
caufe  ofChrift  and  the  enlargement  of  his  kingdom. 
.  We  obferve  Peter's  conftant  attachment  to  his 
Mafter,  andreadinefs  to  profefs  that  regard.  On  one. 
€Ccaiion,  when  he  fav  Jefus  walking  upon  the  tern- 
peftuous  fea  in  the  night,  at  firft  he  was  intimidated, 
as  well  as  his  companions ;  but  afterward,  hearing 
tixe  gracious  voice  of  his  Lord,  he  cried  out,  '*  Lord,. 
if  it  be  thou,  bid  me  come  unto  thee  on  the  water  *.'* 
This  addrefs,  evidently,  proceeded. from  faith  and  love, 
and  yet  betrayed  much  fbrwardnefs  and  felf-confidence. 
To  check  thefe  wrong  principles,  by  giving  him  a. 
painful  proof  of  his  weaknefs,  which  he  was  little 
aware  of,  Jefus  permitted  him  to  venture  upon  the 
deep. 

We  behold  Peter,  then,  upheld  by  a  divine  power,  . 
treading  on  the  boifterous  waves,  as  on  dry  ground. 
But  at  length,  when  he  attended  to  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  not  retaining,  as  he  fhould  have  done,  his  de« 
pendence  on  the  Lord,  his  courage  drooped,  and  hia 
body  began  to  fink.  He  expe<3:ed  nothing  but  imme- 
diate deftruction,  and  exclaimed  in  great  anguiih, 
**  Lord,  (ave  me."  This  occurrence,  which  was  an 
awful  prefage  of  what  he  afterwards  experienced,, 
fliould  have  taught  him  more  diffidence  and  meeknefs 
of  fpirit*  Jefus  immediately  afforded  him  the  neceflary 
affiAance,  caught  him  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  being  . 

*  Matt.  ziv.  22*— 33* 
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overwhelmed,  and  condufted  him  fafely  to  the  (hip. 
At  the  fame  time  he  fharply  reproved  him  for  his  un- 
belief, through  which  his  attempt  had  failed:  "  01 
thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didft  thou  doubt?*' 
Alas  !  how  often  have  we  been  fruftrated  in  our  good 
defigns,  on  the  very  fame  account !  For  a  feafon,  per- 
haps, vi^e  feemcd  as  if  we  could  truft  the  Lord ;  but, 
wlien  we  took  off  our  eye  from  him,  and  thought  of 
our  dangerous  fituation,  our  fears  prevailed,  and,  if 
Jefus  had  not  refcued  us,  we  mufl  have  utterly  pc- 
riflied. 

On  another  occafion,  when  many  difciples  forfook 
the  Saviour,  and  the  Apoftles  themfelves  appeared 
ready  to  depart,  Peter,  with  his  ufual  fervour,  profcffcd 
his  firm  regard  anci  uuihaken  refolution  not  to  defert  his 
Mafler  *.  *^  lyord,"  faiJ  he,  '^  to  whom  (hall  we  gof 
Thou  haft  the  words  cf  eternal  life  ;  and  we  believej 
and  are  fure,  thac  ihou  art  that  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the 
living  God."  This  was  indeed  an  evidence  of  the 
fincenty  of  his  faith,  and  the  v/armth  of  his  affeftion. 
With  fuch  views  of  the  Saviour,  we  alfo  (hall  adhere 
to  him,  and  abhor  the  propofal  of  feeking  any  other 
refuge.  If  our  fouls  are  eftablifhcd  in  a  full  perfua- 
fion,  that  he  alone  can  give  us  peace  and  everlafting 
happinefs,  then  we  fhall  be  willing  to  perfevere 
through  every  difficulty  and  danger  in  his  fervice. 

Jefus  enquiring  of  his  difciples,  what  opinions 
were  formed  concerning  him,  St.  Peter  ftood  forth, 
and^  made  that  noble  confeffion,  "  Thou  art  the 
Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  living  God  f."  His  Matter, 
in  reply,  pronounced  him  truly  blefled,  as  having  ob- 
tained this  clear  knowledge  and  ftrong  confidence, 
not  by  any  peculiar  difcernment  of  his  own,  or  infor- 
mation from  others,  not  by  any  human  abilities  or 
afliftance,  but  by  the  diftinguiming  grace  of  God 
and  illumination  of  his  Spirit.     Jefus  added,  in  very 

♦  John  vh  6^—69.        f  Matt.  xyi.  13-^19. 
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kable  terms,  that  Peter,  as  his  iignificant  name 
i,  fhould  be  ufed  as  a  *'  Rock,"  and  that  on 
IS  one  of  its  main  fupports,  fhould  be  builc  the 
IS  edifice  of 'the  Church,  which,  however  op- 
by  Satan  and  his  agents,  fhould  continue  to 
id  fland  firm  and  impregnable  againft  the  mbft 
:  affaults  *.  He  declared  further^  that  he  fhould 
t  this  favoured  Apoftle  to  be  a  principal  officer 
kingdom  of  grace,  and  deliver  its  keys  into  his 
as  an  emblem  of  authority  committed  to  him 
adminiftration  of  its  affairs.  But,  with  what- 
►owers  Pecer  was  invefted,  he  poffeflld  them 
I  common  with  his  brethren,  as  they  alfo  after- 
received  a  commiifion  of  the  fame  extent  f. 
•  grocind  can  the  tyrannical  ufurpations  of  tke 
of  Rome  be  juflified,  from  the  grant  here  given 
:er;  fince  they  cannot  prove  their  fucceffion 
iiim,  or  their  right,  in  confequence  of  that 
i  fucceffion,  to  abfolve  and  to  condemn,  as  they 
le  to  do. 

,  waving  that  unprofitable  controverfy,  Jpt  us 
:  in  the  fecurity  of  the  Church  under  the  care  of 
It  will  be  oppofed  by  flrong  and  malicious 
iries  :  but  He  has  engaged  for  its  protedlion  aijd 
uance.  Do  we,  as  living  flones,  conflitute  a 
F  this  fpiritual  building  i  Then  we  fhall  firmly 

Qe  fuppofe,  that  Jefiis  intended  to  point  out  himfelf  as  the 
and  it  is  allowed,  that  He  is  the  only  fure  foundation,  on 
is  Church  can  reft,  i  Cor.  iii.  11.  Others  underftand,  that 
effion  of  faith,  which  St.  Peter  here  made,  is  the  Rock  re-  . 
•,  fince  the  profperity  and  even  the  cxiftence  of  the  Church. 
m  the  do^rines,  included  in  that  confeilion.  But  the  con- 
of  the  paflTage  does  not  feem  to  be  wcl!  pieferved  by  either  of 
ifes  ;  and  the  Author  conceives,  that  there  is  no  more  impro- 
I  confidering  Peter  as  a  fupport  of  the  Church,  than  in  repre- 
ihe  Apoftles  and  Prophets  as  the  foundation,  on  which  it  is 
>h*  ii.  20.  Rev.  xxi.  14.  Such  an  interpretation  derogates  not 
c  honour  of  Chriftj  nor  can  it  favour  the  popiih -notion  of 
!u{»remacy. 

f'Johnxjc.  23i 
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refift  every  attack.  Can  wc  adopt  Peter's  confcffion> 
with  a  full  convid^lon  of  its  truth  ?  And  is  thatcon- 
vii5iioa  produced,  in  confequencc  of  divine  light  com- 
municated to  the  mind  ?  O  how  great  the  privilege 
and  bleflednefs,  thus  to  be  acquainted  with  the  cha- 
rafter  and  falvation  of  Jefus ! 

Soon  afterwards  the  Apoftle  received  a  (harp  repre* 
henfion.  Perhaps,  elated  by  thefe  Angular  declara- 
tions in  his  favour,  and  ftill  entertaining  ideas  of  a 
temporal  kingdom,  he  could  not  bear  to  hear  his 
Mafter  foretel  the  paffion  then  approaching,  and  even 
dared  to  cenfure  him  on  that  account :  he  faid,  "  Be 
It  far  from* thee.  Lord ;  this  (hall  not  be  unto  thee*." 
The  addrefs  was  in  every  refpecl  unfuitable :  it  ex- 
preffed  great  ignorance  and  prefumption  ;  and  there- 
fore he  was  rebuked  for  it  with  an  unufual  feverity. 
Jefus  perceived  by  what  wrong  afFefKons  his  fervant 
was  aftuated,  and,  it  fliould  feem,  he  felt  the  fug- 
geftion  as  a  temptation  to  himfelf :  he  replied,  *'  Get 
thee  behind  me,  Satan:  thou  art  an  offence  unto  me: 
for  ttipu  favoureft  not  the  things  that  be  of  God, 
but  thofe  that  be  of  men."  Alas!  how  eafily  may 
fuch,  as  are  moft  exalted  in  grace,  be  turned  afidc  by 
'  a  depraved  nature,  and  both  fpeak  and  aft  under  the 
influence  of  carnal  principles,  by  which,  in  efFeft,  they 
promote  the  purpofes  of  Satan  !  Let  us  enquire.  Do 
not  we,  like  Peter,  objeft  to  the  crofs,  and,  as  if  we 
had  loll  our  fpiritual  tafte,  lay  our  plans  for  worldly 
advancement,  through  covetoufnefs  or  ambition? 
Do  we  not  (hew,  on  fome  occafions  at  leafl,  that  wc 
do  not  perfeftly  underftand  or  comply  with  the  hum- 
bling and  felf-denying  fcheme  of  the  Gofpel  ?  Ah ! 
what  are  we  then  doing,  but  taking  part  with  the 
Devil,  and  oppofmg  the  defigns  of  Jefus? 

St.  Peter  was  not  only  a  companion  of  Chrift,  to- 
gether with  the  other  Apoflles,  but  numbered  among 

*  Matt.xvi.2x<*-'a3» 
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his  mod  intimate  friends,  and  intruded  with  the  moft 
unreferved  communications  of  his  mind  and  counfel. 
He  was  one  of  the  favoured  three,  who  faw  the  Sa- 
viour transfigured  on  the  mount ;  when  he,  in  parti- 
cular, exprefled  a  rapturous  delight  in  the  vifion  and 
the  fociety  there  aflembled.  He  cried  out  in  his  ec- 
fcify,  "  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here :  if  thou 
wilt,  let  us  rtiake  here  three  tabernacles,  one  for  thee, 
and  one  for  Mofes,  and  one  for  Elias*."  This  ho- 
nour he  never  forgot :  many  years  afterward,  and  not 
Jong  before  his  death,  he  attefted  the  fa(St,  and  infifted 
on  it  as  a  convincing  proof,  that  he  had  ^  not  followed 
cunningly  devifed  fables  f."  We  do  not  look  for 
fuch  revelations  of  Chrift:  but  his  people  ftill  enjoy 
his  fpiritual  prefence,  and  by  faith  behold  his  glory.. 
At  thofe  diftinguifhed  feafons,  when  taken  up  with 
him  to  the  mount,  they  feel  a  pleafure,  which  is  un- 
utterable, and  wifli  to  have  no  more  to  do  with  ter- 
reftrial  concerns.  Their  language  then  is,  "  Lord,  it 
is  good  for  us  to  be  here  !" 

When  certain  colledors  applied  for  the  accuftomed. 
tribute,  Peter  readily  agreed  to  ^ay  their  demand,, 
and,  by  his  Lord's  directions,  caught  the  fifh, 
which  furnifhed  the  money  for  that  purpofej.  la 
one  place,  he  propofed  the  queftion,  how  often  he 
ihould  forgive  an  offending  brother  §.  In  another, 
after  receiving  a  folemn  admonition  concerning  the 
danger  of  riches,  he  declared,  that  he  had  forfaken  all 
from  an  attachment  to  his  Mailer,  and  exprefTed  a 
hope  of  obtaining  a  recomppnfe  ||.  His  profefBons 
of  regard  were  fmcere,  yet  we  difcover  in  them  fomc 
degree  of  felf-confidence  and  carnal  expedations. 

We  omit  various  circumftances  of  a  lefs  interefting  j 
nature,  in  which  his  name  is  introduced ;  bbferving  j 
only,  that,  throughout  the  whole  hiftory,  he  ftands.      -i 

•  Matt.  xvii.  i— 8.      f  2  Pet.  1. 16— iS.      J  Matt,  xvii.  24—27. 
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diftinguiflied  by  the  ardour  of  his  affc£Hon  for 
which  was  reatly  to  overHow  upon  all  occafion 
was  faithful,  boldj  and  vigorous  in  the  work  a 
him,  ever  watching  the  motions,  and  fpringii 
ward,  before  all  the  reft,  to  execute  the  will 
Lord,  O  that  both  miniftcrs  and  private  Ch 
poflcfled  a  larger  meafurc  of  his  diligence  am 
Alasl  we  lofe  many  opportunities  of  uft;i 
through  the  coldnefs  of  our  hearts  in  fplritual 
and  diflionour  our  principles  by  the  dekSt 
ferviccs. 

We  now  advance  to  a  part  of  the  facred  nar 
which  may  juftly  excite  much  fear  and  diftrei 
mournful  fpedtacle  is  exhibited  in  the  fall  of  th 
«ent  Apoftle.  We  prefume  not  to  allege  ai 
cufes  for  his  condu6t,  which  was  finful  in  1 
treme,  and  marked  by  peculiar  aggravations. 
we  be  properly  afFefted  by  the  view,  and  U 
diftruft  ourfelves !  How  prepofterous  it  is,  fo 
tures  fo  depraved  and  helplefs  to  be  lifted  up  wi 
confidence  !  Who  fhall  be  able  to  ftand,  if  Got 
draw  his  fupport  ? 

When  our  Lord  celebrated  his  lafl  pafTover, 
ftrufted  his  difciples,  in  the  moft  gracious  mam 
the  fignificant  action  of  wafhing  their  feet*.  St. 
furprifed  at  his  condefcenfion,  objected  to  his  pe 
ing  this  menial  office.  He  (aid,  and,  it  flioulc 
with  real  humility,  "  Thou  (halt  never  wa 
feet."  But  Jefus  taught  him,  that  he  flood  i 
of  a  fpiritual  purgation,  to  which  he  fhould  be  ' 
to  fubmit.  Immtdiateiy  the  Apoftle  acquiefced 
alfured  that  he  could  have  no  part  In  the  Savioi 
lefs  waflhed  by  him.  Let  us  learn  to  cry  out  fc 
felves,  under  a  fenfe  of  our  defilement,  *^  Lord,* 
my  polluted  foul,  and  in  every  refpeft  make  ir 
auid  acceptable  to  ihyfelf !"    Or,  in  Peter's 

•  John  xiii.  i— 5. 
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^  Lord,  not  my  feet  only,  but  alfo  my  hands  and  my 
h€ad," 

Peter  requcfted  his  Lord  to  explain  the  hint<^  which 
he  had  given  about  his  departure,  and  was  then  in- 
formed, that  he  hin^feli  muft  follow  him,  not  indeed 
at  that  time,  but  after  foms  years  lervice  in  the 
Church*.  He  conlidered  th^  reply  as  containing  an 
intimation  of  unwillingnefs  in  him  to  fuffer  witn  Jefus; 
and,  feeling  his  heart  warm  with  love,  he  boafted 
that  he  could  inftantly  and  cheerfully  meet  de.th  in 
his  Matter's  defence.  The  dedarati  >n  nccorJf d  witlv 
his  real  fentiments,  but  favoured  too  much  of  pre- 
fumption,  and  pro\'d  that  he  was  not  [  roperiy  fenfi- 
ble  of  his  own  weatcnefb  ar.d  chngcr.  To  chock  this 
vain  boafti:ig,  and  put  nim  upon  watchful ncfs  and 
prayer,  Jcfus  reprJented,  in  a  molt  af Feeling  manner, 
that  Satan  his  lubtle  adverfary  was  about  to  aflault 
both  him  and  his  companions  with  peculiar  vehe- 
mence :  it  was  fuggeftcd,  that  he  in  particular,  after 
fufFering  a  fevere  li>is  in  the  conflict^  would  be  pre- 
fcrved  from  a  total  defeat,  and  recovered  for  the  con- 
firmation of  his  brethren,  in  conLquence  of  the  Sa- 
viour's intergeilion  for  him  f. 

Such  an  intormation,  and  from  fuch  a  perfon,  we 
jQlould  fuppofe,  was  enough  to  Itrike  a  damp  upon  the 
Apoftle's  fpirit.  But  he  was  yet  two  confident  of  his 
own  ftrength  to  lift.^n  to  the  warning,  and  therefore 
he  repeated  the  declaration,  that  neither  bonds  nor 
death  fhould  feparate  him  from  his  Lord.  Jefus  then 
added  a  more  exprefs  and  tremtndous  admonition^ 
folemnly  affirnnng,  that  before  the  mornmg  watch, 
in  the  courfe  of  that  very  night,  Peter  would  tliricc 
difavow  all  acquaintance  with  him.  And  did  not  this 
caution  produce  the  proper  effedl  ?  No :  he  went  out 
with  his  Mafter  to  Gethfemane,  but  not  with  fufficient 
humility,  vigilance,  or  prayer.     Upon  die  road,  he 

•  John  xiii.  ss-^S^.         f  Luke  xxil.  31— 34, 
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was  again  reminded  of  his  approaching  fill ;  and,  dill 
thinking  himfelf  incapable  of  fuch  bafenefs  and  trea- 
chery, he  again  maintained  with  renewed  aflcv'era- 
tions,  and  in  the  moft  peremptory  manner,  that  he 
would  ll.-nd  by  his  LorJ  in  all  extremities,  and  that^ 
however  the  reft  might  defert  him,  he  would  rather 
die  in  his  defence*.  This  was  honeft  language; 
but  it  clearly  betrayed  a  haughty  fpirit,'*  which  "  goeth 
before  a  fall  f"  It  always  bodes  ill,  when  men  fuf- 
pesEl  others  rather  thaii  themfelve?,  a:id  boaft  of  their 
firmnefs,  inftead  of  calling  upon  G^^d  for  ftrength  and 
prote<SUon.  O  hov/  needful  is  tnat  petition,  *«  Hold 
thou  me  up,  and  I  ihall  be  fafe  J  ! 

When  they  came  to  the  garden  of  Gethfemane, 
St.  Peter,  with  the  two  other  favoured  difciples  James 
and  John,  was  admitted  to  behold  the  Saviour  in  his 
deepeft  diftrefs  §.  There  he  received  a  folemn  charge 
to  watch  with  his  Lord,  and  pray  againft  temptation. 
But,  even  on  that  occafion,  he  difcovered  a  very 
fmful  remiflhefs.  He  neglected  the  directions  givea 
him,  and,  inftead  of  being  employed  in  holy  exercifes, 
fell  aflecp.  His  companions  did  the  fame;  but  a 
fharp  reproof  was  addrefled  to  him  in  particular,  as  he 
had  been  more  confident  than  the  others,  "  Simon, 
fleepeft  Thou?  couldft  not  thou  watch  one  hour?**" 
The  injunftion  was  renewed ;  yet  again  and  again 
be  funic  into  the  fame  exceffive  ftupor.  A  poor  pre- 
paration for  a  feafon  of  fevere  trial  ! 

A  tremendous  confliiSI:  enfued.  Jefus  was  appre- 
hended by  a  band  of  armed  men  ;  and  on  that  evcn^ 
it  {hould  feem,  St.  Peter  maintained  an  unfhaken 
conftancy  and  courage  1|.  Remembering  his  vow, 
he  drew  his  fword  for  the  protedlion  of  his  Mafter, 
and  wounded  a  fervant,  who  was,  probably,  one  of  the 
moft  forward  among  the  impiouscrew.  Thus,a8hehad 

*  Matt.  xxtI.  31—35.  t  P«>v»  «vi.  18.  J  Pftl.  «!x.  117. 
^  Matt.  xxvi.  36—40.  Mar.  xiv.  32— *4a«  Luke  zxii.  40— 46* 
j  Matt.  xxvi.  47—54*    John  xviii.  i-ii. 
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determined,  he  hazarded  his  life  rather  than  He  would 
forfake  Chrift  :  and,  confidering  this  forcible  refift- 
ance,  it  is  furprifmg  that  both  he  and  his  companions 
were  not  inftantly  cut  to  pieces.  He  Ihewecl  his 
seal,  but  (hewed  at  the  fame  time  a  very  blamable 
raChnefs  and  impetuofity.  Jefus,  therefore,  reproved 
him,  and  reminded  him,  that,  if  any  defence  bad 
been  neceflary,  he  could  have  procured  thoufands  of 
Angels  for  that  purpofe.  Chriftians,  whofc  natural 
difpoiition  is  fanguine,  are  in  great  danger  of  adopting 
violent  m^afurw?,  even  (r)r  the  truth's  lake.  But  the 
caufe  of  God  is  nor  promoted  by  fu  :h  means.  "  The 
weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal  **." 

Peter  beheld  his  Mafter  ta^t.),  bound,  and  led 
away  as  a  prifoner ;  and,  perceiving  him  qjetly  fub* 
mit  to  this  treatment,  he,  toge  her  with  the  other 
difciplcs,  forfook  him  and  fled  f .  H  s  boafted  cou- 
rage fail<fd  ;  anJ,  probably,  he  began  ^o  ticmble  for 
his  own  fafety.  This  was  a  fad  change  indeed.  • 
Yet  he  feemed  to  be  foon  recovered  :  recovered,  alas  f 
to  fall  the  more  fcandaloufly.  Not  long  after,  he 
followed  Jefu?,  but  it  was  "  afar  ofF,"  e\idcntly  un- 
der an  impicili  n  of  fear.  He  wilhed  to  be  upon 
the  watch,  that  he  might  obferve  hpw  the  whole 
tranfaclion  terminated.  He  obtained  admiifion  into 
the  place:  cf  trial,  and,  to  avoid  fufpicion,  mingled 
with  the  crowd.  He  fat  down  among  the  idle  and 
profane  (ervants :  ah!  what  poor  fociety  was  this 
for  an  Apoltie  of  Chrift  !  There  the  temptation 
commenced  ;  yet  it  was  fuch,  as  appealed  in  itfelf 
trifling  :    at  leatt,  he  had  withftood  many,  which  we 

•  2  Cor.  X.  4. 
f  Matt.  xxvi.  56,  5J?,  69 — 75.  Mar.  xiv.66— yi.Luke  xxii.  54— 6I. 
John  xvui.  15 — 27.  St.  Peter's  tall  is  related  by  all  the  Evangelifts  j 
tnd  none  have  delcribed  it  in  a  more  heinous  light  than  St.  Mark  t 
tod  if,  as  is  generally  fuppofed,  that  Gofpel  was  reviewed  by  Peter 
himfelf,  and  written  ev.n  under  his  dire<^ion,  this  circuaridaiice  may 
be  confidered  ai  an  evidence  of  his  integrity  and  fincere  contiition. 


i33  8CRIPTUltB  CHARACTERS. 

might  have  thought  greater.  But  Satan  was  then 
permitted  to  have  a  ftrong  afcendancy  over  his-  mind, 
and  to  render  him,  contrary  to  his  natural  temper, 
a  moft  abjedt  coward. 

A  certain  female  attendant  in  the  high  prieft's 
palace  charged  him  with  being  a  difciple  of  Jefus. 
He  was  inftantly  comounded,  and  exprefsly  declared 
that  he  did  not  (b  much  as  know  him  Perhaps 
Ihocked  at  his  own  words,  he  went  out,  and  heard 
the  cock  crow.  Did  not  that  found  bring  to  his  re- 
colledlion  the  caution,  which  he  had  received  ?  Pof- 
fibly,  this  might  be  the  cafe  ;  yet  immediately  after 
that  warning,  being  interrogated  by  different  pevfons, 
he  fell  again,  and  in  the  very  fanne  manner,  confirm- 
ing his  former  denial  of  his  Matter  with  ftronger 
afleverations,  a^  d  even  with  an  oath.  An  hour  after- 
wards, the  accufation  was  renewed  by  frefh  witnefles; 
and  the  thiid  time  this  eminent,  diftinguifhed,  and 
zealous  Apoflle  difavowed  all  connection  and  ac- 
quaintance with  Jefus.  This  he  did  in  language, 
which  might  be  calculated  to  clear  him  from  the 
imputation,  but  which  we  fhould  have  fuppofed  could 
never  come  out  of  fuch  a  mouth  :  **  he  began  to 
curfe  and  to  fwear."* 

We  ftand  amazed,  while  we  view  the  atrocious 
lin,  with  all  its  aggravations.  If  we  have  been  prc- 
ferved  from  fo  (hameful  a  declenfion,  O  what  thanks* 
and  praifes  are  due  to  Him,  who  hath  kept  our  fouls.! 
But  this  hiftory  will  teach  us  not  to  prefume  on  our 
imagined  fteadfaftnefs.  We  are  ftill  liable  to  be 
tempted  and  overcome.  Nay,  there  is  no  wickednefr 
fo  heinous,  which  we  might  not  be  induced  to  per- 
petrate. Our  danger  is  the  greater,  as  we  are  con- 
ilantly  watched  by  a  fubtle  and  malicious  adverfary, 
who  '^  defires  to  have  us,  that  he  may  fift  us  as. 
wheat."  O  let  us  be  the  more  vigilant,  and  pre- 
pared to  refift  his  attacks  !  -  There  were  fome  pre- 
ceding fteps,  which  led  to  Peter's  calamitous  mifcar- 
rl'dgc*    He  depended  upon  his  own  ftrengtb,  negle£i- 
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ed  to  pray,  and  mixed  with  bad  company.  Let  thii 
be  regarded  and  improved  as  a  folemn  caution  to 
ourfelves.  Let  us  beware  of  thofe  omiffions  and 
failures,  which  are  thought  trifling  :  they  may  lead 
to  the  moft  fatal  events. 

Such  cafes  are  moft  lamentable  ;  and  yet  the  Lord 
God  fees  fit  to  permit  them,  and  even  renders  them 
fubfervient  to  his  own  gracious  purpofes.  *  His  of- 
fending people  are  more  deeply  abafed,  while  their 
painful  experience  teftifies  their  total  depravity  and 
entire  helpldTnefs  :  they  learn  to  walk  more  circuqi- 
fpe^tly,  perceive  more  of  the  excellency  and  value  of* 
redemption,  and  become  more  cordially  attached  to 
the  Saviour.  There  are  perfonr,  indeed,  upon  whom 
thefe  inftances  have  a  bad  cftecl  :  but  they  muft  an- 
fwer  for  their  o^^  n  pcrverfe  abufes.  If  they  are  en- 
couraged to  fin,  here  is  nothing  which  can  juftify 
^their  condudl.  They  prove  their  own  dtfperate 
wickednefs,  while  they  plead  the  examples  of  others ; 
fo  that  their  very  excufes  will  be  turned  againft  them- 
felves. 

The  fall  of  Peter  was  fcandalous,  but  not  of  long 
continuance.  The  fame  night,  and  aim  oft  the- fame 
hour,  he  was  reftored  and  brought  back  to  God  a$ 
a  weeping  penitent.  Immediately  after  his  laft  pro- 
fene  declaration,  the  cock  crew  the  fecond  time; 
and,  it  (hould  feem,  that  found,  which  fo  exaflly 
fulfilled  the  previous  admonition  given  him,  deeply 
affeded  his  heart.  But,  more  ef{)ecially,  he  was 
awakened  by  the  eye  of  his  infulted  Mafter,  who  had 
been  within  the    hearing  of  fome    of   his   impious 

S*"  eeches.  •  "  The  Lord  turned,  and  looked  upoti 
2ter;  and  Peter  remembered  his  word."  That 
look  pierced  his  very  foul:  and  yet,  we  apprehend, 
it  was  a  look,  not  of  indignation,  which  would  have 
driven  him  to  defpair,  but  of  the  moft  companionate 
regard  :  it  upbraided  him  for  his  treachery,  but  en- 
couraged his  hope  of  forgiv  cnefs*    Thea  Vvt  V>Ocv^\\ 
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the  heinoufnefs  of  his  tranfgreffion ;  and,  under 
the  ftrong  inJluence  of  fhame)  confufion,  and  pun- 
gent forrow,  he  fought  where  he  might  hide  his  head, 
and  vent  the  diftrefies  of  his  mind.  "  He  went  out, 
and  wept  bitterly/'  Where,  then,  is  the  promifed 
fweetni  fs  of  fin  ?  Rather,  what  complicated  miferies 
does  it  produce  !  How  deep  the  wound,  which  it 
le  ives  iipnn  the  confcience !  Many,  alas !  are  al- 
mod  over  whelmed  with  anguifli,  on  account  of  their 
backflidings,  and  cry  out  day  and  night,  with  a  pain- 
ful remembrance  of  what  they  have  loft,  *'  Reftorc 
unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  falvation  *.'*  Yet  let  them 
not  fay,  "  There  is  no  hope;"  fince  we  here  refer 
them  to  one,  who  was  recovered  from  his  fall,  par- 
doned, and  again  eftablllhed  with  equal,  if  not  with 
greater,  ftrength. 

We  read  no  more  of  this  Apoftle,  till  the  morning 
of  the  refurredtion.  The  interval  muft  have  been 
to  him  a  feafon  of  extreme  afflicStion,  fpent  in  prayers 
and  tciirs.  But,  upon  the  firft  tidings  that  the  Lord 
was  rifen,  Peter,  who  was  in  John's  company,,  ran. 
with  eager  hafte  to  fee  the  fepulchre  f .  A  celeftial 
meflengef,  proclaiming  the  joyful  event  to  certaia 
pious  women,  direfted  them  to  inform  the  difciples 
of  their  Mafter's  defign  to  meet  them,  and  made 
mention  of  Peter's  name  in  particular.  This  was 
calculated  to  comfort  him,  as  it  conveyed  an  inti- 
mation, that  he  was  not  abandoned  or  forgotten  J.. 
Soon  afterwards,  on  the  fame  day,  Jefus  (hewed  him- 
fclf  alive  to  him,  before  the  reft  of  the  Apoftlcsbad 
obtained  that  fight :  and  there  was  not  one,  wha 
flood  fo  much  in  need  of  fupport  and  confolation§. 

The  Saviour,  alfo,  after  bis  refurrcSion,  favoured 
him  with  peculiar  notice,  in  a  very  remarkable  interview 
at  the  fea  of  Tiberias  ||.     He  appeared  to  Peter  and 

*  Pfal.  li.  14.  t  Jo^"  «•  >— 10-  t  Mar.  x?1.  7.  ^  Luke 
xxiv.  34«  I  Cor.  xv»  5*       ||  John  xxi.  i,  ScQm 

cfictaia 
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:ain  other  difciples,  wlio  were  fifhin^,  and  by  his 
aculous  inRu^MKe  hlscu  cluir  net  with  l^rge  fi.hes. 
er,  diicnvcrini  his  dear  Loru  upun  tne  ihore,  in- 
i.ly  c.ill  himit'lf  rut  of  the  fliip,  that  he  might 
aj  to  hiin  ;  and  telhfy  th^  ifren^ch  of  his  atrach- 
.it.  1  hcv  oincd  t( wether,  and  then  followed  a 
i\  affcrti.if>;  difcourfe 

The  roiir.LT  piofelfion^  of  the  Apoflle  might  feeni 
be  rc:i<lereJ  dubious,  if  not  entirely  fallitied,  by 
late  r.iifconJuct.  Probably  uiih  a  reference  to 
5  circui  (lance,  Jcfus  now  enq.iired,  whetner  his 
e  was  indeed  greater  than  that  of  others,  as  he 

I  once  boalted.  The  inter,  ogation  conveyed  a 
ider  reproof,  to  which  Peter  repij^d  -  nly  by  ap- 
iling  to  Jefus,  as  acquainred  with  the  ft:ite  of  his 
art,  for  the  hKCvrriiy  of  h  s  regard.  He  was  then 
mmand.d  to  give  evidence  ot  it,  by  attending  to 
;  paftoral  ofScr,  and  feedmu;  the  rue.ineft  and  weak'^ 
:  of  the  flock.  1  his  contained,  in  edei'l,  a  re- 
wal  of  his   Apoftolic  commiifion,    and  therefore  a 

II  teftimony  of  forgiveiiefs.  Thiice  was  the  quef- 
>n  propofed,  and  thrice  c'id  he  call  upon  the  Saviour, 

whom  his  inmort  f  ul  was  open,  for  the  atteftation 
his  integrity.  But,  having  become  more  diffident 
himfelf,  he  prefumed  not  to  intimate,  that  he  felt 
ftron^er  afFeftion  than  the  reft.  As  the  charge. 
To,  was  thrice  repeated,  there  could  not  remain  a 
>ubt,  that  he  was  rcinftatcd  in  his  place,  Jefus 
edicled,  that  in  his  old  age  he  would  futfer  a  violent 
:ath,  and  glorify  God  by  crucifixion,  and  then 
ridly  enjoined  him  to  follow  the  fteps  of  his  Mafter* 
jter  wifhcd  to  be  informed,  what  w^ould  become  of 
)hn,  but  received  for  anfwer,  that,  leaving  the  con- 
irns  of  others,  he  muft  attend  to  his  own,  and 
bour  to  imitate  the  example  fet  before  him. 
Here  we  paufe,  and  ftand  in  admiration  of  that 
race,  which  can  pardon,  reftore,  and  fave,  even 
le  moft  heinous  backfliders.      "  Returiv  wtvVo  \\\^ 
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Lord  your  God,"  you,  who  "have  fellenbyyeur 
iniquity."  He  himfelf  declares,  "  I  will  heal  their 
backfliding,  I  will  love  them  freely*/*  O  confefs 
your  bafenefs,  and  weep  With  genuine  contrition  for 
your  aggravated  offeiKc !  But  confider  alfo,  if  you 
have  obtained  mercy,  and  God  be  pleafed  to  employ 
you  again  in  his  fervice,  what  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments of  his  love,  what  vigorous  exertions  to  pro- 
mote his  caufe,  are  due  from  you  more  than  from  any 
others!  You  car>not  expiate  your  2:uilt^  oc  repair 
the  mifchief  you  have  done  :  but  defire,  at  leaft,  to 
prove  your  recovery,  exhort  your  brethren  to  main« 
tain  their  fteadfaflntf«,  and  labour  to  bring  again 
thofe,  who,  like  yourfelves,  have  been  driven  away. 
Let  your  great  Exemplar  be  ever  before  your  eyes* 
Follow  him  more  clofely  and  conftantly  than  before; 
follow  him,  even  unto  death,  and  you  Ihall  fiiwlljf 
reign  with  him  in  glory.     Amen. 


*  Hot,  xlv.  i|  4* 
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Ur  propofed  the  ekSiian  of  a  new  ApoftU-^preaSet 
m  the  day  of  Pentecrji^^healed  a  lame  many  and  ad-^ 
ireffed  the  people — imprifoned — pleaded,  before  the 
Sanhedrim  —  detected  Ananias  —  again  imprifoned^ 
brought  before  the  Sanhedrim^  and  fcourged — went 
to  Samaria^  Lydda^  Joppa^  and  Cefarea — defended  his 
condu^  towards  Cornelius-'^delivered  from  Herodr^^ 
attended  the  council  at  Jerufalem — reproved  by  St. 
Paul  at  Antiocb — bis  writings^  and  death. 


Th  o  s  e  profeflions  of  repentance,  which  are  not 
:ompanied  with  Its  genuine  fruits,  defervc  no  credit- 
int  Peter  received  a  particular  injun£lion  to  prove 
;  recovery,  by  confirming  the  faith  of  his  brethren, 
d  feeding  the  flock  of  Chrift  *.  This  evidence 
IS  given  through  the  whole  fucceeding  part  of  his 
;.  The  A<Ss  of  the  Apoftles  have  put  it  beyond 
doubt :  the  twelve  firft  chapters  chiefly  relate  to 
n,  and,  as  if  it  had  been  their  grand  objed,  de« 
Dnftrate  by  the  ftrongeft  teftimonies,  that  his  con- 
tion  was  fincere,  and  his  fubfequent  condu<5l  con- 
tent and  honourable.  Many  circumftances  maybe 
mcealed  from  us  ;  but  enough  is  recorded,  to  (hew, 
at  he  obtained  forgivenefs,  and  continued  for  many 
rars  an  extenfive  blefliDg  to  the  Church.  Ashe 
ved^  fo  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  he  died,  in  tht 

•  Luke  zxij.  32.  John  xxl.  i  s* 
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bold  proft'flion  an  J  defence  of  the  Gofpel.  May  thep  ' 
whofe  cafes  rcfeivibl  -  his,  Itiifj  in  like  manner  to  walk 
morecircurr.fpe<Ctly  in  future,  labour  more  ahnndaiitly 
to  be  ufeful  in  their  generation,  and  exhort  others  to 
beware  of  thofc*  mifcarriages,  which  have  brought 
fuch  anguifli  upon  ihemelves  ! 

Wiicn  our  Lord  afcended  into  heaven  with  great 
triumph  and  glory,  Peter,  probably,  was  one  of  thofe^ 
who  followed  him  with  their  eyeSj  till  a  cloud  re- 
ceived him  out  of  their  fight;  and  for  fome  tiiuc 
afterwards  he  remained  in  a  flate  of  holv  fellowship 
with  the  difciplcs  at  Jerufalem*.  He  it  was,  who 
addrefied  the  Church  upon  the  apoftafy  of  Judas, 
fhewing  that  the  fcripiures  were  fulrilled  in  hioi,  and 
that  his  place  among  the  Apoftles  fhould  be  fupplied 
by  a  frefh  eledlion. 

On  the  day  of  Pentccoft,  the  Holy  Ghoft  de- 
fccndcd  with  miraculous  influences  upon  all  the 
twelve,  but  our  attention  is  directed  chiefly  to  St. 
Peter  f.  Though  it  does  not  appear,  that  he  was 
diftinguiflied  above  the  reft  by  fuperior  powers,  yet 
he  ftocd  forward  with  peculiar  courage.  He  nrft 
opened  the  grand  commiflion  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the 
cfFeft  of  his  preaching,  on  that  memorable  occafion, 
was  the  moft  vihble  and  extenfive.  In  his  folecnn 
difcourfe  to  the  p'  ople,  he  replied  to  the  fcandalous 
reproacli,  caft  upon  him  and  his  brethren,  and  al- 
leged, that  the  gift  of  tongues,  which  excited  fuch 
aftoniihmuit,  ought  not  to  be  afcribed  to  intoxica- 
tion, but  to  t^e  extraordinary  efFufion  of  the  Spirit^ 
which  had  been  exprefsly  foretold.  By  a  moft  de- 
cided teftimony,  he  maintained,  that .  Jcfus  had 
wrought  various  unqueftionable  miracles,  and,  after 
being  injunoully  put  to  death,  had  been  raifed  from 
the  grave,  according  to  David's  prophetical  defcrip- 
Cion.     He  argued,  that  He,  who  expired  on  the  crofii 
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bad  taken  his  feat  at  the  right  hand  of  God»  and, 
having  fulfilled  his  own  promife  in  communicating  Co 
large  a  meafure  of  the  Holy  GhoiV,  had  proved  him- 
felf  to  be  the  true  MefEah,  the  very  Saviour,  who 
ihouldcome  into  the  world. 

An  immediate  and  ds:ep  impreifion  was  made  upon 
Ae  minds  of  the  audience.  Many  exprelTed  the 
moft  punsent  angui(h  and  terror,  while  they  earneft- 
ly  implored  diredion  from  the  Apoftles.  Peter  in* 
nantlv  called  them  to  the  exercife  of  repentance,  re- 
quired them  to  be  baptized  in  token  of  their  fub^ 
miffion  to  Jefus  and  dependence  on  his  merits,  and 
encouraged  them  to  expert  from  Hi  n  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit,  rlow  venerable  did  the  preacher  appear,  when, 
with  a  hoi V. fervour  of  zeal  and  love,  he  ft  )od  and 
befought  the  furrounding  multitudes  to  be  faved  from 
that  pervcrf  generation  !  O  that  all  the  :i)inifters  of 
Chrift  poflefied  the  like  ardour,  and  that  the  hbours 
of  thofc,  who  do  exerr  themfclves  in  the  fame  ho- 
nourable fervice,  were  crowned  with  fimilar  fuccefs ! 
Let  them  lift  up  the  ftandard  of  the  crofs,  and  doubt 
not  that  God  will  profper  their  efforts  for  the  en- 
largement of  his  kingdom. 

We  infift  not  in  thi-^  place  on  the  various  miracu- 
lous operations  performed  by  the  Apostles,  nor  on 
the  happy  ftatc  of  charity,  peace,  and  p:  ty,  in  which 
the  primitive  Church  lived  together,  as  the'r  very 
enemies  obTerved  with  aftonifliment.  I'hat  d  fcrip- 
tion  would  exhibt  a  plcafing  pivSlure,  snl  ^ron;i;ly 
recommend  our  religion  ;  but  it  does  rot  immediate- 
ly relate  to  the  charac^^er'of  St.  Peter. 

Soon  after,  the  feaft  of  Pentecoft,  lie  is  again 
brought  forwards  on  a  very  inter  :t^in^  occa- 
fion  ♦.  He  went  to  the  temple,  in  conpany  with 
John,  at  the  ufuai  hour  of  pra)^er,  wh.n  a  poor  man, 
who  had  been  a  cripple  from  his  birtii,  folicited  re- 
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lief.  "  Silver  and  gold  have  I  none,"  b\d  this  meC- 
fengcr  of  peace,  "  but  fuch  as  I  have  give  I  thee: 
in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  of  Nazareth,  rife  up 
and  walk."  A  perfe^S  cure  inftantly  fucceeded  -,  and 
fo  public  was  the  cafe,  that  it  excited  general  notice. 
Crowds  oif  people  flocked  together,  that  they  might 
fee  the  wondrous  perfons,  whofe  word  had  given 
feet  to  the  lame. 

Peter  fought  not  their  applaufe,  and  therefore 
eagerly  feized  the  opportunity  of  turning  ofF  their 
attention  from  himfelf  to  his  dear  Lord  and  Mafter, 
^hom  he  affeftionately  commended  to  their  regard. 
He  boldly  charged  them  with  the  moft  heinous  guilt, 
in  having  crucilied  the  Prince  of  life,  and  exhorted 
them  to  repent  and  believe  on  Him,  who  was  raifed 
from  the  dead,  that  they  might  receive  pardon  aod 
peace.  He  argued,  that  Jefus  had  fulfilled  their  an- 
cient prophecies,  and  juftly  demanded  their  fubmiffion. 
He  ftated  the  nature  and  excellence  of  the  falvation 
propofed,  declaring  that  their  long  expefted  Mefliah 
was  fent  "  to  blcfs  them,  in  turning  away  every  onf 
of  them  from  their  iniquities.'*  A  fimilar  mode  of 
addref«,  from  thofc  who  labour  in  the  Gofpel,  will 
be  at  al!  times  proper.  They  alfo  "  preach  not  thcm- 
fclves,  but  Chriit  Jefus  the  Lord  *.*'  It  is  of  ncccffi- 
ry,  that  they  endeavour  to  fix  a  convi(5iion  of  fin 
upon  the  mi  ads  of  their  hearers,  without  which  the 
offer  of  deliverance  will  not  meet  with  any  cordial 
acceptance.  They  muft  cry  aloud,  **  Repent  yc, 
and  be  converted,  that  your  i^ns  may  be  blotted  out, 
and  the  times  of  refrCvhing  come  from  the  prefence  of 
the  Lord."  They  proclaim,  that  "  the  Redeemer 
is  come  to  Zion,'*  and,  while  they  exhibit  his  in- 
ert imable  benefits,  they  maintain,  that  thofc  only  can 
enjoy  thQtiiy  who  *'  turn  from  tranfgreflion  f  ,'* 
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zealous  exertions  of  the  two  Apoftles  pro- 
he  refcntment  of  the  priefts  and  rulers,  who 
s  apprehended  and  imprifoned  them*.  But  a 
inour  was  put  upon  them,  though  caft  into  a 
I.  They  had  preached  to  good  effed,  as  it 
1  that  the  Church  received  a  large  increafe 

their  word*  On  the  day  following  they  ftood 
:d  before  the  Sanhedrim,  being  called  to  an* 
:  their  condudt*  Peter  was  the  fpeaker,  and 
i  an  uncommon  degree  of  courage ;  but  at 
do  not  wonder,  when  informed  that  he  zStcd 
ately  and  entirely  under  the  inftuence  of  th^ 
rhoft.  He  declared,  that  the  cure  of  the  lame 
i  been  wrought  by  the  power,  through  feith  in 
le,  of  Jefus.  Forgetting  his  ownfituation  as  a 
'  at  the  bar,  or  difregarding  his  fafety,  he 
1  his  judges  with  the  murder  of  his  Lord,  whom 
•ted  to  be  raifcd  from  the  dead,  and  warned 
lat  by  Him  alone  falvation  could  be  obtained. 
.  undaunted  fortitude  in  one,  whom  they  had 
>  as  a  low  and  illiterate  perfon,  confounded  the 
,  and  they  knew  not  what  fteps  to  take.  How- 
hey  ftri(5ly  enjoined  him,  not  to  prefume  to 
ite  the  Chriftian  dodrine :  and,  had  the  fcheme 
f  human  contrivance,  it  is  probable  that  it 
have  been  inftantly  defeated.  But,  as  the 
^as  of  God,  they  could  not  overthrow  it,  and 
re  their  threatenings  were  inefFedlual.  Peter 
tin  ftood  unmoved,  and  declared  their  determi-^ 
never  to  defift  from  the  caufe,  in  which  they 
igagcd,  appealing  even  to  this  malignant  aflem* 
r  the  juftification  of  their  condudl.  "  Whe- 
bc  right,"  faid  they,  "  in  the  fight  of  God,  to 
1  unto  you  more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye.** 
at  time  they  were  difmifTed,  but  with  frefh  me* 

and  when  they  had  joined  their  brethren,  the 
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whole  company  united  in  prayer*  They  feread  ilieif 
cafe  before  the  Lord,  and  entreated  Him  ftill  to  fup-. 
port  and  profper  them  in  the  propagation  of  the  Get* 
pel.  Their  petitions  obtained  an  immediate  and  6- 
vourable  anfwer :  the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  themi 
perhaps  with  fome  external  tokens  as  before,  and  en« 
abled  them  with  renewed  vigour  to  perfift  in  the  fer-i 
vice  of  their  Mafter* 

Do  not  fuch  examples  make  us  afhamed  of  our 
own  timidity  ?  Is  it  not  neceflary  for  us  to  be  as  firm 
and  undaunted  in  the  profeffion  of  the  truth,  as  Su 
Peter  ?  Or,  will  it  be  right,  in  any  inftance^  to  hearken 
unto  men,  more  than  unto  God  ?  Yet  are  we  not 
doing  this,  while  by  di(honourable  compliances  we 
feek  to  evade  perfecution?  You,  who  love  the  Lord, 
being  perfuaded  of  the  excellence  of  youf  caufe^ 
fliouid  pofl'efs  an  unftiaken  courage.  Whatever  your 
enemies  may  threaten,  only  by  prayer  and  faith  com* 
mit  yourfelves  to  Him,  whofe  you  are,  and  whom  you 
ferve,  and  then  you  need  not  dread  any  confequences. 
He  will  communicate  to  you  more  abundant  graces 
which  (hall  be  fufficient  to  fuftain  you  in  the  feverefi 
confli(9:. 

The  Church  continued  to  increafe  and  profper ;  but 
the  hypocrify  of  fome  profeffed  members  produced  a 
painful  trial  *.  Ananias  and  Sapphira  were  convicted 
by  St.  Peter  of  the  bafeftdiiiimulation,  and  inftantljr 
flruck  dead  at  his  word.  This  very  circumftance, 
however,  tremendous  as  it  was,  turned  out  ••  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  Gofpel  ;"  which  more  evidently 
appeared  to  be  the  caufe  of  heaven.  Our  Apoftle,  in 
particular,  was  held  in  profound  veneration:  he 
wrought  various  wonderful  cures,  which  are  not  mi- 
nutely defcribedj  nay,  his  very  fhadow  proved  to 
/nany  perfons  the  means  of  miraculous  recovery.  Who 
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coOld  refufe  to  be  convinced,  that  thefe  men  w6rc 
indeed  the  meffengers  of  the  living  God  ? 

Stili  the  Jewifh  rulers  oppoftd,  and,  being  filled 
B^rth  violent  indignation,  caft  the  Apoftles  together 
into  the  common  prifon.  Yet  no  bonds  could  iilence 
thefe  witneffes  of  God's  truth.  An  Angel  refcued 
them  from  their  confinement;  and  by  his  diredtioa- 
they  proceeded  to  preach  thei  fame  doctrine,  as  pub- 
licly and  as  carneftly  as  before.  Again  they  were 
brought  before  the  Sanhedrim ;  and  then  the  high 
prieft  exprefled  the  keeneft  refentment,  becaufe  they 
had  defpifed  the  injundlions  and  threatenings  of  the 
council.  Peter  undertook  to  anfwer,  in  the  name 
of  his  brethren ;  and  maintaining,  as  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  that  no  commands  of  men  would  exempt  them 
from  obedience  to  God,  he  boldly  declared  the  grand 
principles  of  the  Gofpel  before  his  judges.  He  was 
evidently  more  folicitous  to  fave  their  fouls,  than  pro- 
cure his  own  deliverance,  while  he  ftated,  that  the 
very  perfoo,  whom  they  had  crucified  as  a  vile  male- 
buStoTy  being  raifed  from  the  dead,  and  exalted  to  the 
htghed  glory,  as  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  was  ready 
to  difpenfe  the  bleflings  of  repentance  and  forgive- 
ne(s. 

The  addrefs  increafcd  the  rage  of  the  audience ;  and 
a  propo&l  -was  made  to  .take  away  the  life  of  thefe 
troubkfome  men.  But  after,  fome  confultaiion  they 
were  difmiffed, .  having  been,  firft  fcourged,  and  again 
chai^d  to  preach  no  more  in  the  name  of  Jefus. 
This  violence,  however,  damped  neither  their  cou- 
rage nor  their  joy.  They  accounted  themfeives  pe- 
culiarly honoured  in  fufFering  for  fuch  a  Matter,  and 
€OticinQed:to  dechre.his  truth  both  in  public  and 
private,  as  before,  though  with  great  apparent  danger 
to  themfeives. 

.  A  more  ftriking  pifture  of  Chriftian  fortitude^ 

faith,  and  zeal,  cannot  be  exhibited.     Do  we  not  al- 

moft  euvy-the  very  chains  and  ftripcs  of  St.  Peter 

M  2  -^4 


244  SCRIPTUKE   CHARACTERS* 

Bnd  his  companions?  He  has  aiTured  us,  that,  ^ if 
we  be  reproached  for  the  name  of  Chrift,  happy  are 
<we  ;  for  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  refteth  upon 
us*."  But  have  we  ever  felt  the  influence  of  die 
love  of  Jefus,  fo  as  to  be  willing  to  give  up  cafe,  li- 
bcrtv,  and  life,  for  hi«  fake  ?  Do  we  regard  him,  ac- 
cording to  Peter's  doSrine«  as  *'  the  Stone,  which  ii 
•become  the  head  of  the  corner  ?"  Do  we  look  up  tt 
him,  as  feared  on  his  throne  in  heaven,  and  impart- 
ing, to  «very  humble  petitioner  on  eard),  repentaooe 
and  remiffion  of  fins? 

The  Intrepidity  of  the  Apoflle,  in  the  tranfafiioos 
now  related,  forms  a  ftrong  contraft  to  that  part  of 
his  condudt,  when  he  was  afliamed  to  confefs  hii 
Lord  before  a  fervant  maid.  And  to  what  (ball  we 
afcribe  this  difference  ?  In  his  bafe  denial  of  Chrift 
we  fee  the  weaknefs  and  depravity  even  of  good  meOi 
and  their  liablenefs  to  fall  by  thofe  very  temptadonSi 
of  which  they  are  warned,  and  againft  which  thej 
have  mofl  fhenuoufly  refolved.  But  in  his  bold  de- 
fence before  the  council  we  behold,  not  fo  much  the 
natural  impetuoflty  and  conftitutional  courage  of 
his  mind,  as  the  power  of  divine  grace:  we  percei?e 
•that  God  can  qualify  his  fervants  for  the  wodc 
afHgned  them,  and  fupport  them  in  everjr  danger. 
-O  let  -us  learn  to  maintain  an  entire  dependence  upon 
Him,  and  he  will  help  us  according  to  our  need ! 

After  fonfie  time,  the  ApofUes  at  Jeru&Ieuii 
^' ^*  having  heard  that  the  inhabitants  of  Samaria  bad 
embraced  the  Gofpel,  fent  Peter  and  John  for  die 
purpofe  of  eflablifhing  them  in  the  faith,  and  impart* 
ing  to  them  fome  fpiritual  gtfb  t*  Upon  that  ooci* 
fion  a  fingular  cafe  occurred.  Simon,  a  noted  ma- 
•gician  there,  obfervrng  that  the  Holy  Gh'oft  was  cob- 
ferred  by  thefe  two  eminent  teachers,  ignorandj  vA 
iimpioufly  propo&d  to  purchafe  the  fame  power  by  a 
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ilir  oT money.  Peter  immediately  reje<fted  the  offer 
ith  clifdain^  reproved  his  bafe  hypocrjfy,  warned  hinv 
r  his  danger,  and  earneftly  exhorted  him  to  repent- 
ice  and  prayer:  Fie  addrefTed  hlmfelf  to  the  Hnner's- 
>nicience  with  pteinnefs  and  fidelity.  And  will  it 
ot  be  allowedthat  fucceeding  miniflrers  fhould  in  lilce^ 
lanner,  without  referve,  "  declare  all  the  counfel  of 

Having  preached  in  different  parts  of  Samaria,  he 
^urnedto  Jerufalenr.  During  his  continuance  in  that 
ity,  he  received*  a  vifit  from  the  young  convert  and* 
^poftle  St.  Paul ;  yet  neither  then,  not  at  any  other 
[me,  was  fuch  a  fupremacy  acknowledged  in  Peter^  aS' 
be  church  of  Rome  pleadsfor*.  No  external  pcrfecu- 
ion' preventing  him,  he  loon  afterwards  took  an  ex- 
enfive  circuit,  that  he  might  fpread  the  Gofpel  front- 
own  to  town.  ^  He  pafled  through  all  quarters,'^ 
eftifyii^  of  Chrift,and  working  miracles:  fo  illu(lri«» 
nfly  were  the  grace  and  power  of  God  exhibited  iw 

limt  I 

-  To  Eneas,  a  poor  affli£ired  paralytic  at  Lydda^  he 
jMdce  in  the  name  of  his  divine  Mafter ;  and  health 
nd  vigour  were  inftantly  reftored.  The  aftonilhing. 
mre  was  rendered  more  remarkable  by  the  efFeds 
irhich  it  produced  :  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  itt 
reneral,  **  turned  to  the  Lord."  He  was  fent  for  to 
^oppa,  which  lay  in  that  neighbourhood,  on  occafioa 
tf  tiie  death  of  an  eminently  pious  woman,  Ta- 
bttba,  or  Dorcas  v  and  at  his  wor4  afrer  folemn  prayer 
to  God,,  fhe  revived.  This  extraordinary  operation,^ 
aifo^  tended  to  the  enlargement  of  the  Church.  Man/ 
were  convinced^  and  received  the  Chrifttan  do£trine  ^ 
Peter,  therefore,,  continued  with  them  for  fome  time^ 
diat  he  might  confirm  them  in  the  faith.  How^ 
honourable  and  ufefd  his  employment !  In  fome  mea* 
(tire  refemUing  his  dear  Lord,  he  ^^  went  about  doing, 
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good,"  adminiftering  relief  to  the  difeafed  in'body^ 
with  a  view  to  promote  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  wel- 
fare. O  may  we  live  under  the  influence  of  this  bcly 
and  benevolent  principle  I  Though  we  polTefs  not  mi- 
raculous powers,  yet  fomething  may  be  effeded  in 
our  refpeftive  place?,  for  the  honour  of  Chriflj  and 
the  falvation  of  our  fellow-creatures.  . 

From  Joppa  St.  Peter  removed  to  Cefarea 
*  •  upon  a  very  lingular  occurrence,  which  .intro- 
duces a  moft  Important  hiftory.  ''  The  Gofpd  of 
the  circumcifion  was  committed  to  him  ♦,"  but  it 
pleafeJ  God  to  diftingifti  him,  alfo,  as  the  firft  inftrup 
ment  of  carrying  the  glad  tidings  to  the  Gentiles. 
And  now  the  grand  difpenfation,  the  myftery,  whidt 
had  been  kept  fecret  for  ages,  began  to  be  unfolded| 
**  that  the  Gentiles  fhould  be  fcllow-heirsy.and  rf 
the  fame  body,  and  partakers  of  the  promife  in  Chriflft*" 
The  Apoftles  themielves  were  with  difficulty  per- 
fuaded  to  believe  it,  though  it  had  been  fo  exprefily 
predidecj  by  the  ancient  prophets.  A  particular reve-. 
lation  prepared  the  mind  of  Peter  for  propoCDg  tbefe 
high  privileges  to  the  Heathens,  and  renroved  bid  ob- 
jeftions. 

When  he  had  retired  for  prayer  about  the  middle 
of  the  day,  according  to  the  pradlice  of  devout  pfer- 
fons,  the  Lord  taught  him  by  a  vifible  reprefentation, 
three  times  repeated,  that  the  diftindion  of  clean  and 
unclean,  appointed  by  the  ceremonial  law,  was  about 
to  ceafe,  and  that  what  God  had  (aniSlified,  he  muft 
not  rejeft  as  common  or  polluted  %.  Juft  at  that  in* 
ftant  certain  meflfengers  from  Cornelius,  who  had 
4)een  fent  by  divine  direftion,  enquired  for  the  Apoftle : 
and,  that  his  Jewifli  prejudices  might  not  prevent,  he 
received  exprefs  inftrudlions  from  the  Spirit  to  go 
with  them.  If  God  evidently  lead  the  way,  we 
ought  not  to  hefitate.     Yet,  alas !  through  perverfe- 
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nefe,  obffinacy,  and  many  corrupt  tempers^  we  are 
often  unwilling  to  follow,  even  where  the  line  of 
duty  is  accurately  marked  out.  May  the  grace  of  our 
God  render  us  obedient  to  his  willy  by  whatever 
means  it  is  made  known  ( 

Peter,  therefore,  went  to  Cefarea,  and  there  fliewed 
that  he  fought  not  his  own  glory,  but  that  of  his 
Mafter  :  he  declined  the  homage,  which  Cornelius 
offered.  Many  of  the  Centurion's  friends  were  af- 
fcmbled  to  hear  the  dodtrine  of  this  extraordinary 
teacher.  Accordingly,  after  ftating  on  what  grounds 
lie  had  und  rtaken  the  jotirney,  he  proceeded  to  preach 
tiie  Gofpel  to  them  without  referve.  He  declared  his 
full  convi(5lion,  that  a  way  of  accefs  to  God  was 
opened  for  men  of  every  .n.ition  :  he  infiHicd  on  the 
character  and  work  of  Jc^ius,  on  his  life,  death,  refur-c 
yeftion,  and  the  future  judgment :  he  maintained^  thaty 
agreeably  to  God's  revelations  by  his  prophets  from= 
Ae  beginning,  remiflion  of  fins  could  be  obtained 
only  Through  faith  in  the  Saviour's  name.  It  pleafed 
God  to  confirm  the  word,  and  prove  undeniably  that 
be  would  have  the  Gentiles  admitted  into  his  Church.; 
fcr  thofe  purpofes,  the  Holy  Ghoft  immediately  de- 
fended upon  all  the  company.  After  fuch  an  attefla- 
tion  of  divine  acceptance,  the  Apoftle  could  not  be 
unwilling  to  receive  them  as  his  Chriftian  brethren. 
He  commanded  them  to  be  baptized,  and,  at  their 
earned  requeft,  for  their  further  inftrudion  and  ad* 
vancement,  he  continued  with  them  fome  days. 

We  rejoice^  that  the  fame  blefled.  meflage  of  falva- 
tion  is  come  even  unto  uSy  who  were  once  in  Pagan 
ilarknefs,  and  that  God  ftill  gives  teftimony  to  the 
preaching  of  his  truth  by  th.e  demonftration  of  his 
Spirit,  though  not  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner. 
Pardon  and  peace  are  offered  in  the  name  of  Jefus  ;. 
and,  by  the  faith  o(  him,  many  among  us,  <^  who 
were  fometime  alienated,  are  now  reconciled"  to 
God*  We  ibould  be  giad  to  obferve  that  others, 
M  4  ^ 
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as  well  as  ourfelves,  are  recovered,  from  whatever 
ftate,  and  by  whatever  means,  they  mav  be  called. 
Though  they  were  once  of  a  different  religion,  or  ra- 
ther or  no  religion  at  all,  we  (hould  exult  in  their  Tal- 
vation,  like  the  Angels  in  heaven.  If  the  Lord  God 
has  fealed  them  for  his  own  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who 
arc  we,  that  we  fhould  refufe  them  ^^  the  right  hand 
offellowfliip?'' 

The  free  communication  of  St.  Peter  with  Ae 
Gentiles,  as  here  related,  gave  offence  to  fome  of  his 
Jewiih  brethren  at  Jerufalem  *•  But,  upon  his  return- 
ing to  that  place,  and  explicidy  declaring  the  matter^ 
their  vehement  prejudices  were  in  a  great  meafure  re- 
moved, and  they  adored  the  grace  of  God,  which 
was  iniparted  to  the  uncircumcifed.  Too  frequently^ 
alas  I  good  men,  through  hafte  or  bigotry,  take  um- 
brage at  the  condud  of  others,  whom  they  would  ceafe 
to  cenfure,  if  they  properly  underftood  their  fituatioiv 
and  the  grounds  on  which  they  a£l. 

After  fome  time,  a  violent  periecution  arofe 
^^'  againft  the  Church.  Herod  A grippa,  that  prodl 
and  cruel  tyrant,  having  put  James  to  death,  caft 
Peter  into  prifon,and  commanded  him  to  bekeptimdef 
ftrong  guard,  till  he  fhould  be  brought  forth  to  public 
execution,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  people  f.  The 
Apoftle,  however,  had  numerous  friends,  who  made 
continual  interceffion  for  him,  not  at  the  court  of 
Herod,  but  before  the  throne  of  God :  and  their  pray- 
ers procured  his  deliverance.  Vain  were  all  the  pre- 
cautions and  means  ufed  for  his  confinement :  the 
king's  intention  was  fruftrated,  the  expef^ation  of  the 
profene  multitude  difappointed.  The  very  night  pre- 
ceding the  day  appointed  for  Peter's  fuffering,  while  he 
flept  with  compofure,  not  dreading  the  event,  an 
Angel  appeared  to  refcue  him.  Inftantly  hi^  chains 
fell  off,  the  iron  gates  gave  way,  and^uxid^  thecoiw 

^  Adi  zi.  X— iS«        '\  xlL  1^19% 

dua 


ST.  PETER.  249 

inSt  of  b!s  heavenly  guide,  he  went  out  through  tho 
mid  ft  of  fenrinels  without  interruption. 

Juft  at  that  time  many  pious  perfons  were  a^lually  * 
engaged  in  offering  up  their  fupplications  for  the 
Apoftle,  when  they  were  aiTured  by  his  arrival  amongfl: 
them,  diat  they  had  obtained  acceptance.  After  in* 
dulging  bis  grateful  and  devout  fenfations  with  his- 
friends  and  brethren,  praifing  God  for  this  extraor- 
dinary difpenfation,  he  retired,  probably  for  his  ownt 
ftiety.  His  difappointed  enemies  were  enraged  at  hi9 
eicape,^  and  the  guards,  who  had  been  fet  over  him^ 
put  to  death  in  his  ftead.  '^  Great  and  marvellous 
are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty;  juft  and  true 
are  thy  way?,  thou  King  of  faints !  who  fhall  not 
fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy  name*?"  He  is 
••  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in  working," 
who  "  pleadeth  the  caufe  of  his  people  -ti.""  He  may 
fiiffer  them  to  be  ppprefled  through  tyrants,  yet  iif 
many  remarkable  cafes  he  has  difplayed  hi»  regard  for 
them,  and  proved,  that  ''their  Redeemer  is  ftrongj.'* 
The  inftance  before  us  ftands  asa  convincing  token  of 
bis  gracious  attention  to  prayer;  The  importunate 
cries  of  the  poor  perfecuted  faints,  opened  the  prifon 
doors,  and  delivered  an  Apoftle.  O  let  us  be  en« 
couraged,  in  every  diftrefs,  to  make  known  our  re- 
quefts  unto  God-,  with  greater  frequency- and  fervour, 
and  we  (hall  furely  prevail ! 

St.  Peter  is  again  introduced  to  our  notice  in 
^'f'  the  grand  council  of  the  Church  at  Jerufelemf^ 
When  the  queftion  was  there  agitated^  whe- 
ther an  obedience  to  the  Mofaic  law  fhould  be  urged 
upon  the  believing  Gentiles,  he  rofe  up  and  declared^ 
how  God  had  commiffioned  him  to^preach  the  Gofpel 
to  the  imcircumcifed,  given  them  the  Holy  Spirit^  and 
purified  their  hearts  by  faith  §.  He  argued,  therefore^ 
Aat,  being  received  to- the  divine  favour  without  any      i 
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ceremonial  obfervances,  they  fhould  be  left  to  their 
full  liberty ;  and  he  maintained  the  imporunt  dodbine, 
that  none  can  be  faved  any  otherwife  than  through 
the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

Yet,  on  one  occafion  afterwards,  be  a£ted  incon- 
fiftently  with  his  profefled  principles.  At  Antiochhe 
lived  on  terms  of  Chriftian  fellowihip  with  the  coa» 
verted  Gentiles,  but  at  length  withdrew  from  their 
fociety,  through  the  fear  of  difplealing  certain  Jewifll 
zealots,  who  came  to  the  place*.  This  wavering 
conduS  produced  bad  effeds.  Many,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  his  example,  betrayed  die  fame  timidity; 
and,  while  he  endeavoured  to  conciliate  one  fide,  he 
grieved  and  daggered  another.  St.  Paul,  therefore, 
very  fharply  reproved  him,  reprefenting,  that  from  his 
behaviour  it  might  feem,  as  if  he  did  not  confiderthe 
believing  Gentiles  in  a  ftate  of  acceptance,  or  had 
renounced  the  fundamental  dodtrine  of  juftification  by 
faith  alone. 

What  fhall  we  fay  to  this  inftance  of  unfteadinefe? 
We  prefume  not  to  d:;fend  it  j  "  becaufe  he  was  to 
be  blamed.'*  It  does  not  appear,  that  he  ofFered  any 
cxcufe  for  himfelf,  and  we  (hould  hope,  that  he  frankly 
confeffed  and  immediately  repented  of  his  fault.  The 
moft  eminent  Apoftles  are  not  propofed  as  perfe£t  pat- 
terns. They  all  difcovered  failings,  and  were  liable 
to  be  again  and  again  overcome  by  temptations,  even 
as  we  are.  Let  uf  beware  for  ourfelves.  Are  there 
not  thofe  among  us,  who  are  guilty  of  mean  com- 
pliances, and  who,  not  merely  in  one  inftance,  but 
habitually,  countera£):  the  didates  of  confcience, 
through  fear  of  temporal  inconveniences  ?  Do  we  not 
too  much  confult  the  world,  how  far  they  will  allow 
us  to  afllxiate  with  ferious  Chriftians  ?  L»et  us  abhor 
diflimulation,  ainl  aft  an  open  and  upright  part. 
Whatever  we  may  fuiFer,  let  us  determine  to  **  walk 
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tccording  to  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel,"  and  not  hcfi- 
fate  to  (hew  our  cordial  attachment  to  the  people  of 
God. 

Peter  betrayed  a  wrong  fpirit,  and  Paul  was  hij 
reprover :  this  very  circumftance  is  a  confirmation  of 
the  dodlrine,  which  they  preached.  If  there  had 
been  any  collufion,  any  cheat  pra<Sbifed  upon  mankind^ 
it  would  certainly  have  been  difcovered,  when  the 
two  great  champions  differed.  Yet  even  then  they 
perfedtly  agreed  in  matters  of  opinion,  and  afterwards 
continued  to  maintain  the  fame  principles,  and  pro«» 
inote  the  fame  work,  as  ^^  labourers  together  witb 
God.'' 

The  life  of  St.  Peter  was  protrafted  to  a  coniider-^ 
able  length,  and  fpent  in  a£l;ive  exertions  for  the  ho- 
nour of  his  Mafter.  It  (hould  feem,  that  his  wiffe 
accompanied  him  in  his  travels,  and  that  they  both 
fubfifted  upon  the  bounty  of  others  ♦.  Some  precious 
remains  of  his  writing  are  tranfmitted  to  us ;  and  by 
fliefc  he  yet  fpeaketh,  and  will  fpeak  to  the  end  of 
time.  His  t.vo  Epiftles  were  addreffed  to  the  difperfed 
Chriftians,  for  the  purpofe  of  comforting  them  in 
their  troubles,  confirming  them  in  the  faith,  warning 
them  againft  feducers,  eiilivening  their  hopes,  and 
regulating  their  conduct.  Let  us  ftudy  thefe  in-  ^ 
fpired  exhortations  with  ferious  attention,  till  they 
have  produced  their  full  influence  upon  our  hearts." 
Safely  we  cannot  refufe  to  liflen  to  fo  venerable  "  an 
elder,**  who  had  been  "  a  witnefs  of  the  fufFerings 
of  Chrif^,*'  and  expefted  to  be  '*  a  partaker  of  the 
glory  that  fhall  be  revealed  f.**  Both  thefe  Epiftles 
were  compofed  in  his  old  age;  and  in  the  fecond  of 
them,  efpecially,  his  language  is  that  of  one,  who 
Confldered  his  difTolution  as  at  hand,  and  who  was 
taking  leave  of  the  world.  Here,  then,  he  has  de-' 
Kvered  his  mofl  folemn  thoughts,  in  the  near  view  of 
eternity.     And  did  he  waver  in  his  mind  i  Did  he 
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renounce  his  principles?  No:  far  otherwife*  Rs 
defired  moft  earneftly,  that  his  inftru£lions  might  be 
always  remembered  after  his  deceafe  *  i  and,  having 
deicribed,  with  an  aftoniQiing  grandeur  and  majefty, 
the  deftruiSUon  of  the  earth,  and  the  appearance  of 
Chrift  as  the  univerial  Jud^  he  added,  ^  What 
manner  of  perfons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  conver- 
&tion  and  godlinefi,  looking  for  and  haftkig  unto  the 
coming  of  the  day  of  God  f  F" 
A.  D.  At  length  he  fini(hed  his  courfe  in  aa  honour- 
about  able  manner:  he  died  a  martyf,.  (it  is  thought 
^7*  when  he  was  about  feventy-five  years  old)  and 
(ealed  with  his  blood  the  truth,  which  he  had  preached^ 
His  Lord  had  foretold^  that  he  (hould  be  taken  off  by 
a  violent  death,  even  that  of  crucifixion^;  and  this 
came  to  pafs  under  the  tyranny  of  Nero.  It  is  be- 
lieved, that  both  he  and  St.  Paul  fuffered  at  Rome 
about  the  bme  time  ;  and  that  St»  Peter  was  crucified 
with  his  head  downwards^  at  his  own  defiFe,  as  if  he 
thought  himftlf  unworthy  to  refembLe  his  Mafter.  Be 
that  as  it  may>  he  new  appears  in  glorjE,  where, 
amongft  all  "  the  noWe  army  of  martyrs  ^"  he  will 
admire  and  praife  his  God  and  Saviour,,  and  reiga 
with  him  for  ever  and  ever. 

Many  Prophets,  Apoilles,  and  mini fters,.  have  lofl: 
their  lives  in  vindication  of  the  Gofpel  i  but>  while 
we  lament  the  removal  of  fuch  able  advocates^  we  re- 
joice that  God  will  plead  bis  own  caufe>  and  make 
the  word  of  his  grace  to  profper  from  age  to  age* 
We  would  enquire  of  every  reader.  Is  not  thfut  fyflm 
of  faith^  for  which  St.  Peter  diedy  worthy  your  atten- 
tion ?  Or,  '^  how  (hall  you  efcape,.  if  you  negled  fo 
great  falvation  ?'*  Defire,  then,  to  know  and  fed  the 
excellency  of  thofe  principles,  for  the  defence  of 
which  fo  much  has  been  done  and  fufiered :  accord- 
ing to  the  exhortation  of  this  infpired  writer,.  ^'  give 
diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  eledtion  fure  |/* 
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yphn^  hh  panntage  and  occupation-^ aiUed  by  ChriJI^^ 
appointed  an  Apoftle^aw  the  transfiguration^-^forbad 
9rse  cajhng  out  devils — propofed  to  confttme  the  Sama-^ 
titans — petitioned  for  the  highffi  placc'^attended  hi». 
Lord  at  the  lajt  piffover^  in  Gethjemane^  and  by  the 
crofs — thefirji  who  believed  the  reJurre£iion^^laboUred 
Vfith  Peter  at  Jerufalem^  and  in  Samaria^^baniflied 
to  Patmos— preached  and  died  at  EphefuS'-^s  Gofpel, 
EpiJileSf  and  Revelations. 

J\JA^  the  Apoftlcs  of  Jefus,  exceptmg  the  traitor, 
pofleiTed  a  real  excellence  of  chara(^er ;  yet  in  fome 
pf  them  we  may  trace  a  difference :  a  difFerence, 
probably^  diftini^  from  the  influence  of  divine  grace^ 
arifing  from  their  natural  tempers  and  conilicutions. 
They  were  ally  but  not  equally^dear  to  their  Matter : 
ibme  obtained  marks  of  his  peculiar  cfteem.  We 
preiiime  not  to  cenfure  his  condu£l,  or  to  demand  the 
reafons  on  which  he  a&s.  He  is  the  fovereign  Lord, 
and  has  a  right  to  beftow  his  fevours,  when  and  as 
be  pleafes.  Threc>  out  of  the  twelve,  were  honoured 
above  the  reft  by  his  attention  :  and,  of  thefe  three, 
one  was  admitted  to  a  nearer  intimacy,  and  a  larger 
(hare  of  his  regard.  This  was  he,  whofe  hiftory  is 
now  introduced  to  our  notice,  and  who  is  fo 
frequently  de(cribed  by  that  exprefBon,  <^  the  difci- 
ple,  whom  Jefus  loved."  St.  John,  it  is  allowecf, 
poflefibd  an  uncommon  fweetnefe  of  temper ;  and^  per- 
bapi^  that  Aroag  advdion,  and  clofe  union  nv^cVv  ^^:^cw 
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fifted  between  him  and  his  Lord,  may  be  afcribed  to 
the  fimilarity  of  their  difpofitions.  Certain  it  is,  that  in 
proportion  as  we  cultivate  the  fpirit  of  love,  we  (hall 
enjoy  a  familiarity  of  intercourfe  with  Chrift.  An 
imitation  of  this  favoured  Apoftle  will,  likewife,  bring 
credit  to  our  profeffion  of  the  Gofpel,  and  add  much 
to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  our  own  fouls* 

The  followers  of  Jefus  were  chiefly  fuih  as  obtained 
not  any  high  diilinSion  among  men.  He  makes  no 
account  of  the  embellifliments,  which  catch  the  no* 
tice  and  admiration  of  the  world  :  he  pafles  by  man/ 
of  the  moft  elevated  rank,  and  ^^  exalteth  them  of  low 
degree.**  The  parentage  of  John  was  mean ;  his 
fituation  in  life,  obfcure.  His  brother  James  and  he 
were  fons  of  Zebedte,  a  fiftierman  at  Bethfaida  in 
Galilee,  and  brought  up  to  the  fame  occupation. 
Thefe  two  were  partners  with  Peter  and  Andrew  in 
the  concerns  of  their  trade,  and  commenced  their  at- 
tendance upon  the  Saviour  at  the  fame  time*.  Being 
ftruck  vvith  amazement  at  the  miraculous  draught  of 
fifties,  which  had  been  taken  under  the  du-cfifcipn  of 
Jefus,  they  were  inftantly  difpofed  to  ob  y  his  call 
At  his  word  thty  forfook  their  father,their  veflels,  and 
employment :  thence  becoming  his  ftated  followers, 
they  were  prepared  for  the  Apoftlefliip,  to  which  they 
were  foon  afterwards  appointed.  The  fummons,  pro- 
nounced by  Chrift,  being  accompanied  to  their  hearts 
by  the  influence  of  his  Spirit,  prevented  or  removed 
every  objection.  Thus  alft),  in  general,  the  people, 
who  enter  upon  his  fervice,  are  "  willing  in  the  day 
of  his  power  f"  to  undergo  every  difliculty  for  his 
fake.  Let  us  pray  with  our  Church,  tnat,  after  this 
example,  we  may  forfake  all  worldly  and  carnal  afFec- 
tions  and  be  evermore  ready  to  follow  God's  holy 
commandments  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  J. 

The  two  brothers,  probably,  refembled  each  other 
Jo  difpofition,  and  are  fo  frequently  mentioned  toge- 
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ther^  that,  we  fliall  find  many  oF  the  fame  things' re* 
latcd  of  them  both.  When  ordained  to  the  Apoftle- 
fikipi  they  were  called  by  one  name,  "  Boanerges," 
or  *'  fons  of  thunder  *."  The  appellation,  we  pre- 
fame,  does  not  \mp\y  that  the  manner  of  their  addreis 
was  terrific,  which  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the 
gentle  and  Jovingfpirit  of  St.  John,  but  -it  denotes^ 
rather,  the  fervour  of  their  zeal,  and  the  efficacy  of 
their  preaching,  which,  like  thunder,  {hook  many 
hearts,  and  overcame  the  ftrongcft  oppo.fition,  *0  for 
men  of  this  defcriptlofi,  to  ftand  fortlji  as  advocates  for 
Chrifl:  in  the  prefent  age! 

John  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  youngcft  of  the 
Apoftles,.  jiuid^  appoiht^4  to  the  facred  ftin6iipn,  when 
He  w;as  not ^  more  \han.  twenty- fix  years  old. «  It  is 
truly  defirable,  to  gi^re  up  the  heart  to  God,  and  be* 
gin  his  wbric,  in  early  life  ;  that  oufr  beft  days  arid  the 
vigour  .both  of  body  and  mind  maybe  devoted  to  his 
fervi(:e..  How  much  mifchief  might  thus  be  prevented, 
what  extenfive  ufefulnefs  promoted !  '  ' 

St.  John  was  one  of  the  three  honoured  compani- 
ons of  Chrift,  who  were  admitted  to  behold  him  in  hi§ 
glory  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration  f ;  Probably, 
from  that  heavenly  vifion  he  was  led  with  greater 
earnellnefs  to  contemplate  and  admire  his  divine 
Mafter,  of  whofe  dignity  he  had  received  fuch  a 
tranfcendent  proof.  He  recommended  him,  there- 
fore, to  the  regard  of  others,  from  a  clear  knowledge 
of  his  perfoo,  and  an  attentive  confideratlon  of  his 
excellency.  Thus  he  writes,  "  That 'which  =  was 
from  the  beginning,  which  we  have  heard,  which  we 
have  feen  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon,* 
imd  our.  hands  have  handled,  of  the  word  of  life,  de- 
clare we.  unto  yoU)  that  ye  alfo  may  have  fellowfhip^ 
yn'ith  us  j." 

*  Mar.  iii«  ^7.        f  Matt.  xrii.  i.         {  i  John  i.  x<— 5. 
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Yet  even  in  Jotin,  though  favoured  with  the  moA 
intimate  communications  of  the  Saviour,  we  perceive 
the  depravity  of  human  nature.  He  felt  the  confli^ 
•arifm^  from  ^'  the  flefh  lufting  againft  the  Spirit,'* 
and  difcovered  feme  failings  that  we  fliould  not  have 
expeAed  in  an  Apoftle,  and  efpecially  in  one  k  much 
diftinguifhed  for  his  meeknefs  and  love»  What  other 
concludon  can  we  dr»w>  than  this^  ^^  Let  no  man  glory 
in  men*?" 

On  a  certain  occafion^  whilft  Jefus  inculcated  hu« 
Biility,  John  feemed  to  be  convinced  of  a£Hng  un- 
iuitably  to  this  temper ;  at  leaft,'he  defired  to  know> 
whether  his  conduct  had  been  coniiftent»  He  ok- 
ferved,  that  he  and  fome  other  of  the  difciples  had 
feen  a  perfon  cafting  out  devils  in  the  name  of  Chrift, 
and  forbidden  him  to  profecate  that  fervice,  merely 
becaufe  he  belonged  not  to  their  company  f.  7  hi^ 
evidently,  betrayed  a  narrowneft  and  bigotry  of  miod, 
which,  therefore,  met  with  a  reproof*  The  admoni- 
tion, then  de-ivered,  teaches  us,  that  thofe,  who  proicft 
a  real  regard  to,  and  dependence  on,  the  Saviour,  and 
who  promote  his  caufe,  ought  not  to  be  rafhly  ce&- 
llired  or  diicouraged,  though  they  alTociate  ndt  widi 
us,  and  though  jn  fome  re^e£ts  they  differ  from  ou^ 
iemiments.  Alas!  there  are. few,  who  poflefs  that 
extenfive  liberality,  which  our  religion  calls  for.  Are 
we  not  all  prone  to  condemn  fuch,  as  accord*  not  ex* 
^(tiy  with  our  fyftem,.  and  comply  not  with  our  forms,. 
even  where  we  are  forced  to  acknowledge,  that  they 
obey  the  fame  Mafter,  and  exert  themfelves  for  the 
fubverfion  of  Satan's  kingdom  ? 

Upon  our  Lord's  journey  to  Jerufalem,  certain  Sa- 
maritans refufed  to  entertain  him,  through  their  hatred 
of  the  Jewiih  nation  J.  Johji  and  his  brother  confi- 
dered  this  infolent  treatment  as  deferving  of  the  fc<^ 

#  I  Cor.  ill.  21.         t  Mar.  IX.  3S— ^     take  hu  49%  s^ 
X  Luke  is.  51— 56. 
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ereft  punifhtnent,  and  propofed  to  call  down  upon 
ic  offenders  fire  from  heaven,  as  Elijah  had  once 
one  on  a  different  occafion*  Doubtlefs,  they  afted 
nder  the  habitual  influence  of  love  to  Chrift  and  • 
eal  for  his  name,  yet  at  that  time  they  were  inftigated 
y  refentment  and  a  warmth  of  paffion,  which  cannot 
e  juftified,  Jefus,  therefore^  very  (harply  rebuked 
leir  rafhnefe  and  impetuofity^  as  inconfiflent  with  ihd" 
ature  of  his  religion  and  the  bene voknt  objedt  of  his 
liffion.  "  The  Son  of  man  is  not  come  to  deftroy 
len's  lives,  but  to  fave  them/*  And  fllall  his  foUow- 
rs  be  furious  and  vindiftive,  or  purfue  thetr  adverfa- 
ies  with  bitter  execrations  ?  Will  any  infults  or  inju- 
ies  vindicate  fuch  a  temper?  Will  you  plead,  under  a 
vehemence  of  this  fort,  that  you  are  aftuated  by  a  pure 
cgard  to  God  and  his  truth  r  Alas  ?  you  deceive  your- 
elves :  *^  ye  know  not  what  manner  of  fpirit  ye  are 
>fc"  Far  different  are  the  weapons,  which  yoa 
hould  ufe  in  contending  againft  infidels  and  heretic<?» 
'  The  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righteoufnefs 
>f  God*.'*  O  fludy  the  genius  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
be  tendency  of  its  pririciples  !  Is  not  its  main  defiga 
:o  promote  peace  and  fatvation  ?  And  has  not  the 
jrcat  Founder  of  your  faith  exhibited  an  aflonifhin^ 
example  of  forgivenefs  and  kindnefs  to  enemies  7 
[low,  then,  does  it  appear,  that  you  have  learned 
Chrift^  while  you  burn  witb  refentment  and  indigna;* 
ion  ? 

The  warmth  of  our,Apoftle  upon  this  occafibit 
muft  be  afcribcd,  in  part  at  leafl,  to  his  prejudice 
againft  the  Samaritans,  whom  he  had  been  taught  ta 
hate  from  his  youth.  He  had  often  fecn  his  Mafter 
infulted,  and  treated  with  greater  contumely  by  the 
Scribes  and  Pharifees;  and  yet  he  had  never  expreffed 
a  wifh  to  call  down  fire  upon  them.  So  great  is  the 
force  of  education !  Still,  it  muft  be  allowed^  the  fu>^ 
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rious  propofal,  coming  from  one  of  fo  fweet  a  difpo- 
fition  9S  St.  John,  is  perfectly  irrcconcileable,  except 
we  acknowledge  the  corrupt  ftate  of  human  nature^ 
even  in  the  regenerate.  Thus,  alfo,  it  appears,  that 
many  of  the  faints  of  God,  in  certain  circumftances 
of  temptation,  have  a6led  in  dire£i  oppofition  to  thofe 
habits  and  tempers,  for  which  they  aie  moft  diftin- 
guiftied.  When  we  read  of  intemperance  in  Noab, 
anger  in  Mof'es,  impatience  in  Job,  cowardice  in 
Peter ;  fliall  we  wonder,  that  fome  fpark^  of  refent- 
ment  remained  even  in  John?  Let  us  beware  forour- 
fclves,  and  confider  by  what  principles  we  are  in- 
fluenced :  ^^  He  that  trufteth  in  his  own  heart,  is  a 
fool*." 

We  are  obliged  to  take  notice  of  another  inftance^ 
in  which  the  liiflre  of  this  eminent  chara6ltr  was  ob- 
fcured.  When  our  Lord  was  travelling  to  Jerufalcm- 
for  the  laft  time,  and  had  juft  foretold  his  approacking: 
paffion,  the  Apoftles  James  and  John  preferred  a  pe- 
tition, through  the  mediation  of  their  mother,  that 
they  might  be  appointed  to  the  higheft  pofts  in  bii 
kingdom  f  •  The  requeft  arofe  from  their  caroal  po- 
tions of  the  MefTiah's  ere£ting  a  temporal  dominion^. 
and  evidently  favoured  of  an  ambitious  fpirit.    It  was 

f)articularly  ttrange  and  prepoflerous,  that  they  ihould 
ay  their  fchemes  for  worldly  advancement,  when  in- 
armed that  their  Matter  was  about  to  fuflFer  the  ut- 
mofl  extremity*  A  reproof  was  necefTary ;  and  ac- 
cordingly the  Saviour  reprehended  them,  uiougb  witii 
peculiar  mildnefs.  "  Ye  know  not,."  faid  he^  "  what 
ye  a(k."  Ah  !  how  often  do  we  come  under  this 
condemnation!  Through  the  prevalence  of  wrong 
^edions  ^^  we  afk  amifs  ;'*  and  God  in  great  mercy 
,  refufes  to  grant  our  fupplications.- 

Jefus  enquired  of  them,  "  Are  ye  able  to  drink  of 
the  cup,  that  I  fhall  drink  of,  and  to  be  baptized  with 

*  Prov.  xjiviii.  a 6;         f  Matt.  xx.  IJ— X3»     Mar*  x^3*-^ 

Lukexviii.  31— 3V 

Ihl 


ST.  j.oH!».  a^. 

the  baptifiiTj  that  I  am  baptized  with  ?'*  Or  in  other 
words,  ''  Can  you  take  part  with  me  in  thofe  tre- 
mendous afflictions,  which  I  an.i  going  to  endure  ?'* 
They  did  not  wifh  to  .decline  the  moft  painful  fervice.;. 
but,  perhaps  with  much  ignorance  and  fclf-confidence^ 
they  replied,  "  We  are  able."  He  warned  them 
to  expiedt  the  fevere  conflivil:,  and  oblVrvcd,  that  the 
diipofal  of  future  hoilours  mull  be  left  to  the  fovereiga 
pleafure  of  God,  Agreeably  to  this  prediilion,.  they 
were  honoured  with  a  flijre  in  their  Mafter's  fuffer- 
ings  :  John  with  bonds^  flripes,  imprifonment,  and 
exile  ;  and  James  with  a  fp.eedy  martyrdom. 
•  Chriftians,  you  perceive' from  this  example,  that> 
though  in  the  finccrity  of  "your  hearts  you  have  relin« 
quilhed  all  for'  the  Gofpel's  fake,  you  may  ftill  be; 
fempted  to  entertain  improper  thoughts  and  defi,re^ 
through  covetoufnefs  or  ambitbn.  Can  you  fo  boail; 
of  your  own  ftrength,  as  to  fuppofe  yourfelves  inp^ 
pable  of  beixig  ajfiuated  by  any  carnal  motives  ?  Ra*^ 
<hcr,  do  you  pot  /eel  fuch  corrupt  affections,  as  cover 
jou^with  canfafioh,  and  almoft  overwhelm  you  witi^ 
diftrei*s  ?  This  part  of  our  hiftory  may  afford  yo\i 
(bme.  relief.  We  do  not  vindicate,  what  is  i;i  anip 
mcstfure  oppoiite  to  a  holy,  fpi ritual  frame  of  mind. 
But  it  may  ftill  encourage  your  hope  to  obferve^ 
that  tboie,  who  were  dear  to  God  and  eminent  in  his 
fervice,  fometimes  betrayed  ftrajnge  incon/iftencies. 
Let  the  fubjedl,  however,  produce  real  humiliation, 
and*  excite  you  to  conftant  circumfpe<Si:ion.  Being 
apprized  of  your  danger,  you  fhould  implore  ailift* 
ance. 

.  There  are  thofe,  who  feem  to  exult  in  the  failings 
pf  good  men,  as  if  they  proved  the  whole  fyftem  of 
religion  to  be  a  cheat  and  delufion.  But  how  unfair, 
as  w?U  as  impious,  is  fuch  a  conduct !  We  allow,  that 
cvcrj  the  Apoftles  felt  fome  degree  of  prejudice,  am» 
bition,  and  refentmeht :  but  does  this  conceffion  de- 
tnid  frqok  the  general  excellence  of  theii  ch^ita^^t^ 
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Rather,  have  they  not  evinced  their  integrity,  by  die*' 
clarino;  their  awn  defefls  ? 

Will  you  maintain,  that,  becaufe  the  fiints  of  God^ 
are  not  perfeft^  you,  who  refolutely  perfcvere  in  the 
praftice  of  fin,  are  as  fafe  as  they  I  Is  there  not  an- 
cffential  difference  ?  Their  habitual  aim  and  delight  is 
to  do  the  will  of  God  >  your%  to  gratify^your  cor- 
rupt naturcy  in  oppofition  to  Him.  They  arc  hum- 
bled and  grieved  for  their  feilures  in  duty  :  you  jufti- 
S"  a  continual  fyftem  of  tranfereffion,  and  imitate- 
em  only  in  thofe  things,  which  they  deeply  lament^ 
and  confider  as  a  difgrace  to  their  profeffion.  Hovr 
totally  diffimilar  T  The  comparifon  cannot  flatter  your 
pride :  it  (hews  the  odioufnefs  of  your  prevailing  tem- 
per, and  the  danger,  to  which  your  fo  'Is  areexpofed.- 

Jefus  reproved  the  improper  defires  of  his  bdoveif 
difciple,  but  did  not  wididraw  his  kindnefs*.  Jdiff 
ftill  remained  his  conftant  attendant,  and  moft  inti- 
mate friend.^  He  was  fent  in  company  with  Peter  to 
prepare  the  paflbver  ♦ ;  and  during  the  hA  folemrf 
celebration  of  that  feftival,  it  is  remarked,  that  John 
leaned  on  the  bofom  of  his  dear  Lord:  that  is,  accord" 
ing  to  their  pofture  at  taMe,  he  fat  the  neareft  f^  It> 
that  place,  which  was  granted  him  as  a  token  of 
peculiar  affe6l;ion,  he  could  propofe  queftions,  miper<* 
ceived  by  the  reft :  and  accordingly,  having  afted^ 
who  was  the  traitor,  he  firft  received  the  intunatioDy 
that  Judas  was  the  man. 

St.  John  was  admitted  into  the  garden  of  Gethfe- 
mane,  where  the  Saviour  retired  for  fecret'  prayer) 
and  at  the  time  when  he  endured-  his  tremenaous 
agony  J.  There  alfo,.  like  Peter  and  James,  Ais  fo- 
voured  Apoftle  betrayed  a  very  finful  remiflTnefs,  and 
fpent  in  ffeep  the  precious  moments,  which  ought  to 
have  been  improved  in  holy  watchftdneis  and  fervent 
devotion.     It  is  acknowledged,^  too,  that,  wh^n-  hil 

•  Luke  XMu  t.     ^  John  «u\s  i^^i6.     %  Mitt  axii.  36—4^ 


Iionl  WTii  apprehended)  he,  as  well  as  the  other  dilci- 
pies,  forfook  him  aiid  fled,  in  violation  of  the  moft  fo- 
knm  promifes  *•  Yet,  being  foon  recovered,  he  fol^ 
lowed. him  to  ^he  place  of  trial,  and  ft  cod  there  as  a 
iilent  witnefs  of  the  contempt  and  cruelty,  with 
which  he  was  treated. 

When  Jefus  was  nailed  to  the  -crofs,  expofed  to  all 
the  infults  and  outrage  of  the  people,  John  had  the 
fortitude  to  continue  by  him,  even  to  the  laft,  and^ 
probably,  was  the  only  Apoflle,  who  did  fof-  His 
conftancy  and  fidelity  were  well  compenfated.  His 
■dying  Mafter  looked  on  him  and  gave  him  a  flgnal 
token  of  regard.  He  requefted  his  dear  mother  to 
confider  this  beloved  difciple  as  her  own  fon,  and 
commended  her  alfo,  in  her  difconfolate  ftate,  to  the 
care  of  John,  who,  accordingly,  received  her  to  his 
iioufe,  and  treated  her  with  all  iilial  tendernefs  and 
jrefped*  Shall  not  we,  like  wife,  learn  to  maintain  a 
Arm  attachment  to  the  Saviour,  be  mindful  of  his  fo- 
lemn  injun(9:ions,  and  efteem' ourfelves  honoured  in 
fulfilling  them  ?  Though  we  can  fhew  no  perfonal 
Jcindne&  to  him  or  his  parent,  yet  he  has  conftituted 
the  poor  as  his  reprefentatives,  and  intrufted  them 
to  us.  Let  none  of  his  people  refufe  or  negledt  the 
charge. 

'W  hen  Chrift  was  rifen  from  the  dead,  our  Apoftle, 
accompanied  by  Peter,  ran  with  eager  haile  to  examine 
die  fepulchre,  upon  the  report  of  Mary  Magdalene.  It 
ihould  feem,  that  from  his  view  of  the  place,  and  of 
4he  orderly  dtfpoiltion  of  the  burial  clothes,  he  was 
the  firft  who  believed  the  important  fafl:  of  the  refur- 
Tedion  J.  On  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  he  was 
•one  of  the  aflTembly,  to  whom  Jefus  appeared  :  but,^ 
fHTobably,  he  was  not  favoured  with  any  feparate  vi- 
iion  of  him  ;  nor  could  that  be  needful,  if,  as  we  fup« 

*  M«tt  «xvi.  56.  f  John  xiz.  z6, 27.  %  John  xx.  i<«»xo» 
Ikt  Waft  on  the  Kelunreaiojw 


was  condefiined,  as  he  himfeif  affirms,  "  for  the 
of  God,  and  for  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  Chrift  -J 
that  dreary  fituation  he  continued  for  nearly  two 
and  then,  upon  Domitian's  deceafe,  returned 
charge  at  Ephefus,  where  he  long  remained  a  h 
to  the  Church,  a  ^ithful  witnefs  and  ftrenuous 
cate  for  the  truth  of  the  GofpeL 

It  is  recorded,  that  at  a  very  advanced  age, 
unable  to  walk  or  preach,  he  was  conftantly  i 
to  the  public  affcmblies,  and  -there  exhorted  th 
pie  by  that  fhort  fentence,  fo  expreflive  of  his  j 
[pirit,  "  My  little  children,  let  us  love  one  aiK 
At  laft  he  died  in  peace,  having  been  a  martyr 
life,  and  wonderfully  prefcrved  from  violence, 
benefit  of  others,  till  he  had  attained  almoft  a  h 
years. 

Let  us  admire  and  praife  the  grace  of  God,  ex 
jfi  this  eminent  Apoftle,  and  confider  our  oblij 
to  imitate  his  example.  There  are  thofe,  perhaf 
plead,  that  they  arc  not  called  to  the  fami 
fundVion.  But  do  you,  therefore,  juftify  your 
affections  and  purfuits  i  Or  do  you  thinlc  it  dk 
in  a  private  fituation,  to  be  proud,  felfifh,  in 
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oar  rriinds,  if  you  love  the  world  and  the  things  of 
le  world,  if  you  are  afhamed  of,  or  averfe  to,  the 
xercifes  of  devotion,  your  pretences  to  religion  arc 
ain. 

Our  Apoftle  lived  to  fee  the  Gofpel  propagated  to 
large  extent,  yea,  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
iiown  world.  But  he  beheld,  alfo,  the  corruption, 
s  well  as  the  increafe,  of  the  Chriftian  Church. 
blany  pernicious  errors  were,  even  in  that  early  age, 
broached  and  diffeminated,  relating  to  the  perfon  of 
he  Redeemer :  among  other?,  there  were  thofe,  who 
lenied  the  doctrine  of  his  Divinity.  An  opinion  fo 
langerous  could  not  but  excite  the  notice  and  the 
jrief  of  this  venerable  preacher  of  the  faith  :  accord- 
ngly,  be  fet  himfelf  in  firm  oppofition.  **  This,'* 
aid  he,  "  is  that  fpirit  of  Antichrift,  whereof  you 
lave  heard,  that  it  fhould  come,  and  even  now  already 
s  it  in  the  world  *."  Ought  we  not  to  lament,  that 
indent  herefies  are  revived  in  the  prefent  day,  and 
fareaten  to  deluge  our  land  ?  Or  (hall  we  be  indiffer- 
ent about  the  confequence  ?  Is  it  of  no  importance,  in 
)rfiat  light  the  Saviour  is  regarded  ?  Whether  he  be 
vorfhipped  and  adored  as  God  over  all,  or  degraded 
nto  a  mere  man  like  ourfelves?  Ah!  where  is  our 
tfcl  for  the  truth  ? 

We  blefs  God  for  the  writings  of  the  Apoflle, 
jrhich  will  enable  us  to  refift  and  confute  the  erro* 
icous  and  deftruiSlive  reprcfentations  of  perverfe  and 
ingodly  men.  He  was  honoured  in  being:  employed 
IS  one  of  the  facred  authors  of  the  New  Teftament : 
md,  while  we  confcfs  that  "  all  fcripture  is  given  by 
infpiration  of  God,'*  and  claims  our  regard,  we 
perceive  a  peculiar  fweetnefs,  fpirituality,  and  fubli- 
nity  in  St,  John's  compofitions.     Probably  for  the 

•  I  John  iv.  3.  See  Dr.  Horlley'a  Charge  and  Letters,  in  which  it 
8  proved,  that  St,  Jphn*s  affertions  were  cxprcfi.ly  levelled  againrt  thofe 
ftko  denied  the  Deity  of  Chriit,  U  well  as  againft  them,  who  allowed 
Mt  his  hom^nity. 
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clear  and  comprehenfive  revelations,  with  uhich  he 
was  favoured,  the  profound  myfteries,  which  he  has 
delivered,  and  the  heavenly  manner,  in  which  he  hat 
treated  them,  he  has  been  called  the  Divine. 

His  Gofpel  was  publillied  after  all  the  others,  not 
only  for  tha  purpofe  of  recording  many  things,  which 
they  had  omitted,  but  with  an  e(pecial  view  to  oppofe 
the  herefies  of  the  Gnoftics,  and  to^ffert  the  God- 
head of  Chrift.  He  introduces  the  hiftory  with  an 
elevated  preface,  in  which  he  has  explicitly  declared 
the  excellency  and  Deity  of  his  Mailer ;  and  he  re- 
lates many  of  thofe  wonderful  difcourfes,  which  prove 
and  difplay  the  iupreme  perfedions  of  Jefus.  He 
bears  a  decided  teftimony,  even  towards  the  doTe  of 
life,  not  only  that  the  Word,  which  was  made  llefli, 
originally  was  with  God  and  was  God,  but  alfo  that 
•he  himfelf  "beheld  his  glory,"  and  **  received  of  his 
fiilnefe  *•"  Let  us  pray  for  more  enlarged  concep- 
tions of  '*  the  great  myftery  of  godlinefs;"  and,  as 
we  advance  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  Chtift,  theie 
authentic  memorials  will  become  more  and  more  pre-i 
cious  in  our  eftimation. 

The  Epiftles  of  St.  John  difcover  thq  diftinguifhing 
part  of  his  charafter.  Muft  not  every  reader  acknow- 
ledge, that  die  infpired  author  breathed  nothing  but 
love  ^And  is  not  this  allowed  to  be  the  peculiar  badge, 
of  our  profeffion  ?  Yet  alas !  we  lament  that  contrary 
difpofitions  prevail  in  the  Qjtiriflian  world.  What 
confufion  I^  produced  amon^'iis  by  envy,  ftrife,  and 
revenge  ?  We  would,  therefore,  enforce  the  exhorta- 
tions of  the  Apoftle-:  *'  Beloved,  let  us  love  one  an- 
other :  for  love  is  of  God ;  and  every  one  that  loveth 
is  born  of  God  and  knoweth  God :  He  that  Jovcth 
not,  knoweth  not  God ;  for  God  is  love  f.'*  Accord- 
ing to  this  decifion,  but  few  have  attained  the  right 

*  John  I.  i-»i6«         f  z  John  iv«  7»  8* 
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knowledge  of  the  Gofpel,  and  thofe,  who  have  made 
the  greateft  progrefs^  have  yet  much  more  to  learn. 

The  fublime  and  myfterious  book  of  the  Revela- 
tions was  written  by  St.  John  during  nis  banilhment 
in  the  ifle  of  Patmos.  The  Lord  God  vouchfafed  to 
favour  him  with  Angular  vifions  and  difcoveries,  and 
to  place  him,  as  it  were,  ip  the  verge  of  heaven,  when 
Cxclu<icd  from  fpciety.  The  counfcls  of  Jehovah,  re- 
fpe^ing  futpr^  ^g^h  ^^^^  declared  to  him  :  and  thefe 
)ie  has  faithfully  recorded.  Here,  then,  is  exhibited 
a  feries  of  prophecy,  which  unfolds  the  grand  fchemes 
of  Providence, .  even  to  the  end  of  the  world.  May 
wc  read  and  contemplate  with  holy  reverence  and  ad- 
4Diration ! 

The  glories  of  the  celeftial  ftate  were,  in  fome 
Ineafure,  difclofed  to  the  Apoflle's  view.  He  faw  the 
<thro«e  of  God,  and  heard  the  high  praifes  of  the  Re- 
deemer, which  are  continually  chanted  by  innumer- 
able myriads  of  faints  and  Angels.  No  other  part  of  the 
Bible  contains  fuch  exalted  defer! ptions  of  God  and 
his  kingdom,  as  this  infpired  book.  Do  they  not  ex- 
cite wonder,  love,  and  joy  ?  Do  we  not  exult  in  the 
profpe^l  of  that  fcflicity,  whicii  is  here  brought  b_fore 
us?  Or  does  the  earth  yield  us  full  fatistaRion?  Ra- 
ther, are  we  not  wearied  and  difgufted  with  its  beft 
pofleffions?  And  do  we  not  long  to  join  "  the  glo- 
rious company  of  the  Apoftles,"  who  are  now  admitted 
into  the  beatitic  prefence  of  God  ?  We  fay  not,  who 
out  of  this  number  is  accounted  firft  in  dignity:  but 
we  prefume,  that  He,  who  by  way  of  eminence  was 
ftyled  "  the  dilciple  whom  Jefus  loved,"  is  placed 
near  to  his  adorable  Lord. 

However  bright  the  views  of  St.  John  in  this  life, 
they  were  comparatively  faint  and  obfcure.  He  **  faw 
through  aglafs  darkly;  but  now  face  to  face*."  Now 
he  is  favoured  with  clearer  and  larger  difcoveries  of 

^  X  Cor.  zHi.  IS. 
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the  glory  of  Go«!  and  the  myftcry  of  redemption: 
and  now  he  could  better  defcribe  the  exccliencv  of 
*'  the  holy  Jefufalem,*'  in  which  lis  •*  the  throne  of  God 
and  of  the  Lamb*.''  T4ut  "cxakcd  (late  is  prepared, 
not  for  the  Apoftlefi  oiJy^  but,  as  we  truft,  for  many 
among  ourfelves*  Do  you  afpire  to  chat  high  ho- 
nour ?  You  mud  pofiefs  a  meetnefs  for  it :  you  muft 
have  the  feal  of  God  in  your  foreheads;  yov  mud 
waih  your  robes,  and  make  them  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lnmbt*  Like* St.  John,  cultivate  an  inter- 
courfe  with  Jefu?,  and  apply  for  fireih  communica- 
tions oat  "  of  his  fulnefs,"  even  "grace  for  grace  J.** 
fie  willing  to  labour  and  Co  fufFer  for  him,  till  you 
finifli  your  courfe  on  earth,  and  then  you  (hall  fbortjjr 
join  with  Prq^betsahd  Apoflles  in  that  elevated  fong, 
**  Bleffing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto 
Him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb 
/or  ever  and  evcr§."  Amen. 


*  Jleir.  xxii.  3.    f  viL  3>  14.    }  John  u  i6«    §  Rev.  ▼•  i}* 
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r^i  AntipaTj  his  rani  and  charaSier — bis  ince/iuouf 
fiarrtage-^hnprifined  'John  Baptiji  for  his  reproofs 
— y^f  revered  him^-^heard  him  gladly — and  made  m 
iartial  reformaiion^-was  reftrained  from  dejiroying 
timj  through  fear  of  the  people — at  length  beheaded 
tf)fi  afraid  of  his  being  raifed  from  the  dead—^ 
hnatened  JefuS'^exumtned  and  tnfulted  bim-^died 
n  exile* 
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UMAN  nature  will  be  foand  the  fame,  under  all 
variety  of  circumftaoces,  in  which  it  can  be 
ccd.  If,  therefore,  we  compare  paft  and  prefent 
les,  or  take  a  view  of  difFefent  fituations  in  life,  we 
y  expeft  that  fimilar  chara£^ers  will  occur  to  our 
ervation.  But,  while  we  remark,  in  what  refpef^s 
ers  have  failed,  or  by  what  temptations  they  have 
:n  overcome,  may  we  be  warned  from  their  ex- 
pies,  and  avoid  thofe  fnares,  which  have  already 
»ved  fo  fatal ! 

One  of  exalted  rank  is  now  introduced  to  our  no- 
5  5  yet,  poflibly,  a  near  refemblance  of  him  may  b« 
cedfin  perfons  of  a  lower  condition.  It  is  Herod, 
namedv^  Antipa?,  of  whom  certain  particulars  are 
ated  by  the  Evangelifts.  fte  was  the  fon  of  that 
rrod,  called  the  Great,  who  fought  the  deftrudtion 
the  infant  Saviour,  and  maffacred  the  children  at 
rthlehem.  This  man  poffefled  only  a  part  of  hi$ 
her's  dominions,  over  which  he  prefidcd  merely  as- 
J  vicegerent  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  with  the  title 
N  3    .  ril 


270  SCRIPTURE   CHARACTERS*. 

of  Tctrarch  or  King  of  Galilee.  Hiftorians  are  agreed, 
that  he  was  a  prince  of  licentious  and  abandoned 
conduct,  of  which,  indeed,  fufficient  proofs  arc  given. 
We  fhall  confine  ourfelves  to  thofe  circumftances, 
which  the  fcriptures  have  recorded :  and,  agreeably 
to  this  fhort  account,  he  will  appear  to  have  oppofed 
the  moft  folemn  warnings  and  flrong  convi<9dons, 
and  facrificed  every  principle  to  the  gratification  of  his 
luft*  May  we  be  aware  of  our  own  danger,  and  learn 
to  retrain  thofe  fenfual  defires,  ^'  which  ¥^ar  againft 
the  foul !" 

Herod  had  divorced  his  own  wife,  and  joined  him- 
felf  to  another  by  an  adulterous  and  incelluous  con- 
jiecSlion  :  he  had  married  the  wife  of  his  bfother 
Philip,  after  having  bafely  feduced  her  from  her 
hufband.  This  led  to  various  enormities,,  and  pro- 
duced complicated  troubles.  John  the  Baptiil,  being 
fent  for,  probably  from  motives  of  curiofity,  to  court, 
perceived,  and  dared  not  connive  at,  the  finful  prac- 
tices of  the  king.  The  preacher  fought  not  his  favour, 
and  feared  not  his  difpleafure.  As  a  bold  advocate  for 
God,  not  "  having  refpeft  to  perfons,'*  he  brought 
a  heavy  charge  of  guilt  againft  the  royal  hearer,  and 
reprehended  him  with  fidelity  and  plainnefs,  "  for  all 
the  evils  which  he  had  done*."  This  was  not  a  ge- 
neral invediive  againft  his  immoralities  :  a  particular 
application  was  made  to  his  confcience,  for  the  con^ 
tinucd  commiiBon  of  adultery  and  inceft.  John  de- 
clared his  connexion  with  Herodias  to  be  Bighly  cri- 
minal, and  called  upon  him  to  put  away  the  wonnan, 
with  whom  the  laws  both  of  God  and  man  forbad 
bim  to  cohabit. 

What  was  the  elFca  o£  this  honeft  addrefs?  AJa$f 
reproofs  are  feldom  well  received.  Do  not  moft  per- 
fons  rife  with  anger  againft  him^  who  is  fo  much  their 
friend  as  to  tell  them  of  their  faults  ?  What,  then, 

•  Matt.  xiv.  ZS'    Mar.vi.  17.— ao.    Lukcliu  199  sa 

couM 


could  be  expelled  from  an  imperious  and  licentious 
prince  ?  There  are  few,  who  dare  to  rebuke  fin  in  a 
palace :  it  is  the  unhappy  prerogative  of  dignity,  to  be 
confidered  as  above  control*  Thofe,  therefore,  who 
poflefs  an  exalted  ftation,  are  apt  tofpurnwith  indig- 
nation at  any  reftraint,  which  an  inferior,  and  efpeci- 
ally  a  preacher,  may  attempt  to  imfjofe.  But  refent- 
ment,  on  fuch  occaiions,  is  not  confined  to  kings  :  we 
perceive  that  many  in  lower  life  are  incapable  of  bear- 
ing any  fharp  reprehenfion.  Have  we  not  been  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  faithful  admonitions  of  a  companion 
or  mintfter  ?  Have  we  not  defined  to  hear  no  more  of 
fiich  unpleafant  fubjcdts,  and,  inftead  of  profiting  by 
the  ferious  counfel,.  meditated  revenge  againft  its  au- 
thor i  But,  furely^  we  are  our  own  enemies,  whea 
we  quarrel  with  thofe,  who  from  pure  benevolence 
point  out  to  us  "  all  the  evils  which  we  have  done/*^ 
and  charge  us  to  relinquiib,  what  we  cannot  lawfully 
retain. 

Herod  was  enraged,  and  his  officers  were  immedi« 
ately  commiflioned  to  bind  and  imprifon  the  Baptift* 
It  is  remarked,  that  he  "  added  yet  this  above  all,'* 
as  if  it  were  the  greateft  enormity,  **  that  he  (hut  up 
John  in  prifon,"  The  perfecution  of  God's  fervants^ 
for  the  upright  and  zealous  performance  of  their  duty^ 
18  an  oiFence  peculiarly  heinous  :  and  He,  whofe  caufe 
they  plead,  will  avenge  the  injury.  The  oppofition^ 
as  in  the  cafe  before  us,  generally  arifes  from  the  un- 
cafinefS)  which  finners  feel,  upon  a  bold  and  unre- 
ferved  rcprefentation  of  their  guilt  and  danger.  C> 
that  their  anger  were  turned  againft  themfelves,  and 
not  againft  their  reprover  ;  that  they  would  endea- 
vour, not  to  filence  him,  but  to  reform  their  own  evil 
condud  I  If  Herod  had  underftood  his  true  happinefs 
or  intereft,  he  would  have  embraced  John  as  his  beft 
friend;  and  the  miniftry  of  that  good  man  might  have* 
been  continued  for  a  much  longer  period. 

Yet  there  weie  fome  favourable  appearances  iit 
N4  Vlwoiv 
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Herod;  and  it  may  feem  a  matter  of  wondei*,  thai 
the  ftrong  convitE^ions,  which  he  felt,  were  fo  tnio« 
fient  or  inefficacious.  His  adulterous  queen  was 
more  incenfed  than  he,  and,  from  the  firft,  wi(hed  to 
deftroy  the  Baptift.  Probably,  (he  apprehended, 
that,  through  the  preacher's  admonitions,  (he  (hould 
lofe  her  influence,  and  be  difmiflfed  with  difgrace. 
She,  therefore,  urged  the  king  not  merely  to  impri- 
fon  but  difpatch  him,  that  thev  might  no  longer  be 
troubled  with  his  infolence.  1  o  this  propo(al,  how- 
ever, Herod  would  not  yield  an  immediate  compli* 
ance:  he  was  reftrained  by  a  powerful  impreffioa 
upon  his  mind.  ^'  He  feared  John,  knowing  that  he 
was  a  juft  man,  and  an  holy.''  This  circumibuice 
demands  our  attention.  The  Lord  God  put  an  ho- 
nour upon  his  faithful  fervant,  and  made  him  refped- 
able  in  chains,  even  before  the  moft  enraged  enemitt. 
Such  a  power  very  frequently  accompanies  eminent 
examples  of  godlinefs.  it  keeps  in  awe,  and  often 
terrifies,  the  perfons,  who  are  difpofed  to  perfecute. 
Herod  was  ftruck  with  reverence  for  the  man,  whom 
he  had  caft  into  a  dungeon^  and,  under  the  view  of 
bis  fingular  holinef«,  probably  perceived  his  ewn  bafe« 
nefs,  fo  as  to  be  diArefTed  with  painful  apprehenfioos. 
The  prifoner,  it  (hould  feem,  was  not  afraid  of  the. 
king.  What  have  thofe  to  dread,  who  have  the  Lord 
Jehovah  on  their  fide?  They  pofTefs  a  never- failing 
fource  of  confidence  and  joy,  and  may,  therefore, 
exult  in  defiance  of  their  moft  violent  oppofer^ 
though  racks  and  tortures  be  prepared  for  their  de- 
ltru(?ion.  Be  of  good  courage,  you  who  follow  the 
Lamb,  and  be  ^^  not  terrified  by  your  adverfarieSi'' 
whatever  ftrength  or  authority  they  may  boaft  of* 
They  themfelve?,  perhaps,  may  be  inwardly  di(niajed» 
at  the  very  time  when  they-appear  moft  formidable* 
That  furious  prince  and  perfecuto^  "  Saul,  w»* 
afraid  of  David,  becaufe  the  Lord  was  with  bimV^ 

*  t  Sanu  xf  ui.  xa« 
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f  let  jrour  enemies  perceive  in  you  a  confident 
exemplary  conduct ;  and  then,  however  they 
afFe£l  to  reproach,  they  cannot  really  defpife  you. 
may  appeal  to  them,  if  there  is  not  one  or  aQ-i- 
r,  whom  they  diflike  for  his  religion,  and  yet 
ot  look  at  without  a  fecret  a  A^e  and  terror  oa 
minds,  ^^  knowing  him  to  be  a  juft  man  and  aa 
."  What  would  they  give  to  exchange  condi^ 
;  ?  O  that  they  would  yield  to  their  own  con- 
ons,  drop  their  oppofition  againft  thofe,.  whom  in* 
confciences  they  believe  to  be  right,  and  cordi- 
join  with  them  in  zealous  exertions  for  the  caufc 
fod  and  his  truth ! 

crod  was  not  merely  reftrained  from  violence,  by* 
Terence  for  the  Baptift ;  it  (hould  feem,  that  he 
(led  to  his  inftructions,  even  after  his  imprifoit- 
t.  Probably  he  fent  for  htm,  as  Felix  did  for 
\  **  and  communed  with  him."  W«  conclude,, 
that  he  paid  attention  to  his  doflrine  >  for  it  ir 
efsly  faid,,,  that  he  **  obferved  him,"  and,  what 
ill  more  remarkable,  that  he  "  heard  him  gladly.'*" 
certaia  occafions,  at  lead,  his  afFe£lions  were* 
h  moved:  he  could  not  but  commend,,  and  be^ 
fed  with,,  the  honefly  of  the  preacher,  and  perhaps 
Id  have  (hewn  no  refentment^  if  one  particular 
zA  had  been  avoided. 

Dme  may  enquire,  How  can  perfonSyof  fuch  a^ 
afier  as  Herod,  receive  any  pleafure  from  the 
I  and  faithful  declarations  of  God's  word  ?  Poilif- 
tbe  fpeaker  may  be  admired;. his  abilities,  addreff,, 
{locution  may  excite  notice  and  applaufc,.  even 
re  the  principles  he  maintains,,  and  the  praAical 
irtations  he  delivers,  are  not  regarded'.  The 
rlty^  importance,  and  fublimity  of  the  things 
fly  infifted  on,  may  feem  for  a  time  to  entertain 
imereft  the  hearers,  who  may,  therefore,  be  ia^ 

•  A^t  xxW.  26. 
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duccd  to  take  great  pains  in  frequenting  ordinances. 
This  may  be  the  cafe,  where  no  fpiritual  afFedioiw 
are  excrcifcd,  where  the  grand  peculiarities  of  the 
Gofpel  are  not  underftood,  and  no  eiFefhial  applica* 
tion  made  to  the  confciencc,  O  beware  of  refttng  in 
fuch  a  fuperficial  attendance!  Think  it  not  enough 
to  diftinguiQi  truth  from  error,  or  to  difcover  a  wt" 
vour  of  zeal  for  right  do<Strines :  be  not  (atisfied  in 
feeling  admiration  and  delight,  while  the  awful  myfte- 
ries  of  redemption  are  exhibited,  and  ^'  good  tidings 
of  great  joy"  are  announced.  If  you  experience  no 
godly  forrow  for  fin,  no  warm  attachment  to  the  Sa« 
viour,  no  renovation  of  heart  by  the  Spirit  y  the  fer- 
tnons  which  you  hear,  may  afFord  you  entertainment, 
but  will  not  promote  your  falvation. 

This  is  indeed  a  tremendous  cafe ;  and  yet  it  has 
frequently  occurred.  Of  fuch  auditors  the  Lord  God 
thus  warned  the  prophet  Ezekiel :  •*  Lo,  thou  art 
unto  them  as  a  very  lovely  fong  of  one  that. hath  a 

}>leafant  voice,  and  can  play  well  on  an  inftrument; 
or  they  hear  thy  words,  but  they  do  them  not*.** 
Many  of  like  defcription  attended  on  the  Saviour. 
Multitudes  of  men  and  women  exprefTed  fuch  delight 
in  liftening  to  his  dodtrine,  that  they  travelled  after 
him  with  much  wearinefs  and  expen(e :  yet  many  of 
them  entirely  forfook  him ;  and  fome,  who  had,  pro- 
bably, fung  hofanna  to  his  name,  foon  afterwards  cried 
out  with  extreme  malignity,  "  Crucify  him,  cruci^ 
him.*'  John  the  Baptift  had  other  hearers  of  thi^ 
fort,  befides  Herod,  who,  as  our  Lord  teftified, 
*'  were  willing  for  9.  feafon  to  rejoice  in  his  light  t«* 
At  firft,  they  were  fo  ftruck  with  his  folemn  declara- 
tions of  the  Meffiah's  approach,  as  to  be  tranfported 
vrith  wonder  and  joy.  But,  when  he  boldly  reproved 
their  iniquitous  condu£^,  and  called  them  to  the 
pra£^ice  of  mortification,  they  bafely  calumniated  bis 
mixiiftry,  and  exclaimed,  ^^  He  hath  a  devil  {•" 
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Herod,  however,  advanced  farther  than  merely  ex* 
preiling  an  admiration  of , the  preacher,  he  was  roufed' 
to  a&ion,  and  attempted  a  reformation.  Convinced- 
of  the  neceility  of  a  change,  ^^  he  did  many  things,'*' 
relinquifhed  many  of  his  evil  habits,  and  applied  him* 
felf  to  the  performance  of  various  duties.  This  ap- 
peared promiling  indeed.  But  Herodias  was  ftiil  re* 
tained :  he  would  not  renounce  his  connexion  witb 
Aat  infamous  woman ;  and  there  he  betrayed  the  un— 
fotuidnefs  of  his  hrart.  The  real  convert  refts  not 
in  fuch  a  partial  amendment  of  the  life :  he  will  ab* 
bor  and  forfake  one  Hn  as  well  as  another,  and  yield 
»  fincere  and  uniform  regard  to  every  known  precept- 
If,  then>  under  the  awakening  i  fhience  of  the  word 
of  God,  you  profcfs  to  be  penitents,  examine  faith*^ 
fully  whether  you  are  "  new  creatures."  Has  an> 
univerial  renovation  been  produced  ?  Are  you  deter--^ 
mined,  by  divine  grace,  to  put  away  all  ungodlinefs  f 
Have  you  made  no  refer ve  f  Do  you  plead  for  no  ex-^ 
ception  f  Is  there  not  a  *^  fin,  which  eafily  befets  you,"" 
and  to  which,,  from  your  conllitution  or  fituation^, 
jfou  are  moft  expofed  f  Is  this,  what  you  are  v  illinj 
Co  abandon  f  This  is,  more  than  any  other,  the  Hero- 
dias, which  muft  be  divorced :  for,  if  the  favourite 
paffion  fliil  retain  its  afcendancy^  where  is  your  de<-* 
liverance  from  the  love  and  poAcr  of  iniquity? 

Perhaps,  there  is  no  carnal  affection  more  enlhar- 
ing,  or  more  generally  fatal,  than  luft..  To  what 
horrible  ravages  has  it  given  rife?  iViany  have  beea 
gradually  allured  by  it  from  one  tranfgreliion  to  an- 
other,, till  they  have  been  led  into  fuch  enormities  of 
ponduct,  as  they  once  thought  themielvcs  incapable 
of  committing.     What  will  not  men  facrifice  to  the 

S ratification  of  their  libidinous  defirss?  They  wilL 
ifregard  their  intereft,, health,  and  reputation,  violatp: 
/the  .ftrongjcft  ties  and  engagements,  defpife  every  ad^ 
njonition,  oppofe  their  own  conviftions,  and,  even 
while  they  feel  the  worth  of  their  immortal  fouls,  ob- 
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ftinatehr  plunge  into  final  perdition.  What  a  griev- 
ous  infatuation  is  this !  Herod  is  but  one,  out  of  thcxu 
(ands,  who  will  have  to  lament  for  ever  a  fond  attadh 
ment  to  a  fhamelcfs  woman.  How  jufl  is  that  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  adulterefs :  "  She  hath  cafl  down  many 
wounded ;  yea,  many  ftrong  men  have  been  flaia  bjr 
her.  Her  houfe  is  the  way  to  hell>  going  down  to 
the  chambers  of  death  *." 

Let  us  mark  the  event  with  the  kmg  of  Galilee. 
Highly  as  he  reverenced  the  Baptift,  he  was  at  length 
perfuaded  to  confent  to  his  death,  probably  through 
the  importunate  entreaties  of  Herodias.  Yet,  for  a 
time,  he  was  prevented  fi-om  proceeding  to  any  tA 
of  violence.  **  He  feared  the  people,**  wbo'univer- 
fally  regarded  John  as  a  prophet,  and  might  have 
railed  a  general  fedition,  to  avenge  his  murder.  What! 
did  he  not  fear  to  wound  his  own  conlcience,  to  ihed 
innocent  blood,  provoke  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lordi 
and  deftroy  his  precious  foul  ^  No  :  but  he  dreaded 
the  refentment  of  a  mob.  A  poor  motive  indeed! 
Yet  it  is  well  for  fociety,  that  finners  are,  in  any  way^ 
reftrained  from  eiFe^ling  their  purpofes.  pFequendv,. 
when  good  principles  fail,  fome  mercenary^  worldly 
confiderations  have  a  flrong  influence.  .  Thus  one 
evil  pafEon  keeps  down  another;  fo  that  none,  per- 
haps, feel  themfelves  at  liberty  to  do  all  that  is  in  tbeir 
hearts.  Were  it  otherwife,  the  utmoft  confiiiion 
would  prevail,  and,  fuch  is  the  hatred  of  true  jdi* 

fion,  the  Church  itfelf  vvould  be  fooR  extirpatedk 
[ow  wonderful  is  the  government)  which,  is  main* 
tained  over  the  human  race ! 

After  fome  time,  however,  ait  occafioa  oflere^i 
for  the  accomplilhment  of  Herodias's  wifh.  In  an 
hour  of  temptation  fhe  carried  her  point:  the  com- 
pliant king  was  induced  to  give  up  his  objedions* 
At  a  fplendid  banquet,  prepared  for  the  ccfebradoB 

•  Pr«Y.  tU«  a6^  aj. 
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ef  his  birthday,  when  the  daughter  of  his  queen  had 
danced  before  hitn  and  his  nobles  with  great  applaufe, 
he  declared  with  an  oath,  that  he  would  grant  her 
fome  tnu-k  of  his  favour,  whatever  fhe  would  aik^ 
though  it  were  the  half  of  his  dominion  *•  This 
was  an  inftance  of  extreme  rafhnefs,  and  produced 
the  moft  terrible  eiFe<9s.  Alas  !  what  can  we  ex« 
ped  from  entertainments,  which  are  calculated  to 
inflame  and  gratify  the  paffions  ?  The  young  wo- 
man was  perfuaded  by  her  mother  to  claim  the  head 
of  John  the  Baptift,  who  had  excited  her  refenft* 
ment.  How  ftrangc  tlie  propofal  !  But  a  vindiv5!ive 
-WkinA  will  give  up  every  confideration^  for  the  fake 
^  wreaking  its  vengeance  on  an  enemy. 
:  Herod  himfelf  appeared  to  be  ftruck  with  horror 
at  the  thought  of  perpetrating  the  atrocious  deed,  and 

Iet  had  not  firmnefs  enough  to  red  ft.  However 
is  confciencc  might  remonftrate,  he  determined 
iiot  to  exaiperate  Herodias  by  a  refufal,  and  argued 
«bfurdly,  that,  unlefs  he  complied,  he  would  be  de- 
feifed  by  his  nobility  for  weaknefs  and  inconitancy» 
Heconfented,  therefore,  tothercqueft,  though  with 
tviiible  relu£bnce,  and  inftantly  commanded  the 
bead  of  the  Lord's  prophet  to  be  fevered  from  the 
body,  and  introduced  into  the  company,  as  an  ob- 
^e^  probably,  of  their  profane  (port  and  contemptu^ 
OU5  ridicule.  Yet  furely^  the  condition  of  the  Bap-. 
•rift,  expiring  by  the  hand  of  violence,  was  more  to 
be  envied,  than  that  of  Herod,  exalted  upon  a  throne 
•ef  iniquity. 

-  It  (hould  feem,  the  king  pretended  a  regard  to 
rVeracity  in  this  bafe  tranfadion  :  he  was  unwiliing 
to  violate  his  oath.  What  vile  diffimulation  was 
this  !  To  avoid  the  tharge  of  perjury^  he  committed  a 
JBurder  of  peculiar  enormity.  No  declarations,  how- 
icvcr  confirmed  by  an  oath,  could  have  bound  him 

•  MatUxiT.  6«>ii.   Mar«  vi.  ai-^iS* 
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to  a&  in  d\rc£k  oppofition  to  the  cleared  commatuti 
of  God.  It  was  his  indifpenfable  duty,  therefore,  ta 
depart  from  the  promife,  and  repent  of  the  ra(hne&y 
from  which  it  proceeded.  Probably>  the  pretext  was 
falfe.  He  perpetrated  the  crime,  not  to  iatisfy  hit 
confcience,  but  to  preferve  his  credit  among  die 
courtiers,  to  filence  the  tmportunate  clamours  of  his 
queen,  and  perhaps  with  a  view  of  procuring  eafe  to 
himfelf,  by  removing  (o  troublefome  a  reprover. 

Here  we  remark  the  ruinous  tendency  and  progrefi 
ef  fm.     The  gratification  of  hjft  iii'ued  in  murder;. 
and,  we  fear,  it   is  no  uncommon  event*     When 
men  abandon  themfelves  to  the  indulgence  of  their 
ienfualdefires,  no  bounds  wiH  be  fufficient  toreftraiii 
them.     They  may  be  hurried  from  one  bafe  a&ioa 
to  another,  and  determined  to  perfeverc,  even  wWlc 
they  themfelves  recoil  at  every  Hep  they  take.     Let 
us  beware  of  yielding  to   thofe  folicitations^  whick 
will  be  encouraged   by  our  compliance  to  increafe 
their  demands  upon  us,  and   may  produce   the  moft 
tremendous  conlcquences.     We  may  be  exafperated 
by  the  rebukes  of  a  fa  thTul  monitor,,  and  induced  to* 
adopt   fome   violent    meafures   againil    him.      Buty 
though  we  ihould  fucceed  in  that  point,  Aill  we  may 
sot  be  able  to  iiii  without  reftraint :    we  may  carry 
aboi/t  with  us  an  inward  tormentor,  and,  like  PaQluf,. 
become  ''  Aiagor-miffabib,"  a  terror  to  ourfelv^s*. 

Herod  was  freel  from  John's  reproofe,  and  pcN 
fifted  in  his  iniquity;  but  he  could*  not  forget  that 
innocent  Wood  had  been  (heH,  and  under  that  con- 
vi«5^ion  was  rendered  miferable.  Some  time  after- 
ward, having  heard  remarkable  accounts  of  JcAjs, 
he  was  filled  with  many  perplexing  fcars^  left  this 
fhould  be  the  very  perib:i  whom  he  had  beheaded, 
now  reftored  to  l.fe  ;  as  if  he  expedted  a  retatiacioDf 
or  fome  fev^ere  puniihment  f.     it  Ibould  feem,  die 

f  Jert  xz.  3,  4*    f  Matt.  liv.  i,  u  Mar*- yu  14-- '^*  ^'  ^^  7"9- 
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remembrance  of  the  Baptift  haunted  him  as  a  con- 
tinual accufer.  How  powerful  is  the  voice  of  con- 
fcience !  Amidft  all  the  pomps  of  a  palace,  it  will 
fpeak,  and  malce  the  king  upon  his  throne  tremble* 
The  mind  of  Herod  could  not  be  quieted  by  all  the 
blandifliments  of  his  amorous  queen,  nor  by  his  own 
libertine  principles.  He  is  generally  fuppofcd  to  have 
embraced  the  Sadducean  notion  of  the  foul's  mortality^ 
and  difbelieved  a  refurredtion.  But,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  he  could  not  a<ft  the  infidel  :  recollefting  the 
violence  he  had  committed,  he  was  troubled  by  the 
apprehenfion  of  John's  returning  to  life.  Let  u» 
learn  to  reverence  that  monitor,  which  we  feel  with- 
in us  ;  for,  if  we  attend  not  to  its  di dates  in  due 
feafon,  it  may  prove  a  fevere  tormentor. 

The  unealinefs'of  Herod  had  no  good  efFeft.  At 
he  afterwards  threatened  to  deftroy  Jefu«,  it  is  obvious^ 
that  he  remained  an  "  enemy  of  all  righteoufncfs/* 
Our  Lord  defpifed  his  menaces,  and,,  in  reply  calling 
him  a  Fox,  has  juftified  theconclufion,  that  the  king 
poflefled  the  fubtle  and  voracious  dlfpofition  of  that 
wild  and  detefted  animal  *.  It  was  the  fame  Herod^ 
before  whom  the  Saviour  flood  arraigned  as  a  criutinal, 
juft  before  his  crucifixion  f.  He  was  glad  of  the  op- 
portunity to  examine  fo  remarkable  a  prifbner-j  but  his 
motive  was  no  better  than  a  curious  dcfire  of  feeing 
fomc  miracle  performed  by  this  worker  of  wonders. 
He  propofed  a  variety  of  queftions,  to  which  Jcfus 
returned  no  anfwer.  Our  Lord  well  knew  his  cha- 
racter, what  opportunities  of  information  Jk  had  neg- 
leded,  what  convi£tions  he  had  refitted,  and  there- 
fore refufed  to  afford  him  any  further  .inftrudions. 
This  circumftance  conveys  a  folemn  admonition. 
**  Behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time  5  behold,  now 
is  the  day  of  falvationj."     The  gracious  offers, 

*  Luke  xiU.  ji,  32.      j-  Luke  xxiLu  7—Z2.       %  a  Cor.  vi.  a. 
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which  are  yet  made,  if  contcmptuoufly  rejeded,  taxf 
never  be  repeated. 

Unhappy  Herod !  Had  he  been  properly  affe£led» 
even  then,  with  a  fenfe  of  his  condition  ;  had  he  pof- 
fefled  an  honeft,  humble,  teachable  difpoCdon,  that 
interview  with  the  Sawour  would  have  been  a  bleffinj^ 
indeed.  But,  as  the  cafe  flood,  it  tended  only  to  tg* 
cravate  his  guilt  and  condemnation.  He  treated  tne 
Lord  Chrift  with  infolent  contempt,  as  if  his  pre- 
tenfions  ta  royalty  were  abfurd  in  the  extreme.  He 
^^  fet  him  at  nought,,  and  mocked  him,  and  arrayed 
him  in  a  gorgeous  robe,  and  fent  htm  again  to  ri« 
late."  Thofe  two  unrighteous  governors,  who  had 
been  at  variance,,  were  reconciled  on  that  occafion> 
and  then,  probably,  joined  their  counfels  together, 
in  oppofition  to  the  Redeemer.  It  is  not  uncommon 
for  fmners,  who  are  incenfed  againft  each  odier,  ta 
lay  afide  their  private  quarrels  and  party  diftindionn 
that  they  may  unite  with  greater  force  againft  the 
GofpeL  O  Lord,  «  Of  a  truth  againft  thy  holy 
child  [efus,  whom  thou  haft  anointed,  both  Herod 
and  Pontius^  Pilate,*  with,  the  Gentiles,  and  thepeo«- 
pie  of  Ifrael^  were  gathered  together  *." 

At  laft  the  judgment  of  God  overtook  this  proud 
offender.  He  fu^ered  fuch  a  total  defeat  in  battle 
from  Areta«,  king  of  Arabia,,  whofe  daughter  he  had 
married  and  divorced,  that  the  Jews  themfelves  con- 
fidered  it  as  the  effe6l  of  di>^ne  vengeance  upon  him,^ 
for  the  murder  of  John  the  Baptift  f-  He  was  af» 
.  terwards  driven  from,  his  high  ftation  with  difgrace, 
and  both  he  and  his  adulterous  queen  died  in  exile 
at  Lyons  in  Gaul. 

Such  was  Herod  :  but  nowy  turning  our  attention 
lo  ourfelves,  let  us  enquire,.  What  is  our  own  cha- 
rd&Qii     Will  any  perfoos  undertake  to  juftify  the 

*  A£t6  iv.  17,       f  Jofcphm. 
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licentious  conduft>  which  is  here  exhibitc-J  ?  Sin- 
ners>  do  you  not  perceive  the  ruinous  tendency  of  your 
evil  paffions  ?  What  fruit  have  you  reaped,  or  are  you 
likely  to  receive  ?  Is  not  the  faithfulfervartt  of  Chrift^ 
under  all  his  contempt  and  perfecution,  more  truly 
hbnoui-able  and  happy  than  the  king  of  Galilee  ? 
And  if  wc  look  beyond  the  prefent  fcene,  how  tre- 
mendous a  profpedl  opens  upon  all  thofe,  <^  that 
know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  Gofpel  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift*  !'*  O  "  repent,  and  turn  your- 
felves  from  all  irour  tranfgreiHons ;  fo  iniquity  fhall 
not  be  your  rum  f  !'*  **  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God, 
which  takethaway  the  fin  of  the  world  J."  «^  For 
God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only- 
|>egotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  himfliould 
not  perifli,  but  have  cverlaftiilg  life  §/* 

<^  a Thcfl;  i.  S.     f  Bsek.  xviii.  30*     %  John  i«  2^    §  iii*  if* 
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SAINT    STEPHEN. 
CHAP.    vin. 

Stephen^  chofen  a  deacon — his  faith  and  %ial^-<onf(m) 

'    certain  difputants — arraigned  before  the  Sanhec 

;    ^-^Jhone  with  a  miraculous   lujire^^entered  on 

defence — incenfed  the  council-^aw  heaven  opene 

commended  his  foul  to  J  ejus — prayed  for  bis  n 

derers—died-^buried  and  lamented* 

In  diflFerent  ages  the  Church  of  Chrift  has 
to  ftruggle  with  extreme  violence  of  oppoiit 
Thi3  has  tended  to  exhibit  the  enmity  of  the  hw 
heart  againft  true  religion  ;  but  it  has,  arfo>  g 
occafion  to  the  brighteft  difplays  of  the  power,  1 
and  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  adminiftering  fupport 
comfort  to  his  fuiFering  people.  In  the  mean  ti 
the  Gofpel  has  received  abundant  coniirmation^  vi 
many  have  cheerfully  endured  contempt  and  torti 
and  laid  down  their  lives  in  its  defence.  .  May  e^ 
reader  be  encouraged  "  to  follow  the  Lamb"  thro 
fevereft  difficulties,  and  learn  from  the  prefent 
ample  to  exercife  prudence  and  meeknefs^  as  wel 
zesJ  and  courage,  in  his  fervice  \ 

We  are  now  called  to  contemplate  the  chara 
of  one,  who  imbibed  much  of  the  Saviour's  fp 
trod  in  his  fteps  with  fingular  firmnefs,,  and,  s 
eminent  ufcfulnefs,  obtained,  before  any  othert 
the  Chriftian  Church,  the  honourable  crown  of  n 
tyrdom.  Amongft  that  iUuftrious  company,  y 
have  fought  and  bled  in  a  glorious  manner,  for 
teftimony  of  Jefus,  none  Ihines  with  greater  fpl 
dour  than  Saint  StejVieu^    la  Yvks  4^\w%Vi^Vwiv 
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fpeciallf,  we  perceive  a  rich  aflcmblage  of  graces, 
^hich  wc  (hould  keep  in  view  for  our  own  imi* 
ition. 

He  is  introduced  to  our  notice,  as  one  of  the  fe- 
en  firft  deacons  at  Jerufalcm.  That  the  Apoftles 
light  be  relieved  from  the  care  of  the  poor,  and 
ive  chcmfelvcs  entirely  to  the  fpiritual  duties  of  their 
infUon,  proper  perfons  were  chofen  for  the  regular 
nd  impartial  diftribution  of  the  public  money,  though, 
:  is  prefumed,  their  attention  was  not  confined 
lerely  to  temporal  concerns  *,  None,  doubtlefs, 
rcrc  invefted  with  this  office,  but  fuch  as  were  of 
mown  integrity,  piety,  and  difcretion.  The  direc- 
ion  of  the  Apoftles  was,  •'  Look  ye  out  from  among 
tni  feven  men  of  honeft  report,  full  of  the  Holy 
Shoft'and  wifdom,  whom  wc  may  appoint  over  this 
mfincls.'*  Df  this  defcription  was  Saint  Stephen, 
Je  ftands  the  foremofl  in  the  lift,  and,  probabl)^ 
urpafTed  the  reft  in  his  gifts  and  attainments,  "  They 
rhofe  Stephen,  a  min  full  of  faith,  and  of  the  Holy 
Grhoft." 

O  how  defirable  it  i^  that  all  the  departments  in 
he  Church  were  occupied  by  perfons  of  fimilar  en- 
lowments!  Thofe,  who  are  not  previoufly  pof- 
(rfTed  of  fpiritual  knowledge  and  experience,  in  pri- 
^tc  life,  are  not  lUccly  <o  difcharge  any  public  truflf 
vrth  credit  and  advantage.  Preferment  generally 
wxives  a  fnare  and  a  curfe  to  thofe,  who  do  not  fin- 
rercly  devote  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and 
sxert  their  abilities,  whatever  they  may  be,  for  his 
jlory:  and  fuch  cafes  ftamp  reproach  and  infamy 
)n  our  holy  profeffion.  Let  us  pray,  that  God  would 
■aife  up  among  us  faithful  wltncfles  for  his  truths 
ind  open  the  way  for  their  admiflion  to  thofe  facred 
'unflions,  for  which  he  is  pleafcd  to  qualify  them 
by  his  Spirit.     Thus  we  may  hope,  that  his  work. 
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will  be  revived,  and  the  general  languor^  whidi  wt 
now  lament,  fuccecded  by  real  fervour  of  devotion. 

Ac  the  period,  to  which  we  here  refer,  the  Churcli 
appeared  in  a  profperous  ftate.  Its  minifters  were 
ail  diligent  and  vigorous,  and  the  condud  of  its  va» 
rioiis  members  confiftent  and  honourable.  Accord- 
ingly, as  we  might  expedl,  ^^  the  word  of  God  in- 
creafed  ;  and  the  number  of  the  difciples  multiplied  iii 
Jerufalem  greatly."  .Their  external  circunoflances^ 
alfo,  were  favourable.  Gamaliel's  advice  had  flop- 
ped the  rage  of  perfecution  for  a  feafon.  But  die 
amazing  propagation  of  the  faith,  through  the  zea- 
lous exertions  of  fome  principal  charafters,  again 
excited  a  furious  oppofition.  Such  a  man  as  St. 
Stephen,  fo  laborious  and  ufeful  in  the  fervice,  could 
not  long  remain  unnoticed  by  the  adverfaries :  and 
at  him  efpecially,  as  one  ftanding  in  the  front  of 
the  battle,  their  envenomed  darts  were  -  levelled. 
*'  Stephen^  full  of  faith  and  power,  did  great  won- 
ders and  miracles  among  the  people."  Having  felt 
in  himfelf  the  bleifednefs  of  the  Gofpel,  be  could 
the  more  earneftly  recommend  it  to  others.  He 
preached  with  peculiar  fervour,  and  confirmed  hi$ 
do£lrines  by  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  which 
he  pofleiTcd.  Attempts,  were,  therefore,  made,  to 
confound  and  fdence  this  zealous  advocate  for  Chrifl* 

Certain  perfons,  probably  of  diftinguiflied  abilities 
and  learning,  from  the  different  fynagogues  in  Jeru- 
salem, pretended  to  oppofe  him  by  argument :  and 
be  was  not  backward  to  declare  and  maintain  the 
truth  bcfc  re  thefe  fubtle  difputants.  In  this  conteft 
he  recti^'ed  afliliance  from  above,  and  gained  a  de- 
cided vidiory.  He  fpake  by  a  wifdom  fuperior  to  hil 
o>An,  which  aftonifhed  and  overpowered  his  antago- 
nifts  with  an  irrefiflible  force.  They  were  baffled, 
and,  though  not  driven  from  the  field,  obliged  to 
change  their  mode  of  attack.  When  reasoning  faif- 
ed,  they  tried  the  eifed  of  flander ous  and  malicious 
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■£iivcs.  Men,  in  general,  are  difpofed  to  mif- 
refent  and  revile,  what  they  have  in  vain  en- 
voured  to  confute.     Accufations  were  fought  for, 

perjured  wretches  hired  to  aflcrt  a  bafe  calumny* 
e  minds  of  the  people  were  inflamed,  and  even 

principal  perfons  of  the  city  engaged  in  the  op- 
ition.  Stephen  was  apprehended,  and  with  rage 
I  violence  dragged  before  the  grand  council  of 

Sanhedrim.     A  fhew  of  juftice  was  preferved  : 

prifoner  was  put  upon  his  trial,  and  witnefles 
ied,  who  declared,  *'  We  have  heard  him  fpcak 
fphemous  words  againft  Mofes,  and  againft  God." 
lis  they  explained  further  by  faying,  that  Stephen 
I  predi£led  the  de(lru(^ion  of  Jerufalcm  and  the 
nple,  and  the  total  abolition  of  the  law,  by  that 
!us  whom  he  preached. 

rhc  charge  was  notor.ioully  falfe,  efpecially  as  con- 
Scd  with  thofe  inference?,  which  they  had  drawn, 
t,  probably,  he  had  ufed  expreflions  concerning  the 
igeance,  which  God  would  execute  upon  them 

their  unbelief :  and  -thefe  they  malicioufly  mif- 
iftrued  and  perverted  to  their  own  purpofe.  In 
I  fame  way  the  charad^ers  of  religious  perfons  moft 
quently  fuffer,  by  oblique  infinuations,  unfair  de- 
Stions,  and  wrong  interpretations,  rather  than  by 
eft  lies.  We  need  not  be  furprifed,  if,  in  our 
'ence  of  the  truth,  our  words  be  wilfully  miftaken, 
1  "  our  good  be  evil  fpoken  of."  We  owe  it  to 
f  oV'Cr-ruling  influence  of  God's  providence,  won- 
fully  reftraining  the  malevolence  of  his  enL-mies, 
t  we  are  at  any  time  preferved  from  the  po.fonous 
acks  of  falfe  tongues.  If  we  confider,  how  foon 
r  reputation,  fubftance,  liberty,  or  life  itfelf  might 
taken  away,  only  by  «  fetting  up  falfe  witnefles," 
in  the  cafe  of  Stephen,  we  (hall  fee  abundant  rea- 
i  to  admire  and  praifc  the  power  and  wifdom  of 
>d,  by  which  he  keeps  the  world  in  awe. 
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The  prifoner  flood  at  the  bar,  and,  the  charge 
being  brought,  the  eyes  of  the  court  were  f  xed  upoaj 
him.     And  v/hat  did  they  behold  ?     Were  there ann 
figns  of  guilt,  any  terror,  or  confufiojl  difcoverancj 
in  his  countenance  ?      No :    they  faw  him,  not  ooij  | 
compofed  and   undaunted,  but  filled  with  livfly  joj^  I 
and  ihining  with  a  radiant  brightnefs,  like  the.luftie  | 
which  appeared  in  the  face  of  Adofes,  when  he  cum  ' 
down  from  the  mount  of  God.      This  was  more  [ 
than  the  natural  cfFe£l  ef  a  good  confcience,  of  a  pure 
zeal  for  God,  or  an  aflurance  of  his  love  ;   thougk 
thefe  will  afFord  fupport  and  comfort  in  extreme  dan- 
gers.    Here  a  miraculous,  a  divine  fplendour  was 
difFufed,  which  was  a  fmgular  honour  conferred  upoa 
St.  Stephen,  and  which  his  enemies  ought  to  have 
acknowledged  as  an  evident  token,  that  God  was 
with  him.     They  "  faw  his  face,  as  it  had  been  the 
face  of  an   Angel,"  majeftic  and  glorious.     Were 
they  not,  then,  fo  ftruck  with  the  phenomenon,  as  td 
defift  from   the  profecution,  "  left   they  ihould  be 
found  even  to  fight  againft  God  ?"     Alas  !    fuch  is 
the  blindnefs  and  obduracy  of  the  human  heart,  that 
no  external  evidence  will,  of  itfelf,  produce  any  pro- 
per, religious  convictions  :    not  the  vifion  of  an  An- 
gel from  heaven;  nor  the  teftimony  of  a  miferaUe 
ipirit,  if  releafed  from  its  confinement  in  bdl*. 

Accordingly  the  court,  difregarding  this  uncom- 
mon appearaiKe,  proceeded  in  tiie  trial,  and  the  high 
prieft,  as  prefident  of  the  coiuK:i4>  put  the  prifoner 
upon  his  defence  f.  Th^i  Stephen  fpake  in  his 
own  vindication;  or  rather,  being  more  folicitous 
to  fave  his  audience,  than  procure  his  difcharge,  he 
folemnly  warn,ed  them  not  to  rejc£i:  the  gracious  pro- 
pofals  of  God  by  his  faithful  fervants,  as  many  of 
their  forefathers  had  done.  We  cannot  here  enlarge 
upon  the  different  parts  of  this  animated  addrefs, 

•  Luke  XVI.  ^i.        "^  KC%Vu%  i^&c. 
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:h  bears  the  cleareft  marks  of  profound  wiTdom. 
endeavoured  to  fix  their  attention  by  giving,  a 
t  detail  of  their  hiftory;  and,  while  he  fliewed 
various  difpenfations  of  mercy  to  their  nation, 
tendency  of  bis  difcourfe  was  to  deliver  them 
I  a  blind  attachment  tp  their  external  privileges, 

boafted  forms  and  ceremonies.  He  obferved, 
the  Lord  had  called  and  blefled  their  anceftor^ 
re  their  law  was  pubh(hed,  or  their  temple  built. 
he  exprefled  himfelf  in  fuch  terms  both,  of  thpir 
1  and  place  of  worfhip,  as  evinced  his  high  vq- 
tion  for  them,  and  refuted  the  charge  of  blaf- 
(ly,  for  which  he  had  been  arraigned.  He  proved, 
the  bafe  fpirit  of  oppoiition  to  God  and  his  plans, 
:h  they  then  difcovered,  had  appeared  at  different 
s  among  their  progenitors,  and  intimated  their 
;er  of  incurring  a  tremendous  condemnation- 
he  fcrmon  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  complete  : 
only  a  part  of  what  he  feems  to  have  intended, 
ley  would  have  given  him   a  patient  hearing, 

probably,  as  he  opened  his  defign,  they  began 
tiew  marks  of  violent  commotion,  fo  that  he 
It  perceive,  from  their  countenances,  a  pqr- 
of  interrupting  his  difcourfe.  He  endeavoured, 
•fore,  to  draw  towards  a  conclufion^  by  making 
arm  and  pointed  application  to  his  audience. 
x>Idly  charged  them  with  imitating  the  pcrverfe- 
of  the  ancient  Ifraelites,  obflinateiy  refilling  the 
f  Ghoft,  murdering  the  very  Saviour,  whom  their 
prophets  had  foretold,  and  contemptuoufly  vior 
J  that  law,  of  which  they  boafted.  This  was 
f  than  they  could  bear :  "  they  were  cut  to  the 
:,**  not  with  godly  forrow,  as  the  conv«rts  on 
day  of  Pentecoft  *,  but  with  indignation  and 
They  could  not  preferve  even  an  external 
runS)  through  the  violence  of  their  refehtment ; 

•  Aas  ii.  37» 
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•*  theis^  gnaflie<i  upon  hiln  with  their  teeth/'  like  b^altr 
^f  prey,  ready  to  tear  and  devour  him/ 

St.  Stephen,  then,  had  nothing  to  expeft,  but  im- 
mediate deftruftion:  yet  he  remaiaed  undaunted* 
The  Lord  God  conferred  upon  him  a  more  fignal 
lionour,  than  before.  Such  abundant  confolations 
•were  adminiftcred  to  the  poor  perfecuted  faint,  as 
cnaWec!  him  to  be  colie(9:ed  in  the  face  of  his  furious 
•enemies*  though  he  feemcd  to  lie  at  their  mercy.  The 
glories  of  tt'e  heaverlly  world  were  unfolded  to  his 
•view,  and  h^  experienced  within  his  enraptured  foul 
a  large  meafure  of  its  bleffednefs.  What  a  ftriking 
dcontraft  is  here  exhibited  between  him  and  his  adver- 
faries^  They  felt  diabolical  temper?,  which  conftitutc 
•  4  part  of  infernal  mifery :  he,  poffeifing  peace  and  joy 
Ainfpeakable,  exulted,  as  if  he  had  been  tranflated  into 
the  immediate  prefence  of  God.  Under  the  full  in- 
fluence of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  he  difregarded  their  rage^ 
*and  looked  up  with  fixed  attention,  as  if  he  were  ap- 
pealing to  the  righteous  Judge  <)f  all.  He  faw  the 
fplendour,  which  encircles  the  throne  of  God,  and 
the  Saviour  himfelf  (landing  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
divine  Majefty,  engaged  for  hhs  defence,  and  waiting 
to  receive  him. 

The  man  of  God,  fired  with  a  holy  tranfport,  and 
not  attending  to  his  own  fituation,  declared  the'  de- 
lightful vifion.  The  believer,  when  favoured  with 
heavenly  confolations,  may  frequently  be  unable  to 
conceal  his  emotions,  and,  without  confulting  the 
diflates  of  worldly  prudence,  may  call  upon  others  to 
admire  the  greatnefs  of  his  joy.  But  it  is  not  proba- 
ble, that  finners  will  credit  fuCh  accounts,  as  accord 
not  with  their  own  experience.  Thus  the  perfecu- 
tors  of  St.  Stephen,  fo  far  from  being  convinced  by 
his  relation  of  the  wondrous  faft,  were  the  more  in- 
cenfed.  Confirmed  in  their  former  opinion,  they 
concluded  that  he  was  a  blafphemer,  who  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  live.     The  council  broke  up  in 
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the  utmoft  confufion :  they  flopped  their  ears,  that 
they  might  n">t  be  {hocked  by  his  profanenefs,  rufhed 
upon  him  with  furious  rage,  and  hurried  him  out  of 
the  city,  that  they  might  deftroy  him  by  ftoning. 

It  is  remarked,  that  among  thofe,  who  encouraged 
this  violent  outrage,  was  a  young  maA,  named  Saul, 
who  foon  afterwards  became  a  principal  pillar  of  the 
Church,  and  preached  the  faith,  which  he  then  hated 
^nd  oppofed.  He  gave  confent  to  Stephen''s  death, 
and,  in  teftimony  of  approbation,  defended  the  gar* 
ments  of  thofe,  who  fhed  his  blood.  Do  we  not  la- 
ment their  blind  and  intemperate  zeal  ?  They  fup- 
pofed,  that  they  were  doing  God  fer vice  *,  and  pre- 
tended a  regard  to  his  law.  But,  alas  !  they  knew 
not,  what  were  their  real  principles.  O  Lord,  de- 
liver us  from  fuch  a  grievous  delufion  ;  and  while  we 
profffs  to  contend  for  thy  truth  and  glory,  fufFer  us 
not  to  be  carried  away  by  the  tempers  of  Satan ! 

We  turn  our  eyes  from  the  madnefs  of  the  mur- 
<lerers,  to  contemplate  the  condj<ft  of  the  dying  faints 
With  unfliaken  courage,  with  fweet  compofure,  with 
lively  faith,  and  fervent  love,  he  clofed  his  valuable 
life,  and  left  a  bright  pattern  for  the  admiration  of  the 
Church  in  every  Succeeding  age.  While  they  hurled 
upon  him  the  inftruments  of  deftrucSbion,  he  looked 
up  in  prayer,  aiid  commended  his  foul  into  the  hands 
of  the  Saviour,  whom  he  beheld  in  glory.  "  Know- 
ing, in  whom  he  had  believed,  and  being  perfuaded 
that  he  was  able  to  keep  that  which  he  committed 
unto  him  againft  that  day  f,"  he  exclaimed,  "  Lord 
Jefus,  receive  my  fpirit," 

We  remark,  to  whom  his  folemn  petition  was  ad- 
drefTed,  and  we  are  at  no  lofs  to  colle(5l  his  opinion  of 
the  divine  nature  of  Chrift.  He  confidered  him, 
evidently,  as  poflefled  of  power  to  preferve  the  facred 
depofit,  then  intruded  to  him,  and  as  "  the  true  God," 

♦  John  xvi.  a.  f  «  Tim.  u  Z2« 
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■who  demands  fupreme  reverciKe  and  wprfhip.  ShaH 
4iny  prefume  to  inflnuate)  that  this  eminent  fatni^ 
•**  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghoil,"  could  die  in  the 
Nvery  commiffion  of  idolatry?  But  this  horrible  pofi- 
tion  muft  be  maintained,  if  it  be  not  allowed^  that 
Jefus  Chrift  i:  God,  equal  with  the  Father.  It  k 
obfervable,  that  Stephen  here  paid  the  fame  adoration 
to  the  Redeemer,  in  delivering  up  to  him  the  care  of 
his  departing  foul,  which  the  Redeemer  himfelf  of- 
fered to  the  Father,  when  he  faid,  "  Into  thy  bands 
I  commend  myfpirit*." 

Amidft  volHes  of  ftones,  which  were  -caft  upo» 
liis  bruifed  body,  Stephen  continued  unihaken  in  his 
wind.  Confident  of  his  own  fecurity,  he  felt  the  ten- 
dered; compaffion  for  the  perfons,  who  were  bringing 
upon  themfelves  the  guilt  of  innocent  blood,  and  prayed 
aloud  upon  his  bended  knees,  that  their  heinous  offence 
might  not  rife  up  in  judgment  to  their  condemnation. 
He  cried,  "  Lord,  fay  not  this  fin  to  their  charge." 
How  amiable  the  temper  here  manifefted  !  What  an 
illuftrious  difplayof  the  power  of  divine  grace  !  What 
a  ftriking  refemblance  between  the  dying  condud  of 
,  this  holy  martyr,  and  that  of  the  blefled  Redeemer, 
who,  Ukewife,  in  his  laft  moments,  thus  interceded 
for  his  murderers,  **  Father,  forgive  them  j  for  they 
know  not  what  thcv  dof  !'* 

The  whole  of  at.  Stephen's  deportment  proved, 
that  he  wasiuperior  to  all  the  menaces  and  cruelties  d 
his  enemi<es.  When  he  had  ofFered  up  his  devout  fup- 
-plications  for  them,  **  he  fell  afleep:"  he  met  his  dif- 
(olution  with  as  much  compofure,  as  if  he  were  retir- 
ing from  the  fetigues  of  the  day,  and  feeking  reft  and 
Tcfrefhment  in  fleep  for  his  weary  body«  Such  is  the 
clofe  of  life  to  the  believer  in  Jefus*  Surely,  we  arc 
^onftrained  to  fay,  ^^  BlefTed  arethecdead,  which  die 
in  tb^  I/ord^  from  henceforth.    They  reft  from  their 

*  JfUke  sxiii.  46.  f  sxiiL  34. 
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Ul30urs ;  and  their  works  do  follow  tlicm  ♦.** 
'^^  Them,  alfo,  which  fleep  in  Jeius>  w^ill  God  bring 
with  him  f-" 

The  departure  of  this  illuftrious  faint,  fo  glorjoui 
«nd  happy  to  himfelf,  appeared  a  heavy  lofs  to  the 
Church,  efpecially  in  iuch  a  feafon  of  violent  perfe- 
cation.  As  a  teftimony  of  the  high  edimation,  in 
which  he  was  held,  ^^  devout  men  carried  Stephen  to 
liis  burial,  and  made  great  lamentation  over  him  J." 
It  is  not  wrong  to  dcfire,  that  ufeful  lives  may  be 
ipared',  or,  when  they  are  taken  away,  to  grieve  for 
the  many  inconveniences,  which  we  may  fuitain,  and 
the  obftniiStion,  which  may  be  apprehended)  to  the 
work  of  God.  But  is  it  thus,  that  the  enemies  of 
true  religion  die  ?  Their  removal  is,  frequently,  an 
acknowledged  blefling  to  fociety.  **  The  wicked  is 
driven  away  in  his  wickednefs :"  and,  ^^  when  the 
wicked  perifh,  there  is  (houtin^§/^ 

A  ferious  review  of  this  ungular  narration  will 
fuggeft  various  inftruflions. 

I.  It  will  confirm  us  in  the  belief  of  the  GofpeU 
Among  other  evidences  in  fupport  of  our  holy  faith, 
we  may  produce  the  fufFerings  of  its  primitive  teach- 
ers, as  furniftiing  a  very  ftrong  argument*  They, 
furely,  who  had  the  beft  opportunities  of"  examining, 
were  perfpaded  of  its  truth  and  excellency,  fince  they 
chcerfiiUy  endured  the  fevereft  tortures  in  its  defence. 
Stephen  was  the  firft,  who  died  in  the  caufe;  but 
tnany  others  foon  followed  his  example.  Could  they^ 
be  actuated  by  interefted  views  ?  Did  they  conduft 
themfelves  like  impoftors  ?  The  holy  martyr,  whom 
we  here  contemplate,  plainly  foiind  in  his  laft  mo- 
ments the  reality  and  bleflednefs  of  that  religion, 
which  he  fo  powerfully  maintained.  By  the  peaceful 
and  triumphant  manner  of  his  death,  in  fuch  circum- 

♦  Key.  xjv.  13.  t  I  Them  m  14.         J  A(U  rul  i,  i» 
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fiances  of  bodily  pain,  he  has  left  an  ufiqueftionabic 
proof,  that  our  Redeemer  is  mighty.  Many  private 
Chriftian?,  likesvifc,  at  the  hour  of  their  departure, 
though  they  fuffer-not  bv  the  hand  of  violence,  yet 
put  it  beyond  a  doubt,  by  their  heavenly  tempers  and 
lively  joys,  that  their  fyftem  is  not  a  "  cunningly  de- 
vifed  fable,"  or  their  faith  a  vain  delufi(  n.  O  let  us 
liften  to  their  teftimony,  and  be  animated  by  their  ex- 
ample !  May  our  laft  end  be  like  their's ;  and,  when 
•we  areclofing  our  eyes  upon  every  thing  below,  may 
we  be  able  to  fay,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liv- 
€th!" 

^.  It  will  teach  us  how  to  meet  the  fierceft  oppo- 
fition  for  the  truth's  fake.  Our  obfervations  on  this 
head  may  be  thought  ill-fuited  to  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things.  We  grant,  that  the  fame  violence  of  perfe- 
cution,  which  occurred  in  former  times,  does  not 
now  prevail.  We  allow  the  candour  of  the  age; 
we  are  thankful  for  the  mild  and  equitable  laws, 
which  prevent  or  punifh  any  outrage  upon  our  per- 
fons.  But  there  is  ftill  "  the  ftrife  of  tongues,"  the 
*'  trial  of  cruel  mockings,"  which  cannot  be  rc- 
ftrained :  and  thefe  have  confiderable  influence  in  it* 
terring  men  from  a  zealous  profeffion  of  religion. 
Though  we  ^e  not  called  to  martyrdom^  it  muft  be 
felt  as  extremely  painful  to  be  defpifed  and  calumniated 
ty  thofe,  whofe  friendftiip  we  arc  anxious  to  preferve» 

We  learn,  however,  from  Stephen's  example,  to 
tefift  our  enemies  with  prudence  and  courage.  If, 
'4ike  him,  we  would  "  put  to  filenoe  the  ignorance  of 
foolifli^men,"  we  (hould  f>e  able  to  give  a  confiftent 
account  rf  our  faith,  and  defend  our  principles. 
•Much  wifdom,  alfo,  will  be  requifite,  in  order  to 
adapt  our  difcourfe  to  the  circumftances,  in  which 
we  may  be  placed.  Yet  let  us  beware  of  cowardice, 
^nd,  while  we  behold  Stephen's  intrepidity,  determine 
n^ver  to  defert  the  caufe  of  truths  for  the  fak«  of  con- 
ciliating 
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cHiatfng  the  cfteem  of  its  oppofers.     What  have  we 
to  fear,  if  we  ferve  the  Lord  Chrift  ? 

The  prefent  hiftory  teaches  us,  likewife,  to  unite 
with  an  immovable  fiminefs  the  exercife  of  meeknefs 
and  love.  Stephen  complained  not  of  the  injurious 
treatment,  which  he  received.  Inftead  of  throwing 
out  any  bitter  inve6lives,  he  teftified  his  readinefs  to 
pardon,  by  commending  his  murderers  to  the  mercy 
and  forgivenefs  of  God,  By  fuch  a  fingular  difplay 
of  forbearance  and  kindnefs,  he  brought  more  credit 
to  the  Gofpel,  than  he  could  have  done  by  any  other 
arguments.  Have  we  learnt  to  fufFer  with  a  fimilar 
diipofition?  Ah!  how  much  do  we  difhonour  the 
caufe  of  Chrift  by  the  pecviflinefs  of  our  fpirit,  and 
the  keennefs  of  our  refentment  againft  thofe,  who 
reproach  or  infult  us !  Or  rather,  do  we  not  prove, 
that  we  have  not  yet  underllood  the  extent  of  that 
holinefs,  which  our  religion  requires  ?  , 

3.  It  encourages  us  to  expeft  fulKcient  ftrength 
and  comfort,  under  all  our  perfecutions  for  righteouf- 
nefs*  lake.  This  primitive  martyr  ftands  as  a  witnef» 
for  the  grace  and  faithfulnefs  of  his  divine. Mafler^ 
who  will  never  abandon  or  deceive  his  upright  fer- 
vant^s^.  That  ancient  promife  is  verified  in  the  cafe 
of  every  fmcere  believer:  "  As  thy  days,  fofliall  thy 
ftrength  be  *."  And  will  not  this  fuffice  xxsi  If  the 
world  frown,  yet  Jefus  will  fmilc :  if  they  curfe.  He- 
will  command  a  bleffing.  Whatever  may  be  taken 
from  us,  for  our  attachment  to  him.  He  will  make  ai>- 
abundant  compenfation.  Though  the  moft  numer- 
ous and  powerful  adverfaries  declare  againft  us,  we 
may  exult  in  dependence  on  his  veracity,  and  fay,. 
"  The  Lord  is  on  my  fide,  I  will  not  fearf*" 

We  need  not,  we  ought  not,  to  ftagger  at  the  moft- 
terrible  appearances  of  death.  We  perceive  id  St^ 
Stephen's  countenance,  how  Jefus. can  lighten  tha 

♦  Deut.  xxxiii.  25.  f  Pfal.  cxvii'u  6» 
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dark  valley,  and,  even  in  that  tremendous  pafTagev^ 
fill  our  fouls  with  peace  and  joy.  Why  fliould  we 
not  hope  to  maintain  fuch  a  holy  confidence  ?  This, 
at  leaft,  the  grace  of  our  God  can  beftow.  But  we 
fhould  extend  our  view  beyond  the  prefent  fcene,and 
contemplate  the  Saviour^  waiting  to  receive  us  to 
manfions  of  eternal  bleflednefs.  Let  us  perfevere  in 
&ith  and  patience,  and  ibon  fhall  the  gates  of  heaven 
be  opened  for  our  honourable  admiifion*  *^  If  we 
fuffer,  we  fliall  alfo  reign  with  him*."  For  thus  he 
addreiles  every  Chriftian  foldier,  enlifted  under  hit 
banner,  *<  fie  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  givf 
thee  a  crown  of  life  t/* 

We  pray,  therefore,  with  our  church  ; 
**  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  in  all  our  fuflferings  hew 
upon  earth,  for  the  teftimony  of  thy  truth,,  we  may 
Aeadfaftly  look  up  to  heaven>  and  b^  hith  behold  the 

flory  that  (hall  be  revealod ;  and>  being  filled  with  the 
loly  Ghoft,  may  learn  to  love  and  blefs  our  perfe- 
cutors^  by  die  example  of  thy  firft  Martyr  Saint 
Stephen,  who  prayed  for  his  murderers  to  thee,  0 
blefled  Jefus,  who  ftandeft  at  the  right  hand  of  God 
to  fuccour  all  thofe  that  fuffer  for  thee,,  our  only  Me- 
diator and  Advocate.     Amen  %.** . 

•  a  Tim,  iL  uu.    t  Rcv^  U«  xoa     %  CqUs^  fot  St..Ste9]Ma'i  d>:^ 
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C  H  A  P.    IX. 

5BCT*    I^» 

JP^tf/,  hh  exira^ion  and  education^-'^a  Hgoti'ed  Pharifit 
^^erfecuted  the  Church^uddenly  /lupped  by  an  ap^ 
pearance  of  Cbriji'^fubmitted  to  hint-^Jruck  blind-^ 
recovered  bis  Jight-^aptiz^d  by  AnoHias — preached 
Chrift''''what  to  be  concludedfrm^fts  converfionm' 

X  HE  LontGod  frequently  accomplifhes  his  pur-^ 
pofes  by  fuch  inftruments,  as  are  thought  weak  and' 
contemptible,  and  thus  proves,  that  his  caufe  is  not 
indebted  to  any  human  abilities  for  fupport.  But,  at 
6>me  times  and  for  fpecial  purpofeSy-  He  is  pleafed  t<>' 
feledt  perfons  of  admired  endowments,,  whom  infide- 
lity would  gladly  have  claflcd  amongft  its  advocates,^ 
and  to  render  them  of  extenfive  fervice  to  the  inter« 
efts  of  Chriftianity;  Alas !  how  often  do  fplendid 
gifts  become  a  fnare  and  a  curfe,  not  to  the  pofTeflbrs^ 
only,  but  to  (bciety,  being  employed  in  defence  of 
erroneous  and  deftrudkive  principles  I  Howdifferent 
is  the  cafe,  when  they  are  confecrated  to  the  Lord^ 
and  devoted  to  the  ufe  of  the  fanftuary !  Then  indeed 
thev  appear  truly  excellent,  deferve  our  highcft  efteera,, 
and  contribute  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  happinefr  . 
©f  men. 

Such  reflexions  arife  from  the  confideratioa  of  the 

charader  now  before  us.      St.  Paul  was  furniflied^ 

with  large  intellectual  powers,  and  ample  attainments> 

ki  literature^  which  would  have^  done  credit  to  any 

O  4-  c^NxSs^v 
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caufe.  But  it  is  our  province  to  contemplate  tb« 
Chriftian,  rather  than  the  Scholar,  and  to  adinire,  not 
fo  much  his  natural  genius  and  abilities,  as  *'  the  ex- 
ceeding grace  of  God  in  him."^  That  grace  ftamped 
a  dignity  and  worth  on  all  his  qualifications,  and  gave 
them  their  proper  direction  and  employment.  Let 
us  hear  his  own  grateful  acknowledgment ;  "  By  the 
grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am  *.*'  None  ever  flione 
with  greater  luftre  than  he  did,  after  he  bad  once  en- 
tered on  the  fervice  of  Chrift :  none  feem  to  have 
arrived  at  a  higher  degree  of  perfeftion,  or  to  have 
been  honoured  with  more  extenfive  ufefulnefs  in  the 
world.  We  thank  God  for  the  amazing  cffedb  of 
his  preaching,  and  efpecially  for  his  infpired  compofi- 
tions,  which  conftitute  a  confiderablc  part  of  the  New 
Teftament,  and  which  will  defcend  as  an  ineftimabie 
bleffing  to  ages  yet  unborn.  May  we  all  partake  of 
the  fame  fpirit,  and  learn  from  his  example  and  ex- 
hortations to  yield  ourfelves  to  the  Saviour  with  the 
Varmeft  affeftions  and  unreferved  obedience ! 

Saul,  for  fuch  was  his  name  originally,  was  born 
at  Tarfus  in  Cilicia,  and,  through  peculiar  favour 
granted  to  the  natives  of  that  town,  entitled  to  the 
freedom  and  privileges  of  a  Roman  citizen  f-  He 
fprang  from  Jewifli  parents,  and  boafted  that  he  could 
trace  his  defcent  from  Abraham,  and  had  conformed 
to  all  ritual  injundions ;  "  circumcifed  the  eighth  day, 
of  the  ftock  of  Ifrael,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  an 
Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews  J."  He  was  taught  the 
common  bufinefs  of  a  tent-maker  §.;  but  we  cannot 
therefore  conclude,  that  he  was  confined  to  any  fer- 
vile  labour,  or  placed  in  a  mean  fituation  ||.  He  en- 
joyed the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education  >  being  well 

♦   I  Cor,  XV,  10.  f  Afts  xxii.  3,  »8. 

J  2  Cor.  xi.  li,  Phil.  iii.  5.         §  Afts  xviii.  3. 
H  It  was  cuftomary  with  the  Jews,  even  the  mod  opulent,  to  train . 
op  their  children  to  the  knowledge  of  fomc  trade,  by  which  they 
might  be  able  to  earn  their  fupport  ia  life^  if  uey  ihould  be  reduced  ta 
iifiiculties. 
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fnftriftSled  in  the  learning  of  the  times,  and  furniftied 
with  a  confiderable  fhare  of  reading  in  the  Greek  and 
Latin  writers. 

Probably  at  an  early  age,  he  went  to.  Jerufalem,  to 
acquire  the  neceflary  acquaintance  with  Jewift  lite* 
rature,  with  the  principles  of  his  own  religion,  and 
the  mod  generally  received  interpretations  of  the  Old 
Teftament.  For  thofe  purpofes  he  \vas  under  the  cara.;^ 
of  the  celebrated  Dodtor,  Gamaliel,  and,  as  his  pupil, 
"  brought  up  at  his  feet,"  There  he  made  confider- 
able proficiency  in  his  (ladies,  and  foon  difcovered  a 
zealous  attachment  to  all  the  Mofaic  inftitutions,, 
Such  an  attachment  might  be  greatly  increafed  by  the 
influence  of  his  tutor  :  at  leaft,  he  came  out  from  un- 
der his  care  a  rigid,  bigotted  .Pharifee,  He  laid  an 
undue  ftrefs  on  the  obfervance  of  Jewidi  ceremonies^ 
and,  as  he  could  not  bear  to  hev  of  their  aboliiion  or 
infufficiency,  he  imblbed>  with  his  flrft  rudiments,  a 
fpirit  of  oppofttion  to  the  GofpeL  He  thought,,  and 
it  fecmed  to  be  a  firm  and  well-grounded  convifHon^ 
that  it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  exert  himfclf  againft 
the  Chriftian  faith;  **  that  he  ou^bt  to  do  many* 
things  contrary  to  the  name  of  Jefus  of  N'azareth*.'^  . 

He  a<3ed,  as  would  generally  be  allo.ved^  fincerely^ 
and  according  to  the  dilates  of  his  confcience,,  while- 
he  perfecuted,  and  wifhed,  if  poffible,  to  extirpate,,  th& 
profeflibrs  of  this  new  religion.  But  the  plea  of  fin- 
ccrity  and  confcience  will  not  excufe  him.  It  was 
his  fin,  as  it  is  the  fin  of  many,  not  to  be  better  in- 
formed :  a  blamable  and  corrupt  difpofition  of  mind 
prevented  him  from  giving  the  Gofpel  aferious  atten- 
tion and  fair  examination.  He  muft  have  had  many, 
opportunities  of  being  acquainted  wnth  its  evidence,, 
during  his  refidence  at  Jerufalem :  but  he  previoufly 
determined  to  rejedt  afyftem,  v\hich  totally  fubverted 
his  proud  principles,  and  therefore  obftinately  refufecL 

*  A^i  xxvU  5)  9*   Gal.  i.  14^ 
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to  admit  the  lieht,  which  was  offered.  Hence  he  be- 
came ^^  a  blalphemery  and  a  perfecutor,  and  injuria 
ous*;"  prefumptuoufly  uttering  profane  fpeecbes 
againft  the  Lord  Chrift,  fetting  nimfelf  in  oppoiitioi> 
to  all)  who  called  upon  his  name,  and  treating  them 
with  every  fpecies  of  violence.  He  concluded,  that 
he  was  doing  God  fervice;  but  that  fentiment  be-- 
trajed  an  extreme  blindnefs  and  depravity  f. 

The  facred  hiftory  lirfl  introduces  his  name 
34.*  "PO"  ^^^  ^«a*  of  St.  Stephen.  When  that 
holy  martyr  was  floned,  Saul,  who  had  proba- 
bly been  prefent  at  Stephen's  folemn  fermon,  gave 
his  approbation  and  af&flance  to  the  perpetration  of 
the  horrid  murder  :(•  He  proceeded  much  farther^ 
With  a  furious  and  voracious  dtfpoiition,.  like  a  beafl: 
of  prey,  he  purfued  the  difciples  of  Chrifl,  that  be 
might  tear  and  devour  them.  He  went  great  lengths 
indeed,  before  it  pleafed  God  to  Aop  his  mad  career- 
*'  He  made  havock  of  the  Church,  entering  into  every 
houfe,  and  haling  men  and  women,*'  paying  no  defer- 
ence to  fex  or  age,  "  committed  them  to  prifon§.*' 
He  confeffesj  that  he  ''  imprifoned  and  beat  in  every 
fynagogue  them  that  believed  H ;"  that  he  "  punifhed 
them  oft  in  every  fynagogue,  and  compelled  thera 
to.blafpheme,  and,  oeing  exceedingly  mad  againfl 
them,  perfecuted  them  unto  f^ran^e  cities  +•*'  It  is 
obvious  that  he  fought  nothing  (efs  than  their  total 
extirpation.  ^^  He  breathed  out  thrcatenings  and 
flaughter  *♦ ;"  as  if,  with  every  breath  he  drew,  he 
denounced  vengeance  and  deilru(Etion  to  the  poor 
faints.  He  applied  for  the  influence  and  authority  of 
the  high  priefl,  who  probably  was  not  backward  to 
countenance  and  promote  his  plans,  that  he  might 
carry  his  perfecution  even  t<.,  the  diflant  city  of  Da- 
'  mafcus.     On  this  exptaition  he  had  fet  out,  with 

9 1  Tim.  I.  X3«      "f  John  xvi.  %,  3.      ]  A.€t8  vii.  58.  viii.  7.  xxii.  20» 
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uribus  rage,'  and  almoft  reached  the  end  of  his  jour* 
ncy.  V 

After  fuch  an  account,  can  any  doubt  be  enter-*: 
tained  of  the  real  ftate  of  his  mind  at  that  time?' 
Whatever  may  be  faid  of  his  integrity  or  good  inten- 
tions,, is  it  not  evident  from  this  dcfcription,  that  he 
was  then  "  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  in  the  bond' 
of  iniquity?*'  Shall  we  not  allow  his  own  confeffion^ 
that  he  was  "  the  chief  of  fmners,"  "  not  meet  to 
be  called  an  Apoftle,  becaufe  he  perfecuted  the  Church 
of  God*?""  The  principles,  by  which  he  >yas  actu- 
ated, and  the  condud  he  purfued,  were  highly  ofFen* 
five  to  God ;  fo  that  we  cannot  bjit  confider  him,  la* 
that  period  of  his  life,  as  obnoxious  to  the  divine  in-r 
dignation*     We  grant  that  he  preferved  a  ftridl  regu- 
larity of  manners,  that  his  deportment  was  moral,  \m 
the  common  acceptation  of  morality,  and  even  blame- 
Icfs  before  men..    He  was,.alfo,  conftant  and  exa£t  in. 
all  the  offices  of  external  devotion:  but  his  religioiv 
was  the  offspring  of  pride  and  ignorance.  He  "  went 
about  to  eftabli(h  his  own  righieoufnefsy  *  and  main- 
taiped  a  confident  afTurance  of  his  fafety*      Alas  1  her 
"  was  alive  without  the  lawf :"  he  und^rftood  not 
the  extenfiv^  and  fpiritual  demands  of  God's  precepts^- 
or  the  tremendous  confequence  of  the  leaft  deviation 
from  duty.     He  was  therefore  elated  with  a  conceit 
of  his  goodnefs ;  though,  at  the  very  time,  his  obe- 
dience was  not  only  partial,  but  wrong  throughout* 
With  all  his  foir  appearances  and  high  pretenfions,  he 
<**  was  in.  the  flefli,  and  the  motions  of  fins,  which^ 
were  by  the  law,  did  work  in  his  members  to  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  death  J:." 

Some  have  fuppofed,  that,  on  account  of  his  fin« 
cerity,  he  poffclTed  a  previous  difpofition  to  receive 
the  GofpeK  But  men  of  fuch  a  Pharifaical  fpirit,, 
as  he  ihewed^  are  the  moft  unwQling  to  ^^ilibmit. 

♦  s  Tim.  i.  i5«   I  Cqs.xv,  9.    f  Rom.  w«  ^    J*Rom»  vii.  |. 
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unto  the  righteoufnefs  of  God/*  Others  have  rcpre* 
■  fcntcd  his  ttate  and  charafter  in  fo  favourable  a  light, 
that  no  confiderable  change  could  be  neceflary ;  nay, 
that  he  deferved  the  grace,  which  was  afterwards  be« 
flowed,  as  a  reward  for  his  integrity*  How  contra- 
ry to  this  were  his  own  fentiments !  In  all  his  writ- 
ings, he  defcribes  his  guilt  as  extremely  heinous  and 
aggravated,  and  fpeaks  with  a(loni(bment  of  the  mercy 
of  God,  from  which  he  feemed  to  be  farther  removed 
than  any  other  fmner :  and  therefore  he  is  always  ready 
to  produce  his  cafe  as  the  moft  extraordinary. 

Yet  we  allovt',  that  his  ignorance,  though  it  forms 
not  an  excufe,  is  in  fome  feiife  a  palliation  *•  Had 
he  proceeded  the  fame  lengths  in  oppofilig  Chrift, 
againfl  clear  information  and  (Irong  convictions  of  his 
own  mind,  we  apprehend,  that  he  would  have  been 
given  up  to  a  judicial  hardnefs,  and  forgivenefs  have 
been  impoflible.  Let  none  flatter  themfelves,  that  the 
want  of  inftruSion  will  be  a  fufficient  fecurity.  The 
moft  awful  denunciations  are  levelled,  againft  thofe, 
who  know  not  God  and  his  truth  f-  I'offibly,  you 
may  be  confident  of  your  own  redtrtude,  and  yet  be 
grievoufly  deceived.  Even  a  mifguided  confcience 
may  prove  deftruftive.  Though  you  abftain  from 
grofs  immoralities,  and  be  admired  for  your  pun6luai 
attention  to  religious  duties,  your  prevailing  tempers 
may  be  fuch,  as  render  you  odious  to  God.  Come, 
ana  learn  from  the  example  before  us  the  ncceffity  of 
a  total  renovation.  There  is  an  univerfal  depravity 
of  nature,  which  requires  to  be  fubdued.  You  muft, 
theieiore,  '*  put  off  the  old  man,  and  be  renewed  in 
the  fpirit  of  your  mind  %  :*'  and  till'  this  be  effedled, 
your  pretended  obedience  is  deteftable,  as  proceeding 
from  corrupt  motives. 

Such  a  change  took  place  in  Saul,  when  he 

^3?*  ^^^  about  the  age  of  t   erity-four  years,  as  is 

generally  fuppofed,  and  within  two  or  three 

fM  Tun*  J.  13.    t  »  Cor.xv,  34.  ilU^A.t,     \E^K.lv,iJ,  13. 
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years  after  the  death  of  Chrlft.  Young  as  he  war^ 
he  had  given  full  proof  of  a  decided  and  bitter  oppo- 
fition  to  the  Gofpel,  He  had,  indeed,  been  "  iepa^ 
rated  from  his  mother's  womb  *,"  in  the  counfels  of 
God :  b'Jt  the  call  of  grace  was  long  deferred,  that 
the  riches  of  this  grace  mi;^bt  be  more  glorioufly  ex- 
hibited. We  are  now  to  behold  th<;  Lord  Jefus, 
who  had  (hewn  all  long-fufFering,  taking  to  himfdf 
his  great  power,  i^n  an  inftant  fubduing  the  fierce  en-* 
mity  of  the  rebel,  and  attaching  him  by  the  (Irongcft 
lies  of  afFe«5tion  to  his  own  perfon  and  fervice. 

Saul  had  come  into  the  n..ighbourhood  of  Damaf- 
cus,  with  murderous  rage  againfl  all  the  difciples  of  . 
Jefus,  and  probably  was  anticipating  the  pleafure  he 
(hould  receive  in  binding  and  torturing  them  f.  He 
was  within  view  of  the  city,  when  fuddenly  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  uncommon  brightnefs  and  glory  Ihia- 
ing  from  heaven,  which  far  exceeded  the  fplendour 
of  the  fun,  checked  his  progrefs.  This  occurred  at 
mid-day,  which  rendered  the  phenomenon  the  more 
Angular.  Both  Saul  and  his  companions  were  in- 
ftantly  ftruclc  to  the  ground,  dazzled  and  confounded. 
The  voice  of  infulted  majefty  reproved  him  with  pe- 
culiar folemnity,  and  thus  called  him  to  account  for 
his  injurious  condudt  J  "  Saul,  Saul,  why  perfecuteft 
thou  me  ?" 

It  fliould  feem,  that  not  only  was  this  remarkable 
addrefs  diftindly  heard,  but  fome  au^zuft  pcrfonage 
was  exhibited  to  his  view.  Saul  enquired,  "  Who 
art  thou.  Lord?"  Probably,  Chrift  manifefted  hirofeif 
in  human  form,  with  a  meafure  of  that  luftre,  which 
be  pofTefies  in  his  prefent  exaltation,  while  the  an- 
fwer  was  returned,  **  I  am  Jefus,  whom  thou  perfe- 
cuteft: it  is  hard  for  thee  to  kickagainft  the  pricks." 
As  if  he  had-^faid,  *'  I,  who  appear  before  thee  with 
fuch  marks  of  elevated  dignity,  am  no  other  than  the 

*  Cad.  i.  X5«        f  AAsix,  3— 22t   xxli*  6—16.  xxvit  x»— 20. 
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doTpifed  N^zarene,  againft  whom  thy  rage  19  uIU«^ 
matel)^  direded,  I  condder  the  infults  and  opprei&on, 
which  my  faithful  people  fufFer,  as  offered  to  myfelf. 
But  thy  furious  attempts,  in  the  final  event,  cannot 
hurt  me  or  my  caufe  :  thou  art  only  wounding^thyfelf.. 
Ceafe,then,  from  thy  foolifh  and  wicked  oppofitioh." 

Wonderful  indeed  was  the  condefcenfion  of  the 
Lord,  in  arguing  with  one  (b  full  of  enmity  !'  It  was 
amazing  forbearance  and  compafiion,  that  he  did  not 
^  make  bare  his  holy  arm,**  to  deftroy  the  perfecu- 
tor,  and  leave  him  a  monument  of  righteous  ven* 
geancc*  But  he  fpoke  in  mercy,  and  yet  fpokc  efFco- 
Cually.  Saul  inftantly  fubmitted  with  unfeigned  con* 
trition,  and  prefumed  not  to  allege  any  thing  in  hia^ 
own  defence.  A  fudden  conviflion  of  his  enormous 
guilt,  and  a  fight  of  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer,,  whom^ 
he  had  fo  daringly  provoked,  almoft  overwhelmed^ 
him  with  fear  and  aftoniOiment.  Perhaps  doubting 
whether  there  could  be  any  hope  for  him,  yet  re- 
folved  to  try  the  cffed  of  an  humble  application,  he 
crieii  out,  **  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?'** 
Thus  refigning  himfclf  into  the  hands  ofjefus,  ho 
obtained  forgivenefs.  He  was  direfted  to  go  into 
the  city  for  further  inftru<Stion,  and  encouraged  by  an- 
affurance,  that  he  (hould.  be  appointed  a  minifter  of 
the  Gofpet  with  a  divine  commifSon,  under  the  im- 
mediate proteftion  of  Heaven.  It  was  declared,  that 
he  (hould  be  the  favoured  inftrument  of  carrying  the' 
glad  tidings  of  falvatipn  to  Heathen  lands,  and  ex- 
tending to  many  fouls  the  various  bleifings  of  the  re- 
^dcmption,  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

The  vifion  being  ended,  Saul  arofe ;  but  the  ftu* 
pendous  luftre,  which  had  (hone  upon  him,  deprived 
him  of  light.  His  eyes  were  clofed  in  darknefs  y, 
an  emblem  of  the  former  blindnefs  of  his  foul.  Un- 
able, therefore,  to  guide  himfelf,  he  was  condudkd; 
to  Damafcus,  where  he  continued,  probably  in.  ex- 
treme confufion  and  diftrefs,  for  three  days  without 


beholding  any  objeft  or  receiving  any  food;     That 
feafon  he  employed  in  ferious  recolleftion  and  fervent 

Erayer,  humbly  waiting  for  further  deliveraAce.  The 
,ord  gracioufly  remarked  the  change,. and  faidof  binri^. 
•*  Behold)  he  prayeth !"  He  had  repeated  many  forms 
of  devotion ;  but  never  before  that  period  had  hit 
heart  been  raifed  to  heaven  with  eamefl  fupplicatioiu 
It  pleafes  God^  ia  general,  to  aiFord  yoiwig  converts 
opportunity  for  the  exercife  of  poaitential  fi)rrow  and: 
importunate  cries  for  mercy,  before  he  pours  in  uponi 
them  the  clear  light  and  full  comforts  of  the  Gofpel. 
This  may  be  a  time  of  heavinefs,  but  it  furni(hes  ail« 
ttfeful  and  nece(Fary  preparation  of  mind  i.  and,  at- 
kngth,  joy  will* certainly  fucceed^. 

A  difciple  at  Damafcus  was  fent  by  exprefs  ^cve-^- 
lation  to  reftore  to  Saul  his  loft  fight,  and  confipnir 
him  in  the  Chriilian  faith*.  The  coming  and  defigo/ 
of  that  mefTenger  had  alfo  been  intimated  to  Saul  hy 
a  previous  vifion ;  and  this  coincidence  of  circum^ 
fiances  proved  more  evidently,  that  the  whole  tranl^ 
adiion  was  the  mighty  work  of  God,  and  not  a  delu«. 
iion  or  impoilure-  Ananias  was  the  perfon  com^- 
mifSoncd  to  vifit  the  **  chofen  veflel  ;'*  and  by  hir 
means  Saul  was  inftantly  delivered  from  blindnefs^. 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  furni(hed  with  miracu* 
lous  powers,  and  admitted  by  baptifm  into  the 
durch  of  Chrift. 

What  a  change  was  this !  He,  who  had  intended 
to  harafe  and  torment  the  difciples,  joined  himfelf  to 
them  as  their  friend  and  brother,  and  elteemed  it  the 
bigheft  honour  to  become  a  follower  and  preacher 
of  Jefus  the  Nazarene,  whofe  name  he  had  treated 
with  blafphemous  contempt.  Having  received  full 
information  both  of  the  h&s  and  dodrines  of  the 
Gofpel,  by  dire£t .  communications  from  heaven,  he 
^  **  conferred  not  with  flefh  and  blood,"  confultcd  not 
the  dictates  of  worldly  prudence  or  carnal  inclinations^ 
but  immediately  began  to  declare  and  maintain,  in  the 
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fynagogues  of  Damafcus,  what  he  had  learnt  by  re^ 
velation,  and  proved  t®  the  aftoniihment  of  thofe, 
who  had  known  his  former  chara<fter,  that  Jefus  is 
indeed  the  promifed  Saviour.  Thus  he  "  preached 
the  faiih,  which  once  he  deftroyed  *,"  and  foon  ap- 
peared to  be  ''  a  vefl'cl  unto  honour,  fandlifieJ  and 
meet  for  the  Matter's  ufe  f."  Shall  we  not  "  glorify 
God  in  him  ?'*  '*  Bleffed  be  the  Lord  God,  the  God 
of  Ifrael,  who  only  c'oeth  wondrous  things :  and  bleficd 
be  his  glorious  name  for  everj/' 

The  continuance  and  good  effedls  of  this  change 
demonftrate,  that  it  w^s  no  fidlion,  nor  the  produc- 
tion of  terror  or  of  fancy,  but  a  real  converilon,  ac- 
compliftied  by  the  immediate  interpoiJtion  of  the  Lord 
from  heaven.  From  the  mo.r.ent  that  Saul  was  firft 
ftruck  to  the  ground,  what  an  aftoniftiing  difference 
did  he  manifeft  in  his  whole  fpirit  and  conduct ! 
Where  is  noA^  the  fury  of  the  perfecutor?  and  what 
is  become  of  all  his  murderous  defigns  againft.the  be- 
lievers at  Damafcus  ?  "  The  wolf  dwells  with  the 
lamb,  and  the  leopard  lies  down  with  the  kid,"  no 
longer  feeking  to  hurt  or  deftroy  §.  Where  is  the 
tongue  of  tht;  blafphemer,  fo  accuftomed  to  utter 
profane  fpeeches  againft  Chrift  ?  The  very  mention 
of  Jefus  of  Nazareth  would  have  provoked  his  indig- 
nation :  but  no  fooner  does  the  Saviour  reveal  has 
grace  and  glory,  than  the  fierce  adverfary  relinquifhes 
all  further  plans  of  oppofition,  is  afliamed  of  his  for- 
mer enmity,  and  alarmed  for  his  future  fafety :  he 
cries  for  mercy,  acknowledges  the  divine  charafter, 
and  defires  to  follow  the  direiUons,  of  Jefus,  "  O 
Lord,  what  I  know  not>  teach  thou  me;  guide  me 
into  that  way,  in  which  I  have  fooliftily  refufed  to 
walk ;  refcue  my  guilty  foul  from  deferved  wrath, 
and  (hew  me  what  thou  req^uireft  to  be  done.    I  give 
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myfelf  to  thee,  and  defire  to  five  in  cheerful  and  unre- 
feivcd  obedience  to  thy  precepts, "^  Such  is  the  pur- 
port of  his  devout  exclamiition,  *'  Lord,  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  This  is  the  language  of  con- 
verfion  ;  and  this  efFctSt  could  no  more  be  produced  by 
any  natural  caufes,  than  the  fun  could  be  obftrudled  in 
its  courfe,  or  the  rivers  made  to  flow  backward  in 
their  channels,  without  a  miraculous  interference. 

At  the  period  here  referred  to,  as  we  apprehend, 
"  the  commandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  he  died  *." 
While  his  mind  was  deeply  imprefled  with  a  convic- 
tion of  the  purity  and  extent  of  the  law,  he  felt  with- 
in himfelf  the  powerful  working  of  a  corrupt  nature, 
and  faw  that  as  a  tranfgreflbr,  under  condemnation, 
he  was  liable  to  perifh.  The  haughty  Pharifee, 
therefore,  was  turned  into  a  weeping  penitent, 
"  Through  the  law,"  he  became  "  dead  to  the  lawf  >'* 
he  gave  up  all  the  proud  expedlations,  which  he  had 
entertained  from  his  own  obedience;  and  "  what 
things  were  gain  to  him,  thofa  he  counted  lofs  for 
ChriftJ."  The  ground  of  his  former  dependence 
foiling,  he  rclinquilhed  it,  and  furrendered  himfelf  to 
Jefus,  in  whom  he  then  trufted  for  falvation,  and  to 
whofe  fervice  he  devoted  the  whole  of  his  future  life. 
From  that  moment  he  continued"  zcaloufly  attached 
to  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  though  under  the  ftrongeft 
pOilible  temptations  to  defert  it,  .and  laboured  more 
abundantly  than  any  others.  Shall  we  not  fay  with 
devout  affevftions,  "  This  is  the  Lord's  doing  5  it  is 
marvellous  in  our  eyes  §.'* 

But  the  benefits  were  not  confined  to  St.  Paul 
alone.  We  are  not  told,  how  his  companions  were 
afFc6led,  who,  probaWy,  were  furious  perfecutors 
like  himfelf.  For  feme  time  they  remained  fpeech- 
lefs,  under  an  impreflion  of  great  terror;  but  we 
know  not,  that  any  of  them  became  true  converts* 

•  Rom.  vii.  9.     f  Gal.  11.19.     J  Phil  iiit  7.     §  Pfal*  cxyiii.  43. 
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Yet  there  were  others^  for  whofe  advantage  this  fin- 
gular  interpofition  was  evidently  defigncd.  M^nif 
nw,  confefled,  and  admired^  the  change :  many  were 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel,  and  turned  to 
the  Lord.  This  new  preacher,  in  his  seal  to  profMi^ 
gate  the  faith,  travelled  from  city  to  city,  and  firom. 
one  kingdom  to  another,  and  thoufands,  believing, 
his  teftimony,  were  added  to  the  Church.  No  me- 
naces or  fu^erings  from  men  could  deter  them  from 
entering  on  the  fervice  of  Chrjft »  in  whom  they 
found  a  fufficient  compenfation,  and  a  never  £uling 
jfource  of  jov.  They  ^^  fhone  as  lights  in  the  world^, 
holding  forth  the  word  of  life,"  and  thus  proved  that 
the  Apoftle  ^^  had  not  run  in  vain^  neither  laboured^ 
in  vain*.'* 

What  (hall  we  (ay  to  fuch  efFeas  as  thefe  ?  They 
could  not  proceed  from  mere  imagination  $  they  de^^^ 
monftrate  inconteftably,  that  the  Cbriftian  fy&em  ir 
Bot  a  delu/ion  or  a  cheat;  Let  the  declarations  oT 
St.  Paul  be  regarded,  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  it 
mufi  be  allowed  that  our  faith  is  divine*  He  affirms, 
tfiat  he  received  it  by  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty,, 
and  not  by  human  teaching  f .  He  preached  It  with  steal. 
and  fuccefs,.  before  he  bad.  any  Communication  witk 
the  other  Apoftles :  and  they  all  perfedly  coincided 
HI  their  account  both  of  fa£b  and  doctrines.  Now^^ 
to  what  (hall  we  afcribe  this  exadl  agreement^  if  not 
to  the  influence  of  Heaven  ? 

Shall  Paul  be  deemed  an  impoftor  f  ?  What  mo- 
tive could  induce  him  to  change  his  party,  and  con*, 
Qrive  fuch  a  plan  of  deception  ?  Did  he  ieek  for  wealth,, 
fconour,  power,  or  (enfual  gratification?  No:  all 
thefe  he  cheerfully  renounced ;  and,  while  he  patiently 
endured  extreme  affliftions^  he  proved,  at  leaft,.  that 
be  firmly  believed  theGofpel.  But  was  he  not  an  entbu* 

*  Phil.il.  15,  16.  J;GaU.  ii,5pc, 
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Sift  ?  No  r  the  fartheft  from  it  poflible.  He  betrayed  no 
mark  of  an  enthufiaft^  except  his  zeal  fhould  be  rcpre- 
fented  in  that  light.  We  obferve,  however,  it  was  not 
the  blind  and  furious  zeal  of  a  bigot  or  fenatic,  but  the 
generous  ardour  of  one,,  who  knew  the  truth,  and 
felt  the  unf^eakable  importance  of  his  commiffion^ 
Befides,  no  fuppofiition  of  enthufiafm  qan  ever  account 
for  the  fuccefs  of  his  labours,  which,  of  itfelf,  evinces, 
that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  with  him. 

If  it  be  faid,  that,  thourh  finccre,.  he  might  yet  be 
deceived  by  others ;  we  a&,  By  whom  ?  By  the  difci^ 
pics  of  Chrift?  They  were  hardly  perfuaded  to  credit 
his  integrity,  and  the  reality  of  his  converflon  ;  nor 
could  the  change  originate  ^om  them,  with  whom  hor 
had  no  previous  intercourfe.  And  it  will  not,  furely^. 
be  alleged,^  that  he  was  impofed  on  by  his  formeo- 
aflbciates,  who  fought  his  Hfe  for  ceferting  their  caufe* 
The  only  fair  conclufion  is,  that  he  was  conftituted 
an  ApolUe  by  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  that  the  do^t^rine 
which  he  preached  is  a  revelation  from  heaven.  Let 
us  rejoice  and  give  thanks  for  this  interefting  event,, 
and  pray  that  ^  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gofpcl  o£ 
Chrift  may  fiiine  unto  us.'* 

We  admire  the  divine  perfe6lions  as  difplayed  itt. 
St.  Paul's  converfion.  We  cannot  but  perceive  in  it 
the  fovereignty  of  God,,  who,  without  being  account** 
able  to  us,  raifes  up  what  inllruments  he  pleafes  for 
his  own  fervice  and  glory.  Let  us  difputc  as  We 
may,  ^^  He  will  have  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have: 
mercy*."  It  becomes  not  its  to  quarrel  with  his  ap- 
pointments. ^  Who  art  thou,  that  replied  againft. 
God  t?"  The  cafe  before  us  (hews,,  how  feeble  is 
the  ftrongeft  oppofition  to  Him.  What  can  the  moft 
furious  perfecutors  efFc«ft?  "Hie  that  fitteth  in  the 
heavens  (hall  laugh.;,  the  Lord  {hall  have  them  itv 
derifionj.'*^     He  can  fuddenly  confound  their  pur- 
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pofes,  ftrike  ferror  into  their  hearts,  abafe  and  bunr-^ 
.ble  them,  and  even  render  them  zealous  advocated  for 
hi»  truth.  '^  There  is  none  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord  ; 
neither  are  there  any  works  like  unto  thy  works  *  !" 

The  wifdoni  of  God,  alfo,  appears  wonderful  in 
Hcledting  a  perfon  of  St.  Paul's  former  chara6ter, 
whom  we  fhould  have  thought  moft  unlikely  to  be 
employed  in  the  Church  of  Cbrift.  On  many  ac- 
counts he  muft  be  allowed  to  be  a  deflrable  and  urv- 
cxceptionable  witnefs  for  the  Gofpel.  Such  had  been 
bis  violent  prejudice  againft  it;  and,  afterwards, fucb 
was  his  patient  fubmiiHon  to  fufFering,  fo  firm  the 
courage,  and  unwearied  the  affiduity^  which  he 
fhewed  in  its  fupport,  that,  without  confidering  his 
ftrong  natural  abilities,  we  admire  the  fuitablenefs  of 
bis  appointment  to  the  miniftry,  though  he  *'  was 
before  a  blafphemer,  a  perfecutor,  and  injurious." 

In  a  more  fignsJ  manner^  the  rich  mercy  of  our 
God  and  the  fuSiciency  of  his  grace  in  Jefus  Chrift 
are  here  exhibited*  St.  Paul  reprefents  his  own  cafe 
as  fo  remarkable  in  this  view^  that  it  may  fumiih 
encouragement  to  penitents  in  every  age,  whatever 
their  former  chara6ter  may  have  been.  Nay,  he 
thought  that  he  had  obtained  forgivenefs  for  this  very 
purpofe,  that  none  might  defpair^  The  Saviour^ 
who  refcued  him,  can  recover  you,  who  have  de- 
parted the  fartheft  from  God  :  he  can  fubdue  your 
depravity,  fanftify  your  polluted  heart,  and  pardon 
your  numerous  and  aggravated  finsy  even  your  fierce 
oppofition  to  his  Gofpely  and  profane  blafphemies 
againft  himfeif,  O  rejoice  in  that  "  feithful  fayingv" 
which  is  indeed  "  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Chrift  JefiJs  came  into  the  world  to  fave  fmners  f  •** 
and,  like  the  Apoftle,  "  count  ail  things  but  dung> 
that  you  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  Him  X  !" 

•  Pfal.lxxxvj.8.         f  iTim.  i»iS.        J  PhiL  iii.  S^9^ 
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SECT,    2. 

'Paul^  driven  from  Damafcus  and  then  from  yerufalem^ 
Jled  to  Tar  jus — auompanhd  Birnc£ai  to  Antioch  in 
Syria^  and  thence  to  Jerufakm—^fent  forth  with  him 
io  preach  to  the  Gentiles^  travelled  through  G^prus-^* 
went  to  Pergaj  jfntloch  in  Pijidia^  Iconium^  Lyftra^ 
Derhe — returned  to  Antioch  in  Syria — attended  the 
council  at  Jerufalem-^reproved  Peter^eparatedfrom 
Barnabas. 

Religion    confifts   not  in  a  fyftem  of  merely 
Speculative  notions :    the  fentiments  and  afFeflions, 
•which  it  excites  in  the  hearty  produce  fuch  excellent 
•fruits  in  the  life,  as  evince  its  holy  nature  and  divine 
original.     Who  will  not  allow,  that  this  was  emi- 
nently the  cafe  with  St,  Paul  ?     We   have  already 
intimated  that  the  truth  of  his  converfion  appeared 
by  its  effedis :    "we  muft  now  appeal  to  the  whole  of 
Jiis  fubfequent  conduift  for  the  proof  of  this  obferva- 
tion.     We  fliall  perceive  him,  to  the  laft  moment, 
invariably  and  zealoufly  attached  to   the   caufe   of 
Chrift,  exerting  himfelf  not  only  as  a  foldier,  but  as 
a  principal  leader  and  commander,  in  the  armies  of 
the  faithful.     We  cannot  but  remark  with  admira- 
tion his  aftivity,  courage,  fervour,  and  perfeverance  : 
yet  at  the  fame  time  we  may  propofe  him  as  a  bright 
pattern    of    meekuefs,   patience,  contempt   of    the 
world,  purity,  and  fpirituality  of  mind.     Let  it  be 
our  pleafirig  employment,  to  accompany  him  from 
place  to  place,  and  contemplate  the  important  pur* 
pofes,  for  which  he  was  called  and  ordained  to  the 
Apoftolic  function. 
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The  lovers  of  hiftory  may  here  find  enough  tGf 
engage  their  attention^  and  excite  their  wonder.  We 
invite  them  to  ftudy  the  records  of  the  primitive 
Church,  which  abound  with  fadls  moft  curious  and 
intercfting,  and  particularly  entitled  to  regard^  as 
proceeding  from  the  pen  of  infpi ration.  Come,  and 
-fee  the  great  Apollle,  by  his  indefatigable  labours^ 
blanting,  watering,  enlarging,  and  protecting  many 
.  Chriftian  focieties.  Come,  and  obferve  the  kingdom 
pf  Satan  (haken  and  fubvcrted,  and  upon  its  ruins 
the  kingdom  of  peace  and  righteoufnefs  eftabli(hed. 

St.  Paul  "began,  immediately  after  his  converfiony 
to  declare  the  revelations  he  had  received,  and  to 
preach  Chrift  in  the  fynagogues  at  Damafcus*, 
There  he  continued  for  three  years,  excepting  the 
time  which  he  fpent  in  Arabia,  whither  he  retired  . 
for  a  feafon,  and  where,  probably,  he  was  favoured 
with  clearer  difcoveries  of  divine  truth  f.  He 
Ihewed  a  particular  concern  for  his  unbelieving  bre« 
thren  among  the  Jews,  and  endeavoured  with  un- 
remitting zeal  to  recommend  the  Gofpel  to  their 
acceptance.  Did  they  not  credit  his  teftimonyf 
We  might  hav<^  fuppofed,  that  fuch  a  witnefs  would 
have  removed  every  objeCbion.  B^ttalas!  through 
Jthe  pcrverfcnefs  of  nature,  men  are  difpofed  to  re* 
fift  every  effort  for  their  falvation.  Inftead  of  liftcn- 
ing  to  his  arguments  and  exhortations,  the  Jews 
confpired  againft  his  life,  and  thus  exhibited  to  his 
,view  a  pi<Shire  of  what  he  himfelf  had  been.  A 
formidable  combination  was  entered  into,  and  the 
governor  of  the  city,  together  with  his  garrifon, 
employed  to  apprehend  raul.  But  their  fcheme 
failed :  for  what  could  aU  their  counfels  and  prepa- 
rations avail  againft  hinh  whom  the  Lord  of  hofts 
defended  ?  ^'  Through  a  window  in  a  bafket  he  was 
let  dawn  by  the  wall,  and  efcaped  their  hands  {.'' 

^  Ads  ix.  20;  &c«        f  Gal*  !•  17.       %  a-Cor*  xi.  32)  33. 
^  Upon 
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Upon  that  occafion  he  fled   to  Jerufalerr, 
'    g     and  there  fought  for  the  fociety  of  thofe  very 

difciples,  whom  he  had  once  abhorred  and  per* 
'  lecuted.  They,  however,  remembering  his  former 
charafter,  and  not  having  received  any  fatisfaftory 
account  of  his  converfion,  were  backward  to  credit 
his  profeffions  ;  till  Barnabas  gave  a  clear  and  decided 
account  of  the  important  change,  which  had  taken 
place.  For  a  few  days  he  had  ^ee  communications 
with  the  Church,  but  was  not  indebted  to  the  moft 
eminent  of  the  Apoftles  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
Gofpel  ♦.  At  Jerufalem  he  had  been  known  as  a 
violent  enemy  to  the  Chriftian  faith  ;  and  therefore 
it  might  feem,  that  his  teftimony  in  its  fupport  would 
there  meet  with  peculiar  regard.  Yet  it  proved 
otherwife.  His  zeal  for  the  honour  of  the  Saviour 
foon  excited  the  indignation  of  his  countrymen  j  and, 
hcing  again  obliged  to  fly  for  his  life,  he  was  con* 
Jufted  with  hafte  to  his  native  city,  Tarfus. 

Here  he  obtained  a  fafe  retreat,  and  proba* 
\^/  bly  appliedTiimfelf  with  diligence  to  the  worlc 

of  the  miniftry :  but  what  was  his  fuccefs  we 
arc  not  informed.  Nothing  further  is  recorded  of 
him  during  the  three  or  four  following  years.  Bar- 
nabas, at  length,  in  great  want  of.  his  affiilanee, 
found  him  at  Tarfus,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  go 
to  Antioch,  the  capital  of  Syria,  where  they  laboured 
together  for  the  fpace  of  a  year  with  good  effeft  f  • 
Our  Apoftle,  as  we  may  conclude  from  his  repeated 
vifits,  felt  a  peculiar  attachment  to  the  large  and 
flouriftiing  Church,  which  was  gathered  in  that  place: 
and  there  the  difciples  of  Jefus  firft  received  the 
honourable  appellation,  of  Christians.  The  name 
was  once  reproachful :  we,  perhaps,  glory  in  it  i 
but  do  we  feriottfly  confider,  according  to  this  pro- 

*  Gal.  f.  x^,  19.    Perhapi  to  thii  |>erio<i  of  hit  hiftory  we  Aould 
refer  the  trance,  which  he  znentioB8|  Aiftt  xxii.  17. 
t  A^a  »•  15,  Af€« 
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fefHon,  what  are  our  relations  and  confequent  oWi* 
gallon  i  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Are  we,  what 
the  title  imports,  his  followers  and  fervants  ? 

Paul  and  his  intimate  companion,  Barnabas,  were 
fent  from  Antioch  with  certain  charitable  collections 
to  the  poor  faints  at  Jerufalem,  then  diftrefled  by 
famine :  but,  having  faithfully  executed  then:  com- 
jniflTion,  they  returned  to  Antioch,  taking  with  them 
John  Mark  as  their  aflbciate  and  affiftant  *. 

At  length,  thofe  holy  men,  filled  with  zeal 
^'^'  for  God,  went  forth  to  propagate  the  Chriftian 
faith  upon  a  more  extenfive  plan.  In  obedience 
to  an  exprefs  revelation  from  God,  they  were  fet 
apart  by  the  folcmn  prayers  of  certain  teachers  in 
the  Church,  and  a  peculiar  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  qualified  them,  for  carrying  the  glad  .-tidings 
of  falvation  among  the  Heathens  f.  They  had  pre- 
vioully  committed  themfelves  to  the  Lord ;  and,  in 
confequence  of  their  engagements  with  him,  con- 
lidered  themfelves  at  his  difpofal.  Without  hefita- 
tion  or  reluftance,  therefore,  they  obeyed  the  call, 
not  declining  the  moft  painful  fer vices,  nor  £h rink- 
ing  from  formidable  dangers.  They  accounted  it 
fufficient  that  the  Lord  was  with  them,  and  bad 
affigned  them  their  work.  Ah!  where  fliall  w« 
now  find  fuch  an  unfeigned  regard  to  God  and  his 
caufe  ?  Do  not  "  all  feek  their  own,  and  not  the 
things  which  are  Jefus  Chrift's  %  ?" 

They  went  out,  like  the  Patriarch  of  old,  *'  not 
knowing  whither  jthey  went§,"  depending  upon  their 
JL,ord  for  guidanci^  and  protedtion.  The  other  Apof- 
tles,  alfo,  were  ft nt  forth  to  evangelize  the  world ; 
but  little  is  told  vs  concerning  their  labours.  ^  The 
facred  hiflory  of  the  Church,  from  this  period,  is 
confined  chiefly  to  the  exertions  and  fufferings  of 

*  A^8  xii.  25.      f  xiii.  i,  &c.      %  ^^'d.  ii.  ax«      §  Heb.  xi.  8. 

St. 


ST.  PAUL.  313 

St.  Paul  ;   and  yet  it  does  not  relate  the  whole,  or 
even  give  us  the  clofing  fcen^  of  his  life. 

Paul)  therefore,  and  his  beloved  Barnabas,  fet  out 
from  Antioch  upon  their  momentous  embaffy.  Ha- 
ving arrived  at  Cyprus,  a  large  ifland  in  the  Medi- 
terranean fea,  thev  travelled  through  it,  preaching 
by  the  v^^ay.  At  Paphos,  a  principal  town,  a  fmgu- 
lar  occurrence  happened.  Sergius  Paulus,  the  de- 
puty or  Roman  governor  of  the  country,  dircovere4 
a  favourable  difpofition,  and  exprefTed  a  defire  t<» 
hear  the  Gofpel.  But  Elymas,  a  noted  magician  in 
the  place,  endeavoured  to  prejudice  him  agatiift  h^ 
probably  through  a  fear  of  lofing  his  own  oonfe- 
quence.  Immediately,  however,  at  the  word  of 
Paul,  this  vile  oppofer  of  the  faith,  >^  ho  laboured  to 
keep  others  in  fpiritual  da rknefs^  was  ftruck  blind  $ 
and  the  ruler,  convinced  by  the.  miracle,  embraced 
the  truth.  Many  ci re um fiances  confpire  to  prevent 
the  free  accefs  of  the  minifters  of  Chrift  to  perfons 
of  high  rank.  They,  whofe  intereft  or  afcendancy 
is  likely  to  be  fubverted  by  an  admiflion  of  the  Gof- 
pel, may  always  be  expefted  to  refift  it :  and  there- 
fore Satan,  doibtlels  employs  his  inftruments,  if 
polTible,  to  exclude  religion  from  courts  and  palaces. 
But  our  God,  who  is  mighty,  can  fuddenly  con* 
found  the  purpofes  of  his  enemies,  and  render  them 
fubfervient  to  his  counfcls.  In  due  time,  through 
the  ftrong  influence  of  his  Spirit,  even  "  kings  fhall 
fall  down  before  him,"  and  become  *^  the  nurfing- 
fathers"  of  his  Church*. 

From  Cyprus,  Paul  and  his  companions  went  to 
Perga  in  Pamphylia,  and  there  they  were  deferted 
by  John  Mark,  who  very  difhonourably  declined  the 
fervice,  and  returned  to  Jerufalem.  He  did  not  re- 
nounce the  faith  ;  but  his  conduft  was  highly  blama- 
ble,  and  produced  bad  confequences.  Ah  !  what 
pain   do  fmcere  perfons  feel,    on  account  of  fuch 

*  Pfal.  Ijuii.  zi.  l(ii«  :ilX%M  av 
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cafes!  Yet,  ccnfidering  what  human  natupe  fs,  vre 
may  expe6l  to  fufFer,  |iot  only  through  the  apofiafy 
cf  falfc  brethren,  but  alfo  through  the  imprudence, 
tfloth,  and  cowardice  of  realiChriftiansu  We  ought 
to  mourn  for  the  difcredit  brought  upon  our  profeffion, 
and  yet  at  the  fame  tirpe.  remember,  that  "  the  foun- 
dation of  God  ftandeth  fuire  ♦•" 

The  zealous  preachers,  whom  we  are  here  contem- 
plating, continued  their  progrefs.   At  Antioch  in  Pifi- 
tlia,  (a  different-town,  and  far  diftant  from  the  Antioch 
before  tnentioned)  they  attended  the  public  worfhip 
of  the  JewiOi  fynagogue  on  the  fabbath-day.     After 
the  ufual  fervice,  being  permitted  to  addrefs  the  peo- 
jple,  Paul  arofe  ancj  fpake  in  a  moft  animated  manner, 
declaring  and  enforcing  the  grand  truths  of  the  Gof- 
pel.     To  imprefs  their  minds  in  favour  of  his  doc- 
trine, he  began  with  explaining  fome  of  the  divine  dif- 
penfations  towards  their  anceftors^  particularly  in  pro- 
mifing  the  Saviour,  and  gradually  preparing  them  fear 
his  reception.  He  then  proceeded  to  exhibit  Jefus  as  the 
Chrift,  who  had  been  prediftcd.   He  reprefented  him  as 
defpifed  and  rejefted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem, 
and  there  moft  inj  urioufly  fufferi  ng  the  death  of  the  crofs. 
But  he  maintained,  that  the  whole  of  thefe  tranfailions 
had  occurred  agreeably  to  their  own  faiptures,  and 
that  according  to  exprefs  prophecies,  which  they  them- 
Jelves  acknowledged,  Jefus  had  been  raifed  from  the 
grave,  and  proved  to  be  the  very  Saviour,  whom  they 
profeffed  to  look  for.     He  folemnly  entreated  them 
to  confider  that  full  and  free  redemption,  which  was 
propofed  to  "every  believer,  and  warned   (hem,  by  a 
tremendous  denunciation,  not  to  rejetSl  the  gracious 
offer.     Let  us  learn  from  the  Apoftje's  fermon  to  be 
ithankful  for  the  clear  light  of  the  Gofpel,  with  which 
^e  are  favoured.     ''  Unto  us    is  the  word  of  this 
falvation  fent."     But  do  we  truly  underftand  its  im- 
j>ortf    or,    do  we   cordially  fubmit  to   the  terms? 
O  let  us  beware,  left  we  come  under  the  condemna*. 
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tiofl  of  the  defpifsrs,  who  (hall  perifh  with  aggra« 
vated  ruin ! 

What  was  the  efFca  of  Paul's  addrefe  ?  The 
generality  of  the  congregation  appear  not  to  have 
been  properly  imprefled :  but  certain  Gentiles,  who 
were  prefent,  requefted  that  they  might  have  an  op- 
portunity, on  the  following  fabbath,  of  hearing  the 
fame  truths  enforced.  Many  of  the  Jews,  alfo,  and 
profelytes  to  their  religion,  after  the  difmiifion  of  the 
allembly,  accompanied  Paul  and  Barnabas,  who  in 
their  private  exhortations  endeavoured  to  perfuadc 
them  to  perfevere  in  a  fteadfaft  attachment  to  the  Gof- 
peL  On  the  fubfequent  fabbath,  the  immenfe  crowds 
of  people,  who  were  collected,  excited  the  envious 
difplcafurc  of  the  Jews  :  and  accordingly,  they  begaa 
to  oppofe  and  blafpheme  the  dotSlrinc  delivered.  Not 
difcouraged,  however,  but  rather  animated  by  the 
violence  of  thefe  objediors,  Paul  declared,  that,  though 
the  firft  ofFcr  of  mercy  had  been  tendered  to  them> 
yet  upon  theif*  refufal  the  invitation  would  be  given 
to  the  Gentiles.  Many  of  the  latter  defcription  re- 
joiced at  the  intimation,  and,  through  the  rich  and 
fovereign  grace  of  God,  eqibracedthe  Chriftian  faith. 
From  them,  likewife,  the  truth  of  God  was  diffcmi* 
nated  throughout  all  the  neighbouring  country. 

The  fuccefs  was  great;  but  that  very  circum- 
flance  rendered  the.adverfaries  more  farious  j  and  sl 
formidable  hoil  of  perfecutors  confpired  together.  In 
coalequence,  Paul  and  his  beloved  affociate  were 
forcibly  driven  from  the  place.  Yet,  even  under 
that  feverc  ftcrm,  the  fmcere  converts  remained  un- 
(haken,  and  experienced  a  feafon  of  peculiar  happi- 
nefs.  While  tlieir  enemies  raged  and  threatened, 
*'  the  difciples  were  filled  with  joy,  and  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft."      , 

Surely,  that  violence  is  noi  to  be  dreaded,  how 
extreme  foever  it  may  be,  which  cannot  prevent  us 
from  receiving  the  lively  comf^r^s  Qf  religion,  and 
P  2  \^Viv5!a 
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vi-fiich  may  have  a  -tendency  to  promote  them  in  oyr 
fouls.  If  only,  like  the  Chriftians  at  Aniioch,  we  be 
favoured  with  an  abundant  meafure  of  inward  peace 
and  confolation  from  the  divine  Spirit,  we  fhall  not 
be  greatly  moved  by  the  vehemence  and  menaces  cf 
oppofcrs.  'Wherever  the  Gofpel  meets  with  any 
fjgnal  fuccefs,  it  may  be  expedled  to  produce  con- 
tentions and  feparations  among  thofe,  who  were 
'before  united.  It  draws  forth  from  many  perfons 
that  enmity  of  the  heart  againft  real  godlinefs, 
which  had  been  concealed,  and  covered  perhaps 
with  the  garb  of  piety.  Amone  the  perfectitors 
were  devout  as  well  as  honourable  women  :  and 
frequently,  thofe,  who  have  made  a  (hew  of  fanc- 
tity,  and  been  admired  on  that  account,  are  the 
firil  to  raife  objefiions.  Many,  alfo,  among  oiir- 
felve?,  like  thofe  of  old,  are  difgufted  with  the  large 
congregations,  which  generally  attend  the  zcaloiis 
preachers  of  the  word  of  God,  efpecially  when  thofe 
congregations  confift  chiefly  of  the  poorer  fort.  That, 
which  ought  to  be  matter  of  rejoicing,  excites  envy 
and  difplcafure.  Let  thofe,  however,  who  labour  in 
tiie  Gofpel,  be  content  to.  fellow  the  fteps  of  the 
Apoftles,  "  by  honour  and  dishonour,  by  evil  report 
and  good  report;    as  deceivers,  and  yet  true  ♦.** 

Paul  and  Barnabas  departed  from  Antioch,  and 
upon  quitting  the  place  (hook  ofF  the  duft  of  diehr 
feet,  as  a  teftimony  againft  the  unbelieving  inhabi- 
tants, agreeably  to  the  direftions  of  Jefus  to  his 
difciples  t*  Thence  they  proceeded  to  icontum, 
and  there  opened  their  meflage  with  remarkable  fuc- 
cefs %.  In  that  city  they  continued  for  a  confiderable 
time,  and  with  great  courage  declared  the  tfuth  of 
God,  which  He  was  pleafed  to  confirm  by  various 
miracles,  and  to  make  efFe(3uaI  tp  the  cpnvcrfion  of 
many  perfons.     But  a  furious  oppofitipn  was  raifed 

*  2  Cor>  vi.  8.        f  Mar.  Vi,  ix.        %  A€ti  av.  i>  Sec* 
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agamft  them,  exaSlly  fimilar  to  what  they  experienced 
ac  Antioch.  l^hey  had  numerous  friends  among  the 
people  ;  but  others,  by  calumniating  their  charaifters 
and  doilrine,  prejudiced  them  in  the  eftimation  of 
the  public,  A  party  vvas  formed,  and  a  fchsme  laid^ 
in  which  the  men  of  chief  power  were  engaged,  to 
harafs  and  by  violent  death  deftroy  thefe  new  preach- 
ers, They^  however,  being  apprized  of  the  defign,. 
made  their  efcape  to  Lyftra,  and  both  there  and 
throughout  the  neighbourhood,- notwithftanding  theiF 
paft  and  the  profpecb  of  frefh  dangers,  they  labojred' 
.with  unremitling  ardour  for  the  propagatioii  of  the 
Gofpcl. 

At  Lyftra  a  poor  cripple,  who  had  been  lame  from 
his  birth,  received  an  inftantaneous  cure  by  the  word 
of  St.  Paul.  The  miracle,  being  openly  performed, 
excited  general  attention.  But  fuch  was  the  blind* 
Defs  and  wretched  ftupidity  of  the  people,  that,  in- 
ftead  of  defiring  to  be  inftrufted  by  thefe  eminent 
teachers,  they  began  to  deify  thtem,  and  aSually  pre- 
pared for  them  idolatrous  facrifices.  With  wild  vo* 
ciferations  they  cried  out,  "  The  gods  are  come  down 
to  us  in  the  likenefs  of  men."  Barnabas  they  called 
Jupiter,  as  being  of  the  moft  ftately  appearance;, 
and  Paul  obtained  the  title  of  Mercury,  becaufe  he 
.was  the  principal  fpealcer. 

This  circumftance  could  not  but  be  diftrefling  to 
them,  who  fought  no  vain  applaufe,  andwiQied  to* 
diredt  the  regard  of  all  to  their  Lord  and  Mafter- 
They  were  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  offer  of  divine 
honours,  and  feemed  to  feel  more  pain  on  that  ac- 
count, than  for  their  fevereft  petfecutions.  They  renir 
their  clothes,  in  abhorrence  of  the  profanenefs,^  ra» 
among  the  multitude  with  peculiar  eagernefs,  reproved 
them  for  their  folly  in  worfliipping  men  of  the  fame  in- 
firmities with  themfelves,  and  exhorted  them  to  turn 
from  fuch  fenfelefs  pradicesto.the  ferviceof  the  living. 
God,  the  Creator  and  Prcfervcr  of  heaven  and  earth.. 

p  3  nL\i:>a.. 
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This  bold  and  animated  addrcfs  was  fcarcely  Ef- 
ficient to  divert  them  from  their  purpofe.  It  appears, 
then,  that  thefe  primitive  aflertors  of  the  Chriftian 
faith  had  no  felfifli  views,  and  might  declare,  witli 
the  greateft  iincerity,  '*  We  preach  not  ourfelvef, 
but  Chrift  Jcfus  the  Lord  *."  God  focbid,  that  any, 
who  fuftain  the  minifterial  office,  (hould  aim.  at  their 
own  exaltation,  or  be  pleafed  with  the  flattering 
fpeeches  and  admiration  of  their  hearers!  They 
ihould  defire  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures no  farther,  than  as  it  may  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  recommending  the  Saviour.  Be-^ 
ing  chiefly  concerned  for  his  glory^  they  will  bf 
grieved,  when  He  is  overlooked,  and  they  themfelves^ 
are  extravagantly  praifed.  ' 

Popular  favour  is  a  poor  acquifition :  ^*  it  is  a 
vapour,  that  appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  thetv 
vaniflieth  away  f-"  The  people  at  Lyftra,  who  had 
propofed  to  worfliip  St.  Paul  as  a  deity,  being  foon. 
afterwards  prejudiced  by  the  objeftions  of  certain 
furious  perfecutors  from  Antioch  and  Iconium,  rod 
up  with  violence  againft  him,  and  ftoned  him.  They 
then  dragged  him  out  of  the  city,  with,  marks  of 
extreme  contempt,  and  left  him  ^s  one  dead.^  Here^. 
therefore,  the  hiftory  of  our  Apoftle  was  on  the 
point  of  being  concluded.  But  the  Lord  God,  who 
defigned  him  for  more  extenfive  ufefulnefs  in  the 
Church,  interpofed  for  his  deliverance.  According- 
ly, being  fuddenly  and  miraculoufly  reftored  to  his 
former  ftrength,  and  not  terrified  by  his  enemies,  he 
returned  to  the  city,  and  the  next  day  travelled  with. 
Barnabas  to  Derbe.  It  were  eafy  for  the  Lord  to 
refcue  his  fervants  from  every  danger  and  diftrefs.. 
Let  us  learn  to  commit  ourfelves  cheerfully  to  his 
difpofal,  defirous   only,  that,  whatever  events   may 

♦  z  Cwr.  iv.  5»  f  James  iv*  14^    , 
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awnit  us^  "  Chriff  may  be  magnified  in  our  body,- 
whether  it  be  by  life  or  by  death  *." 

At  Derbe  they  preached  with  vigour  and  fuccefs ; 
and  there  finiQied  their  progrefs  for  that  time,  ad- 
vancing no  farther  into  the  country.  They  went 
back  by  the  fame  road,- a  id  again  vifited  the  pl.lces,.. 
in  which  they  had  met  with  ("uch  violent  oppofition. 
Tru fling  in  the  divine  protedliony  they  dreaded  no- 
confequences  to-themfclves  *,  and  they  were  felicitous 
to  confirm- 'And' comfort  thofe^  who  had  received  ttie 
word.  Thej^ e^chorted  the  difciples, therefore, thn/ugh- 
out  that  regiort,  to  maintain  their  Chriftian  pro.*'v\fiio;T» 
tinder  all  Their  ».Aflfli<St-ions,  and  reminded  them,  Vl^at 
God  has  appointed  his  people  to  pafs  through  many 
trials  in  the 'road  to  bis  kingdom^  At  the  feveral 
towns,  where  churches  were  gathered,  they  ordained 
minifters  over  them  for  their  fpiritual  guidance,  and* 
folemnly  commended  them  all  to  the  care  and  pro- 
teftion  of  the  Lord  Chrift.  Much  regard  is  due  to 
young  converts,  and  much  pains  (hould  be  ufed  to 
cftablifli  them  in  their  holy  calling,  that  they  may  not, 
by  any  temptations,  be  moved  away  from  the  hope  of 
the  Gofpel.  O  be  encouraged  to  perfevere  through- 
all  oppofition^  and  "  hold  faft  that  which  you  have,, 
that  no  man  take  your  crown  f  !'*  Be  not  unwil- 
ling to  fufFer :  the  crofs  muft  be  your  prefent  portion  ;  - 
It  is  your  duty  to  bear  it  cheerfully,  in  the  expec- 
tation of  receiving  *'  the  crown  of  life." 

At  length  thcfe  indefatigable  labourers  returned  to 
Antioch  in  Syria,,  from  which  place  they  had  firfl 
fet  out  on  their  important  expedition. There  they  fixed* 
their  abode  for  fome  time,  that  they  might  enjoy  the* 
fociety  of  the^  faithful,  and  to  ihem  they  recounted  the 
various  inftances  of  fupport  and  fuccefs,  with  whicb 
they  had  been  favoured  in  their  miniftry  among  the- 
Gentiles.      Shall  not  we,  alfo,  cultivate  an  inter- - 

•^  Phil,  u  20.-  f  Rcviiii.  .II, 
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courfe,  with  thofe,  who  know  and  love  the  Lord? 
An ',  when  admitted  to  their  friendfliip,  (hall  we  not 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  declaring^  or  encjuiring 
afier,  the  enlargement  of  the  Church  ?  Hath  God 
"  opened  the  door  of  faith"  to  thdfe,  who  were  in 
darkncfs  ?  Let  this  be  proclaimed  with  grateful  ado- 
rat'on  ;  for  no  information  can  be  more  interefiing 
or  delightful.  Compared  with  this,  how  trifling  and 
i'oolilh  are  the  fubjefts,  which  generally  occupy  con- 
vcr ration!  How  grievous  is  the  ftupidity  of  nieD| 
x^ho,  though  eager  to  hear  or  rdate  every  idle  oc- 
currence, have  no  defire  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
glorious  work,  which  God  is  carrying  on  by  the 
G  o'pcl  of  his  Son  ! 

St.  Paul  and  his  companion  were  now  called 
^'  *  to  different  triah,  not  to  contend  with  furious 
adverLiie?,  but  to  oppofe  and  corred  fome  dan« 
geroiiR  mi  flakes  among  the  brethren.  A  diflendon 
arofe,  in  confequencc  of  certain  Jewifli  zealots  main- 
taining, toat  circumcifion  and  the  obfervance  of  the 
cerem-  nial  law  were  abf:4utely  neccflary  for  tbe  fal- 
vation  of  Gentile  believers*.  Our  Apoftle  confi- 
dtred  the  fentirrent  as  adeftrufiive  error,  fubverting 
the  very  fou:.d.ition  of  the  Gofpel,  and  therefore  fet 
himfelfto  rcfi.ft  it  wirh  great  firmnef?.  It  implied, 
that  the  obedience  and  facrifice  of  Chrift  are  not  a 
fufiicient  ground  of  dependence  towards  God,  that 
we  cannot  becomplf  tely  juftified  by  faith  alone,  how- 
ever fincere,  and  that  our  own  qualifications  or  per- 
formances have  a  fhare,  at  leaft,,  in  procuring  our 
favourable  acceptance. 

We  might  have  thought,  that  pofitions,  fo  direftly 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Chriftian- 
fyftem,  would  have  gained  no  credit.  But  many 
were  ftaggered  ;  and  therefore,  from  a  defire  of  (a- 
tisfying  their  confciences,  and  reftoring  the  peace  of 

^  A^s  XV.  J,  &c. 
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^e  Church,  it  was  agreed  that  Paul  and  Barnabas 
fhould  go  to  Jerufalcm,  and  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Apoftles  and  ciders  upon  the  fubjedi*.     Accordingly^v 
a  Iblemn  council  was  there  held,  and  the  matter  fe- 
rioufly  diArufled-    A  full  account  of  the  work  of  Go4* 
among  the  Gentiles  was  given ;   and  it  was  decided,, 
that  real  believers,  among  the  uncircumcifed,  fhould. 
not  be  required  to  conform  to  the  Mofaic  rites,^  but 
be  confidered  as  complete  in  Chrift  Jefus.     With. 
this  decree  the  ambafladors  returned  to  Antioch ;   and^ 
their  intelligence  produced  gresit  joy  among  the  dif- 
dples.     For  that  time  the  difpute  was  fettled  j  but  it 
broke  out  afterwards  in  other  places,  as  appears  from, 
feveral  of  St,  Paul's  Epiltle?,,  efpecially  from  that, 
to  the  Galatians. 

.  Erroneous  doftrines  of  a  like  dangerous  tendency,, 
are  propagated  in  the  prefent  d^ty.     Circumcifion,  in- 
deed, is  not  infifted  on  ;    but,  as  if  the  merit  of  the- 
Saviour  were  not  fufficient  for  our  juftiiication,  it  is. 
maintained  that  our  OA^n  obedience  muit,  in  part  at-. 
leaft,  recommend  us  to  God.     Sataji  is  ever  labour- 
ing to  divide  the  Church,  and  corru^pt  the  minds  of! 
its  members  "  from  the  fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift  V** 
He  is  the  father  of  lies,,  and  it  [s  his  grand  artifice; 
to  fpread  falfe  opinions.     It   is  remarkable,  .that  the 
Ufifcriptural  fentiments,  advanced  in  modern  timer,^ 
made  their  appearance  very  early;    and  were  permit* 
ted  to  do  fo,  that  they  might  receive  a  full  confuta- 
tion from  the  Apoftles  themfclves.     Let  us  beware, 
of  the  fubtle  devices  of  our  acjverfary,  and,  in  ordctL. 
the  more  fuccefsfuiry  to  refift  him,  let  us  ftudy  the 

♦  It  U  fitppofed,  that  the  Apoftle  refers  to  this  jourjiey>  when  hc- 
fays,  that  he  <*  weat  up  by  revelation."  Doubdefs,  he  then  adcd  " 
uader  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  and  the.  confultaton  was  over'  ' 
rdled  for  the  clearer  underftanding  and  more  explicit  declaration  •of^i 
the  Gofpel.  Gal.  ii.  x— lo* 
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divine  oracles,  which  will  •furniih  us  with  weapon* 
of  defence  againft  all  the  attacks  of  error. 

During  St.  Paul's  continuance  at  Antiocb,  he  had 
occafion  to  fpeak  in  language  of  (harp  repreheniion  ' 
to  St.  Peter,  who  viflted  tho  place,  and  withdrew 
from  the  Gentile  converts  through  a  fear  of  dif- 
pleafing  the  Jews*.  Paul  ftood  forth  as  a  bold  ad^ 
vocate  for  the  liberty  of  the  Gofpel,  maintaining  that 
the  Gentiles,  wKo  were  turned  to  God  by  faith,  were 
as  fecure  through  the  grace  of  the  Saviour,  as  the 
Jews  themfelves.  It  was  a  painful  tafk  to  reprove  a 
beloved  brother;  but,  where  the  purity  of  God's 
truth  is  likely  to  fufFer,  we  (hould  make  no  compli- 
ances, nor  ihew  any  partialities ;  we  (hould  earneftjy 
contend  for  the  honour  of  the  Gofpel,  even  againft 
our  deareft  friends. 

The  Church  at  Antioch  enjoyed  the  fociety  and  the 
labours  of  St.  Paul  for  fome  time.  But  being  eager 
to  extend  his  ufefulncfs,  and  confirm  the  difciples  at  a 
diftance,  he  propofed  to  Barnabas^  that  they  (hould 
Again  vifit  the  people,  to  whom  they  had  ^^reached, 
and  enquire  into  their  ftate.  The  fcheme  was  rea- 
dily agreed  to ;  and  yet  it  gave  occafion  to  a  warm 
contention,  which  iffued  in  a  feparation  of  thefe  two 
afFcitionate  companions.  We  contemplate  this  cir- 
cumftance  with  wonder  and  grief.  Butywi^n  we 
perceive  the  evident  figns  of  wrong  tempers  in  per- 
ibns  fo  confefledly  eminent,  we  (hould  fearn  to  place 
no  confidence  in  the  moft  exalted  of  human  dha- 
ra£lers,  and  to  keep  our  own  hearts  with  diligence 
and  care.  The  caufe  of  the  difference  appears  tri- 
fling ;  but  there  is  nothing,  however  inconfiderable^ 
which  may  not  excite  and  draw  forth  fome  latent 
corruption  of  the  mind  :  nay,  probably,  we  are  moft 
liable  to  fall  by  the  fmalleft  temputions^  which  do  not 

*  G«I.  it.  11,  atf« 
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awaken'  our  fears,  jot  compel  us  to  ftand  upon  our; 
guard.  - 

Barnabas  was  attached  to  his  nephew  John  MarkV^^- 
and  very  defirous  that  he  fliould  be  received  again 
as  their  aflbciate.      Paul  ftated  the   impropriety  of 
taking  with  them  fucb  an  attendant,  as  had  fliame*- 
fully  deferted  them  on  a  former  occafion.  Each  of  the 
^ifputants  might  urge  various  reafons,and,poffibly,both> 
were  influenced  by  right  motives.     But  we  pretend 
not  to  juftify  every  thing  even  in  the  Apoftles.    They, 
were  men,  and  at  times  openly  betrayed  that  de-. 
pravity,  which  they  continually  lamented  in  fecret. 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  we  apprehend,  the  two  parties^- 
felt  a  very  blanoable  warmth  of  temper.     O  let  us 
watch,  and,  remembering  what  is  in  our  hearts,  al-  - 
ways  fufpect  fome  danger  nigh  [  We  are  expofed  iiv 
the  company  of  dearett  friends,  as  well  as  in  that  of - 
our  moft  decided  enemies. 

But   we  admire   the   over-ruling    providence  of' 
God,  which  in  various  ways  brings  good  out  of  evil. 
This  very  difagreement  became  the  means  of  en- 
larging the  Church,  and   promoting  the  falvation  of^ 
many  fouls.    The  two  preachers  went  different  road?,  ^ 
but  they  had  the  fame  objecSt  in  view ;    and  there- 
fore they   publiftied^  the  Gofpel  in  a  more  fpeedy  * 
and  extenfive  manner.     It  appears,  alfo,  that,  what- 
ever refentment  might  be  felt  at  the  time,  a  perfedl 
reconciliation  was  foon  effected.     Paul  himfelf  after- 
wards fpoke  in  the   higheft  terms,  not  only  of  his-: 
beloved  Barnabas,  but  of  Mark  alfo,  whom  he  re- 
ceived as  his  afTiftant*.      Chriftians  may  he  feduccd^ 
from  'the  path  of  duty,  bat  their  lincerity  will  be 
evinced  by  their  recovery. 

The  example  before  us  does  not  afford  any  juft 
encouragement  to  fin  ;  it  furiiifhes  the  ftrongefl  ar- 
guments for  holinefs*    Well  may  we  blufh  and  hide  ■ 

♦  I  Cor.  IX*  6,  Col.  iv.  lo,  ^-  Tiin.-iv*  lit 
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our  faces  in  the  duft,  upon  a  comparifon  of  ourfelves 
vrith  St.  Paul.  Do  we  not  perceive  in  him  an  ex- 
cellence of  charader,  of  which  we  are  deftitute? 
Jf  it  was  right  for  him  to  labour  with  fuch  unwearied 
affiduity,  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  in  the  fervice  of 
Chrift,  fliall  we  think  ourfelves  at  liberty  to  lead  an 
unprofitable  and  a  fenfual  life,  to  take  our  eafe,  eat, 
drink,  and  be  merry?  No  :  we  muft  be  conformed 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  Apoftles  and  primitive  believers, 
and  learn,  like  them,  to  ^*  deny  ungodlinefs  and 
wordly  lufts,  and  live  foberly,  righteoufty,  and  godly 
in  this  prefent  world,  looking  for  that  bleiTed  hope, 
and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our 
Saviour  JcfusChrift*." 

•  Titu3Ji.  Jrt^ii^ 
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SECT.    J. 

Paul  circumcifed  Timothy  at  Lyjira^^came  to  Troas^-^ 
thence  to  Pbilippiy  where  Lydia  and  the  Jailer  wen 
converted — proceeded  to  Theffalonica^  Bereay  Jthens^^ 
and  Corinth — vifited.  Jerujaleiriy  and  then  nturnedy 
confirming  the  cJjurchei. 

Though  Chriflians  are  indebted  to  the  grace- of 
God  for  every  particle  of  excellence,  which  they 
poflefs,  the  efFefts  of  this  grace  are  not  equally  con- 
ipicuous  in  them  all.  Frequently  they,  whofe  former 
fpirit  and  condudh  had  been  moft  oppofite  to  the  Gof- 
pel,  fliine  with  peculiar  luftre  after  convcrfion.  A, 
larger  experience  of  their  own  folly  and  perverfenefs 
renders  them  more  humble  and  watchful:  a  flronger 
fenfe  of  their  vaft  oWigations  to  God  for  pardoning, 
and  fubduing  their  iniquities,  excites  them  to  morje 
lively  and  vigorous  exertions  in  their  holy  ppofeffiom 
Such  was  the  great  Apoftle,  whofe  character  we  are 
contemplating.  It  is  not  fpoken  to  the  difparage- 
ment  of  other  believers,  when  it  is  afferted,  that  we 
have  known  none  more  eminent  in  every  Chriftian 
difpofition  and  pradice  than  St.  Paul :  nor  was  it  the 
language  of  vain  confidence  or  prcfumption,  when  he 
faid  of  himfelf,  "  In  nothing  am  I  behind  the  very 
chiefeft  Apoftles*.'*  Being  conftrained  to  mention 
his  own  cafe,  he  exprefled  an  earneft  defire,  that  the 
praife  of  all  his  attainments  and  ufefulnefs  might  be 
afcribed  to  God  alone.  He  declared,  "  By  the  grace 
of  God  I  am  what  1  am :  and  his  grace,  which  was 
# 
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beftowed  upon  mc,  was  n^t  in  vain:  but  I  laboured 
more  abundantly  than  they  all :  yet  not  I,  but  the 

i trace  of  God  which  was  with  me*/'    May  thecon- 
idcration  of  his  example  roufe  and  animate  our  dull 
•  and  inadlive  minds  5  and  may  the  fame  bleffcd  Spirit, 
which  wrought  efFeftually  in  him,,  enable  us^.alfo,  to 
**  adorn   the  dodlrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  aU 
Aings!'' 

Upon  his  feparatton  from  Barnabas,,  having 
^'^  chofen  Silas  as  hjs  companion,  he  departed  from 
Antioch  with  the  prayers  and  benedi6tions  of 
the  Church,  and  travelled  through  Syria  and  Cjlieia,. 
confirming  the  faith  of  the  difciplesf*  When  he 
came  to  Lyftra,  he  met  with  Timothy,  a  pious  and' 
amiable  youth,  who  afterwards  attamed  coaifiderable 
eminence  J.  St.  Paul,  being  delirous  of  taking  him 
as  an  aflbciate  in  his  further  progrcfs,  and  fctting  him 
apart  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  judged  it  expedient, 
that  he  fhould  fubmit  to  the  right  of  circumcifion. 
The  performance  of  this  ceremony  was  in  itfelf  a 
matter  of  indifference,  and  might  in  the  prefent  in^- 
ftance  prevent  fome  ob}e6lions  againft  them  ajid  their 
dodtrine.  Notvvithftanding  the  liberty  allowed  to  the 
Gentiles,  it  was  ftill  generally  thought  that  all  per-- 
fcns  of  Jewifli  extradion  fhould  conform  to  the  Mo- 
{kic  law.  Now  as  the  mother  of  Timothy  was  a 
Jewefs,  but  his  father  a  Greek,  it  feemed  probable 
that  his  cafe  would  be  narrowly  obferved,  and  that,  if 
circumcifion  were  omitted,  he  would  be  unacceptable 
to  the  Jews,,  and  Paul's  intimacy  with  him  give  them 
great  offence. 

The  conduft  of  the  Apoftle  on  another  occafion 
was  very  different,  and  has  excited  fome  furprife. 
He  firmly  oppofed  the  circumcifion  of  Titus;  evi- 
dently bccaufe  it  was  infifted  on  as  neceflary  to  falva- 
tion,  though  Titus  was  a  Gentile.     On  this  ground^ 

^  Z'Cor.  zv«  iO«      f  AdtsxY*  40^  41*     %  x\u  X;  &c« 
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Paul  would  not  confent  to  It,  left  the  doflrine-of  jufti- 
ficatipn  by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  fhould  appear  to  be  de-^ 
Died  or  renounced  *.  He  had  the  largeft  views  of 
Chriftian  liberty,  and  was  a  zealous  advocate" for  it;.. 
yet,  in  order  to  recommend  the  truth  which  he 
preached,  he  was  willing  to  conform  to  the  prejudices* 
of  others,  in  matters  not  eflential..  The  cafe  of  Ti- 
mothy was  one  inftance  out  of  feveral,  in  which- 
"  unto  the  Jews  he  became  asr  a  Jew,  that  he  might 
gain  the  Jewsf.'^  We  admire  bis  meeknefs,  fclf- 
denial,  and  difmterefted  regard  to  die  credit  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  Gofpel,  •  Such  compliances  are 
truly  honourable,  and  may  greatly  add  to  a  perfon's 
ufcfulnefe  in  the  world.  But  let  us  take  heed,  left  we- 
pervert  this  example,  by  making  conceflions  clearly 
ilnful  or  of  a  dangerous  tendency,  or  by  yielding  even' 
in  things ;  lawful  through  timidity,  covetoufnefs,  or 
ambition. 

While  Paul  and  his  beloved  companions  travelled 
from  place  to  place,  and  fcattered  the  good  feed,  they 
faw  the  blefled  fruits  of  their  labours.  Under  their 
care  the  churcjies  xlaily  increafcd  in  numbers,  and  be- 
came more  and  more  eftabliftied  in  the  faith.  Thefe 
meffengers  of  Heaven  were  guided  in  their  various, 
removals,  as  well  as  in  their  preaching,  by  the  imme« 
diate  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  They  opeiicd 
their  embafly  in  one  diftri£t,  where  they  were  received 
as  the  Angels  of  God  Xj  but  were  forbidden  to  do  it 
in  another,  at  leaft  for  a  feafon.  Having  traverfed  a 
large  part  of  Afia,  and  arrived  at  Troas,  they  colleftcd 
from  a  vifion  in  the  night,  that  they  were  called  to 
crofs  the  water  into  Europe,  and  preach  the  Gofpel 
in  Macedonia.  They  obeyed  without  reluilance  or 
delay,  being  prepared  to  pafs  over  lanJs  or  feas, 
wherever  the  Lord  fhould  mark  out  their  courfe. 

•  Gal.  ii.  3—5,      f  X  Cor.  ix.  ao— 23.    Sec  alfo  Adts  xxi.  ai— 24* 
J  GaJ,  ivt  14, 15. 
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The  firft  town  of  note,  to  which  they  came,  wai 
Philippi ;  and,  during  their  continuance  there,  fome 
occurrences  happened,  which  demand  particular  at- 
tention.    The  facred  hiflorian  minutely  records  the 
converfion  of  an  individual,  which  proved  the  begia- 
ning  of  a  large  and  profperous  church.     On  the  fab- 
hnth  day  they  took  the  opportunity  of  addreffing  cer- 
tain women,  aflembled  together  in  a  ^ace  fct  apart 
for  prayer.     Many,  it  (hould  feem,  were  prefent,  but 
we  read  only  of  one  perfon,.  named  Lydia,  who  re- 
ceived real  advantage.    She  liftened  to  the  word  with- 
eager nefs :  but  this  favourable  difpofition  is  accounted . 
for  y  "  the  Lord  opened  her  heart."     Immediately- 
fhe  felt  the  efficacy  of  the  Gofpel,  both  (he  and  her 
family  were  baptized,  and  her  houfe  was  opened  for 
the  accommodation  of  thofe^  who  had  brought  herr 
the  glad  tidings  of  falvation.     Ah !   why  is  it,  (bat 
others  refufe  even  an  attentive  hearing  ?  Becaufe  ig- 
norance, prejudice,  pride,  and  fenfuality,   render  us 
all  averfe  to  fuch  fubjefts.  Our  minds  are,  as  it  were< 
clofed  agamft  the  truth  of  God,  and  refift  its  admif- 
fion.     O  1ft  us  pray,  that  the  Lord  would  remove- 
the  obftruflion,  and  open  our  hearts !  Thus  only  will' 
the  doi^rine   of  Chrift  find  a  ready  entrance,  ai;d> 
make  a  lafting  impreflion.. 

How  various  are  the  methods  of  grace !  Lydia^ 
probably,  was  wrought  upon  in  ^  gentle  manner^- 
without  any  ftrong  terrors  or  violent  emotions.  But 
we  proceecl  to  confider  another  converfion,  of  a  differ- 
ent fort,  and  one  in  which  the  hand  of  God  was  more 
vifibly  exerted.  Sxjnie  fingular  circumftances,  which 
preceded,  were  evidently  ordered  by  the  divine  provi- 
dfcnce  with  a  view  to  this  event.. 

A  certain  dainfel  at  Philippi  under  a  demoniacal 
polTeflion,  pretending  to  a  power  of  divination,  bore- 
a  public  and-  repeated  teftimony  to  St.  Paul  and  his 
affociates,  as  the  fervarita  of  the  moft  high -God,  and 
iCiich^xs  of  the  only  way  of  falvation.    It  might  feem 
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from  fuch  an  atteilation,  that  fhe  was  in  league  with 
the  preachers  of  the  Gofpel,  and  that  they  were  all 
impoflors  of  the  fame  kind,  equally  defcrving  of  neg- 
left  and  contempt.  That  there  might  be  no  ground, 
however,  for  the,fufpicion,  the  Apoftjc  commanded 
the  evil  fpirit  to  diepart^  The  damfel  was  akflave,  and 
her  owners  had  reaped  large  pecuniary  advantages  from: 
her  magical  art.  They  now  found,  that  their  g^in  was. 
at  an  end,  and  with  great  indignation  dragged  Paul  and 
Silas  before  the  magiftrates  of  the  cityj.accufing  them; 
of  fedition.  Thus  it  frequently  happens^ that  interefted 
perfons,  whofe  diflioneft  profits  are  likely  to  ^Wety 
bitterly  inveigh  againft  the  zealous  preachers  and, 
profeflors  of  our  holy  religion,  and  charge  upon  thenL 
tha.t  very  difturbance,  of  which  they  themfelves  ara 
the  authors.  By  flanderous  reproaches  and  malicious 
calumnies  Satan  and  his  agents  may  fo  far  prevail,  as 
to  bring  the  faithful  fcrvants  of  God  into  temporary, 
danger  and  diffrefs. 

The  populace  rofc  up  with  fury  2»gainft  thefe  am- 
bafladors  of  Chrift :  the  officers  themfelves  treated: 
them  mo  ft  injurioufly,  condemned  them  without  any. 
fair  examination,  tore  ofF  their  clothes,  caufed  them, 
to  be  fcouFgcd  with  many  ftripes,  caft  them  into  pri- 
fon,  and  left  them  in  the  hands  of  an  auftcre  and  in- 
human jailer:  he,  too,  as  if  he  were  glad  of  his. 
commiilion,  thruft  them  into  one  of  the  clofeft  cell?,, 
and  (ecu red  their  feet  in  the  flocks.  Yet  this 
fituation  was  not  diilrefiing  to  them,  as  we  might 
have  concluded.  The  darknefs  and  horrors  of  the 
dungeon  could  not  exclude  the  light  of  God's  coun* 
tenance  :  though  their  wounded  bodies  fufFered  iharp 
anguifh,  divine  confolations  flowed  in  upon  their 
minds.  At  midnight  they  were  heard  to  pray  aloud^ 
and  to  fmg  hymns  of  praife.  Their  cafe^  then,  may 
encourage  us  to  ''^  commit  the  keeping  of  our  fouls 
to  God  in  well-doing,"  whatever  dangers  may  threaten 
us,     "  In  the  fear  o£  the  Lord,  is  Itroag  coafidence ; 
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and  his  children  (hall  have  a  place  of  refuge  */*^  They 
poflefs  a  never-failing  fource  of  peace  and  joy,  of 
vv'hich  they  cannot  be  deprived  by  ftripes,  chains,  and 
tortures. 

It  foon  appeared,  that  this  painful  difpenfation  was 
appointed -to  accomplifli  the  moft  gracious  defigns. 
The  Lord  interpofed  for  the  t indication  and  deliver- 
ance of  his  oppreffed  fervants.  While  they  were 
engaged  in  exeroifes  of  devotion,  the  earth  tremblcd,. 
the  prifon  was  fhaken  to  its  foundation,  the  doors 
thrown  open,  and  all  the  fetters  of  the  prifoners  in- 
ftantly  broken.  In  this  awful  fcene,  our  attention  is 
chiefly  direded  to  the  jailer.  Alarmed  and  terrified,, 
under  an  apprehenfion  that  all  the  perfons  committed 
to  him  had  efcaped,  he  was  about  to  difpatch  himfelf 
with  his  own  fword.  But,-  when  Paul  had  happily 
diverted  him  from  his  purpofe,  the  ftopt-hearted  fin- 
ner,  overwhelmed  with  fear  and  confternat]o%  fell 
down  at  the  feet  of  the  ycry  men,  *whom  he  had  fo 
lately  treated  with  infult  and  cruelty,  and  cried  out 
in  deep  concern  for  his  foul,  "  Sirs,  what  muft  I  do 
to  be  faved  ?"  Aftonifliing  change  indeed,  accom- 
pliflied  by  no  lefs  a  power,  than  that  which  produced 
the  miraculous  convulfion  oftthc  earth  I'- 

Paul  and  Siks  could  not  but  Irften  to  his  words 
with  peculiar  delight.  They  w^re  ready  to  inftruft 
the  enquiring  penitent,  and,  forgetting  their  own 
iiripes,  were  moft  eager  to-  heal  his  wounded  con- 
fcience.  Immediately  they  preached  Chrift  to  h'im< 
and  his  family,  afTuring  them  that  on  their  believing: 
they  (hould  obtain  falvation.  The  efFe^5^  was  won- 
derful. The  jailer  was  converted,  and,  while  by  faith* 
he  committed  himfelf  to  J^fus,,  divine  peace  and  joy 
^rung  up  in  his  heart.  How  different,. a Ifo,  his  out- 
ward behaviour,  as  well  as  his  inward  afFe<aions !  He 
bwught  out.  Paul  and  Silas  from  their  confinement^. 

*t  PXOY.  xlv.  2^ 
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waflied  their  lacerated  bodies,  and  gave  them  food  for 
their  refrefliment :  both  he  and  his  domeftics  were 
baptized,  and,  probably,  his  houfe  became  a  church 
for  God.  Thus  the  violent  oppofition  eventually 
promoted  "  the  furtherance  of  the  Golpel."  O  why 
fhould  you  fear,  if  you  ar€  engaged  in  the  caufe  of 
God  and  his  truth?  But  if  yoit  are  fighting  againft 
Him,  you  cannot  poffibly  prevail,  hov/cver  Itrong 
may  be  your  party,  or  profound  your  fchemes. 

In  the  morning,  the  magiftrates,  probably  terrified 
by  the  earthquake,  ordered  the  prifoners  to  be  diC- 
miffed.  But  Paul,  with  the  confidence  of  an  upright 
man,  r^monftrated  againft  the  injurious  treatment  t\\ey 
bad  received,  obferving  that  as  Roman  citizens  they 
were  eniided  to  peculiar  privileges,  and  might  demand 
fatisfadion.  After  this  bold  reprcfentation,  they  ob- 
tained a  proper  conceffion  from  the  officers,  and  an 
honourable  difcharge.  They  did  not  rigoroufly  infift^ 
on  their  rights,  but  fhewed  that  they  were  men  of 
peace  ;  for,  as  foon  as  they  had  vifited  and  comforted, 
the  brethren,  they  quilted  the  town,  left  any  further 
tumults  might  be  excited. — Such  was  the  firft  plant*^ 
ing  of  the  church  at  Philippi,  of  which  the  moft  fa- 
vourable teftimony  is  given  in  the  facred  records  ;  and" 
from  fuch  fmall  beginning?,  under  the  blefling  of  our 
Ciod,  works  of  cx.tenfive  ufefulnefs  often  take  theiji 
rife. 

Not  difc^urageJ  by  the  violence  they  had  met  with^ 
our  Apofile  and  his  affociates  preffed  on  to  other  fer- 
vices.  Having  paffed  through  fome  confiderable  ci- 
ties in  Macedonia,  they  came  to  Theflalonica,  which 
was  a  place  of  peculiar  note  *.  There  alfo,  accord- 
ing to  his  cuftom,..  St.  Paul  rcforted  to  the  fynje:ogufe- 
of  the  Jews,  addrefled  his  countrymen  on  the  ^grand 
topics  of  the  Gofpel,  and  proved  from  their  own 
fcriptures,  that  Jcfus  is  indeed  the  promifed  JVkfliah* 

^  A^s  x'ui,  1,  Sec*. 
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Nor  did  he  fpcak  in  vain  :  many  believed  his  repoFt, 
and  joined  his  company.  But  others  foon  difcovered 
a  different  fpirit.  The  Jews,  who  rcje£led  his  word, 
raifed  a  violent  and  furious  oppofition  :  they  c^lleded 
certain  low  and  profligate  fellow^,  and  threw  the 
whole  town  into  commotion.  The  boufe,-where  Paul 
lodged,  was  aflauked  s  and,  though,  he  eicaped,  Jafon 
bis  hofl  and  ibme  of  the  brethren  were  dragged  be« 
fore  the  magiftrates,  and  accufed  as  perfons  difafFe&ed 
to  the  government,,  and  as  general  difturbers  of  the 
peace,  who  •*  had  turned  the  world  upfide  down.?* 
The  profecution,  indeed,  was  dropped,  but  it  became 
necei&ry  for  Paul  and  Silas  to  fly  from  tb^  place  under 
cover  of  the  night. 

It  may  be  a£ed.  Is  this  the  ppre  do£lrine  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  which  is  every  where  fpoken  againft,  which 
caufes  divifions  and  animofities  in  families,  towns, 
and  neighbourhoods  ?  Can  that  fyftem,  which  breathes 
nothing  but  benevolence,  and  is  calculated  to  promote 
itniver&l  hs^^pinefs,  be  liable  to  fuch  objedlions,  and 
produce  (uch  con&quences  I  Yes,  thefe  are  the  veiy 
calumnies,  thefe  the  elFe^SIs,  which  we  are  taught  wiU 
ufually  attend  the  faithful  declaration  of  the  Gofpek 
but  they  are  to  be  afcribed  to  the  perverfenefs  of  its 
©ppofcrs,  and  not  to  tiie  nature  or  tendency  of  its 
principles.  We  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  dag- 
gered in  our  belief  or  profeflion  of  the  truth.  Shall 
tlie  minifters  of  Chrift  dread  the  refentmcnt  of  the 
world  ?  There  is  a  way  to  avoid  it :  there  is  a  method 
of  preaching,  which  gives  no  diflurbance..  Is  this 
the  fcheme  you  would  recommend  ?  Would  you  have 
them  accommodate  their  meflkge  to  men's  vitiated 
tafte,  and  fay,  "  Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no 
peace  ?"  Then,  indeed,  there  might  be  no  perfecu- 
tion  ;  but  the  profpedt  hereafter  would  be  tremen- 
dous :  the  deceived  and  the  deceiver  would  periih  to»> 
gether  *. 

*  Mi'.t*  XY.  14. 
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"St.  Paul  did  not  continue  long  at  TheFIalonica  ; 
but  the  fruits  of  his  labours  were  glorious  and  lading. 
His  two  Epiftlc'S  to  the  church,  in  that  place,  evi- 
dently fliew  that  the  Gofpel  prevailed  and  triumphed 
in  the  midil  of  oppoHtion.  He  fpeaks  of  the  Chrif* 
tians  there  in  higher  ternis,  than  of  any  other  fociety* 
He  thus  writes  ;  "  Our  Gofpel  came  not  unto  you 
in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  in  much  affurance :  having  received  the 
word  in  much  afflidtion,  with  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
ye  were  enfamplcs  to  all  that  believe  in  Macedonia 
and  Achaia*."  How  are  the  hands  of  minifters 
flrengthened,  and  their  hearts  comforted,  when  they 
can  give  iuch  an  account  of  the  people  under  theii" 
charge ! 

His  letters,  likewife,  prove,  how  great  was  histen- 
dernefs  among  the  Theflalonians,  how  ftfong  his 
affeftion  for  them,  how  irreproachable  his  conduft. 
It  (hould  feem,  that  with  difficulty  he  procured  com* 
nion'provifions;  or  that  he  refufed  the  offers  of  fup- 
port  from  his  friends,  for  the  fake  of  recommending 
the  Gofpel  by  his  difintcrefted  fpirit,  and  exhibiting 
a  pattern  of  diligence.  He  "  did  not  eat  any  man's 
bread  for  nought;  but  wrought  with  labour  and  travel 
NIGHT  AND  DAY,  that  he  might  not  be  chargeable  to 
any  of  themf."  Sometimes  he  received  relief  from 
the  Philippians :  but  this  he  neither  fought  nor  de- 
fired*.  What  an  example  of  generofity,  patience, 
and  felf.denial,  fpringing  from  th*:  moft  exalted  mo- 
tives !  Such  VI  ere  the  leflbns,  which  our  Apoftle  had 
learnt  at  the  feet  of  Jefus§.  Are  we  thus  inftrudled,? 
What  have  we  been  enabled  to  do,  to  give  up,  or 
endure,  in  the  fervice  of  Chrift?  Juftly  may  we  be 
afliamed  to  mention  our  own  difficulties,  when  we 
read  of  thofe  in  St.  Paul's  hiftory, 

♦  X  Thcfl*.  i,  5—7.       t  *  Thefl*.  iii.  8.        J  Phil.  it.  16, 17. 
^  Fhil.  iv.  I  J,  II. 

Aftet 
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After  his  departure  from  Theffalonica,  he  fled  t^ 
the  neighbouring  city  of  Berea,  and  there;^  alfo,  opened 
liis  connmiirion  in  th?  fynagoguc  of  the  Jews.  The 
appearances  were  promiling  :  the  people  difcovered  a 
much  nobler  difpofition  than  the  ThefTalonians* 
They  were  willing  to  hear,  and  witb  great  diligence 
end  fcrioufnefs  compared  the  Apoftle's  doiSlrines  with 
the  fcriptures  ;  in  confequence  of  which  many  em- 
braced the  Chriftian  faith,  Thofe,  who  rejc  A  it,  are 
generally  too  indolent  or  too  bigottcd,  to  give  it  a 
fair  examination  :  and  yet,  with  much  arrogance, 
they  call  themielves  free-thinker5« 

But  the  labours  of  St.  Paul  were  foon  'clofed  at 
Berea.  He  was  followed  by  the  fl-orm^  which  iiad 
been  raifcd  at  ThelTalonica.  The  J;.'ws  purfoed  him 
with  indignation,  and  ftirred  up  a  violent  commotion. 
It,  therefore,  became  neceflary  for  him  once  more  to 
xonfult  his  fafety  by  flight ;  though  Silas  and  Timothy,. 
36  being  lefs  obnoxious,  ventured,  to  continue  there 
for  a  time,  that  they  might  carry  on  the  work  of 
God.  Thus  the  oppofition,  as  before,  contributed  to 
a  more  extenfive  propagation  of  the  Gofpel,  and  Sa- 
tan defeated  his  o'^n  purpofe.  The  unbelief  and  re- 
fiftance  of  fome  were  the  means  of  fending  falvation 
to  many  others. 

Paul  was  conduced  to  Athens,  a  city  the  moft  ce* 
lebrated  for  the  ftudy  of  philafophy  and  all  polite  lite- 
rature. But,  even  here,  profound  ignorance  of-God  and 
ftupid  idolatries  prevailed,  which  evidently  proved  the 
Apoftle's  affertion,  that  "  the  world  by  wifdom  knew 
not  God*."  His  mind  was  deeply  affeded  by  view- 
ing the  grofs  fupcrfiitions  of  men,  whoboafted  of  their 
(uperior  difcernment.  Though  he  pcffefled  a  fine 
talte  and  improved  under ftanding,  he  attended  not  to 
the  learned  curioHties  and  difputations  of  the  place^ 
which  ^s  a  fchular  he  might  have  relilhed.     But  he 

*   I  Cor.  l,  2U 
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felt  a  ftrong  defire  to  correct  the  fatal  errors  univer- 
fally  received,  and  to  diflFiife  the  knowledge  of  his 
God  and  Saviour.  To  this  end  he  bore  his  tefti- 
mony  in  various  parts  of  that  renowned  city.  His 
fentiments,  however,  fuited  not  the  notions  of  proud 
philofophers.  They  defpifed  him  as  a  trifling,  con* 
temptible  fellow,  a  mere  babbler,  who  had  nothing  to 
offer,  deferving  of  their  notice.  Others  reprefented 
him  as  an  advocate  for  certain  foreign  deities,  when 
he  preached  Jefus  and  the  refurre6lion.  He  was, 
therefore,  fummoned  to  anfwer  for  himfelf,  and  giv« 
an  account  of  his  dodtrine  before  the  high  cour^ 
which  aflembled  on  the  famous  hill  of  Areopagus. 

In  fuch  a  formidable  fituation  our  Apoftle  ftood 
forth  to  declare  the  grand  principles  of  true  religion. 
His  addrefs  upon  that  occafion  was  mafterly,  and  ad* 
mirably  adapted  to  the  circumftances  send  chara<Sler  of 
the  audience.  He  began  with  obferving  their  uncom* 
mon  attention  to  the  worlhip  of  invifible  beings,  and, 
froih  a  view  of  their  devotional  rites,  particularly  re* 
marked  an  altar,  infcribed  to  the  unknown  god. 
While  they,  therefore,  evidently  confeflfed  their  igno* 
ranee,  he  avowed  himfelf  ready  to  give  them  inftruc- 
tions,  in  this  jmportant  fubjed.  He  then  infifted  on 
fome  of  the  perfedtions  of  that  God,  whom  they  knevf 
not,  the  God  of  creation  and  the  God  of  providence  j 
and  proved,  by  an  appeal  to  his  works  and  to  thecon- 
feflions  of  their  own  poets,  that  He  is  the  maker, 
Xupporter,  and  governor  of  the  world.  From  thefe 
principles  he  argued  with  great  ftrength  againft  their 
idolatrous  notions  and  pradticcs.  He  affirmed,  that 
this  God  had  long  borne  with  the  fSlly  of  men,  and 
fufFered  them  to  follow  their  own  devices ;  but  that 
repentance  was  now  univerfally  and  indifpenfably  re- 
quired by  the  authority  of  Heaven.  He  further  en- 
forced the  duty  by  the  awful  confideration  of  a  day  of 
future  retribution  and  general  judgment,  of  which, 

he 
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he  declared,  the  Lord  God  had  given  an  afliirance  by 
the  refurrcdVion  of  the  Saviour  from  the  dead. 

There  was  a  peculiar  wlfdom  and  dignity  in  the 
Apoftlc's  addrefs  :  but  it  fliould  feem,  that  his  audi- 
ence interrupted  him,  juft  as  he  was  entering  on  the 
moft  important  topics.  Conceited  of  their  own  eru- 
dition,  they  refufcd  him  a  ferious  and  patient  hearing ; 
and,  as  it  frequently -happen?,  they  rejeftcd  with  a 
contemptuous  fneer  what  they  could  not  confute. 
Amongft  many,  however,  who  made  light  of  his 
doflrine,  there  were  fomc,  v/ho  believed  and  fhewed 
a  ftrong  attachment  to  him  ;  and,  of  thefe,  one  or  two 
of  connderable  rank. 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  there  was  fcarcely  any  place,  in 
which  St.  Paul  met  with  fo  little  fuccefs,  as  iq  this 
celebrated  city,  among  thefe  accompliflied  fcholars 
and  acute  philofophers.  Juflly  may  we  cry  out, 
"  Where  is  the  wife  ?  where  is  the  fcribe  ?  where  is 
the  difputer  of  this  world  ?  Hath  not  God  made  foolifll 
the  wifdom  of  this  world  *  ?"  In  other  ages  and  coun- 
tries, many  perfons,  admired  for  their  fagacity  and 
fupcrior  attainments  in  learning,  have  been  among 
the  bittereft  oppbfers  of  the  Gofpel.  And  no  won- 
der, fmce  this  fyftem  ftrilces  at  the  root  of  cur  pride, 
and  can  find  admillion  with  thofe  only,  who  are  wil- 
ling to  become  fools,  that  they  may  be  wife  f.  It  is 
no  argument  againft  Chriftianity,  that  it  was  rejeded 
by  thefe  vain  pretenders  to  fcience  at  Athens,  which 
may  be  readily  accounted  for.  But  it  is  a  ftrong 
evidence  in  its  favour,  that  Paul  was  not  afraid  to 
propofe  and  maintain  it  in  fuch  a  philofophic  city, 
and  that  fome  were  brought  over  to  his  fide. 

Let  us  enquire,  Who  among:  ourfelves  have  cordi- 
ally Tubmitted  to  the  faith  of  Chrift?  It  is  worthy 
the  acceptation  of  the  higheft  ranks  :  butif  you,  who 
fill  an  exalted  place  in  fociety,  arc  difpofcd  to  embrace 

♦  I  Cor.  i.  20.  f  iii.  i8. 

the 
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the  Gofpel^  like  Dionyfius  and  Damaris  at  Athens, 
how  great  are  your  obligations  to  that  God,  who  has 
removed  your  prejudice  and  fubdued  your  pride !  Are 
there  not  fome,  who,  with  a  (hew  of  wifdom,  are 
obliged  to  confefs,  that  they  worfliip  an  unknown 
God  a  We  entreat  you  to  lift  en  to  thofe,  who  would 
declare  him  unto  you.  Your  paft  times  have  .beert 
"  times  of  ignorance,"  notwithftanding  a  fuperfti-  ^ 
tlous  performance  of  the  formalities  of  devotions 
O  praife  the  Lord,  who  has  been  patient  and  long- 
fufFpring ;  and  now  hear  his  voice,  for  he,calleth  you 
to  repentance !  We  remind  you  of  the  final  advent 
of  the  Saviour,  and  the  folemniries  of  the  univerfal 
judgment.  Thefe  things  are  too  important  to  be 
^ifmifled  witli  a  fneer.  O  confider  them  with  fixed 
attention  :  believe,  and  be  faved  ! 

From  Athens  our  Apoftle  proceeded  to  Corinth*. 
This  large  and  flourilhing  city,  which  abounded  in 
wealth  and  magnificence,  was  infamous,  even  to  a 
proverb,  for  its  general  fpirit  of  diffipation.  It  might 
-feem,  therefore,  an  unlikely  place  for  the  reception  o£ 
•the  Gofpel".  but  the  minifters  of  Chrift  muft  "preach  ^ 
to  every  creature,"  depending  upon  God  to  make  his 
'own  word  efi^eftual.  When  He  is  pleafed  to  fend 
it  forth  as  '*  the  Rod  of  his  ftrength  f,"  it  accom.- 
pliihes  great  events.  It  is  .*f  (nighty  through  God 
to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds  %"  At  Corinth 
a  numerous  fociety  of  Chrirfiart^-Vas  gathered,  as  we 
may  learn  from  the  two  Epiftle»  addreffed  to  that 
church  ;  and  fome  of  thefe  had  once  been  of  an 
abandoned  character. 

Here  he  met  with  two  pious  perfons,  Aqtjila  and 
his  wife  Prifcilla,  who  had  lately  been  baiil(hed  from 
Rome  for  their  religion.  With  them  he  took  up  his 
abode,  and  laboured  for  his  fupport,  as  a  tent-maker  ; 
for  they  hiad  all  been  inftrudied  in  the  fame  occupation* 

'*  Ads  xviii.  If  &c        f  PfaL  ex.  2.        %  z  Cor^  x.  4. 
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At  firft,  probablf,  this  attention  to  his  trade  was  ab- 
iolutcly  neceiiary  ;  and  afterwards  he  thought  it  expe- 
-dient,  that  he  might  prevent  or  remove  prejudices  and 
objeflions,  and  prove  that  he  fought  not  his  own  cafe 
or  intereft*.  His  grand  aim  was  to  fpread  the 
knowledge  of  divine  truth,  and  to  "  win  fouls."  On 
-every  fabbath  he  ftood  fjrth  in  the  JewiQi  fynagoguc 
as  an  advocate  for  the  Gofpel.  Efpecially,  when 
Silas  and  Timothy  came  to  him  from  Macedonia, 
and  enlivened  him  by  their  prefence  and  good  ac- 
counts of  the  churches,  he  felt  a  peculiar  earneftnefs 
of  fpirit  for  the  honour  of  his  Mafter,  and  preached 
with  frefli  vigour.  The  Jews  rejefted  his  teftimony, 
and  blafphemed  the  Lord  Chrift,  whom  he  com- 
mended to  their  regard.  He,  therefore,  folemnly 
warned  them  of  their  condemnation,  charged  their 
deftruftion  upon  their  own  heads,  and  then  turned 
from  them  to  the  Gentiles.  He  no  more  renewed 
his  inftru£lions  in  their  fynagogue,  but  from  that  time 
addreffed  the  people,  who  were  difpofed  to  hear 
him,  at  the  houfe  of  one  Juftus  in  the  neighbour- 
hood.   ' 

His  labours  were  not  ineffeSual.  Crifpus,  a  man 
cf  fome  raDk  as  being  "  the  ruler  of  the  fynagogue,** 
and  many  of  the  Corinthians,  alfo,  came  forth  and 
made  profeffion  of  the  Chriftian  faith.  Yet  it  was  a 
feafon  of  diftrefs  with  the  Apoftle ;  and  it  fhould  feem 
that  he  gave  way  to  an  improper  dejeftion  of  mind. 
He  declares,  that  he  had  been  with  them  "  in  weak- 
mfs,  and  in  fear,  and  in  much  trembling  f.**  A  view 
cf  the  prevailing  wickednefs,  a  fenfe  of  his  own  infir- 
mities, the  contempt  with  which  both  he  and  his 
do<£lrine  were  treated,  and  an  apprebenfion  of  dan- 
ger, combined,  probably,  to  difcourage  him ;  and  it 
appears,  as  if  h«  were  ready  to  take  his  flight,  or  de- 
cline his  woi;k*    At  that  junfture  the  Lord  gracioufly 

^  X  Cor.  ix«  12— x^.  2  Cor.  xi.  7— xz.        t  f.  Cor.  ii.  3. 
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interpofed,  commanded  him  to  pcrfift  in  the  fefvice 
with  diligence  and  intrepidity,  and  promifed  him  the 
divine  prefcnce,  protedion  from  enemies,  and  great* 
fiiccefs  in  his  miniftry  among  the  Corinthians.  He 
thus  addrefled  him  in  a  vifion  of  the  night,  "  Be  not 
iifraid,  but  fpeak,  and  hold  not  tny  peace :  for  I  am 
with  thee,  and  no  man  (hall  fet  on  thee  to  hurt  thee :  ' 
for  I  have  much  people  in  this  place.** 

St.  Paul  was  imboldened^  -by  this  aflfurance  fropi 
lieaven,  to  continue  at  Corinth  a  year  and  fix  months, 
during  which  time  he  laboured  in  the  Gofpel  with 
much  afliduity,  and  to  good  efFe£l.  There  he  wrote  his 
Epi files  to  the  Theflalonians,  and  that  alfo,  as  fome 
think,  to  the  Galatians ;  which  were  probably  the  ;* 
firft  of  his  compofitions  now  remaining.  He  forgot 
not  the  conc«rns  of  his  diftant  brethren,  but  felt  a 
painful  anxiety  for  them,  when  he  heard  of  certaia 
inftances  of  miTconduft  and  declenfion  i;i  the  churches,  . 

The  faithful  ambafladors  of  Chrift  may  be  inflrudccl 
from  the  example  before  us.  It  is  nothing  wonder* 
ful,  that  they  alfo,  like  this  eminent  Apoftle,  fhoulJ 
be  oppreffed  and  difcouraged  by  inward  temptations 
as  well  as  outward  opposition.  O  let  us  not  increafe 
their  difficulties  by  our  contempt  or  unkindnefs  I 
Rather,  let  us  ftrengthen  their  hands  in  God,  by  our 
cordial  reception  of  the  truth,  and  pray  for  them, 
that  they  may  be  u[^eld,  and  affifted  in  the  vigorous 
profecution  of  their  important  work.  May  much  peo« 
pie  be  turned  to  the  Lord,  through  their  labours,  in 
thofe  very  places,  which  they  confider  as  moft  hopelefs  I 
In  this  they  may  be  confident  and  rejoice,  that,  wher- 
ever their  Matter  has  appointed  them  any  fervice.  He 
will  continue  and  fupport  them ;  nor  fliall  any  violence 
of  their  enemies  prevent  or  retard  the  purpofes  of  his 
mercy. 

At  length  a  fev«re  ftorm  arofe  at  Corinth.     The 
Jews  were  indignant :  they  feized  the  Apoftle,  and  in 
an  outrageous  manner  brought  him  b^fgre  the  tribu* 
0^2  \sil 
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nal  of  Gallic,  the  governor  or  proconful  of  Achafa. 
They  accufed  him  of  introducing  a  ne^  religion,  to 
the  fubverfion  of  the  law ;  and  he  was  forbiduen  to 
Ipeak  in  his  own  defence.  Gallio  would  hear  nothing 
on  the  fubied,  and  therefore  inftantly  difmifled  the 
parties.  Probably,  he  confidered  the  Gofpel  a&  a 
matter  beneath  his  notice:  "  he  cared  for  none  of 
thofe  things." 
,  St,  Paul  remained  there  fome  time  longer,  notwith- 
{Ifinding  this  firong  oppofition.  Upoa  his  departure, 
he  took  with  him  his  two  friends,  Aquiia  and  Prifcilla : 
and  it  is  remarked,  that  at  Cenchrea,  a  neighbouring 
port,  from  which  he  fet  fail,  he  fhaved  his  head  in 
confequcnce  of  a  certain  vow  he  had  made,  probably, 
for  a  great  deliverance.  When  they  came  to  Ephe* 
fus,  he  preached  the  word,  but  foon  left  his  dear  com- 
panions there,  tl^ough  they  earneftly  rcquefted  him  to 
continue.  He  "  conferred  not  with  flelh  aiid  blood,'* 
prefling  on'  with  unremitting  ardour,  wherever  his 
duty  called  him.  He  haftened  to  Jerufalem,  with 
charitable  contributions  for  the  church,  and,  having 
iiniflied  the  purpofe  of  his  journey,  he  called  at  An- 
tioch  upon  his  return,  and  niade.  fome  flay  in  that 
place.  (le  then  pafled  in  a  regular  progrefs  through- 
out  the  country  of  Galatia  pnd  Phrygia^  with  the  view 
of  propagating  the  Gofpel  yet  more  extenfively,  and 
encouraging  believers  under  all  their,  trials  and  dif- 
*treffes. 

How  honourable  the  employment  of  the  Apoftle ! 
Happy  thofe,  who  enjoyed  the  benefit,  and  knew  the 
value  of  his  labours!  What  a  glory  and  exceUenqr 
^liftinguiflied  his  chara£ker,.  while  he  travelled  from 
one  kingdom  to  another,  *'  to  turn  men  from  dark- 
ncfs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto 
God*;"  "  as  poor,  yet  making  many  rich  f  !"  In- 
flead,  therefore,  of  complaining  of  his  arduous  pofl, 

*  Adls  xxvj.  is.  fa  Cor.  vi.  so. 

he 
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be  was  conftraiited  to  utter  that  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment, ^  Thanks  be  unto  God,  which  al ways' 
caufcth  us  to  triumph  in  Chrift,  and  maketh  manifeft 
the  favour  of  his  knowledge  by  us  Jn  every  place*  V^ 

Here  again  we  paufe,  and  afk,  WiH  any  maintain^ 
that  Paul  could  be  a  deceiver  ?  Could  all  thefe  afto^- 
niihingevents^foexaflly  fimilar,  which  his  preaching- 
produced  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  be  the  effcdt 
of  mere  fancy  or  delufion  ?  Let  infidels  credit  this,  if 
they  can.  They  will  not,  indeed,  hefitate  to  admit  any 
abfurdities  or  impoffibilities,  rather  than  allow,  that  our 
religion  is  a  revelation  from  heaven.  But  let  us  rejoiceii^ 
the  truth  and  efficacious  influence  of  the  Gofpel ;  **  for 
it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,  to  every  one 
that  believcth  f^"  Let  us  not  be  fatisfied  with  grants 
ing  the  fmcerity,  or  even  adnviring  the  Excellence,  of 
the  Apoftle,  Do  we  receive  the  doSrine,  which  he 
propagated  ?  Does  it  regulate  our  faith  and  praftice  ?• 
We  are  not  fo  much  in -danger  of  openly  rejeding, 
the  whole  fyftem,  as  of  trifling  under  an  external  pro-- 
feflion,  without  experiencing  "  the  power  of  godli- 
nefs.'*  O  let  us  fear,  left  the  word,  which  we  hear 
and  pretend  to  believe,  fhould  rife  up  to  condemn  us* 
in  the  judgment ! 

The  Lord  God  fet  his  feal  to  the  declarations  of  his: 
Apoftle ;  and  we  are  not  afraid  to  aflert,  that  He  con- 
tinues to  this  day,  in  a  moft  decided  manner,  t6  prof-^ 
per  the  labours  of  thofe,  who  deliver  the  fame  tefti-^ 
mony.  Similar  efFeds  attend  the  promulgation  of  the" 
fimple  and  unadulterated  Gofpel.  Many,  like  the- 
TheflTalonians,  are  hereby  "  turned  to  God  from* 
idols,  to  ferve  the  living  and  true  God,  and  to  wait 
for  his  Son  from  heaven  J."  Let  us  offer  up  our  fer- 
vent prayers,  that  we  may  fee  more  evident  proofs- 
among,  ourfelves  of  a  divine  energy  accompanying, 
tiie  preaching  of  the  crofs.     We  have  many  precious* 

^  &  Coc  11.  i4«.        f  Rom.  i.  x6i*         X  '  TfaeflT.  u  9,  xo« 
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promHcs,  which  fhould  encourage  our  cxpeAattons  of 
glorious  events.  Let  thofe,  who  •^  have  this  minif- 
try,  as  they  have  received  mercy,  faint  not*,"  but  bt 
unwearied  in  their  exertions  for  the  enlargement  and 
profperity  of  the  Church.  May  they  be  honoured  of 
God,  whom  they  ferve  in  jthe  Gofpel  of  his  Son,  "  by 
turning  many  to  righteoufnefs,"  and  then  *'  Ihine  afr 
the  ftars  for  ever  and  ever  f  !"    Amen. 

*  a  Cor.  17*.  u  ^  Duu  iii».  ^ 
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SECT*     J^ 

Foul  came  to  Ephefus^^drivtn  away  by  a  tumult  of  thr 
people — vijited  Greece^^returned  to  Troas-^raifett 
Eutychus  to  life — paffed  on  ta  Miletus — there  fent  for 
the  elders  at  Ephefus^  and  took  his  leave — at  Tyre, 
and  Cefarea  dijjiiaded  from  going  to  yerufalem^  but 
proceeded  thither — complied  with  yewijh  prejudices-'^ 
cjfaulted  by  a  mob*-^taken  into  cujiody  of  the  Romanr 
^-addreffedthe  people^  buifurioujly  oppofed'^arraignei 
before  the  Sanhedrim^ 

The  page  of  hiftory  has  celebrated  the  charafler* 
of  manyy  who  fhewed  uncommon  ardour  in  fpreading 
devaftation  and  mifery,  whilft  th^y  paffed  from  king-- 
dom  to  kingdom.  Such  were  Alexander  and  Cefar ; 
who,  however  illuftrious  their  names  have  appeared,! 
were  no  other  than  the  oppreffors  and  murderers  of 
mankind.  How  different  the  Apoftle  of  Chrift!' 
Hr$  wifdom,  zeal,  and  courage,,  were  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  the  mpft  admired  heroes  ^  and  the  motives- 
of  his  condtTQ  were  noble  and  excellent,  but  their*s» 
fordid  and  bafe.  We  obferve  him  continually  plan- 
ning frefli  fchemesy  and  burning  with  eager  dcfircy 
to  carry  the  Gofpel  from  nation  to  nation,  in  defiance 
of  all  difficulties  arid  dangers  :  and  it  is  obvious,  that 
he  was  adluated,  not  by  the  profpedl  of  temporal 
emolument,  dominion,,  or  any  carnal  gratification,, 
but  by  the  pureft  affeftion,  of  which  the  mind  is 
fufceptible,  love  to-  God  and  to  the  whole  humaa 
race. 

^  From  what  we  have  already  (eerv  0*5  iJwt  ^aRXx««\K 
vfohncc  Qf  pcr/ecution,  which  St,  1?^\3\  vw:>xvt^^  v^^ 
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the  caufe  of  Chrift,  it  might  be  thought  that  he  would 
foot!  be  difcouragcd,  and  decline  all  Airther  exertions. 
Doubtlefs,  this  would  have  been  the  cafe,  had  he  noC 
been  upheld  by  a  divine  fupport,  and  animated  by  a 
full  conviction  of  the  truth  and  excellence  of  thofe 
dodtrincs,  which  he  preached.  But  we  fliall  ftill  be- 
hold him  prefEng  on  to  new  fervices  ;  like  an  un- 
daunted conqueror,  diffatisfied  with  former  vi<Stories> 
and  eager  to  fubdue  many  more  and  far  diftant  cities 
and  kingdoms,  Whatever  dangers  or  deaths  might  feem 
to  obflruft  his  way. 

rt  ^^  '^^^  ^^^t  *^^  ^'^^  journey  to  Jenifalem,,' 
•];•  confirming  the  churches  of  Afia.  That  objeft 
'  *  being  accompliflied,  he  returned  to  Ephefus,  a 
place  of  confiderable  note,  but  extremely  addicted  to 
idolatry  and  fenfual  excefTes.  Here  he  took  up  bis 
abode  for  fonie  time^  and  by  his  labours  a  large  fo- 
ciety  of  Chriftians  was  formed,  to  whom  ,he  after- 
wards addrefTed  a  valuable  Epiftle,  which  is  ftill  ex- 
tant. 

Here  he  found  certain  difcJples,  inftrufled  in  the 
ioQsine  and  baptifm  of  John,  yet  not  acquainted 
wilth  that  abundant  efFufion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
bad  been  granted  as  the  blefled  fruit  and  evidence 
of  our  Lord's  afcenfion*.  But,  by  the  impofition 
of  the  Apoftle's  hands,  the  fame  miraculous  hifluences 
were  conferred  on  them,  which  other  churches  had 
received.  Thus  a  glorious  atteftation  was  given  to* 
the  Gofpel  at  Ephefus  ;  and,  probably,  others  were 
thereby  induced  to  become  obedient  to  the  faith. There 
may  be  many  fincere  believers,  in  a  great  meafure  ig- 
norant of  the  extent  of  thofe  privileges,  to  which  they 
are  admitted  in  Chrift  JefuSr  We  enquire  of  there, 
as  Paul  of  the  Ephefians,  **  Unto  what  were  ye 
baptized  ?*'  and  we  exhort  them  to  pray  earneftly, 
that  they  may  be  favoured  with  large  communications 
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of  that  light,  and  ftrength,  and  comfort,  which  God 
hath  promifed,  and  is  willing^  to  beftow  upon  hii- 
people. 

The  Apoftle  opened  his  commif&on  in  the  fyna- 
gogue  of  the  Jews,  and  there  endeavoured  for  three 
months   together,    by  argument  and  perfuafion,  ta- 
bring  them  into  fubje<Sion  to  the  kingdom  of  God.- 
But  fuch  was  the  perverfenefs  of  that  people,  that 
at  length  he  declined  all  coqneSion  with  them,  and- 
chofe   another   place,  a  certain   fchool  in  the  city,, 
where  he  continued  daily,  for  the  fpace  of  two  years^ 
to  profecute  the  great  objedt  of  his  miniflry.     Du- 
ring that  period  opportunity  was   given  -to   the  inha— 
bkants  of  the  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  to  the  Ephe- 
ilansy  to  hear  his  teftimony;    fo  that  he  diffufed  the- 
knowlcdge  of  falvation   in  an  extenflve  manner.     Itn: 
pleafed  God  to  confirm  his  do6lrine  by  many  furpri- 
fi{;g  miracles :    difeafes  were  inftantly  removed,   andi  ' 
evil  fpirits  difpoffefled. 

Certain  wandering  Jews,  pretending  to  the  powen' 
of  expelling  demons,  were  defirous  to  imitate   St.. 
Paul,  and  accordingly,  in  their  adjurations,  made  ufe 
of  the  name  of  Jefus,  whom  they  knew  not.  "  A  re- 
markable inftance  of  this  kind  occurred  in  the  kvew 
t)ns  of  a  Jewifti  prieft :    they  condjpired  together  for 
the  purpofe,  but  were  baffled  in  their  fcheme,  and5 
nearly  deftroyed  by  the  man,  whom  they  prefumptu- 
©ufly  attempted  to  cure.     The  Lord   Chrift  is  notr^ 
to  be  trifled  with.     He  will  not  give  his  fanftion  toi 
the  devices  of  hypocr^^tes,,  and   fooncr  or  later  wilt; 
dete£t  their  perKdy..    It  is  vain,  it  is  dangerous,  for 
thofe,  who  are  ftrangers  to  his  character  and  live  in* 
^ifobedience  to  his  authority,   to  profefs  an  attach* 
ment  to  his  perfon*     Though  they  may  feem  to  take- 
kis  part,  in  oppofition  to  Satan,.and  to  plead  his  caufe,: 
h^  writing  or  preaching  in  defence  of  the  Gofpe},> 
they  are  not  likely  to  fucceed  better  than  "  the  fcveri' 
iioas  of  Sceva."*    Their  efforts,,  probably,,  will  not* 
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avail  for  the  deliverance  of  others,  and  will  certainly 
turn  to  their  own  confufion. 

The  defeat  of  thefe  arrogant  pretenders  to  a  con- 
nection with  the  Saviour  engaged  the  public  notice 
at  Ephefus,  and  (lamped  greater  credit  upon  the 
Gofpcl  and  the  miniftry  of  the  Apoftlc.  Men  were 
ft  ruck  with  an  awful  regard  for  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
afraid  of  provoking  him  by  diflimulation.  Convinced 
of  the  finfulnefs  of  their  magical  arts,  they  burned 
thofe  very  books,  from  which  they  had  derived  their 
former  gains,  and  which  they  might  then  have  fold 
for  an  immenfe  fum»  This  was  done  in  the  open 
view  of  the  town  ;  and  it  is  remarked  as  an  evidence 
of  the  glorious  efficacy  and  triumphant  fuccefs  of  the 
Gofpel.  It  i?,  indeed,  "  mighty  through  God  to  the 
pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds*."  Where  its  power 
is  felt,  every  profane  prailice  will  be  renounced,  and* 
even  the  love  of  money  overcome.  Have  we  given 
fuch  a  proof  of  our  fubmiffion  to  Chrift  ?  Are  we  wil- 
ling to  forfake  thofe  occupations  and  habits,  though 
moft  profitable,  which  cannot  be  retained  with  a  good* 
confcience?  Ah!  how  many  rejedl  the  word  of 
God  and  perifli  eternally,  becaufe  they  are  determined 
to  hold  faft  their  unjuft  gains  f  "  Fifty  thoufanc^ 
pieces  of  filver,"  and  the  accuftomed  means  of  fub- 
fiftence,  were  facrificed  by  thefe  Ephefians  :  let  thofe^ 
who  are  attached  to  the  world,  fay,  If  that  principle 
be  not  moft  potent,  which  can  produce  fuch  uncom- 
mon effects. 

During  St.  Paul's  abode  at  Ephefus,  he  was  not 
unmindful  of  his  friends  and  brethren  at  a  diftance. 
He  meditated  frefh  ferviccs  in  other  places,  and  burned 
with  an  eager  define,  not  only  to  vifit  the  churches^ 
which  were  far  feparated  from  each  other,  but  to 
carry  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  even  to  Rome,  the* 
Oietropolis  of  the  world.    For  the  prefcnt>  as  he  pro- 

*  2  Cor.  X.  4* 
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longed  his  ftay,  he  fent  Timothy  and  Eraftus,  two 
beloved  companions,  as  his  fubftitutcs,  into  Mace- 
donia, Ab6ut  this  time,  probably,  he  wrote  his  firfl: 
Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  in  which  he  mentions  his 
fituation  at  Ephefus,  as  affording  him  opportunities 
of  extenfive  ufefulnefs,  though  attended  with  violent 
oppofition :  "  A  great  door  and  efFeftual  is  opened 
Utito  me,  and  there  are  many  adverfaries  *," 

Satan  may  be  cxpefted  to  ufe  his  ftrongeft  efforts,, 
by  ftirring  up  his  zealous  agents  to  refill  the  Gofpel,. 
which  threaten*?  deftrudlion  to  his  kingdom.  In  moft* 
places  there  are  fome  perfons,.  who,  from  their  pecu- 
Irar  employments  or  connedtlons  in  life,  fuppofe  their 
irttereft  will  be  injured  by  the  progrefs  of  true  religion^ 
Their  chief  emoluments,  and  even  their  fubfiftence,. 
may  feem  to  depend  upon  the  foily  and  wiclcednefs- 
of  ethers  :  and  therefore,  when  the  word  of  Godf* 
comes  with  power,  and  turns  men  from  their  evil^ 
ways,  thefe  people,  perceiving  their  **  craft  is  in' 
d^ngtfr  to  be  fee  at  nought,"  will  raife  a  grievou*.' 
oufcry. 

This  was  the  cafe  at  Ephefus,  Demetrius^ wha* 
derived  large  profits  from  the  idolatrous  worfhip  of 
Diana,  flirred  up  a  fjrious  mob  againft  Paul  and  his. 
companions.  The  Apoftle  would  have  ventured  intO' 
the  niidft,  to  addrefs  them  on  the  fubjedl  5  but  he- 
was  prevailed  on  by  his  friends  to  confult  his  fafety  : 
and  his  example  teaches  us,  that  a  prudent  regard' 
to  our  own  prefervation  is  confiftent  with  the  warm* 
eft  zeal. 

At  length,  the  town-clerk  or  recorder  of  the  city 
appeafed  the  violence  of  the  multitn~de,  which  threat- 
ened very  ferious  conft;quences.     He  argued  not  on-  * 
principles- of  religion,  but  as  a  man  of  difcretion,  and 
perfuaded  them  through  motives  of  intereft  to  defiftr 
from  their  outrageous  proceedings.     We  perceive  thr* 

-*  I  Cor.  xvi.  8,^» 
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hand  of  God  even  in  fuch  events.  "  He  ftilleth  the 
noife  of  the  feas,  and,"  what  is  equally  untrafbbley 
"  the  tumult  of  the  people  *.**  His  avowed  enemies 
come  forward  to  promote  his  purpofes,  when  he  is 
pleafed  ta  make  ufe  of  them :  and>  accordingly,  he 
frequently  influences  thofe,  who  bear  no  good  will 
to  Zion,  to  plead  the  caufe  of  his  fervants.  Let  our 
dependence,  then,  be  fixed  upon  Him,  and  not  upon 
an  arm  of  flefh. 

With  a  reference,  probably,  to  this  uproar,  the 
Apoftle  faid,  **  I  have  fought  with  beafts  at  Ephe<- 
fusfj"  and  again,  "  We  were  prefl!ed  out  of  mea» 
fare,  above  ftrength,  infomuch  that  we  defpaired  even 
of  life :  but  we  had  the  fentence  of  death  in  our- 
fclves,  that  we  fliould  not  truft  in  ourfelves,.  but  in 
God  which  raifeth  the  dead  J."  Ah !  why  do  we 
drink  from  danger,  while  we  are  engaged  in  the 
♦  work  of  fuch  a  Mailer  ?  Let  us  contemplate  the 
illuftrious  pattern  before  us,  and  be  animated,  by  the 
view  of  his  patience,  faith,  and  courage,  to  endure 
to  the  end. 

It  became  expedient  for  Paul  to  quit  his 
^'^^  •  fituation  at  Ephefus,  and  therefore,  having  ta- 
ken an  afFe£tionate  leave  of  the  difciples  there, 
he  dire£^ed  his  courfe  to  Macedonia  §.  Ever  intent 
upon  his  work,  he  preached  and  exhorted  from  place 
to  place,  and  dius  paiTed  on  to  the  fouthern  parts  of 
Greece.  In  the  midft  of  various  diftrefles,  inward 
as  well  as  outward,  he  profecuted  his  journey  to 
Corinth :  and,  having  fpent  three  months  in  that 
neighbourhood,  when  he  was  prevented  by  a  defign 
upon  his  life  from  embarking  to  Syria,  he  returned 
through  Macedonia,  and  failed  from  Philippi  to  Troas.. 
There  he  remained  feven  days,  and  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  week  delivered  with  peculiar  energy  an  addre(s 
to  the  difciples,  who  were  alTembled  for  the  celebra* 
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tion  of  the  Lord*s  fupper.  It  (houU  feem,  that,  asi 
he  was  '^  ready  to  depart  on  the  morrow,'*  he  was 
induced,  under  the  thoughts  of  leaving  them,,  to  pro-* 
tra£t  the  fervice  to  an  uncommon  length. :  "  he  con- 
tinued his  fpeech  until  midnight.'*  Tne  more  dcepljr 
our  hearts  arc  affefted  with  divine  things,  ana  the 
ftronger  are  our  impreflions  of  the  love  of  Chrift^ 
we  (hall  be  more  eagerly  defirous  both  to  declare  and 
hear  the  glorious  truths  of  the  Gofpcl.  The  men  of 
the  world  may  wonder  and  revile  :  but,  while  thejr 
devote  days  and  weeks  to  the  purfuit  of  vain  pleafures, 
kt  us  not  think  a  few  hours  too  much  to  be  employed 
in  fpi ritual  exercifes. 

The  Chriftians  at  Troas  met  in  an  upper  room^^ 
where  they  had  many  lights  :  their  religious  aflem- 
blies,  therefore,  were  not  held  in  the  dark,  as  fome 
have  malicioufly  infinuated.  On  the  occaiion  now 
mentioned,  a  young  man,  inattentive  probably  to  the 
Apoftle's  exhortations,  was  overpowered  with  fleep,, 
and,  falling  to  the  ground  from  the  window  in  whiclL 
he  fat,  was  taken  up  dead.  This  circumftance  pro- 
duced confufion  and  diftrefs  in  the  congregation,  till 
St.  Paul,  having  embraced  the  body  with  faith  and 
prayer,  reftored  it  to  life.  We  lament,,  that  there 
are  among  ourfelves  fuch  numerous  inftances  of 
drowfy  worflbippers,  perfons  pretending,  at  leaft,  ta 
join  in  the  divine  ordinances,  but  To  iilllefs  and  ftu- 
pid,  that  much  of  the  (hort  time  allotted  to  the  fer- 
vice fcems  to  be  flumbered  away.  Some  may  plead 
their  infirmities  or  the  prolixity  of  the  preacher ;  but 
the  pradice  is  not  to  be  juftified.  It  betrays  a  want 
of  true  fpiritual  vigour,  and  a  fad  negledt,  if  not  con- 
tempt, of  God,  which  muft  be  highly  offenfive  to 
him.  Who  would  not  be  afraid  of  falling  down 
dead  in  fuch  a  ftate,^where  no  revival  can  beexpe£ied, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  Eutychus  ?  Who  does  not  tremble 
2t  the  thought  of  being  thus  fuaunoned  to  the  tri- 
bunal q{  Heaven  i 
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The  Apoftle  refumed  his  difcourfe,  .  and  was  hot 
willing  to  part  from  his  dear  friends  till  break  of  day. 
They  fpent  the  \^hole  night  in  fweet  communion 
with  God  and  with  each  other.  How  rare  an  exam- 
ple of  z^al  and  love  !  At  length  he  left  the  place^ 
and,  tor  one  ftage  at  leaft,  chofe  to  travel  on  foot. 
He  aftefled  no  pomp,  and  probably,  in  profecuting 
his  joiTiiey  by  himfelf,  wifhed  to  fccure  fome  time 
for  retirement.  At  AflTos  he  joined  his  companions^ 
with  wh(»m  he  took  (hrp,  and,  having  touched  at 
feveral  different  towns  near  the  fea  coaft,  came  to 
Miletus.  He  hafterrt-d  to  Jerufldem,  and  therefore,, 
that  he  might  n<  t  be  detained  by  the  tender  impor- 
tunities of  his  Chriftian  brethren  at  Ephefus,  he 
pafled  by  that  crty.  But  he  f?nt  fnr  the  elders  of 
their  church  to  Miletus,  and  addreffcd  himfelf  to  them 
in  a  folcmn  and  pathetic  manner,  giving  them  his- 
lad  charge,  and  fuggefting  fuitable  inftruclions  for 
the  execution  of  their  important  office. 

He  appenlcd  to  their  knowledge  and  obfervation 
of  his  conduct,  for  a  proof  of  his  integrity,  meek- 
nefs,  diligence,  and  zeal,  in  the  exercife  of  his  mi- 
niftry  amongil:  them.  He  reminded  them  of  the 
fidelity  and  earneftnefs  with  which  he  had  preached, 
and  of  the  grand  fubjefts  on  which  he  had  infifted, 
repentance  and  faith.  He  rnformed  them,  that  he 
was  going,  under  a  ftrong  impulfe  of  the  Spirit,  to 
Jert'fiilem,  and,  though  ignorant  of  the  event,  had 
received  pofitive  and  repeated  affurances,  that  bonds' 
and  afHifUons  awaited  him  there.  Yet  he  declared,' 
that,  far  from  being  daggered  by  the  prorpe6t,  he- 
valued  not  Jife  itfllfl  provided  he  could  finifh  his 
courfe  with  joy,  and  fulfil  his  miniftry  in  the  Gofpel. 

He  affirmed,  that  they  were  then  looking  upon- 
him  for  th^  lall  time,  and  exhorted  them  to  confidery. 
that,  as  he  had  deliveied  to  them  the  whole  Chriftian- 
f\'ftem  without  refcrve,  he  fliould  ftand  acquitted* 
before  God,  whatever  might  become  of  the  people* 
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far  whom  he  had  laboured,  and  that  they  muft  ati- 
fwer  for-  their  oWn  fouls.  He  charged  them,  there- 
fore, to  maintain  a  conftant  care  over  themfelves  and* 
every  part  of  the  flock  committed  to  them,  remem- 
bering from  whom  they  had  received  their  appoint- 
ment, and  how  dear  to  God  was  that  Church,  "  which 
He  had  purchafed  with  his  own  blood,"  He  warned' 
them  of  falfe  and  deftru6iive  teachers,  who  would 
foon  arife  and  excite  difturbances,.  and  prefTed  upoir 
them  the  duty  of  unceafing  vigilance.  He  then  com- 
mended them  all  to  God  and  to  the  word  of  his 
grace,  cxpreffing  the  moft  earned  defires  for  their 
advancement  and  final  falvation,  and  propofed  for  their 
imitation  his  own  example  of  diligence,  difinterefted- 
nefs,  felf-denral>  and  benevolent  attention  to  the 
poor. 

The  fepararion  was  truly  afFe<Sing.  Upon  his- 
bended  knees  he  offered  up  his  fervent  fupplication* 
for  them,  whilfl  they  with  many  tears  wept  over 
him  and  embraced  him.  W&  wonder  not  at  their  . 
diftrefs,  as' they  were  afTured,  that  they  ihbuld  fee 
his  face  no  more,  no  longer  be  favoured  with  hirf 
miniflration,  his  counfelsy  or  prayers.  They  ac- 
companied him  to  the  (hip,  and  then,  as  it  were  bjr 
violence,  he  was  torn  from  them.. 

May  we  not  afk.  Is  there  any  thing  in  this  ad- 
drefs  like  the  language  of  an  impoftor  ?  Do  we  not 
perceive  the  clearefl  marks  of  an  upright  man,  and 
of  a  meflfenger  from  Heaven  ?  O  that  all  the  am*- 
bafladors  of  Chrift  may  partake  of  his  fpirit^  be  lefs 
attentive  to  the  worM,  and  more  mindful  of  their 
oiKce  !  O  that,  like  him,  they  may  feci  a  generous 
concern  for  the  people  of  their  charge,  and  be  feli- 
citous to  feed  them  with  wholefome  doftrine !  Ma]^ 
Jefus,  their  exalted  Lord,  endue  them  with  all  ne-* 
cefTary  wifdom,  ftrength,  and  zeal,  and  profper  their 
exertions  for  his  own  glory!  May  He  teach  and 
enable  them  to  ^^  take  heed  unto  themfelves  and  to 
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all  the  flock!"  So  will  they  «  not  (hun  to  declare 
all  the  counrd  of  God,*'  and,  when  they  clofe  their 
fervices  on  earth,  it  will  infpire  them  with,  gratitude 
and  joy,  to  be  affured  that  they  are  "-  pure  from  the- 
blood  of  all  men/* 

Paul  Tailed  from  Miletus,  and,  having  paiTed  hf 
fcveral  places,  landed  at  TyrC|  where  he  found  fome. 
dear  followers  of  the  Saviour,,  and  continued  witb 
them  feven  days*.  In  that  city  certain  perfons,. 
under  a  prophetic  impulfe,  warned  him  of  danger,, 
and  entreated  him  not  to  proceed  to  Jerufalem.  But,, 
being  confident  that  duty  called  him,  he  did  not 
flirink  from  his  purpofe.  Having  taken  a  folemn- 
leave  of  his  friends,  with  whom  he  was  not  afhamed 
to  kneel  down  for  prayer  upon  the  fea  fhore,  he 
purfued  his  journey.  He  flopped  to  pay  his  rerpeib 
to  the  Chriftians  at  Ptolemais,  and  then  advanced 
to  Cefarea,  where  he  was  gueft  to  Philip  the  Deacon 
and  Evangel  ill, 

There  he  received  more  exprefs  information  of  the- 
difficulties,  which  awaited  him:  Agabus  foretold, 
that  he  (hould  'be  bound,  imptifoned,  and  delivered 
over  to  the  Roman  power.  He  was  therefore  moft 
carneftly  defired  by  his  companions  in  travel,  as  well 
a^  by  the  brethren  at  Cefarea,  to  give  up  his  inten« 
tions  of  vifiting  Jerufalem.  But,  as  no  dangers  could 
intimidate  his  mind,  he  wodd  not  yield  to  their  en- 
treaties. Had  he,  then,  no  regard  for  his  friends  I 
Yes ;  and  on  that  account  he  felt  afevere  conflict.  He 
was  not  afraid  to  nreet  perils  and  death;  but* he  could 
not  bear  to  fee  thofe^  whom  he  loved,  overwhelmed 
with  diftrefs.  He  cried  out,  "  What  mean  ye  to 
weep,  and  to  break  mine  heart?  for  I  am  ready,, 
not  to  be  bound  only,  but  alfo  to  die  at  Jerufalenx 
for  the  name  of  the  Lord  J^fus."  Thia  fliews,  that 
be  poiTefled  the  tendereft  afPcdions^  and  that  he  de^ 

f  A^S  SKI.  x^  ISkc. 

termined 


ST.    PAUL.  35J1 

tcrmmcd  to  perfevere  in  his  purpofe^  only  from  a 
fupreme  regard  to  the  Saviour,  whom  he  ferved* 
The  forrowful  fupplicants  defifted,  and  with  humblc; 
fubmiflion  referred  the  event  to  God. 

Does  not  a  fenfe  of  our  indolence  and  timidity  Co- 
ver  us  with  fliame,  While  we  contemplate  St.  PauPs 
unwearied  exertions  and  willingnefs  to  lay  dowa 
Lfe  itfelf  in  his  Matter's  caufe  ?  Do  we  not  value- 
our  friends,  our  eafe,  liberty,  and  fafety,  far  mora 
than  the  honour  and  favour  of  Chrift  ?  If  his  lova 
conflrain  us,  rn  any  meafure  as  it  did  the  ApofHe,^ 
why  do  we  betray  fo  much  hefitation  and  reluftance 
in  purfuing  the  f^ainefl  path  of  duty,  merely  be- 
caufe  certain  difficulties  feem  to  obfirudt  our  pro- 
grefs  ? 

St.  Paul,  then,  arrived  at  his  journey's  end,  and 
took  up  his  abode  at  Jerufalem  with  Mnaibn,  an  old 
difciple.  There  he  met  with  a  cordial  reception 
from  the  church;  and,  having  feized  the  earlielt 
opportunity  of  vifiting  St.  James,  he  related  to  him,, 
in  the  prefence  of  all  the  elders,  how  the  work  of 
God  had  been  carried  on  by  his  miniflpy  among  the 
Gentiles.  His  account  excited  their  gratitude  andT 
joy;  but  they  warned  him,  that,,  glorious  as  his  fuc-», 
cefs  had  been,  the  flrongeft  prejudice^  prevailed  itk 
his  Jewifli  brethren  againft  him.  It  was  generalljf 
underflood,  that  he  everywhere  encouraged  the  Jews. 
to  ncgleft  and  forfake  the  Mofaic  law.  They  ad-. 
vifed  him  therefore,  with  the  view  of  filencing  ob- 
jectors, to  join  himfelf  publicly  with  four  perfons,, 
who  were  bound  by  a  particular  vow  to  certaio  rituat 
obfervances,  and  to  dibmit  to  all  the  ceremonies, 
appointed  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  The  Apoflle  complied,, 
not  through  a  finful  fear,  or  a?  temporizing  fpirit,, 
but  in  order  that  he  might  not  wound  any  weak  con- 
fcience?,  and,  by  conforming  u\  matters  merely  in- 
different, that  he  might  gain,  tlje  more  to  the  lova 
and  fcrvice  of  Chriit. 
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Such  was  his  condefccndlng  and  tender  regard"  to 
the  infirmities  and  miftakes  of  other?.  But  how 
culpable  was  that  hafly  and  uncharitable  dirpcfition,  by 
which  many  thouland  believers  were  ready  to  take 
up  an  exception  againft  a  chiu-.a<5ler  (o  eminent  and 
fo  honoured  as  St.  Paul !  Shall  we  wonder,  when  we 
perceive  fimcthing  of  the  fame  vehemence  and  bigotry 
among  Chriftians  in  our  own  day  ?  Yet,  furely,  we 
fliould  lament,,  that,  through  mifconception  and  rafli 
judgment,  they  are  frequently  inclined  to  fufpeft  and 
condemn  each  other.  And  we  ought  to  beware  for 
ourfdveF,  left  we  entertain  or  receive  an  unfavourable 
opinion  of  any  one,  without  juft  grounds. 

Paul  had  begun  to  comply  with  the  ceremonial 
inftitutions  in  the  temple;  when  fuddenly  a  viclent 
tumult  was  raifed  by  certain  Jews  from  Afia,  who  with, 
great  impctuofity  exclaimed  againft  him,  as  an  enemy 
to  their  nation  and  religion.  By  their  bafe  mifre- 
prefentations  the  people  were  excited  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  rage,  that  the  whole  city  was  thrown  into- 
confufion,  and  the  Apoftle  expofed  to  imminent  dan* 
ger.  They  feized  and  beat  him,  and  were  aftually 
meditating  hrs  death,,  when  Lyfias,  the  Roman  offi- 
cer, interpofed  with  an  armed  body,,  and  refcued  him 
out  of  their  hands.  It  was  with  extreme  difficulty,, 
even  then,  that  he  efcaped  their  fury.  At  the  com- 
mand of  the  captain,  the  foldiers  bound  him,  and' 
Conduced  him  as  a  prifoner  and  a  malefaiSior  into  the 
caftlc,  while  the  infatuated  mob  cried  out,  "  Away 
with  him.^' 

Are  we  not  conftrained  to  lament  the  contumelious 
ufage  and  confinement  of  this  eminent  fervant  of 
Chrift  ?  We  may  be  difpofed  to  aflc,  why  the  Lord 
fliould  permit  thofe,  who  are  dear  to  himfelf,  to  be 
fo  infulted  and  opprefied,  and  the  moft  zealous  ad- 
vocates for  his  caufe  to  be  prevented  from  profe- 
cuting  their  fchemes  of  ufefutnefsin  his  Church.  But 
aistil  we  are  fhort-fighted  creatures^  and  fhould  not 
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prefume  to  cenfure  or  comprehend  the  cfi vine  con- 
duct. "  His  way  is  in  the  fe^,  and  his  path  in  the 
^reat  waters,  and  his  footfteps  are  not  known*.'* 
Yet  we  are  afliired,  that  thefe  very  affliflions,  which 
for  a  feafon  cut  off  the  Apoftle  from  the  public  ex- 
ercife  of  his  miniftry,  eventually  promoted  the  ad* 
vancement  of  the  Gofpel  f^  Our  fears  for  the  fafety 
of  the  ark  are  groundlefs.  Let  us  cbeerfiilly  leave 
the  care  of  it  to  God>  and  commit  ourfelves  and 
the  concerns,  of  all  his  people  to  his  fovereign  dit 
pofal.  Whatever  unfavourable  or  painful  circum- 
ftances  may  ari(e>  let  us  look  in  faith  and  prayer  foK 
a  happy  iiTue. 

St.  Paul  was  DOW  in  chains,  but  before  he-  was 
committed  to  prifon,  he  obtained  permiffioa  of  the 
captain  to  addrefs  the  people  ia  bis  owa  defence  }• 
He  began  with  declaring  his  extradion,  education^ 
and  manner  of  life,  and  appealed  to  them  who  had 
known  him,  for  a  proof  of  his  former  hatred  and 
violent  perfecution  of  the  Gofpel.  He  deKvercd  a 
minute  account  of  his  convcrlion,  of  the  Apoftolie 
commiflion  he  had  received  from  Chrift  to.  preach, 
among  the  Gentiles,  and  of  the  injunftion  givea 
him  in  a  trance  to  depart  from  JeruCilcm.  He  wifh«* 
ed  to  continue  in  that  city,  expeSing  that  his  miniftry 
would  be  particularly  fuccefsful  among  thofe,  who 
bad  been  witnefles  of  his  oppofition  to  the  faith.  Bufi 
Jefus,  by  his  fovereign  authority,  commanded  bin* 
to  carry  the.  meffagc  of  peace  to  the  Heathens  at  a 
diftance. 

'This  open  and  ingenuous  narrative  of  the  Apoflle 
fcemed  well  calculated  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  the 
audience.  His  boldnefs  in  maintaining  the  Gofpek 
before  them,  who  had  once  known  him  as  a  bJaf- 
phemer  and  a  perfecutor,  is  a  ftrong  evidence  of  its 
truth.     But,  though  they  could   not   deny  his   af- 

♦  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  19,        f  Phil.  i.  12—14.        %  A^s  xxii.  1,  fcc 
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fertions,  they  were  not  convinced*.  The  moff  ftrtk- 
ing  fa(9s>  folid  rcafoning,  and  eloquent  perluafions. 
Will. not  be  fufficient  to  fuhdue  the  human  heart, 
unlefs  God  himilU'  put  forth  his  power,  and  make 
ule  of  them  for  that  purpofe. 

7'Iic  Jews  liftened  to  the  preacher,  till  he  men- 
tioned his  mi^on  to  the  Gentiles  ;  but  this  th^y 
could  not  bear.  Such  was  their  contempt  and  ha^ 
tred  of  all  other  people,  that  they  concludcrd  a  teach>- 
er  from  Heaven  would  never  be  ient  among  the  Hea- 
then nations..  The  pretcnfton  appeared  to  them  lit- 
tle ihort  of  blafphcmy.  They  ftiewcd  every  mark 
of  indignation  and  abhorrence,  tore  off  their  clorhes; 
and  caft  duft  into  the  air,  crying  out,  ^  Awa^  wiih 
iuch  a  fellow  from  the  earth ;  for  it  is  not  ht  that 
he  fhould  live.'*  Then  indeed  he  was  "  made  as  the 
filth  of  the  worlds  and  the  oftvfcouring  of  all  things  ♦.*'' 
If  we  like  wife  (hould  meet  with  the  moft  injurious 
treatment,  let  us  not  wonder  or  complain,  when  we 
perceive  with  what  outrageous  violence  this  man  of 
God  was  rejefted. 

The  Roman  captain  (ecured  him,  and,  not  under- 
ftanding  Ae  ground  of  the  oppofition,  fuppofing  that 
he  muft  have  committed  fome  great  offence,  com* 
manded  him  to  be  examined  by  fcourging,  that  a 
confeilion  might  be  extorted.  But  Paul  efcaped  the 
cruel  torture,  by  pleading  his  privilege  as  a  Roman. 
citfzen  ;  and  it  ftiould  feem  that  the  officer  had  ex- 
ceeded his  authority  in  binding  him,  Lyfias,  how- 
ever, was  defirous  to  obtain  clearer  information  of  the- 
bufmefs,  and  therefore,,  on  the  day  following,  con- 
vened the  great  council  of  the  Jews  for  the  trial  of 
the  prifofier  according  to  their  particular  cuftoms. 
There,  for  the  prefent,  we  leave  him,  arraigned  before- 
the  Sanhedrim,  the  obje6l  of  their  profane  derifioa 

*  iCor.  iv*.  13.. 
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and  corrtempf,    yet  not  afraid  of  thefr  terror,    nor 
^(hamed  of  the  name  of  Jefus,  in  whoai  he  believed. 

How  much  may  we  learn  from  this  example ! 
When  we  look  at  his  patient  perfeverance  in  .thtf 
fervice  of  Chrift^-and  refleii:  on  our  own  inadtivity^ 
well  may  we  cover  our  face?,  and  hide  them  in  the 
duft.  How  little  are  any  of  us  doing,  in  compiprifon 
of  this  zealous  Apollle !  And  (hall  we  not  be  ani- 
mated, by  a  view  of  his  conduct,  to  be  more  bold 
and  vigorous,  while  we  maintain  our  profeflion  of 
the  Gofpel  againft  all  its  oppofers  ?  Lilten  not  to 
the  foolilh  reprefentarinns  oi  thofe,  who  would  pcr- 
fuade  you,  that  all  fervour  in  religion  is  hypocrify, 
fanaticifm,  or  madnefs,  and  that  every  thing,  better 
than  lifelefs  formality,  is  an  uni.eceiTary  ftridlnefs, 
a  weak  fcrupulofity,  or  a  dangerous  innovation.  If 
you  would  be  governed  by  the  fafliionable  principles 
<>f  the  age,  you  muft  keep  at  a  ciftance  from  the 
leaft  imitation  of  St«  Paul,  and,  wherever  you  dif- 
cover  a  refemblance  of  hisfpirit,  you  muft  condemn, 
it  as  a  ridiculous  precifenefs.  You  muft  give  up  all 
carneft  contention  for  right  dodrine?,  and  all  the 
ardour  of  devotion,  affirm  that  faith  is  nothing  but 
fancy,  and  laugh  at  the  mention  of  fpiritual  peace, 
and  communion  with  God  through  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
as  a  vain  delufion.  O  how  much  better  is  it  to  fuf- 
fer  like  the  Apoftle  in  dcfer.ce  of  the  truth,  than  thus 
to  (acrifice  confcience  to  intereft  or  reputation  ! 

But,  if  you  are  the  moft  lively,  diljgent,  and  ufe- 
ful  members  of  the  Churchy  the  brighceft  orna- 
ments of  the  Chriftian  proreffion,  you  may  learn 
from  St,  Paul  to  place  no  dependence  on  your 
own  attainments.  Like  him,  you  fhoqld  prefer ve  a 
conftant  fenfe  of  your  unworihinefs,  and  afcribe  all 
the  excellency  of  your  beft  principles  and  perform- 
ances to  the  fancftifying  influence  of  God's  Spirit. 
When  he  confidered,  what  trJ.ents  he  poflefled,  and  ^ 
what  an  eminent  ilation  he  filled,  his  humble  and  " 
devout  acknowledgment  was^  >^  I  ata  uo\lcCv5v^\''---' 


fSS  SCRIPTtjftE   CMARAtTER^. 

•*  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  rine  *.*^ 
He  renounced  his  uncommon  labours  and  extenfive 
fervices,  as  of  no  avail  in  the  point  of  his  acceptance 
with  God:  he  eloried  only  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift, 
as  procuring  pardon  and  peace,  and  exuked  as  being 
•*  complete  in  Him."  It  will  be  idlfficult,  we  allow, 
to  your  corrupt  nature,  to  exert  yourfelves  to  the 
utmoft  for  the  advancement  of  truth  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  yet  with  unfeigned  humility  to  caft  all  your 
Works  at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  trufting  m  the  efficacy  of 
kis  facrifice  and  the  merit  of  his  obedience.  But  no 
otherwife  can  you  maintain  any  well-grounded  hope 
towards  God.  Your  moft  admired  duties,  if  not 
done  in  faith,  will  be  rejedied  with  abhorrence,  and  it 
will  be  (aid  at  the  lafl,  *^  Who  hath  required  thefe 
at  your  hands  ?" 

May  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  therefore,  be  exalted 
in  our  eftimation,  as  ^  the  end  of  the  law  for  righte- 
oufnefs  !"  With  his  holy  Apoftle,  may  we  "  re- 
joice in  Him,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flelh !" 

Amen. 

*  2  Cor*  xii*  iZt  I  Cor.  xr.  lo. 
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Faul  made  his  defence  before  the  Sanhedrim---' encouraged 
by  a  vijion — eonfpired  agabift^^fent  to  Cefarea — then 
pleaded  his  caufe  with  Felix^  and  afterwards  with 
Fcjlus — appealed  to  Cefar — preached  before  king 
Agrippa. 


I T  was  predifted  by  our  Lord,  that  his  Apoftles 
fliould  be  brought  before  governors  and  kings  for  his 
fake  * :  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  of  them  was 
called  to  this  honour,  fo  much  as  St.  PauL  The 
great  men  of  the  earth,  indeed,  (hewed  no  defire  to 
hz  acquainted  with  his  dof^rine,  nor  was  be  admitted 
to  audience  in  his  proper  charafter,  as  an  ambaflador 
from  Heaven ;  but  he  was  conducted  into  their  pre- 
sence as  a  criminal.  How  myfterious  are  the  ways  of 
Providence  !  Paul  was  caft  into  bonds,  in  order-  that 
he  might  declare  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel  to  magiftrates 
and  princes.  We  fliall  now  behold  him  in  this  very 
Situation,  arraigned  before  powerful  and  malicious 
enemies,  yet,  without  timidity,  or  any  painful  anxiety 
for  himfelf,  moft  earneftly  folicitous  to  fave  the  fouls 
of  his  hearers.  O  for  the  fame  bold  and  difinterefted 
fpirit  in  all  the  minifters  of  Chrift  !  This  would  be 
the  brighteft  ornament  of  their  profeflion,  and  the 
ftrongeft  recommendation  of  the  religion,  which  they 
preach, 

*  Matt  X.  i8. 
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The  Apoftlc  was  a  prifoner  at  Jerufalem^  in  the 
cuflody  of  Roman  foldiers;  He  had  been  with  difH- 
trulty  rcfcued  ^Mit  of  the  hands  of  a  Jewifh  mob, 
which  was  inccnfed  againft  him ;  and,  the  Sanhedrim 
leing  fummoned  for  his  trial,  he  proceeded  to  make 
his  defence.  He  maintained  before  the  council  the 
integrity  of  his  heart  and  condudl,  though  he  had 
teen  apprehended  and  accufed  as  a  criminal  ♦.  His 
•countenance,  as  well  as  his  fpeech,  betokened  a  holy 
firmhefs  and  intrepidity,  the  efFeft  of  confcious  in- 
nocericc,  or  rather  of  a  diyine  influence,  by  which  he 
was  animated,  The  high  prieft,  the  prefident  of  the 
court,  commanded  him,  in  violation  of  all  the  forms 
of  juftice,  to  be  fmitten  on  the  mouth,  evidently  ihew- 
ing  a  determination  tofilence  him,  or  to  hear  nothing 
in  his  favour.  The  Apoftle,  however,  not  intimidated 
ty  fuch  violent  and  injurious  ufage,  reprehended  his 
judgf,  and  folemnly  declared  that  God  would  fhortly 
punijh  him  for  his  bafe  hypocrify,  PoffiWy,  there  was 
an  improper  warmth  of  temper  m  the  r»?proof :  Paul, 
at  leafi,  acknowledged,  that  he  was  not  aware  of  di- 
rcdling  his  cenfure  againft  the  high  prJeft,  Who,  for 
his  ofHce,  ought  to  be  treated  with  refped.  Yet, 
doubtlefs,  he  fpake  by  a  prophetic  impulfe ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  his  fentence,  God  did  foon  afterwards 
♦*  fmite  that  whited  wall  "  by  a  fingular  deft  ruction. 
The  example  ought  not  to  be  pleaded  in  juftification 
of  any  infolence  or  refentment  towards  magiftrates : 
St.  Paul  himfelf  feemed  folicitous  to  guard  againft 
fuch  an  abufe  of  his  conduft.  Be  it  our  concern  to 
**  live  in  all  good  confcience  before  God ;"  and  then 
let  us  meekly  commit  to  Him  the  event  of  all  ground- 
lefs  and  malicious  accufations* 

A  prudent  device  of  the  Apoftle  difconcerted  the 
meafures  of  his  adverfaries  for  that  time.  'He  per- 
ceived, that  the  aflembly  confifted  partly  of  Pharifees, 

*  A  As  xxiii.  Z)  S8C» 
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and  partly  of  Sadducees,  who  differed  widely  in  their 
fentimt;nts,  especially  concerning  the  refurreilion  of  the 
dead.  He  therefore  declared  himfelf  attached  to  the  fe<Si 
of  the  Pharifees^  and  affirmed  that  for  his  defence  of 
their  leading  dodrine  he  then  flood  arraigned  before 
them.  As  many  as  were  of  this  perfuafion,  immedi- 
ately (hewed  an  inclination  to  favour  him,  and  pro- 
pofed  his  difmiffion.  But  fo  warm  were  the  debate^ 
occafioned  by  the  fubjed,  which  he  had  ftarted,  that 
#be  council  was  thrown  into  the  utmoft  confufion. 
The  Roman  officer  began  to  fear  for  the  fafety  of  his 
prifoner,  and,  that  he  might  not  fufFer  through  the 
fiercenefs  of  the  difputants^  interpofed  with  an  armed 
force  for  his  deliverance,  and  conduced  him  back 
again  to  the  caftle.  The  Lord  fecures  his  people, 
amidfl:  violent  oppofition,  by  various  ways.  Some- 
times he  protedls  them,  by  permitting  iheir  enemies 
to  be  divided  and  incenfed  againft  each  othfr.  The 
mutual  hatred  of  wicked  men  is  frequently  fo  great, 
that  they  cannot  unite  in  any  fchemes  for  perfecuting 
the  Church,  as  otherwife  they  would  do.  Thus 
"  the  wrath  of  man  {hall  praifc  God,"  and  promote 
his  purpofes. 

Our  Apoftle  remained  in  clofe  confinement,  did 
trefled,  probably,  by  gloomy  apprehenfions,  as  if  he 
were  cut  off  from  all  further  opportunities  of  ufcful* 
nefs.  The  following  night,  however,  the  Lord  gra». 
cioufly  appeared  in  a  vifion  to  encourage  and  aaimatc 
him,  by  an  aflurancc  that  he  fhould  ftill  continue  his 
labours  in  the  Gofpcl,  and  bear  his  teftimony  even  at 
Rome,  the  inaperial  city.  I  low  tender  are  the  com- 
paffions  of  our  God  towards  his  afHi<Sled  people  !  la 
general,  when  their  troubles  increafe  upon  thenn^ 
"  their  confolation  alfo  aboundeth  by  Chrift*.'* 
What,  then,  have  they  to  fear  i  Or,  what  can  man  do 

•  a  Cor.  i.  S«, 
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againft  them  ?  If  the  Lord  declare  his  approbation, 
^nd  fav  to  them,  as  he  did  to  PjluJ,  ^'  Be  of  good 
-cheer,  they  (hould  account  it  a  fufficient  compenfa- 
tion  for  their  fevereft  {>erfecutionS|  and  be  imboldened 
to  face  a  faoft  of  enemies, 

Ffc&  dangers  awaited  the  Apoftle  at  Jerufalem* 
Such  was  the  fury  of  bis  oppofers,  that  more  than 
forty  of  them  entered  into  an  impious  combination, 
and  bound  themfclves  under  a  curfe  to  accomplifh  his 
murder.  Even  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  took  part 
in  the  defign.  But,  though  the  horrid  plan  might 
feem  to  be  well  concerted,  it  was  detected  and  defeated 
by  the  providence  of  God.  A  young  man,  nearly 
related  to  St.  Paul,  being  apprized  <h  the  fcheme, 
carried  information  of  it  to  the  Roman  officer ;  in 
confequence  of  which  the  prifoner  was  immediately 
renioved,  and  fent  under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Cefarea. 
His  accufers,  alfo,  were  commanded  to  follow  him, 
that  the  matter  might  there  be  fairly  invcftigated  before 
Felix  the  governor. 

It  may  appear  ftrange,  that  one,  whole  heart  glowed 
with  benevdence  and  a  defire  of  promoting  univerfal 
happinefs,  (hould  be  purfued  with  fuch  mangnity  and 
ragf ,  as  if  he  had  been  the  vi left  of  his  fpecies  and  the 
peft  of  fociety.  But  in  the  oppofition,  which  was  made 
to  him  and  other  eminent  faints,  a  ftriking  proof  of  hu- 
man depravity  is  exhibited.  Whtlft  they  were  treated 
with  contempt  and  abhorrence,  for  righteoufnefs*'  fake, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  God,  whom  they  ferved,  was 
^cfpifed  and  hated :  and  indeed,  thi«  enmity  of  the 
carnal  mind  againft  G(  <^  is  the  grand  fource  and  caufe 
of  perfecution,  whatever  may  be  pretended.  But  (hall 
the  faithful  followers  of  Chrift  be  intimidated?  No: 
it  is  their  privilege  to  maintain  peace  and  joy,  in  de- 
pendence on  their  Almighty  Redeemer.  But  ^  thejr 
that  hate  the  righteous  (hall  be  defolate."  Their 
wifeft  plans  (hail  turn  to  their  own  confufion.  While 
ihey  •^  take  counfeJ^togeCher, — He  thatfittcth  in  the 
*  heavens 
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Veavens  fliall  laugh  ^  the  Lord  {hall  have  them  in  de* 
rifion*."  Paul  waS  refcued  from  his  furious  adver- 
faries  at  Jerufalem,  by  the  very  confpiracy  for  his 
deftru£lion,  **  They  thruft  fore  at  him,  that  he  might 
fall;  but  the  Lord  helped  him  f^"  Let  others  be 
encouraged  from  his  cafe.  ^^  Cry  out  and  (hout,  thou 
inhabitant  of  Zion ;  for  great  is  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifrael  in  the  mid  ft  of  thee  %." 

St.  Payl  was  fecured  in  fferod's  palace  at  Cefarea, 
Sll  his  accufcrs  came.  After  a  few  days,  the  high 
pricft  and  other  members  of  the  SanheJrim,  with 
TertuIIus,  an  infidious  counfellor,  at  their  head,  ap» 

feared  againft  him,  and  produced  their  charge  before 
cVix  §.  The  orator  addreffed  the  Roman  governor 
in  terms  c^  the  baleft  flattery,  complimenting  himi 
upon  the  wifdom  and  excellency  of  his  adminiftration, 
though  he  was  notorioufly  infamous  Tor  his  oppref&on.r 
He  then  inveighed  againlt  the  prifoner,  as  having  ex- 
cited a  feditious  fpirit  through  the  whole  body  of  the 
Jews,  polluted  their  temple,  and  taken  the  moft  aftive 
part  in  fpreading  the  principles  of  the  Naaarenes, 
who  were  universally  detefted. 

The  Apoftle,  being  permitted  to  anf^ver  in  his  own 
•defence,  protefted  his  innocence,  and  challenged  them 
to  prove  their  allegations.  He  acknowledged,  indeed, 
that  his  religious  conducSl  was  what  they  deemed  he. 
retical,  but  maintained  that  it  was  conformable  to  the 
ancient  fcriptures,  in  which  he  bad  been  educated,  and 
that  his  hope  of  a  general  refurrecSlion  was  no  other, 
than  what  they  themfelves  allowed.  He  declared,  that 
be  unifofoily  endeavoured  to  difcharge  his  duty  both 
to  God  and  men,  that  his  journey  to  Jerufalem  had 
been  undertaken  for  the  purpofes  of  charity  and  devo- 
tion, and  that  his  appearance  in  the  temple  had  not 
been  attended  with  any  irregular  or  tumultuous  pro-* 

^  Pfal.  ii.  ^j  4.    f  cxviii.  13.    %  I^*  ^1*  ^*     §  Adi  xxir.  i,  lee. 
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feedings.  He,  therefore,  called  upon  his  profecuCors 
to  produce  their  evidence. 

It  is  not  probable,  that  you,  who  fervc  the  Lord 
Chrifl-,  will  efcape  unjuft  and  malicious  cenfures, 
whatever  prudence  or  benevolence  you  may  pofTefs. 
Perhaps,  the  way,  in  which  you  worfhip  God,  may 
be  reproached  as  herefy :  but  be  not  deterred  by  an 
ignominious  name.  It  may  be  expedient,  on  certain 
occafions,  to  vindicate  your  principles  and  conduft: 
you  (hould  be  fumi(hed  with  arguments  for  that  end; 
and,  if  you  are  truly  upright  with  God,  you  alfo,  like 
the  Apoftle,  may  be  "  bold  as  a  lion  "  in  the  prefence 
of  your  accufers.  Only  be  you  folicitous  **  to  have 
riways  a  confcience  void  of  ofFence,"  that  you  may 
not  provide  them  with  objections,  or  give  them  any 
r<eal  advantage  againft  you.  But,  if  your  own  hearts 
condemn  you,  ancf  the  charges  of  your  enemies  be  well 
.founded,  what  (hall  we  fay  ?  Though  others  attempt 
io  juftify  and  prote<Sl  you,  you  will  be  a  terror  to 
yourfelves,  ready  to  flee,  "  when  no  man  purfueth  *•** 

What,  then,  was  the  i flue  of  the  trial?  Felix  de- 
ferred the  caufe  to  another  hearing,  that  he  might  ob- 
tain clearer  information.  However,  he  fo  far  favoured 
the  prifoner,  as  to  allow  him  fome  degree  of  liberty, 
and  permit  him  to  receive  the  ^mmuiiications  and 
vifits  of  his  friends.  In  that  fltuation  Paul  was  even 
called  on  to  declare  and  maintain  the  Chriftain  feith 
before  this  wicked  governor  and  his  adulterous  wife 
Drufilla,  who  exprefled  adefire  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  dodtrine.  Their  motive,  probably,  was  mere 
curioftty,  and  this  the  Apoftle  did  not  endeavour  to 
gtatify.  He  aimed  not  to  amufe  them,  but  to  fix  an 
^rrow  of  conviftion  in  their  confciences.  Regardlcfs 
-of  the  event,  as  to  himfjlf,  he  addrefl^ed  them  with 

ijeculiar  fdemnity  on  fubjedts,  which  feemed  calcu- 
ated  to  awaken  in  them  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  and  to  alarm 

♦  Prov.  scftviii.  x  • 
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their  fears.  ^  He  reafoned  of  righteoufnefs  "  before 
the  man,  who~had  pra^SlifeJ  extreme  injuftice  and  op- 
predion  ;  "  of  t^mperauce  "  or  chaftity  before  thofei. 
who  were  then  living  in  a  ftate  of  incontinency, 
"-  and  of  judgment  to  come,"  that  they  might  be- 
excited  to  prepare  for  that  avvful  account,  which  muft 
be  rendered  at  the  tribunal  of  heaven. 

Are  we  not  aftoniftied  at  the  boldnefs  of  the 
Apoftle,  who  endeavoured  to  bring  his  dignified  hear- 
ers to  repentance,  rather  than  conciliate  their  favour 
and  exculpate  himfeif?  But  is  not  this  the  fpirit^r 
which  all  the  minirters  of  the  Gofpel  fhould  poflefs  f 
Without  any  dread  of  confequences,  they  (hould  de- 
clare to  the  moft  exalted  perfonages  their  guilt  an<t 
danger,  and,  inftead  of  ufing  flattering  fpeeches, 
*'  warn  them  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come."  Who 
will  not  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  fuch  an  ad^ 
drefs  i  The  carelefs  and  abandoned  are  often  con- 
ilrained  to  feel  the  force  of  divine  truth*  The  haughty 
judge  trembled  under  the  words  of  the  prifoner,  and 
therefore  battened  to  clofe  the  interview.  His  heart 
was  wounded  within  him,  and  be  could  not  conceal 
its  horrors.  But  ah  !  unhappy  man  !  he  wiflied  not 
to  purfue  the  confideration  of  the  painful  fubje(S):  ^ 
and  yet  he  was  not  fo  obdurate^  as  to  determine  never 
more  to  think  upon  religion.  He  endeavoured,  there- 
fore, to  pacify  his  confcience,  by  pleading  his  numer* 
ous  engagements  at  that  time,  and  promifing  a  ferii- 
ous  attention  to  the  preacher  at  "  a  convenient  fea- 
fon.'* 

Did  that  feafon  ever  come?  Alas!  no:  He  re*» 
fifted  his  convi£lions ;  and,  probably,  they  produced 
no  good  effe(ft.  Afterwards,  indeed,  he  frequently 
heai5  the  Apoftle,  and  entered  into  converfation  with 
him ;  but  we  do  not  read,  that  he  trembled  any  more^ 
He  was  a<Suated  by  covetoufnefs,  and,  inftead  of  en*^ 
quiring  for  falvation,  fought  to  obtain  a  bribe,  for 
which  he  would  have  releafed  the  prifoner.  But,  as 
'         R  3    —  he 
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he  fsLxlcd  in  that  attempt,  he  retained  him  in  cdlody^ 
though  no  crime  had  been  proved  againft  him  v  and 
even  after  two  years,  ivhen  he  was  recalled  from  his 
governnaent,  he  ilill  left  him  in  bonds,,  merely  that 
he  might  recommend  himfclf  to  the  jiws.  What 
complicated  iniquity  was  this  !  How  lamentable,,  that 
the  deep  impreiSons,  made  upon  his  heart,  Ihould 
ferve  only  to  aggravate  his  guilt ! 

O  finners,  beware,  how  you  trifle  widi  your  con- 
vidions,  when  you  are  awakened  to  any  fenfe  of  youi 
mifery  by  the  £uthful  declarations  of  God's  word  i 
Like  Felix,  perhaps,  you  may  be  inclined  ta  difmifs 
the  preacher,  and  turn  away  from  thofe  offenfive  Tub- 
je6ts,  by  which  he  pains  your  feelings..  Are  you  re- 
folved,  then,  to  caft  oft  all  thoughts  of  God  and  eter- 
Aal  things  ?  No :  you  hope  that  at  fome  future  op- 
portunity you  (ball  be  mote  at  liberty  to  attend  te 
your  fpiritual  concerns.  Ah  !  Sirs,  what  means  this 
procraftination  ?  Is  not  your  (hort  life  haftcnisg  to  a 
clofe?  Is  not  judgment  approaching  ^  Mav  you  not 
be  fuddenly  called  to  the  tribunal  of  heaven  r  Or,  may^ 
you  not,  by  your  unwillingnefs  to  ftibmit,  provoke 
God  to  leave  you  to  your  own  devices,  and  to  iay  ia 
righteous  indignation,.  ^'  Let  them  alone  f"  To  what 
ether  feaibn  are  you  looking  forwards  i  Or  what  can 
be  fo  convenient  as  the  prefent  ?  Do  not,  therefore^ 
delay  the  important  bufinefs.  Yield  to  your  con- 
vi£lioiTs:  i)op  not  your  ears  againft  the  truth,  but 
defire  to  fee)  its  full  influence ;:  and  foon  will  your 
horrots  and  diftreifing  apprehenOons  give  place  to  the 
Ifvelieft  emotions  of  hope  and  joy. 

St.  Paul  was  left  at  Cefarea^  and  the  rage  of 
^62.  ^^^  enemies  had  not  yet  lubfided.  Feftus  fuc* 
ceeded  to  the  government  of  Judea,  and,  upon 
his  going  to  Jerufalem,  received  a  powerful  applica- 
tion againft  the  prifoner  from  the  members  of  the 
Sanhedrim  ^.     They  petitioned,^  that  be  might  be  fent 
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for  to  Jcrufalcm,  and  intended  to  murder  him  by  the 
way.  But  the  icheme  was  defeated.  Through  the- 
fecret  influence  of  God  upoa  his  mind,  Feftus  would 
not  comply  with  the  requeft.  He  commanded  the 
accufers  to  attend  him  to  Cefarea,  where  he  himfelf 
propofed  to  hear  and  decide  the  caufer  There  the 
trial  was  inftituted,  and  Paul  once  more  put  upon  hi» 
defence.  The  feme  groundlefs  and  malicious  charges 
were  brought  ag^inft  him,  as  before ;  and  he,  with  hi» 
ufual  intrepidity,  perfifted  in  aflerting  his  innocence^ 
Still  juftice  was  denied  him.  The  governor  was  dif- 
pofed  to  trifle,  or  rather  to  give  him  up  to  his  ene- 
mies i  for  he  propofed,  that,  according  to  their  re- 
queft, the  matter  ihould  be  referred  to  the  council  at 
Jerufalemr 

What,  then,  could  the  Apoftk  expert  from  fuch 
arbiters  ?  He  (aw  through  the  defign,  and  refufed  ta 
fubmit.  He  declared  his  readtne^  to  fuflfer  extreme 
punifhment,  if  he  had  deferved  it;  but  maintained 
that  he  had  done  no  wrong.  As  a  Roman  citizen^ 
therefore,  he  claimed  the  privilege  of  being  tried  be- 
fore the  Emperor,  and  boldly  appealed  unto  Cefar  > 
which  ftop[)ed  all  further  proceedings  in  the  lower 
courts.  This  appeal  was  not  the  e&6k  of  coward- 
ice :  he  did  not  Arink  from  bonds  or  death  itfelf.  But 
he  has  taught  us,  that  it  may  be  expedient  for  a 
Chriftian  to  aflert  his  civil  rights,  and  demand  the 
,prote^Slion  and  immunities,  which  tke  laws  of  his  coun- 
try allow  himv  We  ihould,  however,  beware  of  a 
petulant  and  litigious  fpirit :  the  example  before  us 
will  notjuftify  a  wanton  oppofition  to  government^ 
or  a  propenfity  to  contend  for  every  little  grievance. 

It  was  determined,  then,  that  tKe  caufe  (bould  be 
fubmitted  to  Ce{ar*s  decifion,  and  Paul  fent  as  a  pri- 
foner  to  Rome.  Thus  bis  defirc  of  vifiting  that  city 
was  granted,  and  the  divine  promife  fulfilled,  though,, 
probably,  in  a  very  different  way  from  what  he  had 
expected.  But^  betore  be  ftood  in  the  prefence  of  the 
R  4.  Eca^^^^t^ 
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Emperor,  another  opportunity  was  given  hrm  for  de- 
clnriiig  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel  to  certain  perfonages 
of  exalted  ra<.k;  and  on  that  occafion  he  bore  aa 
honourable  teftimony. 

King  Agrippa,  who  poffefled  a  large  extent  of  do- 
minion under  the  Romans,  and  his  fifter  Bernice^ 
with  whom  it  is  fuppofed  that  he  lived  in  a  ftate  of 
inceftuous  commerce,  came  together  to  pay  their  re- 
fpcfts  to  the  new  governor  FeRus.  During  their 
continuance  at  Cefarea,  they  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  cauie  of  the  Apoftle.  Fcfbus  informed 
them,  on  what  grounds  he  had  detained  this  remark- 
able prifoner  in  bonds  j  but,  in  his  relation,  he  evi- 
dently treated  with  contempt  the  Gofpel,  which  Paul 
preached,  as  confifting  of  unmeaning  and  f«perftitix)us 
qwcftions  concerning  one  Jefus,  who  was  dead  and  yet 
affirmed  to  be  alive.  Alas  f  it  is  obvious,  frorn  their 
eonfufed  accounts,  that  men  do  not  fer ioufly  attend  to 
the  doflrines  of  Chriftianity.  They,  who  fed  not 
the  importance  of  eternal  things,  trifle  with  the  mofl: 
folemn  declarations  of  God^s  word:  poffibly,  they 
may  confider  even  the  death  and  refurredion  of  Chriit 
as  an  uninterefting  ftory,  and  of  dubious  authority. 
How  different  are  the  fentiments  of  the  real  be- 
liever !  With  what  fixed  regard  and  lively  ioy  does 
he  liften  to  thofe,  who  teftify  of  the  crucified  and 
rifen  Saviour  !  This  is  the  fubjedl,  with  which,  above 
all  others,  he  wifhd^to  be  acquainted. 

Agrippa  defired  to  hear  the  fingular  preacher,  of 
whom  Feftus  fpoke  ;  and  the  next  day  was  appointed 
for  that  purpofe.  The  court  was  Atrnmoned  ;  the 
illuflrious  perfonages,  together  with  the  principal 
officers  of  the  army  and  inhabitants  of  the  city,  at- 
tended :  and  Paul  was  brought  forth  to  make  his  de* 
fence.  When  the  caufe  had  been  opened  by  Feftus, 
Agrippa  intimated  to  the  prifoner,  that  he  would  be 
allowed  the  full  liberty  of  pleading  for  himfelf  ♦.  And 
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now  our  eyes  arc  turned  to  the  Apoftk,  and  we  arc 
folicitous  to  obferve,  how  he  acquits  himfelf  in  Aicil 
an  aflembly.  In  this  difficult  fituation  he  (hinfirs  with 
peculiar  luftre,  and  exhibits  the  moft  ftriking  proofs 
of  wifdooi,  courage^  faithfulnefs,  and  :^al.  Here  we 
contemplate  the  Chriftian  orator,  addreffing  his  noble 
auditors  with  graceful  eloquence,  with  evident  mark* 
of  politenefs  and  learning,  yet  with  an  artlefs  iimpli-r 
city,  with  a  tender  and  affedionate  concern  for  theit 
everlafting  falvation.  He  aimed  to  recommend  the 
Gofpel,  rather  than  himfelf,  to  their  favourable  re-«> 
gard.  •  Agrippa  being  his  principal  hearer,  to  hint 
chiefly  was  this  admirable  fpeech  dire(^ed. 
.  The  Apostle,  ftretching^  forth  hrs  hand,  that  he 
might  engage  attention  by  his  refpedful  and  earneft 
manner,  declared  that  he  rejoiced  in  the  opportunity^ 
of  entei-ing  vnhis  own  vindication  before  fo  compC* 
tent  a}ui^;  who  was  acquainted  with  the  fcripture^ 
and  cuftoms  of  the  Jews,  Having  requcfted  a  patient 
audience,  he  proceeded  to  ftate  what  he  had  once  beeii 
as  ^  Phariii^e,  and  what  hope  he  then  poflefled  as  A 
Chriftian.  He  alleged,  that  this  hope  towards  God 
throurgiv^e  Saviouc,  which  was  the  fubje6t  of  pro* 
mife  to  the  ancient  fathers,  and  the  prdfelfed  exptaa-* 
tion:  indideiirfc^  of  all  the  Jevvifli  tribes,  had  been  the' 
f<»le  groQnd  of  his  profec^tton.  He  adverted  to  the 
doariiae  of  a  refurreiiiony  and  the  alMurdity  of  re* 
jeiHrig  it  as  incredible,  and  yet  ihtirfiated  that  n«ie 
could  be  more  prejudiced  agai<ift  that  or  any  other 
truths  thin  he  had  foroierly  beeil  againtt  the  whole 
fyAem  of  iheGofpel.  '•  He  enlarged  upon  hi?  eftnfilty 
andbitl^dppo&tionto  the  Chriftian  name,  ai^d  gave 
a  particular  -reiatidif  of  that  miraeuloir^  Tifion,  in 
which:  Jefus  had  appeared  from  heaVen,  fubdued  hi* 
rebellidus  fpirit,  and  Comtniflioned  him  tO  go  forth 
anrioni  tix^  Gentiles,  as  a  preacher  &f  the  grand  diyftex 
f  ies  ol  redemption.  He  affirmed,  thac^  for  his  obe* 
diccMrCw  to  ^tbat  maAdaM,  his^cOiiHtrymen  -were  vio^ 
R  5  \^\x^^ 
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Jcntly  incenfed,  and  attempted  his  life.  He  ^evootfjr 
Scribed  to  God  bis  continued  fupport  in  the  di<^ 
charge  of  his  facred  fundion  to  that  day  ;  and  main- 
taineJ  that  the  prophets  and  Mofes  predided  the 
death  and  refurredipn  of  the  Saviour^  by  inilfting 
upon  which  he  had  incurred  fo  malicious  a  profecu- 
tion. 

St.  Paul  evidently  confidered  his  own  converfion^ 
not  only  as  a  Angular  difplay  of  divine  merc^,  but  as 
an  incontcftable  proof  of  the  truth  of  Chriftjanity ; 
and  therefore  he  was  ready  upon  every  occafion  to 

Eropofe  it  to  the  notice  of  other$>  for  die  honour  of 
is  God  and  Saviour.  And  furely  the  account  fuffi- 
ciently  juftifies  his  own  conduct.  Do  we  not  allow^ 
that  he  adled  a  reafonable  and  wife  par^  in  renounc- 
ing his  former  errors  and  becoming  a  flrenuous  ad-« 
vocate  for  Chrift  ?  But  are  we  willing  to  Ic^w  his 
example,  as  far  as  the  difference  of  our  circumftances 
will  permit?  What  means  our  commendadooof  this 
illuftrlous  chara£ler,  if  we  diflike  tbofe  fentimentf, 
tempers,  and  pra&ices,  which  conftituted  its  chief 
excellence  ? 

The  tffeik  of  the  Apoftle's  addrefi  upon  two  of 
bis  principal  hearers  deierves  our  rmrd.  FeftuS), 
confidering  the  do£lrines  afiertcd  as  abftrufe  and  ridi« 
culous,  or  enthufiaftic  jargon,  concluded  that  the 
preacher,  if  an  boneft  man,  muft  certainly  be  de- 
ranged in  his  fenfes,  though  he  allowed  him  the. cre- 
dit of  being  a  fcholar.  He  therefore  intemipted  the 
difcourfe,  and  cried  aloud^  ^  Paul»  diOM  art  be- 
fide  thyfelf ;  much  learning  doth  make  thee  nad.'^ 
The  fame  objedion  has  been  often  urged  againft  aQ 
thofe,  who  zealoufly  contend  for  the  erand  peculiari- 
ties of  the  Chriftian  fyflem.  Carekfe,  inattentive 
perfons,  who  take  no  pains  to  examine  the  itibjeS, 
treat  thefe  fublime  and  heavenly  truths  as  pecfcfUy 
unintelligible,  and  the  ££lion  of  a  difordered  iiDs^i- 
nationt    In  vindication  of  tbemfelves  for  rejeAwg 
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fte  Gofpel,  they  endeavour  to  caft  an  odium  upon 
Its  advocates,  and  reprefent  themi  however  they  may 
mean  weU>  as  weak  or  infane,  whofe  foculties  have 
been  injured  by  deep  thinking  on  certain  intricate 
points.  But  is  the  deciGon  of  fuch  judges  to  be  re* 
ceived  i  Or  fhall  we  be  ftaggered  by  their  infinua* 
tions  i  Then  we  muft  turn  away  with  difguft  fron» 
all,,  who  are  of  Paul's  complexion,  and  conclude, 
that,  when  men  come  to  their  right  minds  by  fub- 
Qiitting  to  the  Saviour,  and  ftrenuoufly  maintaining; 
bis  caufe,  they  juftly  forfeit  their  reputation  for  un- 
derftanding,  and  are  no  longer  to  be  liftened  to.> 
What  a  wretched  in&tuadon  is  this !  Let  us  not  be 
deterred  by  fuch  invidious  cenfures,  but  be  willing  to 
be  ^  fools  for  Chrift^s  lake  *y*  and  welcome  the  re- 
proach. 

The  Apoftle  Veplied  to  the  charge  whh  great  ener* 
gy,  and  yet  with  all  proper  deference :  ^^  I  am  not 
mad,  moit  noble  Feftus,  but  fpeak  forth  the  words  of 
truth  and  fobernefc/*  He  then  turned  to  Agrippa, 
and,  by  a  mafterly  and  fpirited  addrefs,  appealed  to 
him,  as  being  convinced  of  the  fads,  which  he  had 
afTerted,  and  their  exa£t  correfpondence  with  the  an* 
cient  predidifons.  As  if  he  perceived  the  inward 
feelings  of  his  royal  auditor,  and  would  extort  a  con* 
fieffion,  he  fiud,  ^*  King  Agrippa,  believed  thou  the 
prophets?  I  know  that  thou  believeft.'^  Indeed^ 
Agrippa*s  mind  appeared  to  be  deeply  imprefled.  He 
could  not,  like  Feftus,  deride  or  condenm  the  preach* 
cr,  but,,  rather,  was  diipofed  la  become  his  convert*^ 
He  doubted  not  of  his  integrity,  aflented  to  the  doc* 
trines  delivered,  and  feemed  on  the  point  of  yielding 
an  entire  compliance  with,  the  Gofpel.  He  re^ied^ 
^  Al.mpft  thou  perfuadeft  me  to  be  a  Chriftian."^ 
Probably,  he  refifted  the  force  of  trutb>  through  thcr 
fcar  of  temporal  inconvenknces. 
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This  acknowledgment,  though  favourable,  did  not 
fatisfy  St.  Paul.  He  was  afTured,  that  fuch  partial 
convidlion?,  if  oppofed,  could  never  fecure  the  falva- 
tion  of  the  foul ;  and  therefore  he  prayed,  that  nei- 
ther the  king  nor  any  of  the  aflembly  might  reft  in 
them.  With  tendereft  afFedion  for  all  l^fore  him, 
he  exprcfled  his  earncft  defirc,  that  they  might  tho- 
roughly enter  into  his  views,  and  refemble  him,  only 
not  in  the  chains,  which  he  then  wore :  he  wifhed 
them  all  the  happinefs,  but  none  of  the  pajnful  trials, 
which  he  felt.  He  exclaimed,  "  I  would  to  God, 
that  not  only  thou,  but  alfo  all  that  h*ar  me  this  day, 
were  both  aJmoft  and  altogether  fuch  as  I  am,  ex- 
cept thcfc  bonds."  This  devout  afpi ration  clearly 
manifefted  his  unbounded  benevolence,  his  full  con- 
fidence of  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe,  and  the  blefled- 
nefs  which  he  experienced  in  the  midft  of  fufferings. 
He  was  not  afliamed  of  beirfg  "  the  prifoner  of  the 
Lord,"  he  envied  not  the  king  and  governor  their 
pomp  or  power ;  he  could  not  declare  his  beft  wi(hes 
for  them  in  Wronger  terms,  than  by  praying,  that  they 
might  be  brought  to  the  fame  ftateof  mind  with  him- 
felf.  ; 

The  Apoftle  was  difmifled  :  probably,  bis  noble 
auditors  could  bear  no  more.  It  was  agreed j  how- 
ever, among  them,  that  he  had  not  oeferved  any 
puniftiment,  and  might  have  been  releafed,  but  that, 
in  confcquence  of  his  own  appeal,  the  caufe  muft  be 
referred  to  the  decifion  of  Cefar. 

And  now',  upon  a  ferious  review  of  this  hiftory,  w€ 
would  enquire  of  our  readers,  not  what  is  your  opi- 
nion of  St.  Paul,  (relpeSing  which  he  hitafelf  would 
not  have  been  folicitous)  but  what  think  you  of  your 
own  charadter  ?  What  of  the  '  Saviour  whom  hi 
prc^ached  ^  Have  you  ferioufly  attended  to  the  do<£trines 
which  he  maintained?  And  what  impreffiqn  have  thej^ 
produced  upon  your  minds  ?  Perhaps,  upon  the  firft 
healing,  you  have  been  dif|^ofed,'Iikc  Feftus,  to  treat 
3  >icvR.\sv 


therti  witfv  conteftipt,^  as  «a  vifionarjr  fyftem,  involving. 
on]y  Bbubtful  anid'6ip^r(Utiou$l<iueftjohs.  But^  i£ 
you  e^c^^ii)^  AuoMl  ininutftly,  Mn4  with  more  Axedr 
regard)  you  vrill  difcovery  ik  Its^ft^  that  Chnftianitif) 
it  capable  of  bQing  defended  by  folid  and  unanfwer- 
able  arguments,  and  that  folly  i&.jxiAly  chargeable 
upon  thofe,  who  afFeft  to  fncer  at  what  they  cannot 
confute. 

If  you  allow  the  truth  and  excellency  of  the  Gof-  ' 
pel,  we  afk  again,  Have  you  unfeignedly  complied 
with  its  demands  ?  Ah  !  how  many  refemble  Agrippa, 
and  are  inclined  to  refiil  or  trifle  with  their  convic- 
tions !  You  grant,  that  to  be  a  Chriftian  indeed,  is  a 
high  and  honourable  diftin£tion,  which  you  profefs  a 
dcfire  of  attaining.  But  you  are  obftru6ted  by  fuch 
difficulties,  and  affaulted  by  fuch  temptations,  that  you 
have  not  courage,  for  the  prefent  at  leaft,  to  attempt 
the  arduous  work,-  as  thinking  it  impoffible  to  fuc- 
ceed.  Or  perhaps,  you  may  be  willing  to  yield  only 
a  partial  fubmiffion,  as  far  as  may  fuit  your  conveni- 
ence; and  thus,  with  apparently  good  imprefEons 
and  refolutions,  you  may  remain  deftitute  of  the  power 
of  religion.  You  are  **  almoft  perfuaded ;"  and  here 
you  reft.  Will  this  fatisfy  your  confciences  ?  Or  can 
you  ferioufly  expeft,  in  Uich  a  ftate,  to  inherit  the 
promifes  of  God  ?  O  why  will  you  not  confent  to  ad- 
vance a  little  farther,  and  be  "  altogether,"  what  you 
know  you  ought  to  be  ?  There  are  thofe,  of  a  found 
underftanding,  and  folid  judgment,  who  can  tell  you 
of  the  bleffednefs,  which  they  have  found  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Chrift.  They  argue  rightly,  that  it  is  not  a 
vain  illufion  of  the  fancy,  but  a  delightful  reality,  by 
which  they  are  fupported  and  comforted  in  fevereir 
dangers  and  diftreffes.  With  tender  compaffion  and 
afFedionate  importunity,  they  prefs  you  to  make  the 
trial,  that  you  may  partake  of  their  happinefs.  O 
credit  their  teftimony,  and  rejedl  not  your  own 
mercies !    May   He,  who  alone   can   fubdue    the 


374  tCltlPTUfcB  CHAftACTE»» 

human  heart  to  himfelf,  render  the  exhortation 
effcAual,  and  perfuade  you  to  embrace  the  GoTpel 
without  referve !  May  the  mighty  influence  ef  his 
grace  enable  yaii  to  break  through  all  your  difficul- 
ties, and  make  you  not  only  almoft,.  but  altpgether 
Chrifiiaas!  Ameo. 
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Pauly  fent  as  a  frifoner  to  Rorm^^ixperiencid  gnat 
difficulties  In  bis  voyage— flupwrickia  on  the  ijlanit 
^  Melita-'-'Wrought  mi/acles  there^  and  received 
kindnefs — proceeded  to  Kome — dweb  and  preached  in 
bis  own  boufe  under  cuflody^'^releafed^^travetted  and 
laboured  as  before-^again  imprlfoned^  ^nd  beheaded.  . 

T  H  s  promifes  of  God  in  du^  feafon  wiH  be  AiU 
filled,  however  the  events^  to  w^ch  they  refer,,  ina/ 
feem  to  us  improbable.  What  we,  call  difficulties, 
cannot  poffibly  deieat  or  obfbu£l  the  iiivine  coiinleK 
A  firm  perfuauon  and  pra£tical  application  of:  this' ac« 
knowledged  truth  will  produce  in  ourminds  fubmif- 
fion,  compofure,  confi(J^nce,  and  joy,  throughout 
our  various  cban|;es,  and  calamities.  If,,  ia  depen- 
dence on  the  gracious  declarations  of  Goi%  we.  be.* 
lieve  that  we  ^<  (hall  not  perifl^,  but  have. eternal 
life  ;**  we  fhall  cheerfiiUy  expe^  the  fii>al  confumma- 
tion  of  our  blifs,  whatever  enemies  may  aflault  us, 
or  dangers  befet  our  path.  We  ihall  (ay,  like  the 
great  Apoftle,  whom  we  are  now  contemplating, 
*'  The  Lord  dull  deliver  m^  firom  every  evil  work, 
and  will  preferve  me  to  his. heavenly  kingdom ♦.*• 
The  hiftory  will  (hew,  tl^t  this  (Irong  a^r^ce  of 
the  divine  faithfolne($  w^  not  disappointed*  Let 
us,  then,  take  hotd  of  t&e  Covenant,  which, God  hath 
c(labli(bed  in  Jefus  Chrift ;  fo  (hall  <<  all  things  work 
together  for  good,"  anci  with  lively  hope  we  may 
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<^  caft   all  our  care   upon   Htm,  for  he  careth  for 
us*." 

St.  Paul  had  appealed  to  Cefar  agaiiift  the  malici- 
ous accufatioiiS'of  the  Jews.  As  a  Roman  citizen,  he 
claimed  the  privilege  of  bringing  his  caufe  before  the 
Emperor ;  for  it  fccmed,  that  juftice  was  denied  him  at 
the  inferior  tribunals.  '  The  preceding  circumftances, 
which  led  to  jthis  demand,  were  fo  ordered,  through 
jthe  contVolling  influentfe  of  God,  as  to  he  the  means 
pf  fulfilling  the  declaration,  that  the  "Apoftle  muft 
bear  witnefs  tcf  the  Gofpel  at  Rome.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly fcnt  thither  as  a  prifoner,  together  with 
fome  others  in  fimilJit  circumftance?,  under  the  care 
of  Julius  a  Centurion  f.  They  went  by  fea,  and 
tbc  voyage  proved  extremely  diftrefling  and  danger- 
ous, raul  \hs  accompanied  by  two  GhrifHan  friends^ 
Lukp  the.beWved  'pRjrfic^anj  and  Ariftarchus  a  Ma- 
CcdonfatS,  Who'c^feerfaUy  parfook  of  his  lUffcrings, 
andy'ie^.Ws  'ft\thfir  rtflbciateV,'  afforded  him  peculiar 
Cbhfdatioifi  f>  '■  He  was^  alfo,'  treated  with  much 
kirtdncfs  by  the  Roman*  6fEcer5  and  therefore  at 
Sidon,  where  they  called,  'he  was  permitted  to  vifit 
his/pjou^  ^quaiffcince,  ,and-' prbture  refreJhment. 
Frftm^'this  J:^ce';they  ;^rtecWfec^to  Myr«,  and,  hav- 
injg'thfere  cljah^W  'thbSr  fflit!^,  thej^  wef*;  afterwards 
fd^etaijdedf  by  ^cbntiTary  'x^  ittds^  that  ifmh  great  dif- 
ficuky  they  reached  the  -Parr  'Haveijs,-  a  port  in  th^ 
ifland  of  Crete.        '  .  *.     . 

As  "the  Yeafori'Ws  Vlt  adi^aHceiJ^' tK«-'Kp6ftle  ad- 
yiftd  the  managers  W.thrf.veffei  not-tojuioftcute  the 
ycydf^i  bcjbre 'wiri(;dr;'^hU  (crttnrfhly*  tyaffrted  them  of 
ihe  extrWief  danger  SWniKffg  qfc'whibhjiad,  pr6ba«-' 
biy;  beejd'?nft\liati^d  tdhittC^x't'eVdi^,  But,  hii 
|irecautibn;iiot  W?ng  ie^ndttfl,  Ihii** -again  fet  fail, 
a\id  foorr  petreived.:th6iT  f^ily.  !  THty  were  over-? 
hkcn'hy  a  violent^  ftorm,  ahd  driven  to  the  utmoft 
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Jiftrefs,  even  fo  as  to  be  in  conftant  expe£iation  of 
periihing.  For  feveral  days  they  faw  neither  fun  nor 
ftars  to  guide  them,  and,  of  neceflity,  abandoned  the 
fhip  to  the  winds  and  waves.  Tbey  caft  overboard 
the  articles  of  mcrchandife,  with  which  they  were 
laden,  and,  what  fecmed  far  more  valuable  in  their 
circumftances,  their  very  tacklmg  :  they  apprehend-^ 
ed  that  they  themfelves,  alfo,  fliould  be  overwhelmed 
in  the  deep. 

How,  then,  did  it  appear,  that  Paul  was  undferthe 
immediate  care  and  proteflion  of  Heaven?  Un- 
belief might  have  fuggefted,  that  the  promife  failed, 
and  that  God  had  forgotten  to  be  gracious  *.  But 
that  feafon  of  extremity  rendered  the  divine  iulerpo-. 
fition,  in  favour  of  the  Apoftle>  the  more  confpi* 
cuous,  and  fhewed  to  all  the  company  the  peculiar 
excellence  and  worth  of  this  prifoner.  He  ftood 
forth  before  them,  and^  while  he  blamed  their,  con^* 
tempt  of  his  former  advice,  exhorted  them  ta  di£^ 
mifs  their  fears,  on  the  ground,  of  the  Lont'e  exprefs 
declaration  to  him  in  the  precctHng  night.  Witb 
firmnefs  and  coufage,  he  avowed,  in  the  prefenco 
of  idolaters,  his  relation  and  devotednefs  ta  the  truo 
God,  affirming,  **  His  I  am,  and  Him  I  fervc.'* 
He  told  them,  how  he  had  been  afiqred  by  an  An^ 
gel,  that  he  muft  certainly  be  arraigned  at  Ceiar*s 
tnbunal,  and  that,  though  they  mud  fufferihtpwreclc^ 
tiie  whole  number  of  perfons  with  him,  amounting 
to  more  than  two  hundred  and  feventy,  fhould  bo 
fpared  for  his  fake*,  l^hus,  then,  a  peculiar  honour 
was  put  upon,  the  Lord's  minifter;  and  the  carelefii 
navigators,  furcly,  were  conllrained  to  attend  to  his 
religion.  They  could  not  but  j)erceive,  that  he  was 
fupported  and  comforted  by  a  God,  whom  they  knew 
not,  and  whom  the  winds  and  feas  obeyed.  They 
faw  him  compofed  and  cheerful, .  amidft  the  dafhing 
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of  the  waves,  while  they  thcmfelves  were  opprefleJ 
with  terrible  fear-  Who  would  not  wifli  to  enjoy 
the  (ame  confidence  of  the  divine  fiivour  i 

Trials  and  dangers  oianifeft  the  advantage  of  true 
genuine  piety.  For  this  end  the  Lord  affli(Els  his 
people,  that  they  may  prove  the  tendernefe  of  his 
regard  and  the  power  of  his  grace.  He  is  glorified 
in  them,  when  they  can  fubmit,  truft,  and  rejoice^ 
amidft  florms  and  tempefts,  through  a  dependence 
on  his  word :  this  is  what  others  cannot  attain.r  We 
aflc,  Can  you  of  a  truth  declare,  as  St.  Paul,  <*  His: 
I  am,  and  Him  I  ferve  V*  Or,  are  you  not  sUhamed 
to  avow  ^our  attachment  to  him,  in  the  prefence  of 
his  enemies  I  If  you  do  indeed  confide  in  his  mercy, 
his  promife  to  you  will  be  fure :  ^*  He  will  never 
leave  you,  nor  forfake  you.**  Though  you  may 
feem  to  be  tofTed  aboat  on  a  troubled  ocean,  nothing 
(hall  feparate  you  from  his  love,  or  prevent  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  his  purpofes  in  your  behalf.  Like 
the  Apoftle,  «<  believe  Crod,  that  it  fliall  be  even  as 
it  is  told  you :"  you  need  not  defire  any  better  fe- 
eurity  for  your  hopes.  You  fliouki,  alfo,  feel  com- 
paffion,  and  offer  many  prayers,  for  thofe  around 
you,  in  the  bmc  town  or  family,  who  know  not 
the  Lord  :  perhaps^  they  will  be  fpared  for  your  fakes. 

After  thirteen  days  of  perplexity  and  diftrefs,  the 
mariners  (ufpedled  about  midnight,  that  they  were  ap* 
preaching  to  C  me  land,  and  were  alarmed  by  the  fear 
of  being  dafhed  to  pieces  upon  rocks.  They  formed 
the  fcheme,  therefore,  of  efcaping  in  the  fmall  boat ; 
but  Paul  prevented  them,  by  declaring  to  the  Centu- 
rion, that  their  continuance  in  the  (hip  was  neeeflary 
to  the  fafety  of  the  whole.  Though  aflUred  that  no- 
lives  could  be  loft,  yet  he  thought  itabfolutely  requi-- 
fite  to  hinder  their  flight :  and,  if  we  do  not  remem* 
ber  that  the  events,  which.  God  hath  promi&d,  de- 
pend upon  the  means,  which  he  hath  ordained,  our 
fiuth  will  lead  us  to  prefumption..     The  boat  was 
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abandoned  :  and,  while  they  were  eagerly  wifliing  for 
the  light,  he  exprefled  his  confidence  th^t  all  fliould 
be  preferved,  and  encouraged  theni  to  take  food  for 
their  refrefhmenty  as  their  flrength  was  nearly  ex- 
bauftcd.  He  looked  up  to  God,  in  their  prefence,^ 
with  devout  adoration  of  his  goodnefs,  for  the  bread 
which  yet  remained :  he  himfelf  did  eat,  and  they 
were  induced  to  follow  his  example. 

The  day  came  on,  and  they  perceived  that  they 
were  approaching  to  the  fliore.     They  endeavoured 
to  dired  the  (hip  into  a  creek  ^  but  through  the  vio- 
lence of  a  current  they  were  driven  upon  the  fand^ 
and  by  the  force  of  the  waves  the  vcffel  was  broken: 
in  pieces.     All  was  confudon.     The  foldiers,  dread- 
ing the  efcape  of  the  prifoners,  propofed  to  difpatcb 
them ;  but,  for  the  Apoftle's  fake,  they  were  fpared* 
Unwilling  to  confent  to  his  death,  the  Centurioi|. 
interpofed  to  prev«nt  the  fcheme,  and  gave  orders^ 
riiat  all   might  be  permitted  to  confult  their  own    • 
fefety;  and  th«s,  the  whole  company  were  prcfervcd 
by  different  means,  and  conveyed  to  land. 
.    Do  we  not  perceive  the  hand  of  God  ovcr-ruliii|j 
thefe  various  circumftances,  for  the  proteSion  of  his, 
faithful  fervant,  and  with  a  view  to  th6  propagatioii 
of  the  Gofpel?     In  like  manner,.  He  will   rende^ 
a]l  events  fubfervient  to  the  final  deliverance  of  hi$ 
people :    but  in  the  H»can  feafon  He  proves  their  fin<* 
cerity,  by  making  them  pais  through  much  tribulation* 
We  would  encourage  your  expedation  of  a  happy 
iffue^,    if  you  be  truly  reconciled  to  him  by  Jcfus 
Chrift.     Many  and  formidable  dangers  may  feem  ta 
ob({ru£t  your  path ;  but  you  ihali  fiirely  reach  the 
promifed  inheritance*     In'  your  own  apprehenfion^ 
you  may  efcape  with  much  difBculty,  like  the  fhip- 
wrecked  mariners  before  us,  who  were  borne  to  the 
(bore,  ^  foroe  on  boards,  and  fome  on  broken  pieces 
of  the  (hip :"    yet  the  Lord,  whom  you  truft,  will 
being  you  to  your  dtfircd  haven* 
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The  fcattcred  company  were  again  collefted  on 
the  ifland  of  Melita,  where,  in  their  diftrefs,  they 
met  with  remarkixble  kindnefs  from' the  inhabitants*. 
Some  circumftances,  there  alfo,  drew  the  general 
attention  to  St,  Paul^  and,  perhaps,  prepared  the 
way  for  a  favourable  acceptance  of  the  Gofpel. 
Whilft  he  was  employed  in  aflifting  to  kindle  a  fire^ 
a  viper  fuddenly  faflened  upon  his  hand. 

He  had  been  preferved  from  the  violence  of  a  tem- 
peft,  and  the  rage  of  the  fea:  and  now  the  venomous 
bite  of  a  little  animal  was  thought  likely  to  be  fatal. 
Ah  !  what  is  our  life !  To  how  many  dangers  ex- 
pofcd  !  No  fooner  are  we  delivered  from  one,  than 
another  fucceeds ;  nor  is  there  a  moment,  in  which 
we  are  not  liable  to  a  frefh  attack.  Any  trifling 
event,  as  well  as  that  which  appears  *moft  formidable,^ 
may  prove  de(lru(Stive.  But  the  ferpent  could  not 
hurt  the  Apoftle,  whom  the  God  of  heaven  was 
engaged  to  proted :  he  fhook  it  into  the  fire,  and 
lelt  no  harm.  The  natives  beheld  and  wondered. 
They  expected  his  immediate  death  from  this  poifon* 
ous  creature,  and  confidered  him  as  a  murderer, 
whom  divine  veneearure  had  marked  for  its  obje£t. 
But,  when  they  (aw  that  no  bad  effe£l  fidlowed,  they 
were  ready  to  adore  him  as  a  deity. 

A  miraculous  influence  was  exerted  by  the  ApoC» 
tie,  not  for  hirafelf  alone,  but  for  the  relief  of  othcrs.^ 
Publius,  a  principal  perfon,  probably  the  governor 
of  the  ifland,  entertained  the  (hipwrecked  company 
with  Angular  hofpitallty  j  and  he  was  well  repaid  for 
his  kindnefs.  His  father  being  then  affliSed  with  a 
difeafe,  which  threatened  his  life,  Paul  prayed  for 
him,  and  inftantly  reftored  his  health,  ©iffirent 
cures  were  alfo  v/rought  upon  various  inhabitants, 
who  were  therefore  difpofed  to  revere  this  man  of 
God,  and  to  provide  both  him  and  his  afibciates  with 
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every  thing  neceflary ;  fc^r  they  prefuired  "to  proceed 
on  their  voyage,  after  a  continuance  of  three  months. 
Doubtlefs,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  recommending 
-the  Saviour  to  their  notice  and  acceptance,  and  of 
improving  the  time  of  his  abode  amongft  them  for 
the  moil  valuable  purpofes.  Such  was  his  fervent 
zeal,  that  he  could  not  refrain  his  lips  from  proclaim- 
ing the  rich  mercy  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrift.  Perhaps, 
then,  the  (hipwreclc  proved  the  happy  means  of  heal- 
ing many  fouls  as  well  as  bodies  of  thefe  courceous 
illandcrs,  and  thus  extending  falvation  to  them  who 
were  ready  to  perifh. 

At  length  the  company  departed  from  the  place, 
and,  afte^  touching  at  Syracufe  and  Rhegium,  came 
to  Puteoli,  where,  at  the  requeft  of  certain  Chrif- 
tians,  Paul  and  his  friends  obtained  permiflioa  to 
remain  a  week.  Afterwards  he  proceeded  by  land 
towards  Rome.  The  account  of  his  approach  had 
reached  that  famous  city;  and  in  fuch  eftimation 
was  he  there  held  among  them  who  had  embraced  the 
faith,  that  they  went  out  to  meet  him,  fome  to  the 
diftance  of  fifty,  others  of  more  than  jhirty  'miles, 
and  conducted  him  on  the  road. 

Their   kind  attendance  in  fuch  circumftances  af- 
forded him  peculiar  pleafure:    it  excited  gratitude  to 
God,  and  infpired  him  with   frelh  life  and   vigour. 
Perhaps  he  began  to  droop :    but,  when  he  faw  the 
dear  brethren,  to  whom   he  had    written    his  inva- 
luable Epiftle  a  few  years  before,    and   over  whom- 
he  had  rejoiced  as  fellow-heirs,  he  was  cheered  and 
animated.     "  He  thanked  God,  and  took  courage.** 
Then  he  was  willing,  that  Nero  fliould  do  his  worft: 
he  fiirunk  not  from  danger  or  death,  when  he  per- 
ceived fome  of  the  glorious  effects  of  divine  grace 
.  among  the  inhabitants  of  Rome ;   and  he  gave  vent 
to  the  nobleft  affeftions,  while  he  felt  a  warm  at- 
tachment to  thefe  followers  of  his  Lord,  and  th« 
ftrongeft  emotions  of  delight  iiitVievt  fo^\^\.^%    V4^ 
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a(k,  Is  this  the  kind  of  happinefs,  which  you  hav>€{ 
experienced  ?  Do  you  **  love  the  brotherhood,"  or 
iknow  any  thing  of  •*  the  communion  of  faints?*'' 
Would  the  very  fight  of  them  revive  your  hearts, 
•when  oppreJTed  with  trouble?  We  pity  you,  as 
Grangers  to  tbemoft  exquifite  feafibility,  if  you  have 
not  tailed  the  fweetnrfs  of  Chriftian  friendfhip.  But, 
if  you  enjoy  that  ineftimable  privilege,  we  exhort 
you  to  improve  it  for  mutual  edification  and  comfort. 
Value  your  opportunities  of  intercourfe  with  pious 
perfons,  and,  by  your  converfation  and  prayers,  en- 
deavour to  infpire  each  other  with  a  holy  fortitude^ 
though  you  are  travelling  together,  as  Paul  and  his 
companions,  to  meet  a  powerful  and  malignant 
enemy* 

When  they  came  to  Rome,  the  prifoners  were 
delivered  to  the  proper  officer ;  but  the  Apoftle,  be- 
ing fep^rated  from  the  reft  by  peculiar  favour,  was 
permitted  to  dwell  in  an  habitation  of  his  own,  under 
the  cuftody  of  a  foldier,  to  whom,  probably,  he  was 
chained.  In  this  new  fituation,  he  (hewed  the  fame 
zeal  and  courage  for  the  defence  and  propagation  of 
the  Gofpel,  as  before.  Three  days  after  his  arrival, 
he  fent  for  the  principal  perfons  among  the  Jews, 
who  refided  there,  and  explained  to  them  the  true 
caufe  of  his  imprifonment.  He  afTured  them,  that 
he  was  brought  into  thofe  circumftances,  not  for  any 
real  offence  committed,  but  only  for  maintaining 
•*  the  hope  of  Ifrael,"  and  publifning  that  falvation, 
which  had  been  promifed  to  this  people,  and  was 
then  procured  for  them  by  their  long  expe<^ed  Mef- 
fiah. 

They  had  nothing  to  allege  in  reply,  except  the 
general  prejudice,  which  has  always  been  urged  as  an 
objediion  to  the  religion  of  Jefus,  when  its  powerful 

,  influence  appears  i   **  This  feft  is  every  where  fpo- 
ken^gainft."     Many  defired  tp  hrar  his  account  of 

-Chriflianity :  a  time  was  fet  i  and  for  a  whole  day 


^gcdier  he  continued  to  expound  and  prore  ihe  do^ 
^ines  v(  the  Gofpel  from  their  own  (criptures,  mA 
earnefUy  perfuaded  them  to  accept  the  Saviour* 
The  effea  was  different  upon  different  perfons;; 
fome  of  them  embracing  the  faith,  but  others  rejeft- 
ing  it  with  contempt.  While  they  contended  among, 
themfelves,  the  Apoflle  difmlflbd  them  with  that 
prophetic  admonition,  which  was  once  delivered  to 
their  fathers,  denouncing  a  judicial  blindnefs  and  ob- 
duracy of  heart,  as  a  punifhnicnt  for  flighted  mercy  •. 
He  then  declared,  that,  having  propofed  to  them  the 
offer  of  falvation,  he  fhould  turn  to  the  Gentiles,  and 
doubted  not  of  a  favourable  reception. 

In  thisftate  of  confinemeiit  St,  Paul  remained  two 
years  5  hiscaufe  being  negleited  or  deferred  by  thf 
Emperor.  But,  even  there,  he  obtained  peculiar 
indulgence,  and  was  eminently  honoured  as  an  in- 
ftrument  of  extenfivc  good.  Though  a  prifoner,  he 
met  with  no  interruption:  his  labours  were  more 
private  and  contrafled  than  before,  but  they  were 
vnceafing.  All,  who  chofe,  had  free  accefs  to  him 
/or  inftruiSlion ;  and  he  continued,  without  fear  or 
reftraint,  to  exhibit  the  glorious  charafter  of  the 
Redeemer,  and  inculcate  a  cordial  fubmiffion  to  the 
government  of  his  grace.  Yet  wife  and  earncft  as 
his  exhortations  were,  we  wonder  not  that  they 
were  defpifed  by  many,  on  account  of  the  ignominious 
iituation  of  the  preacher.  Whilll  he  appeared  as  a 
criminal,  chained  by  the  hand  to  a  common  foldier, 
there  rauft  have  been  a  ftrong  prejudice  againft  him, 
and  a  confiderable  difficulty  in  believing,  that  he  was 
Co  diftinguiihed  a  tneffenger  of  Heaven,  appointed  to 
declare  the  way  of  falvation.  But  fome  were  dif« 
pofed  by  a  divine  influence  to  look  beyond  the  mean«>. 
Befs  of  his  exteraal  circumftances,  and  to  receive  his. 
W^d  with  reverence  and" obedience,  as  the  word  of 
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the  living  God.  O  how  great  is  the  mercy,  to  be 
delivered  from  all  thofe  carnal  regards  and  common 
objcdtiens,  which  unfit  the  mind  for  a  fair  examina- 
tion of  the  truth ! 

We  learn  from  feveral  of  St.  Paul's  ^piflleSi  that 
his  labours  at  Rome  wore  attended  with  great  fac^ 
ccfs.^  There  had  been  indeed,  for  fome  vears,  a 
fociety  of  Chriftians  in  that  place,  whofe  **  mith  was 
fpoken  of  throughout  the  whole  world  *-"  But  then 
they  became  more  confirmed  in  their  principles,  and 
(aw  their  numbers  increafc.  The  Lord  God  can  make 
his  caufe  and  his  people  to  profper  under  the  heavieft 
preflures,  and  notwithilanding  the  moft  violent  oppo- 
fition.  We  might  have  thought,  while  the  Apoftlc 
W4S  a  prifoner  for  the  Gofpel's  fake,  that  men  would 
have  been  afraid  or  afliamed  to  profefs  any  attach- 
ment to  him  or  his  do(5trines.  But  the  contrary  ef- 
feSt  appeared  j  and  it  has  wonderfully  difplayed  the 
hand  of  God.  "  Many  of  the  brethren,  waxing  con- 
fident by  his  bonds,  were  much  more  bold  tofpeak 
the  word  without  fear  f."  Frefh  converts  were 
added  to  the  church.  Onefimu?,  who,  it  fhould  fecm, 
had  been  a  diflioneft  fervant  of  Philemon,  heard  the 
preacher  in  his  confinement,  and  thence  became  "  a 
faithful  and  beloved  brother  |.''  Then,  aJfo,  the 
Gofpel  found  admiilion,  where  we  fhould  have  ima- 
gined it  impoffible  to  fucceed,  even  in  the  court  of 
Nero.  That  profane  prince  hated  and  perfecuted 
this  new  religion  :  but  fome  of  his  attendants  or  do- 
meftics  were  led  to  examine  and  embrace  it,  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  imprifonment  of  its  moft  ftrcnuous 
advocate,  and  proved  an  honour  to  their  profeffion  ||. 
HoA^  myfterious  are  the  ways  of  God  I  '  He  ac- 
compliihes  his  purpofes  by  fuch  means,  as  we  (hould 
never  have  devifed.     What  fituation  could  be  more 

•  Rom.  i.  8.  t  Phil.  i.  14-  J  Philcnc.  lo.    CoL  it.  9t 

I  Phil.  1.  13.  iff  az« 

>^^.vQurabIe 


ST.  PAUL.  385 

unfavourable  to  Chriftianity,  than  the  palace  of  the 
Emperor  ?  But  Jehovah  "  will  work  ;  and  who 
fhall  let  it*?"  An  Apoftle  is  fent  to  Rome  under 
criminal  accufations,  and  pleads  his  caufe  before 
Cefar,  in  order  that  fome  of  the  hcufliold  may  hear 
and  be  converted.  The  dafk  difpenfaticm  was  big 
with  mercy.  The  events,  which  we  fhould  have 
lamented,  as  moft  deplorable,  were  defigned  to  con- 
firm and  propagate  the  Gofpel.  Let  us  cheerfully 
leave  the  care  of  the  Church  in  the  Lord's  hands* 
He  reigneth  t  and  He  beft  knows  what  is  moft  ex- 
pedient for  his  own  glory. 

The  various  focieties  of  Chriftians  in  different  parts, 
and  even  to  this  very  day,  have  reaped  great  advan- 
tage from  the  bonds  of  St.  Paul.  Had  he  not  been' 
a  prifoner,  he  might  not  have  written  fo  large  a 
portion  of  the  facred  volume.  Some  of  the  rich 
fruits  of  his  confinement,  we  perceive  in  thofe  ex- 
cellent Epiftles  which  are  addrefl'ed  to  the  Ephefians, 
Phjlippians,  Coloilians,  and  Hebrews:  and  we  praife 
God,  that  the  Jeifure,  afforded  him  at  Rome,  wasi 
employed  for  our  profit.  It  appears  from  thofe  ani- 
mated and  infpired  compofttions,  that  he  rejoiced  in 
his  fufFerings,  and  was  fo  far  carried  above  the  fear  of 
death,  as  to  exult  in  the  profpe6tt.  It  has  been 
thought,  that  he  then  felt,  more  than  ever,  the  blefT- 
ednefs  of  his  own  principles^  and  ergoyed  a  peculiar 
elevation  of  foyl.  O  let  us  not  fhrink  from  afflic- 
tions !  They  may  be  defigned  to  confirm  and  in- 
creafe  our  experience  of  the  power  and  comforts  o£ 
true  religion^ 

The  diftrefles  of  the  Apoftle  gave  occafion  for 
fome  kind  and  liberal  exertions  among  his  friends. 
He  received  feafonable  fupplics  for  his  fupport  from 
the  Chriftians  at  Philippi,  by  that  honoured  meflen- 
ger  Epaphroditus,  "  who  miniftered  to  his  wants  J." 
Onefiphorus,  alfo,  is  commended,  for  having  "  often 
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refreftied  him,  and  not  being  aftiamed  of  his  chain  V* 
But  he  met  with  trials  more  painful  than  the  fury 
of  his  avowed  enemies,  from  the  perfidy  of  falfe  pro- 
feflbrs,  and  the  unfteadinefs  of  certain  fincere  be- 
lievers. "  All  they,"  fays  he,  "  wrhich  are  in  Afia, 
are  turned  away  from  me  +.'*  Many  of  his  former 
friends  were  fo  in/iuenced  by  felfifh  regards  or  mif- 
conceptrons  of  h'S  conduft,  as  to  (hew  a  ftrange 
difafFetSion.  Nay,  he  declare?,  that,  when  he  was 
brought  before  Nero,  "  at  his  firft  anfwer,  no  man 
flood  with  him  ;  but  all  men  forfook  him  J."  Such 
a  general  -defertion  was  beyond  meafure  afflidlive. 
We  arc  ready  to  afk.  Where  were  the  Chriftians, 
whom  he  celebrated  in  his  Epiftle?  Where  the 
brethren,  who  travelled  fifty  miles  to  meet  him  ? 
Or  why  this  change  of  difpofition?  How  forcibly 
Joes  this  teach  us,  that  "  it  is  better  to  truft  in  the 
Lord,  than  to  put  confidence  in  man||!'*  Yet  let 
us  beware  of  drawing  rafli  conclufions,  or  condemn- 
ing all  thofc  as  hypocrites,  who  may  betray  an  oc- 
caiional  weaknefs  and  timidity :  for  fo  did  our  great 
reformer  Archbifhop  Cranmer  ;  fo  did  the  Apoftle 
Peter.  Perhaps  the  very  perfons,  who  behaved  in 
this  difgraceful  manner  at  Rome,  were  afterwards 
recovered,  and  enabled  to  give  decifive  proofs  of  in- 
tegrity, fortitude,  and  zeal. 

At  the  end  of  two  years,  St.  Paul,  being 
^6^J  arraigned  before  the  Emperor,  was  honourably 
acquitted,  and  reftored  to  his  liberty.'  That 
cruel  and  haughty  tyrant  feemed  unlikely  to  favour 
the  prifoner :  but  Nero*s  fury  was  reftrained,  be- 
'Caufe  it  was  defigned,  that  the  life  of  this  faithful 
ambaflador  for  Chrift  Ihould  be  fpared  a  little  longer 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Church.  Hear  his  own  ac- 
count :  "  The  Lord  ftood  with  me,  and  ftrengthened 
xne ;  that  by  me  die  preaching  might  be  fully  known, 
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and  that  all  the  Gentiles  might  hear  :  and  I  was  delivered 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion  *."  O  be  encouraged 
to  perfevere  with  a  holy  fervour  and  intrepidity,  if 
you  ferve  the  Lord  Chrift !  Your  divine  Mafter 
will  furely  p^ote^Sl  you  againft  all  the  machinations 
of  your  opponents,  and  lupport  you  in  your  place,. 
till  the  work  affigned  you  be  completed. 

After  his  releafe,  the  Apollle  travelled  as  before, 
and  continued  with  his  ufual  ailiduity  to  propagate 
the  Gofpel  two  or  three  years.  During  that  time  he 
made  a  journey  to  Spain,  fome  have  thought  to  F" ranee 
alfo,  and,  poffibly,  to  this  Iflandf.  Perhaps,  he  tooic 
another  circuit  among  the  Afiatic  churches,  efta- 
blifhed  fome  Chriftian  focieties  in  Crete,  which  he 
committed  to  the  care  of  Titus,  and  again  viHted 
the  Philippians,  as  he  had  intimated,  "  for  their  fur- 
therance  and  joy  of  faith  J/'  This,  at  leaft,  is 
evident,  that  he  was  not  afhamed  or  weary  of  the 
fervice,  in  which  he  had  embarked,  and  that  he 
ceafed  not  from  his  labours  of  love,  till  he  put  oiF 
his  earthly  tabernacle.  He  returned  to  Rome,  with 
the  view,  probably,  of  confirming  his  former  tefti- 
mony  in  that  city,  and,  on  fome  pretence  or  other, 
was  once  more  caft  into  prifon.  St.  Chryfoftom 
relates,  that,  a  concubine  of  Nero  being  converted 
by  means  of  the  Apoftle,  the  tyrant  was  exafperated, 
commanded  him  to  be  taken  into  cuftody,  and  fooa 
afterwards  put  him  to  death. 

In  that  laft  confinement  he  wrote  his  fecond  Epid. 
tie  to  Timothy,  under  the  expedlation  of  fufFering  5 
and  therefore  it  contains  his  mod  deliberate  fenti« 
ments  and  folemn  views  of  eternity.  It  appears,  that 
he  did  not  repent  of  his  exertions  in  the  fervice  of 
his  Lord,  fludluate  in  his  opinions,  or  ftagger  in  hi$ 
hopes.     It  fhould  feem,  from  his  own  folemn  de* 
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clarations,  that  he  ftlll  wiflied  to  encourage  others 
in  the  faith,  and  exulted  in  his  own  profpecSs  of 
heaven.  How  animated  are  his  expreflionsi  ^' I 
am  not  aftiamcd  ;  for  I  know  whom  I  have  believed, 
and  am  perfuadcd  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which 
I  have  committed  unto  him  againft  that  day*/' 
*'  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand,  I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 
I  have  finifhed  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith. 
Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righte- 
oufnefs,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  (hall 
give  me  at  that  day:  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto 
all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing  f."  The  know- 
ledge and  the  love  of  Chrift  will  enable  us  likewife 
to  (peak  the  fame  language,  and  infpire  us  with  con- 
fidence and  joy,  though  we  (hould  fee  death  approach- 
ing in  the  moft  tremendous  forms.  Ah !  how  few 
have  felt  the  full  influence  of  the  Gofpel,  or  attained 
its  exalted  privileges?  This  may  teach  us  to  ac- 
count for  our  floth  and  cowardice.  While  we  are 
ftrangers  to  the  grace  of  Jefus,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
we  decline  every  arduous  fervice,  and  tremble  at  the 
intimations  of  our  difTolution. 

St.  Paul  clofed  his  life  in  the  moft  honourable 
^' ^'  manner,  and  fealed  with  his  blood  the  doc- 
trines, which  he  had  long  fo  zealoufly  main- 
tained. He  fuffered  about  the  fame  time  as  St, 
Peter,  but  not  by  crucifixion  :  being  a  Roman  citi- 
zen he  was  beheaded.  It  is  furprifing,  not  that  he 
Was  cut  off  by  the  hand  of  violence  at  laft,  but  that 
fo  firm  an  advocate  for  the'  Gofpel  fhould  be  fpared 
fo  long,  in  the  midft  of  powerful  and  malignant  op- 
pofers.  How  eminent  does*  his  character  appear ! 
How  valuable  his  labours ! .  How  glorious  his  death ! 
Do  we  not  confider  his  crown  of  martyrdom,  as 
ail  enviable  diAindion?      Let  us  fight  the  good 
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£gbt  of  feith ;  and  we  alfo  {hall  conquer,  as  he  did, 
when  taking  leave  of  the  world. 

He  was  exalted  above  others  by  his  wifdom,  zeal> 
and  (uccefs  ;  by  gifts>  vifions,  and  revelations  of  the 
Lord.  "  He  was  caught  up  into  paradife,  and  heard 
unfpeakable  words*."  He  "was  not  a  whit  be* 
hind  the  very  chiefeft  Apoftles  f  :'^  nay,  he  "  la- 
boured more  abundantly  than  they  all  J,"  and,  pro- 
bably, pofTefled  peculiar  powers  and  authority  in  his 
high  fun£tion  ||.  But,  notwithftanding  his  honoura-^ 
ble  privileges,  his  fufFerings  were  extreme  :  and  evert 
in  thefe  he  feemed  more  efpecially  to  exult.  Let  us 
hear  his  own  account :  "  We  are  troubled  on  every 
fide, — perplexed, — perfecuted, — caft  down,  —  always- 
^bearing  about  in  the  body  the  dying  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  §  :"  "  in  all  things  approving  ourfelves  as  the 
minifters  of  God,  in  much  patience,  in  afflidlions,. 
in  neceffities,  in  diftrefles,  in  ftripes,  in  imprifon- 
ments,  in  tumults,  in  labours,  in  watchings,  in  fall- 
ings I."  "  Of  the  Jews  five  times  received  I  forty 
ftripes  fave  one.  Thrice  was  I  beaten  with  rods^ 
once  was  I  ftoned,  thrice  I  fuffered  (hipwreck;  a 
night  and  a  day  I  have  been  in  the  deep  :  in  jour- 
ney in  gs  often,  in  perils  of  waters,  in  perils  of  rob- 
bers, in  perils  by  mine  own  countrymen,  in  perils  by 
the  heathen,  in  perils  in  the  city,  in  perils  in  the- 
wildernefs,  in  perils  in  the  Tea,  in  perils  among  falfe^ 
brethren  ;  in  wearinefs  and  painfulnefs,  in  watchings 
often,  in  hunger  and  thirft,  in  feftings  often,  in  cold 
and  nakednefs.  Befides  thoie  things  that  are  with- 
out, that  which  cometh  upon  me  daily,  the  care  of 
all  the  churches  **/' 

He  had  one  particular  trial,  of  which  a  clear  ac-' 
count  is  not  given  us.     He  calls  ^^  it  a  thorn  in  the 

•  2  Cor.  xii.  4.     f  xi.  5.     J  i  Cor»  xv.  10.      I  i  Cor.  y.  4,  ^,.  y 
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flefh  *  ;"  which  implies  that  it  was  fomething  as 
painful  to  his  mind,  as  any  (harp  or  pointed  iiiftru- 
ment,  continually  piercing  him,  would  be  to  his 
body.  Some  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  a  deformed  ap- 
pearance, or  difficulty  of  elocution,  with  which  his 
enemies  upbraided  him,  and  he  himfelf  was  diftre/Ted, 
as  it  rendered  his  preaching  lefs  acceptable.  The 
obje£lion  was  urged  j  *'  His  bodily  prefencc  is 
wcaic,  and  his  fpeech  contemptible  f."  As  this 
feemcd  likely  to  obftruft  his  ufefulnefs,  it  excited  the 
keener  anguilh.  His  fpiritual  adverfary  took  the  ad- 
vantage, and  made  it  the  ground  of  a  fevere  tempta- 
tion :  it  was,  therefore,  "  the  meflenger  of  Satan  to 
buffet  him,"  Yet  God  permitted  it  for  his  good, 
and  deiigned  it  to  prevent  or  countera^  any  bad 
eWeSty  which  his  eminence  in  the  Church  might  pro- 
duce upon  his  mind ;  <^  left  he  fhould  be  exalted 
above  oieafure  through  the  abundance  of  his  revela- 
tions," In  this,  however,  as  in  other  trials,  he 
fought  relief  from  heaven.  He  prayed  with  peculiar 
importunity,  and  obtained  that  remarkable  afflirance 
from  the  Saviour,  "  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee  : 
for  my  ftrength  is  made  perfefl  in  weaknefs/'  Then 
his  fears  were  difperfed  j  and,  perceiving  a  peculiar 
fuitablenefs  and  mercy  in  the  appointment,  he  de- 
clared, "  Moft  gladly  therefore  will  I  rather  glory  in 
my  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrifl:  may  reft 
upon  me."  The  example  is  highly  inftruflive :  it 
fhews  us  the  nature,  neceffity,  aad  falutary  tendency 
of  thofe  calamities  and  temptations,  by  which  ad- 
vanced believers  are  frequently  opprefled  •,  but  it  like- 
wife  teaches  us,  with  what  temper  of  mind  we  (hould 
fufFer,  and  whaj  ftrong  fupport  and  confolation  we 
may  expef^,  if  we  confide  in  the  Redeemer. 

After   all,  the   moft  diftinguiftiing  lineaments   ia 
the  Apoftle's  charadler  were  an  unfhaken  and  affec- 
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^nate  attachment  to  his  Lord,  an  cxtenfive  and 
generous  benevolence  to  men,  and  an  ardent  defire 
to  fav^  their  fouls,  whatever  dangers  he  himfelf  might 
fuftain.  The  warmeft  profeffions  fecrhed  too  w^eak  to 
exprefs  the  fervour  of  his  heart.  Wh;at  words  are 
thofe!  "The  love  of  Chi-ill  conftraineth  us*.'* 
"  I  will  very  gladly  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  you^ 
though  the  more  abundantly  I  love  you,  the  lefs  I  be 
loved  f/'  '*  Y^ea,  and  if  I  be  offered  upon  the  fa*« 
crifice  aqd  fervice  of  your  faith,  I  joy  and  rejoicer 
with  you  all  J." 

We  arc  aware,  that  even  a  diftant  refemblancc  and 
imitation  of  the  pattern  here  exhibited  would  now 
be  laughed  at,  as  the  fure  mark  of  madnefs  and  en* 
thufiafm.  But  the  fear  of  fuch  reproach  ought  not 
to  deter  us  :  it  will  be  an  honourable  badge,  in  which 
we  may  glory.  Few,  alas  !  are  in  danger  of  coming 
under  that  cenfure.  Arc  we  not  very  remote  from* 
that  peculiar  exc.llency  of  temper  and  conduA,  fcfr 
which  the  Apoftle  has  been  fo  juftly  celebrated  f 
And  will  it  avail  us  any  thing,  to  admire  this  bright 
example,  or  that  of  any  other  faint,  if  we  petfitt  ia 
thofe  praSices,  which  are  totally  diflimilar  and  op- 
pofite  ?  No:  we  fhall  tiiereby  betray,  more  evi- 
dently, our  own  bafeneff,  and  enfure  our  final  con- 
demnation, -  But,  if  with  fincerity  of  heart  we  dcfire 
and  endeavour  to  follow  St,  Paul,  as  he  followed 
Chrift,  we  may  triumph  in  the  hope  of  being  where 
he  is,  and  joining  the  glorious  company  of  thofe^ 
who  are  redeemed  to  God  from  the  earth,  and  who* 
Ihall  furround  his  throne  for  ever. 

•  z  Cor.  ▼•  14.        f  xii.  J$p        t  ^^  ii*  i^«- 
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CORNELIUS- 
CHAP.    X. 

C^meRufj  a  Roman  Centurion — his  devotion  and  libera^ 
lity-^encouraged  by  an  Angela  and  dire£fed  to  fend  for 
St,  Peter — received  the  Apofile^  defired  his  tnjlruc- 
tionsy  and  during  his  addrefs  was  endued  with  the 
Holy  Ghofi — baptized — requejied  Peter*s  continue 
ance^^probably  retained  hisfttuation  in  the  army* 

J.  HE  calling  of  the  Gentiles  and  their  admiffion 
into  the  Chriftian  Church  is  an  event  of  great  im- 
portance in  ecclcfiaftical  hiftoryj  and  a  di ft inft  ac- 
count is  given  us  of  the  way,  in  which  that  gracious 
difpenfation  was  introduced.  The  Apoftles  had  been 
charged  to  teach  all  nations,  and  receivfc  by  baptifm 
thofe,  who  fliould  profefs  the  faith*;  but  fo  partial 
were  their  views,  fo  bigotted  their  minds  in  favour  of 
the  Jews,  that  a  particular  revelation  fecmed  ncceffary 
to  explain  to  them  the  extent  of  their  commifSon, 
and  difpofc  them  to  accept  the  Gentiles  as  fellow  heirs. 
At  length,  the  divine  will  being  manifefted  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  exclude  all  doubt,  the  partition  wall  was 
broken  down :  thofe,  who  had  been  "  aliens  from  the 
commonwealth  of  Ifrael,"  were  taken  into  the  Church 
of  Chrift,  and  admitted  to  its  full  privileges. 

Cornelius,  a  Roman  Centurion,  was  feledtcd  from 
the  Pagan  world,  as  the  firft  inftance  of  this  diftin- 
guiflied  mercy,  and,  by  the  exprefs  appointment  of 
Heaven,  enrolled  among  the  number  of  the  faithful  ♦. 

*  Miitt.  xxviil.  19.        -f  A^s  x«  i^  &c« 
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We  ought  not  to  demand  the  reafon,  for  whiA  he 
obtained  this  honourable  preference,  fince  God  diftjri- 
butes  his  favours  as  He  pleafes ;  but  fuch  was  his- 
amiable  charafter  before  his  extraordinary  call,  that 
he  feemed  Jefs  likely  than  many  others  to  excite  the- 
prejudices  of  the  Jews.  He  was  a  man  of  integrity  . 
and  ferioufnefs,  under  the  guidaiKe  and  renewing  in- 
fluence of  the  Holy  Ghoft :  his  views  were  dark,  but" 
he  walked  uprightly,  according  to  his  light.  He  had  * 
been  led,  perhaps  in  a  gradual  mannefy  to  feek  recon- 
ciliation with  God ;  and  therefore,  though  ignorant  of 
the  particular  difpenfation  revealed  in  the  Gofpel,  he 
poflcffed  a  previous  preparation  of  mind  for  its  recep- 
tion. With  his  convi<5lions  and  impreflions,  he  could' 
not  but  be  ready  to  accept  the  falvation  of  Chrift,, 
when  fairly  propofed. 

In  all  cafes  converfion  is  effefled  by  the  agency  of 
God,  '*  from  whom  all  holy  defire^  all  good  coun- 
feis,  and  all  juft  works  do  proceed*."    The  very  firftr 
tendency  to  real,  fpiritual  religion,   its  beginning,  as- 
well  as  its  continuance,  prggrefs,  and  perfe^Sion  in> 
the  foul,  muft  be  afcribed  to  Him ;  "  for  it  is  God,, 
which  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his- 
good  pleafuref."     But  the  methods  of  his  grace  are 
different  in  different  perfons.     With  fome  a^fudden* 
change  is  produced  j  their  darkncfs  is  almoft  inftantly 
difperfed  j  hope  and  comfort  break  in  upon  them;  and  • 
.they  foon  attain  a  clear  and  decifive  evidence  of  their 
acceptance.     But^others  difcover  a  gradual  alteration,, 
and,  though  ferioufly  difpofed  and  truly  devoted  to 
God,  remain  in  much  ignorance  and  perplexity.      It 
may  be  difficult,  for  fome  lime,  to  pronounce  con- 
cerning their  ftute :.  yet  of  this  we  are  aflured,  that 
the  feed  of  God,  implanted  in  the  foul,  is  incorruptible,, 
and  will  fpring  up  to  everlafting  life  J.     Whatever 
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delays  or  obftrudtioiis  there  may  be,  the  final  ifliic  will 
be  fafe  and  glorious. 

Cornelius,  as  being  unci rcumcifed  and  a  "  ftrangcr 
from  the  covenants  of  promife,"  was  deemed  unclean 
by  the  Jews  ;  yet,  as  we  have  fuggefted,  he  had  been 
brought  under  good  impredions,  and  delivered  from 
the  foolifh  and  wicked  praftices  of  idolatry.  Though 
a  Roman  foldier,  he  did  not  worfhip  the  gods  of  his 
country ;  but,  in  confequence,  probably,  of  his  refi- 
dence  in  Judca,  he  had  become  acquainted  with  the 
fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  was  led  to  re- 
vere the  God  of  Ifrael.  Even  then,  he  is  faid  to  have 
been  "  a  devout  man,  and  one  that  feared  God  with 
all  his  houfe;"  Being  flncerely  defirous  to  know  and 
do  the  will  of  God,  he  was  flriftly  attentive  to  the 
duties  of  religion,  as  far  as  his  information  carried 
him ;  and,  feeling  a  ferious  concern  for  the  fouls  of 
his  domeltics,  he  engaged  them  in  the  fame  holy  ex- 
ercifes  with  himfelf.  He  difcovered,  alfo,  a  liberal 
difpofition  in  relieving  the  diftreffes  of  the  poor,  as 
veil  as  a  peculiar  fervour  of  mind  towards  God  by 
the  conftancy  of  his  prayers*  His  benevolence  and 
piety  were  beautifully  connefled ;  and  they  added  a 
luftrc  fo  each  other.  How  excellent  and  lovely  the 
chara^er ! 

If  we  truly  underftand  the  Chriftian  faith,  we  have 
received  clearer  light,  and  are  laid  under  ftronger  ob- 
ligations ;  but  do  we  furpafs  or  even  imitate  the  pat- 
tern here  exhibited  ?  Are  we  impreiTed  with  an  awful; 
fcnfe  of  the  majefty  of  God,  and  an  earneft  defire  to 
pleafe  him  ?  Do  we  enforce  the  principles  of  religion 
in  our  refpe£^ive  habitations,  and  endeavour  to  com- 
municate the  knowledge,  which  we  have  attained,  to 
thofe  who  are  immediately  fubjedl  to  our  influence  ? 
!Do  we  direft  and  accompany  them  to  the  throne  of 
grace?  Ah!  how  many  families  never  afTociate  toge- 
ther to  own  their  dependence  upon  God,  in  their  do- 
meftic  capacity !  And  is  not  the  negledl  difgraceful  to 
the  profeiEdn  of  the  Qofpdl 
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A  ferious  attention  (hould  be  paid  to  different  du-^ 
ties  i  fo  that  all  may  pofTefs  their  proper  place  and 
proportion  of  regard.  While  you  fhew  a  generous 
folicitude  for  the  fouls  of  others,  convince  them  that 
you  are  ready  to  relieve  their  bodily  neceffities.  True 
piety  cannot  confift  with  covetoufnefs.  If  there  be 
any  pretenders  to  devotion,  vj^ho  "  fhut  up  their  bow- 
els of  compaflion,"  they  will  be  condemned  by  the 
example  of  Cornelius,  even  before  he  knew  the  Gof- 
pel.  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  the  moft  liberal  con- 
tributions to  the  poor  will  not  compenfate  the  want 
of  godlinefs.  We  aik,  then,  if  you  "  give  much 
alms  to  the  people,"  what  are  you  offering  to  God  ? 
Are  not  his  claims  denied  or  withheld?  Do  you. 
*'  pray  alway,"  or  feize  upon  every  opportunity  to 
"  pour  out  your  heart  before  him  ?"  You  plead,  per- 
haps, your  numerous  engagements,  the  peculiar  fnares 
and  difficulties  of  your  iituation,  as  if  they  rendered* 
the  performance  of  religious  duties  impoflible.  But 
we  refer  you  to  the  cafe  of  Cornelius,  who,  though  a. 
foldier,  in  the  midft  of  occupations  and  connexions  ex- 
tremely unfavourable  to  every  thin^  of  a  ferious  ten- 
dency, yet  maintained  a  courfe  of  foljd  and  exemplary 
piety.  Your  ncgleft  arifes,  not  fo  much  from  want  6f 
opportunity,  as  a  fecret  averfion  to  the  fervice  of  God;, 
and  therefore  you  are  inexcufuble. 

An  improper  ufe  of  the  excellent  charafter  before* 
us,  has  been  made  by  fome,  who  deny  the  neceffitv 
of  Revelation,  on  the  abfurd  idea  that  what  they  call 
naturiil  religion  is  fufficient.     It  is  argued,  that  men- 
by  the  li2;ht  of  reafon  and   their  own  moral  powers 
may  attain  to  fuch  a  flate,  as  to  want  no  further* 
information  or  aiiiftance.     But  this  is  a  conclufion, 
which  the  prefent  hiftory  docs  not  warrant.     Corne- 
lius, probably,  as  we  have  intimated,  was  inilrudled 
in  the  principles  of  the  Jews,  a..d  indebted  to  the  fa- 
cred  writings  for  all  his  knowledge  of  the  true  God. 
It  is  allowed,  that  he  was  upright,,  and  his  goodnefe 
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confpicuous.  But  the  whole  account  (hews,  that  his 
righteoufnefs  was  defe£live  :  he  was  taught  to  fcek  re- 
miflion  of  his  fms  through  the  difpenfation  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  and  afcribe  his  acceptance  with  God  to  Chrift 
alone.  This  cafe,  furely,  ought  not  to  be  appealed  to 
by  thofe,  who  would  fet  afide  the  mediation  of  the  Son 
of  God. 

Through  the  influence  of  divine  grace,  Cornelius 
had  been  excited  to  feek  the  Lord  with  unfeigned  fin- 
cerity  and  devotednefs  of  heart :  and  perfons  of  fudi 
a  charadler  fhall  not  be  left  to  perifli,  or  to  '*  grope 
in  the  dark  without  light."  He,  whom  they  ferve,  will 
look  upon  them  with  gracious  regard,  companionate 
their  ignorance,  and  raife  up  feme  inftrument  or  other 
for  their  further  inftrudion  and  advancement.  The  de- 
fires,  which  He  hath  implanted,  are  pleafing  to  him ; 
and,  though  they  meet  with  impediments,  they  fhall 
not  be  difappointed. 

On  a  certain  day,  while  the  pious  Centurion  was 
waiting  before  God  with  peculiar  folemnity,  in  fad- 
ing and  prayer,  an  Angel  appeared  to  afiure  him  of 
the  favourable  notice  of  Heaven.  Cornelius  began 
to  tremble,  upon  feeing  the  bright  form  fland  before 
him,  and  hearing  himfelf  fummoned  by  name.  The 
cclefli^l  mefTenger,  however,  encouraged  him  by  an 
explicit  declaration,  that  his  a<Ss  both  of  devotion  and 
benevolence  were  recorded  in  the  divine  remem- 
brance, and  confidered  as  a  decided  mark  of  his  fince- 
rity. 

This  circumflance  has  been  thought  to  counte- 
nance the  dodlrine  of  human  merit.  We  allow,  that 
it  furnifhes  a  powerful  inducement  to  abound  in 
works  of  piety  and  mercy,  and  we  would  inculcate 
the  performance  of  them  by  every  fcriptural  argument, 
if  they  are  done  from  truly  fpiritual  motives,  they 
fhall  not  be  forgotten  before  God.  But  they  will 
not  entitle  us  to  the  felicities  of  heaven,  or  procure 
the  xcmi&on  of  our  fins.    It  feems  an  egregious  ab- 
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furdity,  to  appeal  to  the  new  Teflament  infupport  erf" 
fuch  a  fcheme,  as  would  render  the  whole  fyftem  of 
the  Gofpel  needlefs  and  inconfiftent.  According  to 
that  fuppofitiop,  Cornelius  was  completely  juftified 
by  his  own  obedience ;  and  faith  in  the  Son  of  God 
was,  to  him  at  leaft,  perfectly  uhneceflary.  Yet  it 
appears  from  the  hiftory,  that  he  was  dire&ed  by  the 
Angel  to  fend  for  the  Apoftle  Peter,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  being  inftrufted  in  thofe  principles, 
''  whereby  he  and  all  his  houfe  fhould  be  faved*,'*^ 
This  account,  furely,  does  not  favour  the  prefump- 
tuous  notion  of  claiming  the  divine  regard  as  a  mat- 
ter of  debt;  for  it  reprefents  the  redemption  of  Chrift 
as  indifpenfably  requifite  for  pejrfons  of  the  moft  ami- 
able charafter. 

The  Angel  himfelf  did  not  explain  or  declare  the 
nature  of  falvation.  That  honour  was  referved  for 
one  of  our  fallen  race.  The  Lord  has  not  *'  com- 
mitted the  word  of  reconciliation  "  to  thofe  holy  fpi- 
rits,  who,  as  they  are  not  fubjefl:  to  our  temptations 
and  infirmities,  could  not  addrefs  us,  perhaps^  with 
proper  feeling  and  compafRon.  But  it  is  intruded  to 
them,  who  ftand  as  much  in  need  of  pardoning  and 
fanftifying  grace  as  any  of  their  hearers,  and  are 
therefore  better  qualified  to  enter  into  their  cafes  with 
tendernefs,  and  accommodate  themfelves  to  their 
diftreffes.  Thofe,  however,  who  would  preach 
Chrift  with  any  good  effeft,  fhould  be  truly  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  be  able  to  teftify  his  power 
and  mercy  from  their  own  experience.  Otherwife, 
they  will,  probably,  deliver  the  declarations  of  the 
Gofpel  with  as  much  indifference, .  as  if  they  were 
not  to  be  depended  on,  or  were  of  no  importance. 
But,  being  enriched  with  all  fpiritual  bleflings  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  they  will,  with  a  peculiar  fervour,  com- 
mend him,  who  is  the  objefl  of  their  warmeft  affec* . 
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tions,  to  the  notice  and  acceptance  of  others.  The 
facred  miniftry  is  of  divine  inftitution,  and  is  defigned 
to  accomplifli,  even  by  weak  inftruments,  the  moft 
glorious  purpofes.  It  pleafes  God  by  this  his  ap- 
pointed ordinance  to  awaken  the  carelefs,  to  infkniSt 
the  ignorant,  to  fubdue  the  rebellious  to  obedience, 
to  produce  and  increafe  in  his  people  repentance,  faith, 
hope,  love,  and  joy,  through  the  influence  of  his  Spirit. 
Let  us  learn  to  venerate  the  function,  which  H«  hativ 
fo  highly  honoured,  and  expedt  from  it  the  moft  folid 
advantages,  while  we  read,  that  an  Angel  referred 
the  Centurion  to  St,  Peter,  to  be  taught,  the  way  of 
falvation. 

Cornelius  inftantly  complied  with  the  heavenly 
mandate.  Having  called  feme  of  his  pious  attendants, 
(for  fuchhe  had  engaged  in  his  fervice)  he  related  the 
extraordinary  vifion,  and  fent  them  to  invite  the 
Apoftle  to  his  houfe.  So  prejudiced  was  Peter  againft 
the  uncircumcifed  Gentiles,  that  he  would  have  re- 
volted at  the  propofal,  had  not  the  Lord  prepared  his 
mind,  and  overcome  his  objecSions  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  furnilh  a  fufficient  vindication  of  his  conduft 
even  before  others.  He  faw  in  a  trance  a  miraculous 
and  emblematical  reprefentation,  by  which  he  learnt, 
that  the- ceremonial  diftin<3ions  of  clean  and  unclean 
were  defigned  to  be  aboliihed,  and  that  he  ought  not 
to  retain  any  exceptions  againft  thofe,  whom  God* 
was  pleafed  to  receive  and  fandlify.  This  occurred 
juft  before  the  meilengers  arrived  5  and  he  was  then 
direfted  by  an  immediate  impulfe  of  the  Spirit,  to  ac- 
company them  without  hefitation. 

In  the  mean  time,  fuch  was  the  meek  and  teachable 
iifpofition  of  the  Centurion,  and  his  earneft  defire  to 
know  the  way  of  God  more  perfeftly,  that  he  waited 
with  much  anxiety  for  the  coming  of  his  illuftrious 
teacher.  He  had  alfo  colle£):ed  his  relatives  and  inti- 
mate acquaintance,  (v/ith  whom,  it  {hould  feemj  he 
improved  his  influence  for  the  beft  purpofes)  that  they 

mi^ht 


might  fhare  the  bleffing  of  Peter's  infirirftions.  This 
circumftance  reminds  us  of  what  we  owe  to  our  near 
connexions  in  life.  -We  profefs  afFedtion,  and  a  rea- 
dinefs  to  ferve  them :  but  how  {hould  our  friend- 
ihip  appear?  Should  we  not  be  moft  folicitous  to 
promote  their  fpiritual  and  evedafting  welfare  i 
For  that  end,  we  fhould  endeavour  to  bring  theoi 
under  the  miniftry  of  the  Gofpel,  if  we  know  its  va- 
lue, and  expedl  any  advantage  from  it  for  ourfelves. 
But,  while  we  feel  no  fuch  concern,  and  fay  as  Caiij^ 
"  Am  1  my  brother's  keeper  ?"  we  prove  that  we  are 
deftitute  of  true  benevolence,  and  ignorant  of  the  un- 
fpeakable  worth  of  falvation. 

,  Upon  the  Apoftle's  entering  the  houfe,  Cornelius 
met  him,  and  by  the  loweft  proft ration  teftilied  his 
reverence  for  the  perfon,  who  came  with  an  exprefs 
commiffion  to  declare  the  counfel  of  God.  Peter^ 
however,  refufed  the  homage,  as  unfuitable  to  a  mere 
human  being,  and  then  enquired  for  what  purpofes 
they  had  requefted  his  attendance.  The  Centurion, 
in  reply,  related  with  great  fimplicity  the  diredtior^s 
he  had  received  from  heaven,  adding,  "  Now  there- 
fore are  we  '\11  here  prefent  before  God,  to  hear  all 
things  that  are  commanded  thee  of  God," 

How  folemn  the  occafionl  And  how  amiable  the 
difpodtion  of  the  pious  foldier !  He  confidered  bimfelf 
in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  felt  an  earned  defire  to 
know  and  do  his  will,  while  he  flood  as  an  humble 
fcholar  to  liften  to  the  inftruftions  of  the  infpircd 
preacher.  How  much  more  promifing  would  ap- 
pearances be  among  ourfelves,  if  all  our  congrega- 
tions, affembled  for  public  worfliip,  poffefled  the  fame 
temper,  when  the  minifters  of  Chrift  ftand  forth  to 
declare  the  truth  !  Is  it  not  allowed  to  bd  our  bounden 
duty,  to  yield  an  unfeigned  regard  and  unreferved 
fubjedlion  to  the  revealed  word  of  God,  however  op- 
pohte  it  may  be  to  our  former  notions  ?  Bu;  ah  !  with 
what  concemptuous  indifference  do  many  fit  in  our 
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churches  !  With  what  pride  and  petulance  do  fbtne 
cavil  at  every  dcxflrine,  which  fuits  not  their  precon- 
ceived fyftems  !  With  what  a  rebellions  obftinacy  do 
others  rejedl  thofe  holy  precepts,  which  require  their 
carnal  atFedlions  to  be  fubdued  !  Few,  therefore,  are 
truly  folicitous,  like  Cornelius,  to  learn  and  obey  the 
whole  will  of  God. 

St.  Peter  addrell'ed  his  attentive  audience  with  fo- 
Jemnity  and  earncftnefs.  He  obferved,  the  prefent 
occafion  had  convinced  him,  that  the  bleiiings  of  the 
Gofpel  were  not  defigned  to  be  limited  to  any  people; 
that  according  to  this  gracious  difpenfation,  as  none 
could  obtain  favour  for  any  external  diftinitions  or 
advantages,  fo  none  would  be  excluded  from  raercy' 
for  the  want  of  therh  5  and  that,  without  exception 
of  any  rank  or  nation,  the  Lord  receives  all  thofe, 
who  poflefs  a  reverential  regard  to  his  majefty,  and  an 
unfeigned  fubmiflion  to  all  his  righteous  commands. 
But,  left  their  imperfedl  obedience  fbould  be  confix 
dered  as  the  ground  of  their  acceptance,  he  ftated, 
in  a  clear  and  decided  mannery  the  appointed  method 
of  juftification  through  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  The 
chara£ter  of  the  Saviour,  his  perfon,  work,  and  offices, 
his  life,  death,  and  refurre£lion,  his  coming,  to  judg- 
ment, and  the  atteftation  of  all  the  prophetic  writings 
to  the  free  forgivenefs  of  fins  through  faith  in 
his  name  ; — thefe  were  the  grand  topics,  on  which 
the  Apoftle  infifted.  Thefe,  alfo,  are  the  fubjeds,. 
which,  above  all  others,  are  neceflary  to  be  underftood 
and  kept  in  our  view ;  and  to  an  honed:  declaration 
of  them,  in  every  age  of  the  Church,  the  divine  be- 
'jiedi6lion  is  promifed. 

Cornelius  and  his.  company  Hftened  with  fixed  at- 
tention ;  and,  while  they  gladly  received  the  record, 
which  God  gave  of  his  Son,the  Holy  Grhoft  defcended, 
probably,  with  fome  external  manifelbtions  of  his 
power,  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  word,  and  acconi* 
panied  it  with  an  efficacious  influence  to  the  hearers. 

They 


They  were  endued  with  fuch  miraculous  powers,  as 
might  qualify  them  to  be  witnefles  and  preachers  of 
the  Gofpel.  They  fpake  in  languages,  which  they 
had  never  learned,  and  with  ardent  gratitude  pro- 
claimed the  fovereign  and  diftinguifhing  mercy  of  the 
Lord.  When  He  had  thus  evidently  accepted  them, 
his  people  could  not  refufe  to  admit  them  into  their 
communion.  They  were  all,  therefore,  taken  into 
the  fociety  of  believers,  by  the  initiating  rite  of  bap- 
tifm :  they  made  an  open  profeffion  of  attachment  to 
Chrift,  and  folemnly  dedicated  themfelves  to  his  fer- 
vice.  Nothing  more  is  related  concerning  them,  but 
that  they  requefted  the  continuance  of  Peter  for  a  few 
days  longer,  being  defirous  to  enjoy  fome  further  be- 
nefit from  his  miniftry,  to  be  eftabliQied^  edified,  and 
comforted  in  their  holy  faith.  Thofe,  who  know  the 
worth  of  the  Gofpel,  will  efteem  and  folicit  the  com* 
pany  and  converfation  of  fuch,  as  are  more  advanced 
in  grace,  and  able  to  communicate  the  moft  falutary 
inflrudtions.  But,  when  connexions  of  this  fort  are 
difregarded,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  truth  and  ways  of 
God  are  not  properly  efteemed. 

Probably,  the  Centurion  retained  his  lituation  in 
the  Roman  army :  at  leaft,  he  was  not  commanded 
to  relinquith  it ;  nor  is  the  occupation  of  a  foldier 
any  where  condemned  in  the  fcriptures,  as  abfolutely 
fmful  in  itfelf.  It  muft  have  been  unfavourable  to 
p'jre  religion,  yet  perhaps'  it  furniflied  him  with  op- 
portunities of  doing  extenfive  good.  The  Apoftoli- 
cal  direction  is,  ''  Let  every  man>  wherein  he  is 
called,  therein  abide  with  God*."  It  is  poffiblcj^ 
that  a  good  confcience  may  require  us  to  abandon 
our  poft  :  but  let  us  not  quit  it,  merely  to  avoid  difHr 
culties.  Rather,  let  us  enquire,  if,  by  a  faithful  and 
honourable  difcharge  of  our  duty,  we  may  not  glo- 

*  X  Cor.vii»»4» 
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xify  God  and  benefit  our  fellow-creatures.  We  may 
expeft  peculiar  fupport  in  the  place,  to  which  we  are 
appointed ;  and,  perhaps,  we  are  not  qualified  for  any 
other. 

Whatever  wc  may  be  difpofed  to  think  of  the  flate 
of  Cornelius  towards  God,  before  his  extraordinary 
call,  it  is  evident  that  the  fcriptures  defcribe  this  as  a 
difpenfation  of  peculiar  mercy,  from  which  both  he 
and  others  received  Angular  advantages.  If  he  had 
previoufly  obtained  acceptance,  he  was  then  taught 
that  he  owed  it  entirely  to  the  interpofition  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  and,  doubtlels,  the  clear  difcovery 
of  redemption  tended  to  fill  his  foul  with  peace  and 
joy,  and  excite  him  to  higher  degrees  of  holinefs; 
Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  concluded  from  the  cafe 
before  us  to  the  difparagen^ent  of  the  Gofpel:  nay, 
rather,  we  may  here  perceive  the  blefled  fruits  of  the 
Saviour's  mediation,  and  in  this  view  fhould  fay  with. 
*  the  Apoftles,  *«  Then  hath  God  alfo  to  the  Gentifes 

f  ranted  repentance  unto  life*,"  and  "  purified  their 
earts  by  faith  f-"     May  we  be  encouraged  to  Teck 
for  a  participation  of  the  Tame  grace ! 

A  public  teftimony  was  now  given,  that  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift  the  diftindlions  between  Jew  and 
Greek,  bond  and  free,  male  and  female,  are  done 
away,  and  that  believers  *^  are  all  one  in  Chrift  Je- 
fus J."  And  "if  we  be  Chrift  V'  ^t  matters  not  from 
what  parentage  we  are  defcended,  "  we  are  Abra- 
ham's feed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  promife.'*  The 
door  of  mercy  continues  open,  and  we  are  authorized 
to  exhort  all,  without  refpeft  of  perfons,  that  they 
carneftly  folicit  an  admiffion.  The  fame  blefling, 
which  Peter  propofed  to  Cornelius,  is  ftill  offered  to 
us,  remifTion  of  fins  through  faith .  in  the  Son  of 
God.  It  is  generally  allowed,  that  notorious  offend- 
ers fland  in  need  of  it ;  nor  fliould  wc  hefitate  ta 

*  ACti  xi.  iS.        fi  XY.  9..       I  Gal.  Ul.  aS^zg. 
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tender  it  in  the  fulleft  manner  to  the  moft  abandoned. 
But  fome  appear  to  reject  it  with  difdain^  as  if,  be- 
caufe  of  their  amiable  temper  and  moral  charader,  it 
were  unnecefTary  for  them  tofeek  redemption  through 
the  blood  of  the  crofs.  ,Alas !  they  deceive  them- 
felves.  If  they  be  as  exemplary  as  Cornelius, 
which  perhaps  may  be  doubted,  yet  he  will  teach 
them  to  place  a  high  value  upon  the  falvation,  exhi- 
bited in  the  Gofpel;  and  his  cafe  will  condcoui 
their  proud  contempt  of  this  mercy. 

To  men  of  all  characters  the  good  tidings  are  -ad- 
drefled.  The  Lord  Chrift|is  preached  unto  us  for  the 
forgivenefs  of  fins.  Is  not  this  the  bleffing,  which  i& 
indifpenfably  requifite  ?  Then  let  us  obey  the  greK 
evangelical  precept,  without  cavilling,  and  believe  oa 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  having  made  peace  for  us. 
So  will  the  word  of  God  come  unto  us>  as  it  did  to. 
Cornelius,  ^^  in  demonilration  of  the  Spirit  and  of 
power/*  The  Holy  Ghoft  is  not  now  communi*- 
cated  in  thofe  extraordinary  operattions,  which  wem 
then  expedient ;  but  he  defcends,  as  certainly  as  he  did 
in  the  primitive  ages,  on  all  who  cordially  accept  the 
meflage  of  grace.  He  enlightens,^  fanftlfics,  and  com- 
forts them,  and  thus  gives  them  an  unqueftionable 
evidence,  that  they  have  not  "  believed  a  lie."  Let 
us  look  up  in  fervent  prayer  for  this  efficacious  influ- 
ence, that  he  may  accoraplifti  in  us  '*  all  the  good 
pleafure  of  his  goodnefs."  Then,  like  the  devout 
Centurion,  we  (hall  ihout  aloud  for  joy,  wbilft  we 
magnify  God  for  his  mercy,,  and  celebrate  t'  ^  praifoft, 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jdlis  Chrift.     Ameo*      r 
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CHAP.     XI. 

Herod  perfecuted  the  Churcb^^kUled  James^mprifon^ 
Peter -^difappointed  by  that  Apnjile  t  miraculous  efcape 
^^Jiatteredy  as  if  he  were  a  diitj'^uddinly  dejiroyed 

•    far  bis  pride. 


A  H  E  faithful  followers  of  Chrift,  though  called 
to  maintain  a  fevere  warfare  agai&ft  an  evil  world, 
are  not  every  moment  engaged  in  at^ual  conflidt. 
For  gracious  purpofes  they  may  be  at  times  exempted 
from  all  external  difturbances,  and  permitted  to  en- 
joy a  ftate  of  eafe  and  profperity.  "  The  Lord 
maketh  even  their  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with 
them*.'*  Such  a  feafon  occurred  after  the  con- 
verfion  of  Su  Paul.  Perhaps  foirie  of  the  violent 
oppofers  of  the  Gofpel  were  difcouraged,  when  they 
faw  fo  bold  a  champion  defert  them.  '^  Then  had 
the  churches  reft  throughout  all  Judea,  and  Galilee, 
and  Samaria,  and  were  eJiRed,  and  walking  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  were  multiplied  f."  At  length,  however,  a 
furious  perfecutor  arofe,  and  threatened  them  with 
terrible  devaftation.  But>  after  being  fufFered  to 
(hew  the  malignity  of  his  heart,  he  was  fuddenly  cut 
down  by  the  hand  of  God,  whom  he  had  provoked. 

The  contemplation  of  fuch  chara£lers  may  exdte 
many  painful  fenfations;  but  it  will  fuggeft  profitable 
xefteftions.     We  ihall  here  perceive,  that  our  de* 
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prared  nature  is  filled  with  enmity  againft  God  and 
his  people,  that  the  fierce  ft  adverfaries  of  the  truth 
are  not  to  be  dreaded  or  envied,  in  the  height  of  all 
their  pomp  and  power,  and  that  their  triumphing  is 
ihort.  We  fhall  learn,  alfo,  from  the  inftance  before 
us,  to  fear  before  that  holy  Lord  God,  who  i«  jbalous 
of  his  honour,  and  whofe  anger  is  tremendous,  when 
he  arifeth  to  take  vengeance. 

The  perfon,  now  introduced  to  our  notice,  is 
Herod  furnamed  Agrippa,  grandfon  of  that  Herod, 
■^'ho  maflacred  the  children  at  Be|filehem,  nephew  to 
him  who  murdered  John  the  Baptid:,  and  the  father 
of  that  prince  who  was  "  almoft  per  funded  to  be  a 
Chriftian."  This  man  was  the  king  of  Judea,  which 
he  governed  as  a  Roman  province.  He  is  faid  to 
have  been  zealous  for  the  religion  of  the  Jews  :  but, 
perhaps,  he  profeflTed  it  only  with  the  view  of  con- 
ciliating their  favour ;  at  Icaft,  he  fhewed  in  his 
general  condu(5l  a  fondnefs  for  popularity.  His 
avowed  oppofition  to  the  Go{]^el  may  in  fome  degree 
be  afcribed  to  that  principle :  and  it  is  obvious  from 
the  haughtinefs  of  fpirit,  which  he  evidently  poflefled, 
that  he  muft  himfelf  have  been  totally  averfe  to  the 
bumbling  dodrines  of  our  religion. 

'*  Herod  the  king  ftretchcd  forth  his  hands  to  vex 
Certain  of  the  Church  *."  We  lament,  that  power 
fhould  ever  be  exercifed  for  fuch  purpofes  ;  and  that 
they,  who  are  appointed  *'  for  the  punifhment  of  evil 
doers,"  fliould  exert  their  authority  to  harafs  and 
deftroy  them  that  do  well.  The  flock  of  Chrift  was 
the  objedt  of  this  t}Tant's  indignation  :  he  regarded 
not  their  inafFenfive  and  benevolent  difpofition,  but 
like  a  ravenous  wolf  fought  to  fcatter  and  devour 
them  ;  and  they  like  defencelefs  fheep  were  obliged 
to  fly,  or  doomed  to  the  flaughter.  They  were  af- 
£ided  in  different  ways,  not  by  reproach  and  coii- 
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tempt  alone,  not  merely  by  the  deprivation  of  their 
worldly  fubftance,  but  by  imprifonment,  tortures, 
and  death.  It  (hould  feem,  that  their  religion  was 
their  only  offence,  and  the  true  caufe  of  that  ma-, 
lignity,  with  which  thcv  were  treated,  Chriftians 
may  be  guilty  of  imprudence  and  mifconduft  :  but  it 
is  their  attachment  to  their  divine  Mafter,  which 
principally  excites  perfecution  againft  them.  Thus 
Jefus  declared ;  "If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
would  love  his  own  :  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the 
world,  but  I  have  cbofen  you  out  of  tlie  world,  thcre- 
fiore  the  world  hateth  you*." 

Probably,  many  perfons  in  a  private  iltuation  fell 
under  Herod's  refentment ;  but  tbefe  were  not  of 
■confequence  enough  to  faiiate  his  fury.  He  turned 
his  hand  againft  feme  of  the  leading  charafters  in  the 
Church,  and,  of  courfe,  the  Apoftles  were  firft  mark- 
ed out  for  deftruction.  James,  the  brother  of  John, 
was  feized  and  flain  with  the  fword  :  thus  he,  who 
had  been  fo  dear  to  Jefu?,  foon  finiftied  his  labours, 
and,  before  any  of  the  twelve,  received  the  crowA 
of  martyrdom.  The  lofs  of  fo  valuable  a  life,  when 
Cbriftlanity  flood  in  netd  of  every  fupport,  was  a 
calamitous  difpenfation.  But,  perhaps,  the  violence 
and  cruelty  cf  the  oppreflbr  promoted,  inftead  of 
checking,  the  progrefs  of  the  Gofpel.-  Did  it  not  ap- 
pear more  glorious,  through  St.  James's  readinefs  to 
fuffer  in  its  defence,  and  the  fubfequent  perfeverancc 
of  his  aflbciates  in  the  miniftry,  who  continued  to 
defpife  the  menaces  of  their  enraged  perfecutors  i 
The  Jews,  however,  felt  themfplves  gratified  by  the 
king's  fanguinary  condudt,  and,  probably,  flattered 
him  for  the  fervour  of  his  religious  zeal.  With  a 
view,  therefore,  to  recommend  himfelf  and  his  ad- 
miniftration,  he  proceeded  to  further  ads  of  feverity 
againft  the  Chriftians.      Alas !    to  what  lengths  oif 

•  John  XV.  19. 
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folly  and  wickednefe  have  men  been  hurried  by  a 
fondnsfs  for  vain  applaufe !  Let  us  beware  of  in- 
dulging a  paffion,  which  is  of  fo  deflrudive  a  ten« 
dency. 

The  affiduous  and  unwearied  exertions  of  St. 
Peter  in  propagating  the  truth  rendered  him  particu- 
larly obnoxious.  Accordingly,  the  tyrant  marked 
him  out  for  the  next  vi6lim,  apprehended  and  im- 
prifoned  him.  It  was  intended  that  his  death  fhould 
be  a  public  exhibition,  as  a  fight  which  would  afford 
peculiar  pleafure  to  the  people.  But  the  celebration 
of  the  paflbver  interfered  with  the  execution.  Thef* 
murderers  were  exacl  in  their  ceremonial  obfervances,,  ' 
juft  as  the  murderers  of  Jefus,  who,  while  they  con- 
trived his  crucifixion,  paid  a  fcrupulous  attention  to 
the  holy  feaft.  It  was  decreed,  therefore,  that  the 
Apoflle  (hould  be  brought  forth  to  fufFer^  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  folemnity.  But  his  hour  was  not 
then  come.  Whatever  our  enemies  may  threaten, 
we  pollefs  an  infallible  fecurity  under  the  care  and 
protefiion  of  our  Almighty  Lord,  fo  long  as  He 
fliall  pleafe  to  employ  us  in  his  fervice,  or  retain  us 
in  our  appointed  poft.  Let  us  leave  to  him  the  de- 
termination of  every  event,  and  be  folicitous,  not  fo 
much  to  efcape  the  hand  of  violence,  as  to  anfwcr 
fomc  ufeful  purpofe,  "  whether  it  be  by  life  or  by 
death.'* 

Herod,  determined  to  make  fure  of  his  prifoner, 
not  only  kept  him  in  clofe  confinement,  but  com- 
mitted him  to  the  cuftody  of  four  quaternions  of  fol- 
diers,  left  any  rcfcue  or  efcape  Ihould  be  attempted. 
But  no  ftrength  or  contrivance  can  prevail  againil: 
the  counfcl  of  the  Lord,  If  He  (hall  fay,  *'  Go 
forth,"  no  gates  or  chains,  nor  even  all  the  armed 
force  of  the  moft  potent  monarch,  can  hold  one  weak, 
dcfencelefs  faint  in  bondage.  The  incefTant  prayers 
of  the  Church,  which  were'  ofFer'jd  up  for  the  Apoftle, 
procured  the  divine  interpolition  for  his  releafe,  and 
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efFeflually  defeated  the  Idng*s  intention.  «'  The 
Lord  fent  his  Angela  and  delivered  P«ter  out  of  the, 
hand  of  Herod,  and  from  all  the  expedation  of  the 
Jews,"  Yet  his  miraculous  prefervation  was  delayed 
till  within  a  few  hours  of  ^he  time  appointed  for  his 
execution.  On  this  account  it  was  the  more  con- 
fpicuous,  and  calculated  to  recommend  the  Gofpel 
to  the  favourable  notice,  at  leaft  to  reftrain  the  fury, 
of  its  adverfaries.  God,  as  it  "were,  publicly  de- 
clared the  caufe  of  *  the  prifoner  to  be  his  own,  and 
all,  who  paid  any  ferious  attention  to  that  teftimony, 
muft  have  perceived  that  oppofition  was  vain,  foolifb, 
and  wicked.  Whofliall  prefume  to  fight  againfl  Him? 
The  multitude  were  difappointed  of  the  entertain- 
ment, which  had  been  promifcd  them  in  the  tortures 
and  death  of  the  Apoftle.  The  bloody  perfecutor 
commanded  diligent  fearch  to  be  made  for  his  in- 
tended  victim  ;  but  Peter  was  fecured  from  his  rage, 
the  Lord  having  concealed  him,  as  he  had  done 
Baruch  and  Jeremiah  on  a  fimilar  occafion  *.  Thus 
the  pride  of  the  tyrant  was  mortified,  when  he  found 
himfelf  robbed  of  his  prey;  but  his  heart  refufed  to 
be  humbled.  He  ought  to  have  confefled  his  own 
iniquity,  for  having  defigned  to  take  away  an  in- 
nocent life.  But  alas  !  in  what  numerous  inftances 
are  we  conflraincd  to  remark  the  blindnefs  and  obdu- 
racy of  men  in  a  ftate  of  impenitence  !  '*  Lord, 
when  thy  hand  is  lifted  up,  they  will  not  fee  ;"  they 
will  not  believe  or  regard  the  manifeft  interpofitions 
of  Heaven :  but  the  time  is  coming,  when  "  they 
{hall  fee,  and  be  alhamed  for  their  envy  at  the  peo- 
ple !•"  Whatever  might  be  Henod^s  view  of  the 
matter,  he  doubtlefs  wifhed  to  difcredit  the  miracle, 
and  prevent  its  influence  ujfon  the  public  mind.  He 
flew  the  guards,  to  whofe  care  Peter  was  committed, 

*  Jcr.  xxxvi*  a  6.  i*  liii.  xxvi.  iz. 
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that  fo  the  efcape  of  the  prifoner  might  be  afcribed  to- 
their  negligence.  It  has  been  a  common  device  with 
the  enemies  of  Chriftianity  to  fpread  falfe  reports, 
and  give  a  wrong  ftatement  of  real  fa6ls,  in  order 
to  prejudice  others,  and  obviate  the  probable  efFeil 
of  the  truth.  We  fliould  therefore  be  afraid  of  lif- 
tening  to  any  mifreprefentations  of  the  religion  of 
the  GofpeL  Let  us  examine  with  ftridl  impartiality, 
and  judge  with  the  moft  ferious  deliberation.  Shall 
we  not  be  inexcufable,  if  through  inattention  we 
fufFer  ourfelves  to  be  impofed  on,  and  tricked  out  of 
our  falvation,  '*  by  the  fleight  of  men,  and  cunning 
craftinefs,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive  *  ?" 

Perhaps,  Herod  declined  all  further  perfecution  of 
the  Church  :  but  the  cries  of  them,  whom  ^he  had 
opprefled,  "  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of 
fabaoth."  The  blood,  which  he  had  {hed,  and  that 
alfo,  which  he  had  defigned  to  fpill,  demanded  ven- 
geance againft  him.  Yet  he  was  fpared  for  fome 
time.  God  is  patfent  and  exercifeth  much  forbear-' 
ance  towards  his  enemies.  Why  elfe  i&  not  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  events  obftruflied,  and  ,*he  world  it- 
felf  deftroyed  ?  Confidering  the  daring  provocations 
of  his  creatures,  we  may  wonder,  that  He  doth  not 
make  bare  his  arm,  and  confume  them  in  his  anger. 
But  his  juftice  willftrike  at  the  laft.  "If  the  wick- 
ed turn  not.  He  will  whet  his  fword  ;  he-hath  bent 
his  bow,  and  made  it  ready.  He  hath  alfo  prepared 
for  him  the  inftruments  of  death ;  he  ordairl^h  his 
arrows  againft  the  perfecutors  f ."  "**- 

Herod  removed  from  Jerufalem  to  Cefarea,  to  ce- 
lebrate certain  games,  as  Jofephus  reports,  in  honour 
of  the  Roman  Emperor.  Here  we  fhall  behold  him, 
at  one  moment  in  a  ftate  of  high  dignity  and  glory, 
at  another  debafed  even  to  the  duft.  During  his 
refidence   at  Cefarea,    the   Tyrians   and  Sidonians, 

*  Eph.  Jv.  14.        f  Pfal.  Mil  12, 13.  . 
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nvhom  he  had  threatened  with  war  for  fome  oiFenc«| 
Cent  a  deputation  to  bioi,  profeffing  <(ubmiffion,  and 
<ieprecating  his  anger.  Through  the  influence  of 
the  king's  chamberlain,  they  obtained  the  defired  re- 
conciliation ;  aixi  the  plan  of  hoftih'ties  was  relin- 
^uifbed.  But  Herod,  for  the  gratification  of  his 
own  exceilive  vanity  by  a  pompous  difj^ay   of  bis 

freatnefs,  gave  a  public  audience  to.  the  ambafla- 
ors,  and  endeavoured  to  ioiprefs  them  with  aa 
idea  of  his  abilities,  magnificence,  i^^d  power.  Hs 
ifaad  provided  for  the  purpofe  a  iplendid  robe  of  richeft 
texture,  which,  according  to  Jofephus,  was  (o  e;^ 
quifitely  wrought  widi  filver,  that,  when  the  futi 
'duxne  upon  it,  the  eyes  of  fpe^iators  were  dazzled. 
Thus  arrayed,  he  entered  the  crowded  theatre,  and 
feated  himfelf  upon  a  throne  of  fta<Ce,  defirous  to  at- 
tract the  general  notice,  admiration,  and  appbufo. 

He  exhibited  all  the  grandeur  of  his  mgjefty,  and 
it  fhould  feem  that  he  was  alfo  oftentatious  of  his 
eloquence*  He  addreifed  the  a/Tembly  hi  a  fpeech 
prepared  for  the  cccafion  ;  the  purport  of  which  was, 
BQoft  probably,  to  celebrate  his  own  power  and  cle- 
mency before  the  gaping  multitude.  They  were  not 
backward  to  pay  him  the  deference  he  wifhed  for* 
They  might  be  ftruck  with  a  pleafing  aftonifliment^ 
or  rather,  perceiving  his  defign,  they  were  difpofed 
to  gratify  his  pride  by  expreilions  of  grofs  adulation, 
Tlk»y  gave  a  fliout,  declaring  their  high  admiration; 
and,  as  if  they  were  ready  to  exalt  him  above  the 
Tank  of  mortals,  by  giving  him  divine  honours,  they 
-cried  out,  "  It  is  the  voice  of  a  god,  and  not^  of  a 
man."  This  was  profane  language  indeed,  and  the 
*nori5  (oy  as  many  of  the  company  had  been  inftrudled 
to  worfliip  none  but  Jehovah.  The  king  himfelf 
was  fufliciently  acquainted  with  the  fecred  fcriptures, 
to  be  convinced  that  fuch  adoration  was  impious  in 
the  extreme,  and  he  ought  to  have  rejeSed  it  with 
abhorrence.  But  he  was  evidently  delighted  ;  and, 
hj  being 
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being  dated  with  vanity,  heconfented  to  receive  that 
homage,  which  ihould  be  paid  only  to  our  Almightjr 
Creator.  "  He  gave  not  God  the  glory :"  he  did 
not  refer  the  people  to  Him,  and,  as  if  he  forgot  his 
own  entire  dependence,  acknowledged  not  his  obli- 
gations to  the  fovereign  Lord  of  all,  for  the  diftin- 
guifhed  eminence,  to  which  he  was  raifcd. 

Such  was  Herod  ;  fet  up  as  fomething  more  than 
human,  revered  as  a  deity  by  flattering  paralites,  and 
fbolifli  enough  to  be  pleaied  with  their  idolatrous  ob- 
lations of  praife.  The  abfurdity  as  well  as  wicked- 
nefs  of  the  king  in  this  tranfa<Stion  may  fjrprife  us  ; 
but  we  (hall  ceafe  to  wonder, -if  we  ferioufly  attend 
to  the  (late  of  our  fallen  nature.  Pride  is  mcft  un* 
fuitable  to  us,  as  creatures  and  Tinners  ;  yet  it  is  in- 
ter woven  in  our  very  frame.  We  are  not  un willing 
to  be  extolled  for  exceltencies  which  we  do  not  pou 
ffeis;  we  wifli  to  renounce  our  fubjeSion  to  Him 
who  made  Us,  and  claim  a  confequence  and  refpeft, 
which  are  due  only  to  Divinity  itfelf.  There  are 'pe- 
culiar fnares  and  danger-s  attendant  on  perfons  in  an 
elevated  rank  :  they  arc  more  efpecially  liable  to  bo 
puffed  up  with  a  conceit  of  their  own  importance. 
*^  Man,  being  in  honour,  is  like  the  beads  that  pc- 
rifti  *.'''  Such  a  fituation  ftupifies  the  mind,  and  ren- 
ders it  incapable  of  proper  difcernment.  He,  who 
is  the  object  of  general  admiration  and  applaufe,  h 
not  himfelf,  and  cannot  make  a  fair  eftimate  of  things. 
Gr,  like  the  brute  animals,  he  is  engrofled  with  fuch 
matters,  as  are  immediately  within  his  view,  to  the 
negled^and  contempt  of  (uch  as  are  remote.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  hiftory  of  mankind  will  furnifli  many 
inftances  of  thofe,  who  have  rifen  to  great  power, 
claiming  or  receiving  titles  and  profcffions  of  homage, 
which  are  the  unalienable  and  exclufive  right  of  the 
Lord  Almighty.    Let  none  among  ourfelves  prefume, 

•  PfaJ.  xHx.  i». 
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that  the  higheft  eminence  cannot  po/libly  produce 
fo  bad  an  cfftA  upon  them.  Let  us  all,  rather,  fufpe^t 
our  own  hearts,  and  pray  earneftly,  that  God  may 
fubdue  our  natural  vanity,  and  keep  us  humble  under 
a  fenfe  of  our  infignificance,  weaknefs,  and  depra- 
vity. 

An  exemplary  puniQiment  was  inflifted  on  the 
haughty  king.  In  the  midft  of  all  his  fplendour,  while 
he  was  elated  with  the  notion  of  his  own  fuperior 
excellence,  as  if  he  were  a  god,  he  felt  a  mortifying 
conviftion,  and  exhibited  a  melancholy  proof,  of  his 
helpleflhefs  and  mortality.  He  was  inftantly  feized 
with  excruciating  pains,  forced  to  confefs  his  folly 
and  wretchednefs  to  his  idolatrous  admirers,  and, 
^fter  a  few  days  of  extreme  fuifering,  became  a  loath- 
fome  corpfe.  Whatever  philofophical  account  may  be 
given  of  his  difeafe,  we  are  -taught  to  confider  it  as  a 
puniihment  for  his  pride,  infli£led  by.  God  himfelf: 
''  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  fmotc  him."  We  a(k  not 
for  any  other  explanation ;  and  we  lament  that  fo 
many  fcem  determined  to  afcribe  every  event  to  na- 
tural principles  and  fecond  caufes,  unwilling  to  ac- 
knowledge the  firft  great  Caufe  of  all,  or  allow  the 
Ood  of  nature  any  influence  in  the  government  of 
tbe  univerfe. 

.  The  vifitation  of  God  in  this  cafe  was  the  more 
remarkable,  as  it  followed  immediately  upon  the  fin, 
which  had  provoked  his  anger.  "  Becaufe  fentence 
againfl:  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  fpeedily  :  there- 
fore the  heart  of  the  fons  of  men  is  fully  fet  in  them 
to  do  evil  *."  But  here  juftice  overtook  the  ofFender 
with  fwift  fteps,  and  exhibited  him  to  public  view, 
even  in  the  moment  of  his  higheft  exaltation  and  tri- 
umph, as  a  fignal  inftance  of  the  divine  vengeance 
againft  pride  and  perfecution.  Thu«,  while  Nebu- 
chadnezzar boaftingly  exclaimed,    *<  Is  jiot  this  great 

*  Ecclcf.  viii.  !!• 
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Babylon,  that  I  have  built  for  the  houfe  of  the  king- 
dom, by  the  might  of  my  power,  and  for  the  honour 
of  my  majefty  ?"  there  fell  a  voice  from  heaven,  fay- 
ing, *'  The  kingdom  is  departed  from  thee*,"  Bel- 
fhazzar,  aifo,  in  the  very  a61:  of  "  lifting  up  himfelf 
againft  the  Lord  of  heaven,'*  was  confounded  by  the 
handwriting,  which  declared,  that,  being  weighed  in 
the  balances  and  found  wanting,  he  (hould  foon  be 
deprived  of  his  dominion  f. 

The  particular  nature  of  Herod's  puni/hmcnt  feems 
defigned  to  (hew  the  oiioufnefs  of  his  fin.  He  was 
prefumptuouily  elated,  and  therefor.t  Cjod  determined 
to  reduce  him  to  the  lowcft  ftate  of  abafement.  As 
he  received  with  complacency  the  impious  adulations 
of  the  people,  and  probably  began  to  conceit  himfelf 
advanced  above  humanity,  he  became  a -weak  and 
defencelefs  prey  to  the  meaneft  vermin.  "  He  was 
eaten  of  worms,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft%"  Thofe 
ofFenfive  ianimals  fuddenly  fprang  up  within"  him, 
feized  upon  his  vitals,  and  rendered  him  an  objeft 
of  mifery  and  abhorrence.  Who  could  then  envy  or 
admire  his  fplendour  and  greatnefs?  -  Who  could 
any  longer  bow  the  knee  to  worfliip  him  ?  He  cried 
out  in  the  angui'h  of  his  heart ;  his  pampered  body 
was  foon  turned  into  corruption  ;  and  all  his  pomp 
and  dignity  were  laid  in  the  duft. 

"  Lord,  what  is  man  !"  "  Verily,  at  his  beft 
eftate,  he  is  altogether  vanity  J."  His  mental  fa- 
culties, glorious  and  excellent  as  they  are,  afford  no 
ground  for  boafting,  fince  they  may  be  fuddenly  im- 
paired or  deranged.  His  outward  form  may  be  come- 
ly, but  it  is  a  fliort-lived  flower,  and  may  be  inftantly 
blafted  in  the  height  of  its  gaiety.  *'  When  thou, 
Lord,  with  rebukes  doft  corre6t:  man  for  iniquity, 
thou  makeft  his  beauty  to  confume  away  like  a  moth : 
furely  every  man  is  vanity  ||.*'     Let  thofe,  who  pride 

Dan.  iv.  30,  31.    f  v.  22—28.     +  Pfal.  xxxix.  5.     K  xxxix.  ix, 
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themfelves  in  a  vigorous  conftitution,  a  graceful  per- 
fon,  or  an  eloquent  addrefs,  contemplate  the  cafe  of 
Herod,  and  be  afhamed  of  their  foolifh  ofientation. 
Can  you  bear  to  be  told,  that  not  only  fhall  worm» 
devour  your  flefli  in  the  grave,  but  poffibly  thofe 
loathfome  creatures  may  receive  a  commiffion  againft 
you,  and  render  you,  in  your  moft  profperous  fiate 
upon  earth,  a  terror  to  yourfelvcs  and  others  !  O 
feek  for  fomething  better,  than  any  of  thofe  decora- 
tions or  accomplifhments,  of  which  you  may  be  fo 
foon  deprived !  The  grace  of  Jefus  is  a  fure  and 
never-failing  treafure  to  the  fincere  believer.  O  la- 
bour to  obtain  that  "  one  thing  needful  J"  It  is  "  the 
good  part,  which  (hall  not  be  taken  away*." 

This  hiflory  will  teach  us  to  be  thankful  for  the 
outward  peace  and  fecurity,  which  the  Church  v( 
Chrift,  eftabii(hed  among  us,  now  enjoys.  The  re* 
ligious  privileges,  afforded  us  in  tins  country,  are 
Angularly  great.  Let  us  praife  God,  that  we  arc 
the  fubje6ls,  not  of  a  furious  and  perfecuting  tyrant^ 
but  of  ^^  a  nurfing-father''  to  our  Zion,  Let  us  giv« 
diligence  to  improve  our  ineftimable  advantages  to 
good  purpofe,  and  be  afraid  left  our  negligence  or 
difcontent  (bould  provoke  God  to  withdraw  them. 

Yet  thofe,  who  "  fufFer  for  righteoufnefs'  fake,"  haT^^e 
no  real  caufe  to  dread  their  moft  violent  and  powerful 
bppofers.  The  ftrength  of  your  enemies,  when  exerted 
againft  the  caufe  of  God^  is  feeble  and  contemptible. 
While  we  refer  you  to  Herod,  we  a(k,  "  Who  art 
thou,  that  thou  fhouldft  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  (ball 
die,  and  of  the  fon  of  man,  which  (hall  be  made  as 
grafs  ?— and  haft  feared  continually  every  day  becaufc 
of  the  fury  of  the  oppreflbr,  as  if  he  were  ready  to 
deftroy  ?  And  where  is  the  fury  of  the  oppreflbr  f  ?*' 
The  Lord  will  furely  maintain  his  own  truth ;  and 
perhaps  the  perfecution^  which  appears  moft  formic- 

*  Luke  X.  42.        t  Ifa*  li*  '^i  '3* 


dJbXc^  may  eventually  promote  its  advancement.  He- 
rodj  who  **  ftretched  forth  his  hands  to  vex  certains 
of  the  Churchy"  was  cut  down  ;  "-  but  the  word  of 
God  grew  and  multiplied/'  O  learn^to  truft  your 
concerns  with  your  faithful  and  Almighty  ProteAor  T 
**  Cry  out  and  (hout,  thou  inhabitant  of  Zion  :  for 
great  is  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  in  the  n-wdft  of  thee  ♦.'*' 
**  No  weapon  that  is  formed  againft  thee  fliall  prof* 
per  i  and  every  tongue,  that  Ihall  rife  againft  the^ 
in  judgment,  thou  (halt  condemn  f/*^ 

From  the  chara6ler  and  tremendous  paniftiraent  of 
Herod,  a  fuitable  occafion  is  given,  to  warn  others 
of  his  fpirit  and  condu6l.  Many  in  private  life  are: 
difpofed  to  deride  and  opprefe  thofe,  who  appear  zea- 
lous for  the  faith  and  praftice  of  the  Gofpel.  We 
would  argue  with  them  concertiing  the  unreafonable- 
Bcfe  and  danger  of  their  oppoAtion^  and  aflc  therefore^ 
Who  are  you,  that  you  (hould  wifh  to  dircft  another 
nun's  confcience  ?  *  Whatever  influence  or  authority 
yott  poflefs,  prcfume  not  to  fet  yourfelves  up  in  the 
{dace  of  the  fupreme  Judge,  or  to  ufurp  dominioa 
•*  over  God's  heritage/*  Your  .periecution  is  a»^ 
iboli(h^  as  it  is  bafe.  It  may,  probably,  deter  hypo-- 
crites,  but  will  render  fincere  believers  more  firm, 
and  courteous  in  their  profeffion.  They,  who  truly 
wnderftand  the  worth  of  Chrift  and  his  falvation^ 
will  not  defert  his  fervice  on  account  of  the  difficul- 
ties, which  you  may  throw  in  their  way.  Yet,  while 
you  are  endeavouring  to  keep  men  in  ignorance  and' 
fin,  the  tendency  of  your  condud  is  to  deceive  and 
zuin  their  immortal  fouh :  and  in  this  view  you  muft 
be  ranked  amongft  robbers  and  aflaffins  of  the  moft 
heinous  kind.  If  we  confider,  likewife,  that  your 
cppofition  is  in  hA  levelled  againft  God  himfelf^ 
your  guilt  will  appear  peculiarly  enormous.  You  ex-' 
ect  your  influence  to  prevent  a  due  fubje^on  to  his; 

«  lia.  Ml  6;        f  n?.  17. 
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authority,  and  therefore  you  are  promoting  rebellion 
in  his  government.  And  do  you  not  tremble  for 
the  confequence?  .  He  will  aflurcdly  reckon  with  you 
for  your  profane  derifion  of  his  word,  and  injurious 
treatment  of  his  people.  Perhaps,  you  may  be  made, 
like  Herod,  a  monument  of  his  vengeance  :  for  we' 
have  heard  of  many  fimilar  cafes.  At  leaft,  the  time 
is  coming,  when,  if  you  repent  not,  Jehovah  "  will 
fpeak  unto  you  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  you  in  his  fore 
difpleafure  *." 

We  caution  our  readers,  alfo,  to  beware  of  that 
haughtinefs  of  fpirit,  which  the  king  of  Judea  betrayed. 
*'  God  refifteth  the  proud,"  and  determines  that ''  they 
(hall  be  abafed."  Yet  are  we  not  all,  in  one  refpe<ft 
or  another,  chargeable  with  this  fm  ?  Has  it  not 
been  our  aim  and  fludy  to  difplay  ourfelves,  our 
abilities,  poffefEons,  or  performances,  in  an  oftcnta- 
tious  manner.?  Have  we  not  claimed  the  credit,  and 
refufed  to  "  give  God  the  glory  ?*'  There  is  no 
fuperiority,  mental  or  corporeal,  which  we  can  en- 
joy, but  pride  will  find  in  it  occafion  of  boafting  and 
triumph.  We  are  therefore  continually  in  danger  of 
exalting  the  creature  to  the  negleft  of  the  Creator. 
O  let  us  look  with  a  holy  jealoufy  on  our  moft  ad- 
mired advantages;  for,  whatever  they  may  be,  if 
God  be  not  acknowledged  and  ferved  in  them,  they 
will  prove  the  means .  of  aggravated  guilt  and  ever- 
lafting  deftruftion  ! 

How  many  are  cut  down,  like  Herod,  in  -the 
midft  of  their  vanity  and  profanenefs  !  Do  not  the 
frequent  inftances  of  the  fudden  deaths  of  profligate 
offenders  excite  an  alarm  amongft  us  ?  We  entreat 
the  attention  of  the  carelefs  and  impenitent  to  this 
tremendous  fubjeft.  Any  other  fin,  as  well  as  thofe 
which  appeared  in  the  charafter  before  us,  will,  if 
perfifted   in,    expofe  you    to   the    fierce   anger  of 

*  PfaUii.  5. 
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Almighty  God.  His  hand  is  lifted  up  ;•  and,  perhaps, 
he  may  ihortly  ftrike  the  fatal  blow.  What,  then,  is 
your  hope,  "  when  God  taketh  away  your  foul  *  ?" 
Ah  !  "  where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  ap- 
pear f  ?"  The  acute  difeafe,  by  which  Herod  pe- 
riftied,  was  only  an  omen  and  warning  of  that  in- 
finitely more  terrible  mifery,  which  awaited  him. 
"  He  was  eaten  of  worms  :"  but  there  is  a  vvorm^ 
^'  which  dieth  not,"  and  which  will  be  for  ever 
gnawing  the  confciences  of  them  "  that  obey  not 
the  Gofpel  of  God."  Is  not  this  more  than  you  can 
.bear  to  think  of?  Yet  remember,  it  is  decreed,  that 
"  though  hand  join  in  hand,  the  wicked  fhall  not  be 
unpunilhed  f."  And,  perhaps,  the  irrevocable  fen-- 
tence  may  inftantly  go  forth,  "  Tnis  night  thy  foul 
Ihall  be  required  of  thee  ||."  O  feek  forgivenefs  by 
the  blood  of  the  crol«  !  O  feek  the  renovation  of 
your  hearts  in  righteoufnefs,  by  the  grace  of  the  Spi- 
rit !  '*  To  day,  if  ye  will  hear  the  voice  of  God, 
harden  not  your  hearts  §."  Submit  to  him  without 
referve,  and  you  (hall  know,  that  He,  who  is  terrible 
in  his  anger,  "  delighteth  in  mercy.  He  will  fiibdue 
your  iniquities,  and  caft  all  your  fins  into  thfe  depths 
ofthefeal^" 

♦  Job  xxvii.  8.    t  ^  Pet.  iv.  18.     J  Prov.  xi.  ai.     H  Luke  xil.  zog- 
§  Hcb.  iv.  7.     ^  MiQ*  yW.  1%,  x^t. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

€)neJtmuSy  thefervant  of  Philemon — robbed  his  mafte\ 
fied  to  Rome — there  converted  through  St,  PauPs  mi" 
niftry — returned  tn  hismajler  with  the  Apoflle^s  recom- 
mendation — was  affectionately  received  by  the  Church 
as  a  brother*^and  "perhaps  admitted  into  the  facred 
minijtry. 

While  wc  are  confidenng  the  charaders  of 
men,  we  ought  to  perceive  and  admire  the  glory  and 
perfections  of  God  in  his  conduct  towards  them.  The 
government,  which  He  exercifes  over  our  fallen  race^ 
exhibits  an  aftoniibing  view  of  his  love,  no  lefs  tiiaA 
of  his  power.  Such  a  view  is  given  us  in  every  in- 
flance  of  the  converfion  of  a  finner,  which  is  always 
to  be  regarded  as  an  event  of  peculiar  magnitude. 
Therein  we  difcover  the  exceeding  gfeatnefs  of  that 
grace,  which  can  pardon  and  fandlify  the  rebellious ; 
•and  therefore  cafes  of  this  nature,  as  far  as  they  are 
made  known  to  us,  demand  our  fertous  attention. 

The  perfon,  who  is  here  propofed  as  the  fubjeft  of 
our  meditations,  claims  our  notice  on  this  ground. 
The  facred  volume,  indeed,  does  not  contain  a  large 
account ;  but  the  few  circumftances  recorded  of  him, 
will  furnifh  us  with  important  inftru(ftion.  He  had 
been  {daced  in  a  mean  fituatlon,  and  his  condu<9:  had 
been  infamous  ;  but,  the  doftrine  of  the  crofs  having 
reached  his  heart  with  a  mighty  energy,  he  became  an 
honourable  and  ufeful  member  both  of  fociety  and  o£ 
the  Church  of  God.  The  holy  Angels  rejoiced  at- 
Itbe  change ;  may  we  contemplate  it  with  gratitude 


nddelTght,  and  prove  by  our  future  obedience,  that 
we  have  obtained  the  fame  mercy ! 

Onefimus  was  no  more  than  a  common  flave,  but' 
probably  did  not  feel  the  hardfcips,  generally  attendant 
on  fuch  a  condition;  and  he  was  favoured  with  op- 
portunities of  gaining  religious  knowledge  and  im- 
provement.      His  mafter   Philemon   profcfled    an* 
adorned  the  Gofpel,  and,  it  fhould  feem,  was  alfo  a« 
feithful  preacher :  for  St.  Paul  addreffes  him  as  his- 
"  dearly  beloved  and  fellow  labourer,"  diftinguiflied 
for  his  **  love  and  faith  toward  the  Lord  Jefus  j\ndi 
toward  all  faints,"  and  having  a  church  in  his  houfe^^ 
The  meaneft  fervant,  in  fuch  a  pious  family,  doubtleft- 
enjoyed  peculiar  advantages  of  a  fpiritual  k'tpd.    But 
no  external  means  can  change  the^  heart.     Onefimui- 
retained  his  fituation   without  any  apparent  benefit 
from  the  prayers,.  inftru6lionsj  admonitions,  or  exam*- 
pie  of  his  excellent  mafter ;  and  on  this  account  hi^* 
guilt  was  more   highly  aggravated.      To  continue 
carelefs  and  impenitent,  under  the  conftant  obfervation 
of  th€  efficacious  and  happy  influence  of  real  religion,, 
manifefts  the  deepeft  depravity ;  for  it  implies  more- 
tfian  gtofs  ignorance,  an  avowed  contempt  and  rejec- 
tion of  God  and  his  truth. 

O  confider,  if  you  are  the  members  of  fuch  ah* 
houOiold,  as  that  of  Philemon,  What  improvement 
arc  you  making  of  the  vafuable  opportunities  afforded: 
jjou?  Have  you  not  yet  to  learn  the  way  of  righte- 
oufneft,  though  you^h^verlong  bfeen  taught?  Do  you 
not  negleft  your  fouls,  though  continually  warned  of 
your  danger?  You  are  fummoned  to  the  worfhip  of 
God,,  both  at  Church  and  at  home :  but  do  you  not 
ftill  remain  ftrangers  to  praver?  What  account,,  then,^ 
Qiall  you  be  able  to  give  ?  Should  you  die  in^  unbelief," 
your  mafters  and  parents,  whofe  exhortations  yoUi 
ftave  defpifed^.  will  witn^fs  againfl  you  rand  that  ma» 

♦  Philem.-i,  &c*- 
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ation,  which  might  have  proved  an  unfpeakable  blefl- 
ing,  will  eventually  be  your  heavieft  curfe. 

Onefimus  was  not  merely  thoughtlefs,  but  deftitute 
of  all  principles  of  probity.  He  betrayed  his  truft  in 
Philemon's  fervice,  and  then  abfconded  with  the  pil- 
fered property.  Is  the  heinoufnefs  of  diflionefty  fufr 
ficiently  confidered?  Are  you,  to  whom  the  concerns  of 
others  are  committed,  ftriftly  attentive  to  your  obliga- 
tions ?  Do  you  hate  robbery,  even  in  the  fmalleft  de- 
gree ?  And  are  all  your  tranfaitions  fuch,  as  you  could 
bear  to  produce  to  the  public  view  ?  O  remember, 
there  is  a  (iod  in  heaven,  who  narrowly  inrpe6ls  your 
private  dealings,and  will  expofc  every  fraudulent  prac- 
tice, at  the  day  of  judgment :  Will  not  this  be  to  your 
unfpeakable  confufion  ?  Determine,  then,  to  fufFer 
any  difficulties,  rather  than  wafte  or  embezzle  what  is 
depofited  with  you.  Let  "  no  man  go  beyond  and 
defraud  his  brother  in  any  matter,  becaufe  the  Lord 
is  the  avenger  of  all  fuch*." 

From  this  view  of  Onefimus's  ftate  and  conduft 
we  fliould  have  apprehended  every  thing  bad :  and 
had  he  recei-tf^d  the  juft  recompenfe  of  his  iniquity, 
pv  been  left  to  follow,  without  reftraint,  the  devices 
of  his  own  heart,  the  confequence  mufl:  have  been 
fatal.  But  a  different  fcene  opens  upon  us  j  and  we 
jturn  from  the  profligacy  of  the  fmner,  to  behold  the 
rich  and  fovereign  grace  of  our  God  in  Jefus  Chrift. 

Onefimus,  having  bafely  deferted  his  matter,  pro- 
bably became  a  wanderer  and  a  vagabond.  In  that 
ftate,  under  the  controlling  influence  of  divine  Provi- 
dence, his  fteps  were  direfted  to  Rome  ;  and  there, 
by  fome  means  or  other,  he  was  brought  under  the 
niiniflry  of  St.  Paul,  who,  though  a  prifoner,  was  per- 
mitted to  preach  the  Gofpel  in  his  own  houfe.  What 
wereOnefimus's  motives  for  attending  the  Apoftle,  we 
know  not  j  but  the  event  was  blclTed.  The  wretche4 
rambler  was  fuddenly  arretted  ;  an  arrow  of  convi6lion 
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from  the  Lord  pierced  his  heart ;  he  confeflcd  his 
guilt,  and  obtained  mercy  through  that  Saviour,  of 
whom  he  then  heard.  A  total  renovation  took  place 
within  him  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  he  "  renounced 
the  hidden  things  of  difhonefty,"  and  defired  to  ferve 
God  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.  He'^^  more 
than  reformed ;  he  was  made  ''  a  new  creature/? 
This,  faid  Paul,  is  "  my  fon  Onefimus,  whom  I 
have  begotten  in  my  bonds,"  , 

Here,  then,  is  a  ftriking  inftance,  and  undeniable 
proof,  of  the  extenfivenefs  and  power  of  that  grace, 
which  God  has  exhibited  in  the  Gofpel.  He  can  fave 
thofe,  whofe  cafes  in  our  view  appear  defperate.  He 
can  pardon  the  moft  aggravated  fins,  and  wafh  away 
ftains  of  the  deepeft  die.  He  can  turn  the  moft  ob-. 
durate  rebel  into  a  faithful  fubjeft.  Accumulated 
offences,  and  confirmed  habits  of  wickednefs,  are  no 
obftruclion  to  the  exercife  of  his  mercy  and  the  effi- 
cacious influence  of  his  Spirit,  towards  thofe,  whom 
He  is  pleafcd  to  vifit  with  his  falvation.  On  this 
ground,  we  may  be  encouraged  to  entertain  a  pleafing 
hope  for  others,  and  to  offer  importunate  fupplica- 
tions  for  ourfelves.  , 

.  Some  are  difpofed  to  afk,  Why  does  the  Lord  per- 
mit the  objects  of  his  choice  to  proceed  fo  far  and  con- 
tinue fo  long  in  their  evil  courfes  ?  Why  does  he  not 
prevent  the  mifchief,  which  they  bring  upon  them- 
felves  and  their  connections  ?  But  inftead  of  giving 
way  to  curious  enquiries  and  prefumptuous  cavillings 
concerning  his  difpenfations,  we  fliould  rather  bow 
before  him  with  unfeigned  humility,  and  confefs  that 
we  have  no  right  to  queftion  his  proceedings.  Many, 
of  his  reafons,  probably,  are  concealed  froai  us  ;  but 
that  part  of  his  conduft,  which  he  has  fubmitted  to 
our  view,  demands  our  admiration,  love,  and  praife  ; 
and  even  when  his  appointments  appear  to  us  ftrangc 
and  unaccountable,  we  fliould  rell  aflured,  that  He" 
doeth  all  things  well,  and  .wait  for  ^n  tx^Vdxv^N^a^x:^ 
the  IdA  day. 

^4  ^^ 
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We  grant  that  He  fuffers  men,  for  whom  he  has 
•*  thoughts  of  peace  and  not  of  evil,"  to  gratify  their 
6wn  perverfe  deiires,  and  make  a  daring  progrefs  m 
wickcdnefs.  Thus  he  takes  occafion  to  Iwmble  them 
more  efFeftually,  after  they  have  given  fiill  proof  of 
their  depravity  by  their  atrocious  conduft.  He  ex- 
hibits in  a  more  confpicuous  light  the  fovereignty  of 
his  mercy,  while  he  convinces  them  by  a  view  of  their 
own  experience,  that  they  deferve  to  perifh,  even  as 
ethers,  and  that  they  are  indebted  to  his  Almighty 
grace  for  any  falutary  change  produced.  It  is  ob*. 
fervable,  too^  that  perfons  of  this  defcription,  when 
they  have  embraced  the  Gofpel,  generally  poffefs  a 
ftronger  and  livelier  fenfe  of  the  value  of  redemption,. 
and  their  obligations  to  the  Saviour^  than  thofe  who 
have  not  run  into  the  fame  irregularities.  They  feel 
the  more  fervent  love,  as  being  more  deeply  imprefled 
with  the  perfuafion,  that  they  have  much  forgiven  *.. 
Are  there  not  evident  marks  of  the  divine  wifdoni 
and  goodnefs  in  this  procedure  ?  We  confefs,  that  the 
tdh'jcA  involves  difficulties,  "^^'hich  we  pretend  not  to- 
explain ;  and  we  caution  our  readers  to  fufpe<3  their 
own  reafonings  and  conclufions,  which  are  not  ex- 
prefsly  warranted  by  the  fcriptures.  While  we  main- 
tain and  rejoice  in  th6  full  liberty  of  the  Gofpel,  let 
lis  beware  of  abufing  it  to  the  purpofes  of  HcentiouC 
nefs.  "  Where  fin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more 
abound. — What  fliall  we  fay  thenf  Shall  we  continue- 
in  fin,  that  grace  may  abound  ?  God  forbid  f ."  We, 
rcjefl:  fuch  an  inference  with  abhorrence. 

It  is  the  high  prerogative  of  Him,  "  who  worketfb 
all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  ovm  will  J,"  to 
bring  gpod  out  of  evil,  and  to  glorify  himfelf  even  b)^ 
the  difobedience  of  his  creatures  :  yet  this  does  not  in 
any  meafure  palliate  their  guilt.-  The  wickednefs  o^ 
Jofcph'st)rethren,inconfpiring  againfthim  and  felling 
film  into  Egypt,  was  eventually  the  means  of  great 
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and  numerous  advantages,  and  defigned  to  be  fo  by 
the  divine  appointment.  But,  as  they  a£^ed  from  the 
bafeft  motives,  they  were  perfc<EUy  inexcufable.  "  Ye 
thought  evil  againft  me,"  faid  Jofeph,  "  but  God 
meant  it  unto  good*/*  It  pleafed  the  Lord,  like* 
wife,  to  render  the  difhonefty  of  Oneiimus,  though., 
truly  deteftable,  fubfervient  to  the  moft  gracious  pur- 
pofes.  This,  at  leaft,  led  the  way  to  his  converfion  y  ^ 
and  who  (hall  fay,  that  it  was  not  permitted,  in  order 
to  fix  upon  his  heart  a  deep  convi(SHon  of  his  depra* 
vity  ?  What  elfe  could  be  the  fenfe  of  the  Apoftle^ 
when  he  obferved  to  Philemon,  **  Perhaps,  he  there- 
fore departed  for  a  feafon,  that  thou  fhouldft  receive 
him  for  ever  ?'*  This  gives  us  an  aftonifiiing  view  of 
the  difpenfations  of  God.  He  preferves  his  own  hoIi-» 
iiefs  ;  and  yet,  the  very  fins,  which  are  moft  hatefuL 
to  him,  form  a  part  of  his  plan^  inafmuch  as  he  intends 
to  make  ufe  of  them  for  the  recovery  of  the  offend-^ 
ers.  They  follow  their  own  perverfe  inclinations^ 
whilft  he  fecretly  condufts  them  to  thofe  places  and. 
conneflions,  in  which  a  bleffing  awaits  them.  Thefe 
cafes  frequently  occur ;  but  many  of  them,  at  prefent>. 
may  be  wifely  concealed  from  public  view,  fince  men 
of  corrupt  minds  would  thence  take  occafion  to  blaC* 
pheme  the  truth,  and  harden  themfelves  in  their 
iniquity.  But  hereafter  they  will  all  be  diCplayed,  and- 
furnifli  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  with  additional  rca- 
fons  for  admiring,  loving,  and  praifing  Him  through* 
out  eternity. 

Such  alfo  is  the  foverergn  Providence  of  God,  that 
he  can  never  be  at  a  lofs  for  means  to  accomplKh  his 
own  purpofes.  He  •*  waits  to  be  gracious,"  and 
fends  repeated  calls  and  offers  of  mercy  to  thofe,  who 
perfift  in  their  rebellion.  Yet  he  is  not  difappointed  : 
if  one  method  fails  for  reducing  them  to  obedience, 
another  it  at  hand.  Onefimus  fled  from  the  admoni« 
tions  of  his  pious  mafter,  but  in  his  flighty  though  this 
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was  no  part* of  his  intention,  he  came  under  the  mi* 
niftry  of  St,  Paul,  and  there  received  the  blefling  of  a 
new  heart.  The  Lord  God,  though  not  confined  in 
his  agency,  generally  honours  the  oTrdinances  of  his 
own  appointment ;  and  while  men  feek  to  evade  thofe 
exhortations,  which  are  painful  to  them,  he  is  often 
pleafed  to  bring  them  under  the  found  of  his  word 
in  a  different  fituation,  and  produce  in  them  fuch  a 
change,  as  they  neither  expefted  nor  defired.  But, 
by  whatever  inftrument  a  fpiritual  renovation  is 
efFedled,  the  whole 'glory  (hould  be  afcribed  to  Him, 
"  who  worketh  all  in  all  ♦." 

This  is  not  a  fubjeft  of  mere  fpeculation.  Con- 
verfion  extends  not  to  the  judgment  only,  but  to  the 
inward  principles  and  tempers,  and  v/ill  appear  in  the 
outward  conduct.  In  fome  inftances  fufficient  time 
may  not  be  allowed,  to  give  a  public  and  decifive  proof 
of  its  reality.  We  do  not  affert,  that  in  thefe  cafes  there 
is  no  evidence  to  be  depended  on,  but  none  of  that  fort^ 
which  we  are  authorized  to  require  as  indifpenfably 
neceflary,  where  life  is  fpared,  and  opportunities  of 
doing  good  are  afforded.  **  This  I  fay  therefore,  and 
teftify  in  the  Lord,  that  ye  henceforth  walk  not  as 
other  Gentiles  walkf."  "  Let  your  light  fo  fhine 
before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and 
glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  J." 

St.  Paul  without  hefitation  pronounced  Onefftnus 
a  convert ;  and,  doubtlefs,  the  change  was  evinced  to 
his  fatisfac&ion.The  poor  fugitive  iliive  felt  a  deep  con- 
viftion  of  his  guilt,  and  efpecially  of  the  theft,  which 
he  had  committed.  He  opened  his  diftrefs,  and  made 
a  frank  conieifion  to  the  Apoftle,  that  through  him  he 
might  implore  forgivenefs  from  his  much  injured 
mafter.  Repentance  is  always  accompanied  with  a 
painful  remembrance  of  fin,  a  fenfe  of  its  evil,  and  a 
readinefs  to  acknowledge  both  to  God  and  men  every 
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wrong,  which  has  been  done.  If  the  mifchief  which 
we  have  occalioned  cannot  be  repaired,  yet  we  fhould 
prove  our  godly  forrow  by  an  honeft  and  unreferved 
declaration  of  our  bafenefs.  An  anxious  erideavour 
to  deny  or  conceal,  to  juftify  or  palliate  our  mifcon- 
duft,  will  give  fufficient  ground  for  fufpedting  an  un- 
foundnefs  of  heart. 

Onefimus  was  willing  to  return  to  his  proper  poft^ 
which  he  had  fo  fhamefully  deferred,  and  defirous  by  a 
ftridl  attention  to  his  duty  to  be  ufeful  to  that  honour- 
able perfon,  who  hatl  fufleced  by  his  former  treachery^ 
This  was  a  favourable  fign.  It  ought  never  to  be 
forgotten,  that  true  religion  will  direft  our  regard  to 
our  refpedive  places  in  life,  which  we  have  forfakea 
or  neglected,  and  difpofe  us  to  difcharge  our  appointed, 
offices  for  the  benefit  of  thofe,  to  whom  we  have  been^ 
injurious.  The  fincere  penitent  will  enquire,  Hovip 
may  I  ferve  and  glorify  God  iri  my  fituation  ?  Hov^ 
may  I  now  fulfil  thofe  obligations,  which  I  have  bafe- 
ly  violated  in  time  paft  ?  I  have  wronged  and  grieved 
my  neareft  connexions,  my  parents  or  mafter,  my 
children  or  fervants  :  in  what  way  may  I  now  be  en- 
abled to  promote  their  advantage  and  comfort?  But 
thofe,  who  feel  no  fuch  concern  about  cheir  future 
conduft,  who  are  not  folicitous  to  anfvier  fome  more 
profitable  purpofe  than  they  have  done,  know  not  the 
grace  of  God  in  truth  ;  but  their  religion  is  vain. 

In  order  to  probe  the  wound  more  perfed^ly,  we 
obferve,  that,  if  your  confciences  be  diflrefled  by  the 
recolledlion  of  any  trefpafs  or  injury,  which  you  have 
committed,  you  muft  endeavour  to  make  reparation 
according  to  the  utmofl  of  your  ability.  If  you  refufe 
this,  your  profeffions  of  penitence  are  hypocritical. 
Onefimus,  probably,  could  not  reftore  the  pilfered 
property  to  Philemon  ;  but  he  acknowledged  his  obli- 
gation to  do  it,  and  St.  Paul  took  that  obligation  upoa 
himfelf.  Thus  the  Apoftle  writes,  "  If  he  hath 
wronged  thee>  or  oweth  thee  ought,  put  that,  on  mine 
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tccount :  I  Paul  have  written  it  with  mine  own  hand, 
I  will  repay  it/' 

Oncfimus,  having  obtained  forgivenefs  with  God,; 
was  cordially  received  by  the  Church,  and  from  that 
time  held  in  confiderable  reputation.  St.  Paul  com- 
mends him  to  the  notice  otthe  Coloffians,  as  "  a  faith- 
ful and  beloved  brother,' who  was  one  of  them  ♦.''  And 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory  relates,  that  he  was  afterwards 
admitted  into  the  facred  miniftry,  and  laboured  dili- 
gently for  the  converfion  of  others.  What  an  aftonifli- 
ing  and  happy  change,  then,  was  here  accompli(hed  f 
How  excellent  is\hat  fyftem  of  faith,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  produce  thefe  glorious  efFeih  F  "  Inftead  of  the 
thorn  fhall  come  up  the  fir-tree,  and  inftead  of  the 
brier  {ball  come  up  the  myrtle-tree  :  and  it  fliall  be 
fo  the  Lord  for  a  name,  for  an  everlafting  fign  that 
ihall  not  be  cut  offf."  After  fuch  a  reprefcntation. 
it  will  not  furely  be  objefted,  that  the  doilrmes  of  thci^ 
Gofpel  are  of  a  Mcentibus  tendency.  Through  the 
gracious  provifion  which  God  has  made  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  there  is  free  and  plitnteous  redemption  for  thofe,, 
who  have  been  moft  abandoned  in  principle  ^nd  con- 
in6i.  But,  confiftently  with  this  truth,  we  maintain 
fhat  whom  the  Lord  pardons  He  alfo  fandlifies^  and. 
tfcat  believers  muft  prove  their  finccrity  by  abounding 
Hi  all  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs*  Do  we  not^  then,. 
efFedlually  fecure  the  int«refts  of  morality  and  hdi- 
neki 

Some,  perhaps,  objefl:  to  the  kindnefs  and  cordiali-^ 
ty,  with  which  fuch  converts  are  uCiaHy  received 
among  Chriftians  :  but  this  very  circumftance,.  whiclt 
excites  difguft,  difplays  the  ftrong  influence  of  our 
religion.  If  there  is  joy  in  the  prefence  of  the  An- 
gels of  God  over  repenting  finners  J,  fhall  not  the 
feints  on  earth  participate  of  the  fame  generous  affec- 
tion and  difintcrefted  pleafure  ?  Shall  not  all,  who  love 

< 
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the  Lord,  (hew  (be  tendereft  regard  for  thofe,  who 
are  reconciled  to  him,  without  exception  of  rank,  or 
even  of  their  former  character?  If  he  vouchfafe  to  ad- 
mit them  into  his  family  as  his  fons  and  daughters,  who 
are  we,  that  we  fliould  trdat  them  with  contempt  or 
negledl?  The  grace  of  God  will  teach  us,  that  '^  we 
were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others  ♦,*' 
and  difpofe  us  to  love  all  thofe  as  brethren,  who  appear 
to  be  renewed  by  the  fame  fpirit. 

Paul,  though  an  Apoftle,  rejoiced  over  Onefimus^ 
who  was  no  better  than  a  poor  flave,  and  whofe  con- 
duft  had  been  infamous.  He  did  not  urge  againft 
him  his  mean  condition,  or  his  atrocious  crimes  5  but, 
believing  him  to  be  born  of  Goch,  he  embraced  hinn 
as  a  fcUow-helr,  very  carncftly  interceded  for  hinx 
with  Philemon,  and  with  the  overflowings  of  parental 
afFe&km  exulted  in  him  as  his  own  child.  Do  we  not 
fed  very  forcibly  our  obligations  to  Cbriftian  lovei 
while  we  obfervc  with  what  tendernefs  and  fervoui? 
St.  Paul  commends  this  young  convert  to  the  favour- 
able notice  of  his  mafter :  "  I  befeech  thee,'*  fays  hc^ 
•*f6r  my  fon  Onefimus  j— thou  therefore  receive  hinv 
that  is  mine  own  bowels ; — not  now  as  a  fervknt,  but 
above  a  fervant,  a  brother  beloved,  fpecially  to  m^ 
but  how  much  more  unto  thee,  both  in  the  flelh,  ana 
in  the  Lord  ?  If  thou  count  me  therefore  a  partner,, 
receive  him  as  myfelf/*  Probably,  Philemon  com- 
plied with  the  requeft  in  its  full  extent,  pardoned  thcr 
returning  flave,  treated  him  with  afFedionate  regard, 
and  rejoiced  at  the  change.  Let  us  lilcewife  learn,  to^ 
lay  afidc  our  envious  refentments,  and,  without  ad* 
verting  to  paft  circumftances,  if  only  we  are  now? 
united  together  in  the  bonds  of  the  Covenant,  and 
**  called  in  one  hope  of  our  calling,"  let  us,  as  bre- 
thren of  the  fame  father,  "  love  one  another  with  % 
pure  heart  fervently.'* 

♦  Eph.  iU  3^ 
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But,  while  we  contend  for  the  exercife  of  an  en- 
larged benevolence  towards  all  Chriftians,  we  main- 
tain that  the  Gofpel  does  not  reduce  the  different 
ranks  and  orders  of  fociety  to  a  level,  nay,  rather  it 
requires  thofe  diftindlions  tp  be  obferved.     Onefimus 
might  pofHbly  refume  his  poft  in  Philemon's  houftioidy 
and  yet  be  trea:ed  on  a  fpiritual  account,  *'  not  now 
as  a  fcrvant,  but  above  a  fervant,  a  brother  beloved.'' 
This  fpiritual  regard  we  may  pay  to  our  pious  labour- 
ers and  meaneft  dependents,  as  the  children  of  God 
and  the  heirs  of  glory,  while  we  continue  to  infift  oi> 
their  fubjcfllon  and  obedience.     We  lament  the  for- 
wardnefs  of  feme,    who  feem  to  think  they  are  ex- 
empted from  (ubordi nation,   in  confequence  of  their 
religious  knowledge  and  attainments.    They  obtrude 
themfelves  with  a  degree  of  infolence  on  the  notice  of 
their  fuperiors,  as  if  in  a  civil  fenfe  there  muft  be  a 
perfeft  equality  among  thofe,  who  are  one  in  Chrift* 
Surely  this  betrays  grofs  mifconceptions  of  our  reli- 
gion,  or  much  haughtinefs  of  temper.    *"  Let  as 
many  fervants,  as  are  under  the  yoke,  count  their 
own  matters  worthy  of  all  honour;  that  the  name  of 
God  and  his  dodtrine  be  not  blafphemeJ.     And  they 
*that  have   believing  matters,  let  them   not   defpife 
them,"  (as  if  they  were  all  on  a  level)  "  becayfe  they 
are  brethren  ;  but  rather  do  them  fervice*." 

Perfons  of  higher  rank  (hould  alf)  learn  to  correft 
their  proud  and  difdainful  behaviour  towards  their  in- 
feriors. They  have  a  right  to  ufe  their  labours  ;  yet 
they  (hould  treat  them  with  all  gentlenefs  of  man- 
ners. Thefe  worldly  dittinSions  vi^ill  foon  ceafe,  and 
only  that  grand  difcrimination  of  characters,  which 
the  grace  of  God  produces,  will  latt  for  ever.  If, 
therefore,  we  difcover  the  image  of  the  Saviour  in 
them,  who  are  fubje£l:  to  our  authority,  they  fhould 
be  particularly  dear  to  us  for  his  fake,  and  we  fhould 
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rejoice  over  them  from  the  delightful  expedbtion, 
that  we  fhall  meet  them  in  heaven*  There  Onefimus 
and  Philemon,  with  their  beloved  Paul,  are  worfliip- 
ping  in  the  fame  company..  There  may  we  alfo,  and 
our  refpeftive  families,  make  up  the  houfhold  of  faith, 
and  join  in  the  fame  acclamations  of  praife  before  the 
throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb  ! 

The  example  before  us  may  encourage  the  mofi: 
atrocious  finners  to  return  to  God  with  the  hope  of 
obtaining  mercy;  but  the  fubjeft  is  (hamefully  per- 
verted,  if  it   imbolden  any  to  perfift  in  their  evil 
courfes.     Shall  you  dare  to  fay,  For  the  prefent  I  will 
give  a  loofe  to  my  heart's  defires,  but  on  fome  future 
day  I  will  repent,  and  doubt  not  of  obtaining  forgive- 
nefs,  even  as  Onefimus  ?  Does  the  work  of  converfion 
lie  within  your  own  power?   Or  can  you  claim  the~ 
grace,  which  alone  is  able  to  efFeft  it?  Are  the  in- 
ftances  6f  fuch  a  change,  in  pcrfons  rejecting  the 
Gofpel,  fo  numerous,  as  to  waprant  your  conclufion, 
that  you  fliall  certainly  be  recovered  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, do  you  not  fee  many  fuddenly  taken  away  irt 
their  iniquities,  and  others,  who  are  fpared  a  longer 
time,  become  more  and  more  obdurate,  till,  as  we 
fw*ar,  they  fill  up  their  meafure,  and  perifli  with  ag- 
gravated ruin  for  their  contempt  of  falvation  ?  Pre* 
fume  not,  tl^en,  on  diftant  opportunities,  which  may 
never  be  granted :  refift  not  your  prefent  conviftions, 
left  they  ihould  return  no  more.     You  have  trifled 
too  much  already :  O  give  the  remainder  of  your  (hort 
life  to  Him,  for  whofe  fervice  you  were  made :  thank- 
fully accept  his  offered  mercy,  and  endeavour  to  im- 
prove everj  fucceeding  day  for  his  glory ! 
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Jlngeh^  their  nature^  charaller^  and  Jituation-'-^an 
God*s  minjftgrsy  and  perform  his  furpofes-'^Jiudy  and 
admire  the  plan  of  redemption-^announced  the  birth 

t^  Jefus^'^worjhipped  him-^attended  him — declared 
is  refurreiiior^-^rejoice  in  the  converfion  of  Jinners 
^-^-jwatch  over  believers — will  accompany  Jefus  to  the 
iq/l  judgment -^fummon  the  world — approve  and  ex^ 
tcute  the  different  fentences — will  be  for  ever  employed 
in  praifing  God — confirmed  in  their  holy  and  happy 
Jiate^^and  united  with  redeemed  faints. 

X  N  contemplating  the  various  chara£lers  of  men,  wc 
perceive  much  cau(e  to  mourn  for  the  fad  effcfts,  which 
dn  has  produced  upon  the  earth.  Some  of  thefe  cha- 
rafters  exhibit  nothing  but  evil.  Others  difcover 
a  real  excellency  of  dirpofition  and  condu6l :  but  fuch 
^re  theij^jdefedl^  fo  interrupted  their  obedience,  that 
even  in  tnem  the  purpofes  of  Heaven  (eem,  as  yet, 
to  be  imperfeSly  anfwered.  Our  fpecies  evidently 
appears  in  a  fallen  ftate ;  extreme  depravity  univer-  ' 
felly  prevails,  which  is  ofFenfive  to  God,  obfcures  his 
glory,  and  fpreads  confufion  and  mifery  through  the 
whole  fyftem  of  human  affairs. 

Poffibly,  there  may  be  other  worlds,  where  no  fuch 
appftafy  has  taken  place,  and  where  Jehovah,  the 
great  Lord  of  all,  is  continually  receiving  the  full 
tribute  of  honour,  love,  and  fervice  from  thoufands 
of  intelligent  and  holy  creature^.  We  have  certain 
information,  that  there  is  one  bleffed  fociety  of  this 
ijnd|  the  Angels  of  ticA\xvVw^^N^ii^\^WV\VV^v«aifli 
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•U4  with  matter  of  ufeful  and  delightful  meditation,, 
^htn  we  are  diftreffcd  by  a  view  of  our  own  unhap* 
py  circumftances* 

Thefe  exalted  beings  are,  as  much  as  ourfelves,  the 
workmanfhip  of  God,  and  as  entirely  dependent  upon 
him.  It  ihould  feem,  that  they  were  brought  into 
exigence  before  the  human  fpecies ;  but  both  they 
and  we  were  made  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  doing  thlb 
will  and  ihewing  forth  the  praifes  of  God.  "  Thou 
art  worthy,  O  JLprd,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour,. 
s\nd  power :  for  thou  h^ft  created  all  tbiiigs,  and  f6r 
tby  pleafure  they  are  and  were^  created  */' 

They  are  ^irits,  poffeffed  of  large  inteUe<^al 
powers  ;  and  though  they  have  not  fleih  and  bones  f , 
nor  any  corporeal  form,  like  our's,  they  can  become 
^vifible  to  US;  when  cpmmiffioned  for  fpecial  purpofes* 
They  are  alfo  endued  with  vigour  of  a  fupcrior  fort ; 
and  accordingly  they  have  produced  efFedis,  to  which 
no  human  exertions  would  be  equal.  They  are  there-  ' 
fore  called  '*  mighty  Angels,"  and,  are  ftid  to  "  excel 
in  ftrength  J."  Their  chief  refidence  is  in  heaven, 
where  the  ever-bleflcd  God  difplays  the  fplendour  of 
liis  Majefty  ;  and  there  they  are  adnaitted  "  to  behold 
the  beauty  of  the  Lord :"  but  while  they  appear  in 
his  immediate  prelence,  they  bow  at  his  footftooK 
The  fociety  is  extremely  numerous.  When  Daniel 
(2^  cc  jhg  Antient  of  days"  fitting  on  his  throne,  he 
thus  defcribes  his  attendants  ;  "  Thoufand  thoufands 
miniftered  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
thoufand  flood  before  himl|."  Our  Lord  declared, 
that  he  could  have  procured  for  his  affiftance  '^  more 
than  twelve  legions  of  Angels  §  ;"  and  it  is  further 
aflerted,  that  their  company  is  "  innumerable 4.** 
They  arediftinguiflied  into  difFerent  orders,  and  pof- 
fefs  difFerent  degrees  of  glory  and  perfection:  ,this 

*  Rev.  iv.  II.  f  Luke  xxiv.  39.  J  2  Thcff.  i.  7.  Pfal.  ciii.  20. 
I  Dan.  vii.  9,  10.    §  Mttt.  xxvi.  5^.    4  Heb*  xii.  22* 
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fccms  to  be  implied,  where  they  are  reprefented  jb 
•*  thrones,  dominions,  principalities,  and  powers  *." 
Two  of  the  celettial  Hierarchy  are  mentioned  by 
name,  Michael  and  Gabriel,  as  obtaining  a  prefer- 
ence, and  exalted  to  peculiar  eminence  f . 

But,  however  they  may  be  difcriminated  by  various 
meafures  of  excellence,  they  are  all  adorned  with  a 
fplendour,  which  human  eyes,  in  our  prefent  ftate, 
could  not  bear.  Some  of  the  moft  advanced  faints 
on  earth  have  been  confounded  by  their  appearance. 
There  is  no  defeft  in  any  of  theni.  They  are  com- 
pletely holy,  and  completely  happy :  being  in  all  re- 
fpefts  conformed  to  the  will  of  God,  they  enjoy  the 
cx)nftant  aflurances  of  his  love.  They  can  therefore 
tell,  from  their  own  experience,  that  "  in  his  pre- 
fence  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  at  his  right  hand  there  are 
pleafures  for  evermore  J/'  In  them  let  us  admire 
the  great  Creator,  from  whom  they  have  derived 
whatever  they  poffefs,  and  who  alone  is  "  the  per- 
fedlion  of  beauty."  To  Him  let  us  look  in  fervent 
prayer  for  the  communications  of  his  grace,  if  we 
wifh  to  refemble  thefe  bleffed  fpirits. 
Let  us  enquire 

I.  What  is  their  employment  in  the  prefent  admi- 
niftration  of  the  divine  government.  The  Lord 
himfelf,  by  his  continual  and  fovereign  agency,  up- 
holds and  regulates  every  part  of  the  univerfe,  which 
he  hath  made.  He  wants  no  afliftance ;  yet  he  is 
pleafed  to  accomplifli  his  purpofes  by  various  inftru- 
ments,  which  he  ufes,  not  through  weaknefs  as  earth- 
ly monarchs  do,  but  for  the  difplay  of  his  power  and 
the  glory  of  his  majefty.  The  holy  Angels  are  called 
his  *' chariots;"  and  "the  Lord  is  among  them," 
riding,  as  it  were,  in  great  ftate  and  triumph  j. 
They  furround  his  throne  with  unceafing  fongs  of 

*  Col.  i.  i6.      f  Jude  9.  Ltu  i.  19.      J  Pfal.  xvl  11.      J  Pfal. 
Ixviii.  17.  xviii.  lo. 
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praife  and  adoration,  and  ftand  ready  to  fly  wherever 
he  (hall  appoint.  They  are  therefore  called  his 
"  minifters  ;"  and,  when  commiflioned  by  him  for 
the  execution  of  any  plan,  they  proceed  without  he- 
fitation,  upon  the  firft  intimation  of  his  will,  being 
lively,  quick,  and  penetrating,  as  "  a  flaming  fire*," 
They  "  do  his  commandments,"  perfeftly  fulfilling 
all  his  pleafure,  and  efteeming  it  their  honour  to  be 
employed  in  his  fervice ;  yet  they  wait  for  his  in- 
jundions,  "hearkening  unto  the  voice  of  his  word  f-** 
A  revolt,  indeed,  has  taken  place  among  them,  in  con- 
(equence  of  which  many  of  their  company  w6re  driven 
out  of  heaven.  But  thefe,  of  whom  we  now  fpeak, 
have  uniformly  and  in  every  inftance  maintained 
their  obedience. 

They  are  intereflred  in  the  concerns  of  this  lower 
world.  When  the  Lord  "  laid  the  foundations  of 
the  earth,'^  they  "  fang  together  and  fliouted  for 
joy  J  ;"  and  from  the  beginning,  as  the  inftruments 
of  divine  Providence,  they  have  borne  a  part  in  the 
adminiftration  of  human  affairs.  Throughout  the 
fcripture  hiftory,  we  remark  the  interpofition  of  An- 
gels. By  them  the  faints  of  God  have  been  direcSed 
in  their  duty,  warned  of  impending  dangers,  relieved 
under  diftreffes,  and  reicued  from  enemies.  We 
need  not  be  particular  in  referring  to  examples. 
**  The  Angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about 
them  that  fear  Wm,  and  delivereth  them  ||."  To 
fiich  the  promife  is  exprefs,  "  He  (hall  give  his  An- 
gels charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways. 
They  fliali  bear  thee  up  in  their  hands,  left  thou  da(h 
riiy  foot  againft  a  ftone  §."  But  they  have  been  com- 
miflioned, alfo,  to  execute  judgment,  as  well  as  to 
perform  ads  of  kindnefs.  Thus  "  an  Angel  ftretched 
out  his  hand  upon  Jerufalem  to  ^ftroy  it  4-."     To 

•  Pfal.  civ.  4.      f  cili  ao,  at.      J  Job  Kxxviiu  4,  7.      ||  Pfal. 
xxxiv.  7.      §  xcj«  SI,  I2«      4*  ^^ain,  Kxiv.  16. 
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a  fimilar  agency  we  are  taught  to  afcribe  the  fiKlden 
ilaughter  of  an  in;menfe  army  of  the  Afiyrians,  aiid 
the  death  of  that  tyrant  Herod,  who  was  fmitten  with 
a  mortal  difeafe  in  the  moment  of  tis  profane  exul- 
tation *. 

Such  are  the  (A&$y  which  antient  hiftory  records : 
and  what  reafon  can  be  afligned,  why  we  ihould  not 
believe  thefe  celeftial  melitngers  to  be  employed 
among  ourftlvcs,  as  they  were  in  former  times? 
Though  we  do  not  difcern  their  intervention,  and 
cannot  afcertain  its  extent  or  effects,  yet  it  ought 
rot  to  be  denied.     And  if  it  be  allowed,  does  it  not 

five  us  nioft  exalted  ideas  of  the  divine  Majefty  ? 
s  it  fo,  that  in  every  part  of  God's  dominion,  where 
we  can  be  placed,  we  arc  furrounded  by  Angels ; 
and  that  this  innumerable  company  is^  continually 
occupied  in  carrying  on  the  purpofes  of  his  adminif- 
tratioa  ?  Then  how  unfpeakably  great  and  glorious 
mud  He  be  !  Will  it  not,  alfo,  fix  a  ferious  and 
tjfeful  impreifion  upon  our  minds,  to  be  aflured  that 
thefe  holy  beings  are  about  our  path,  watch  over  us, 
intereft  themfelves  in  our  happinefs,  and  narrowly  in- 
fpeft  our  conduct  ?  If  only  the  veil  of  flefli  and 
blood  were  removed,  we  (hould  perceive  ourfelves  in 
the  midft  of  many  witnefles.  We  know  not,  how 
much  we  are  indebted  to  their  kind  and  a<Stive  exer- 
tions in  our  favour.  But  ah  !  what  do  they  obferve 
in  our  deportment?  Are  we  not  guilty  of  thole 
adions  before  them,  from  which  we  (hould  be  de- 
terred by  the  prefence  of  any  human  creature  ?  Are 
we  not,  then,  afraid,  left,  while  they  atteft  our  folly 
and  perverfenefs,  they  (hould  be  commanded  to  relin- 
quifh  their  ch4rge  ? 

We  proceed  to  confider 
II.  What  attention  they  pay  to  the  concerns  of  our 
ialvation.      Having  preferved  their  original  purity, 

^  a  Kuigs  xlz.  55«  A£t»  xii-23t 
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ihey  ftand  in  no  need  of  a  Redeemer :  yet^  with  a 
generous,  difinterefted  afFediion,  they  rejoice  in  the 
grace,  which  is  extended  to  us.  It  fhould  feem^ 
that  the  great  plan,  exhibited  in  the  Gofpel,  is  the 
fubjecSl  of  their  holy  meditations,  and  excites  their 
praife  and  wonder.  They  do  not  treat  it  with  con- 
tempt, as  many  of  thofe  evidently  do^  whofe  ever- 
lafting  ftate  depends  upon  it.  Probably,  they  under- 
ftand  much,  but  they  ftoop  down  with  eager  foli- 
citude  to  difcover  more,  of  its  glory,  and  after  all 
confrfs  that  it  "  paffeth  knowledge.'*  Thefe  are  the 
things,  ''  which  they  dcfire  to  look  into*." 

They  could  not  but  feel  aftoniOiment,  when  firfl: 
informed,  that  the  exalted  Perfonage,  who  is  their 
l,ord  and  God,  was  about  to  affume  our  nature5  and 
become  a  fuftering  inhabitant  of  the  earth,  that  he 
might  rcfcue  U5  from  c'eftru<Slion.  Even  to  the  pre- 
sent hour  they  are  unable  to  fathom  this  deep  myftery. 
But  they  admire  the  divine  perfections  of  wifdom, 
power,  love,  truth,  and  holinefs,  as  dtfplayed  in  the 
crofs  of  Chrift :  and,  perhaps,  in  no  other  inftance 
have  they  feen  fo  much"  of  the  chara6ler  of  Jehovah, 
Accordingly,  it  is  declared  to  be  one  part  of  the 
^rand  defign,  '*  that  now  unto  the  principalities  and 
powers  in  heavenly  places  might  be  known  by  the 
Church  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God  f." 

"  When  the  fulnefs  of  the  time  was  come,"  that 
the  Saviour  fhould  appear,  they  were  employed  iti 
various  ways.  They  announced  his  incarnation  to 
Zacharias,  Mary,  and  Jofeph  J,  proclaimed  "  the 
good  tidings"  of  his  nativity  to  the  (hepherds,  and 
then,  in  a  numerous  company,  praifed  God  "  for 
his  unfpeakable  gift  ||."  They  cried  aloud,  "  Glory 
to  God  in  the  higheft^  and  on  earth  peace,  good 
will  toward  men."     Then  indeed  was  "  Jefus  feea 

#  1  Pett  i.  XI.     f  Cpb.  ill.  lo.     t  M^tt.  i«  and  Luke  i. 
11  Lukcni.  9—14.  . 
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of  Ang^els  * :"  they  contemplated  the  incarnate  God 
with  fiixed  attention  and  holy  admiration,  and  were 
required  to  acknowkdge  his  divine  chara6ler,  by 
rendering  him  unfeigned  homage.  For  when  the 
Father  bringeth  the  Firft-begotten  into  the  world, 
he  faith,  ^'  Let  all  the  Angels  of  God  worfhip  him  f." 

During  the  whole  of  the  Redeemer*^  abode  on 
earth,  even  through  his  deepeft  humiliat-ion,.  they 
waited  upon  him  as  thtrir  Lord,  After  his  feverc 
conflift  in  the  wildernefs,  "  Behold,  Angels  came, 
and  miniftered  unto  him  J."  When  he  was  ready 
to  faint  by  means  of  the  agony  and  bloody  fweat, 
which  he  endured  in  the  garden-  of  Gethfemane, 
"  there  appeared  an  Angel  from  heaven  ftrengthening 
him  ||,"  It  was  one  of  this  illuftrious  fociety,  who 
•rolled  away  the  ftone,  that  his  difciples  might  be 
permitted  to  examine  his  Sepulchre;  and  it  fliould 
ieem,  that  feveral  of  thefe  holy  beings  were  em- 
ployed in  attefting  his  refurreftion  §.  Upon  his 
afcenfion  into  heaven,  two  of  them  in  fliining  forms 
prefented  themfelves  to  his  Apoftles,  and  predicted 
their  Lord's  triumphant  return  at  the  laft  day  +  :  and 
when  he,  in  human  nature,  entered  into  glory,  amidft 
Ihe  acclamations  of  all  his  numerous  hof^,  his  pre- 
eminence over  them  was  declared ;  "  Angels,  and  au- 
thorities, and  powers  being  made  fubjeft  unto  him**,'* 

As  the  fervants  of  Jefus,  they  not  only  join  in 
liis  praifes  with  the  Church  above,  but  promote  the 
purpofes  of  his  mercy  in  the  Church  below,  by  ways 
which  we  puetend  not  to  explain.  They  are  not 
fent  forth  to  preach  the  Gofpel ;  this  honour  being 
referved  for  finners,  who  feel  their  own  need  of  that 
falvation,  which  they  propofe,  and  ^re  more  likely 
to  fympathize  with  their  hearers  In  all  the  various 

*  I  Tim.  iii.  l6.  f  Heb.  'u  6.  J  Matt,  iv.  il.  H  Lu.  xxii.  43* 
§  Matt,xxviii.  2—7,  Mar.  xvi.  5—8.  Lu.  xxiv.  4—7.  Johnxx.  12. 
^  Adts  i.  10,  II.     **  I  Pec  Iii.  zx, 
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circiimftances  of  diftrefs  and  temptation.  But  thefe 
bk'fl'ed  rpirits  attend  our  religious  afl'emblies,  as  wit- 
neffes  of  our  devotions,  and  with  a  peculiar  eagernefs 
of  defire  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  miniftry  *.  ^'  There  is 
joy  in  the  prefence  of  the  Angels  of  God  over  one 
linncr  that  rcpenteth  f  •,"  as  if  every  new  convert 
was  an  addition  to  their  happinefs.  VVhilfl:  they  praife 
God  for  fuch  an  inftance  of  his  gondnefs,  they  exu'lt 
in  the  victory  obtained  over  the  powers  of  darknef?, 
and  in  the  enlargement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 
They  receive  the  young  belbever  under  their  care, 
being  commiffioned  to  watch  over  him  for  his  pro- 
tedlion  and  cortifort.  Thus  we  are  allured,  with 
refpeit  to  the  weakeft  and  moft  inconfiderable  mem- 
bers of  the  Church,  "  Their  Angels,"  or  thofe  who 
are  deputed  to  be  their  guardians,  are  no  lefs  than 
the  exalted  fpirits,  who  fland  near  the  throne  and* 
"  always  behold  the  face  of  God  in  heaven  J."  None 
of  them  are  too  great  to  be  exempted  from  thefe 
fervicest  "  Are  they  not  all  miniftering  fpirits,  fent 
forth  to  minifter  for  tliem,  who  fhall  be  heirs  of 
falvation  II  ?'* 

.  Soon  they  will  deliver  up  their  charge,  and  con- 
duct the  fouls  of  thofe,  who  were  committed  to  them, 
*'  through  the  valley  of  the  fliadow  of  death"  to  their 
glorious  and  Weft  abode.  Thus  when  Lazarus  died, 
he  "  was  carried  by  the  Angels  into  Abraham's 
bofom  §."  Believers,  then,  on  their  difmiffion  from 
the  body,  are  attended  by  thefe  holy  being?,  and  en- 
ter into  a  ftate  of  immediate  and  delightful  intercourfe 
^ith  them  ;  fo  that  they  will  join  together,  in  one 
company,  to  afcribe  "  BlefEng,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  power,  unto  Him  that  fitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever+." 

We  profefs  to  admire  the  excellency  of  this  cc- 
leftial   hoft;    but  iliould  we   not,  alfo,  cultivate   a 

•  I  Cor.  xl.  10.  Ecclef.  y.  6.      f  Lu.  xv.  lo.      J  Matt,  xyiii.  lO. 
H  Hcb.  i.  14*      ^  Lu.  xvL  22.      \  Rev.  v«  iv 
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fimilar  difpofition  ?     Or,  while  thcy^  who  are  fo  emi- 
nent in  wifdom>  are  giving  all  ferious  regard  to  the 
work   of  redemption^  ihall   ws  think  it  a  mark  of 
good  fenfe  and  fuperior  underflanding  to  turn  from 
the  confideration  of  it  with  difdain  ?     Is  it  beneath 
us  to  imitate  their   example,    and  '^  defire  to  look 
into"  the  fame  important  fubjetS  ?    We  would,  there- 
fore, a(k  our  readers,  Do  you,  like  the  Angels,  con- 
template the  incarnate  God  and  Saviour  with  afto- 
nifliment  and  fervour  of  aft'e<ftion,  and  bow  before 
him  with  deepeft  reverence  and  adoration  ?     Do  you 
adopt  their  rapturous  anthems,  and  praife  God  fof 
the  birth  of  his  Son  ?     Or  how  can  you  be  uncon- 
cerned about  this  amazing  tranfaftion,  with  which 
the  honour  of  God  and  the  falvation  both  of  your- 
.  fclves  and  others  is  immediately  conneiled  ?      Do 
you  feel  a  generous  folicitude  for  the  fouls  of  yout 
fellow- creatures,  and  rejoice  *'  over  one  finner  that 
rcpenteth  ?"     Rather,  have  you  not,  on  fuch  an  oc- 
caiion,  fhewn  a  malignant  difpleafure,  antT  thrown 
out  virulent  reproaches  ?     Have  you  not  exerted  your 
influence  to  obftruft  the  progrefs   of  the   Goipel? 
While  you  pofTefs  fuch  tempers,  thefc  immaculate 
fpirits  cannot  look  upon  you  with  favourable  regard, 
however  you  may  be  -elteemed  and  applauded  by  yout 
gay  and  difTolute  companions.     O  be  perfuaded  to 
pay  a  deference  to  the  opinion  and  example  of  thofe^ 
whofe  wifdom  and  goodnefs  ftand  unimpeached,  and 
unite  with  them  in  the  moft  vigorous   efforts  to  da 
the  will  of  God,  and  promote  his  glory  ! 

In  our  attention  to  the  charafter  of  Angels,    it 
will  be  proper  to  examine  , 

'  IlL  What  concern  they  bear  in  the  folemn  pro- 
ceedings of  the  laft  day.  The  grand  fcheme  of  re-* 
demption  being  completed^  the  Saviour  will  appear 
as  the  fupreme  and  univerfal  Judge,  ai)d  by  his  irre- 
vocable ientence  declare  the  everlafting  Rate  of  the 
whole  human  race,     ilow  imDorcant  the  deciAon  ! 
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Th^  fcrifftures  do  not  re  prefent  thefc  holy  beings' 
as  called  to  account  for  their  condu6t  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  Chrifb  ;  but  it  Ihould  feem,  that  they  will 
be  employed  for  various  purpofes  at  his  advent. 
\Vlien  he  (hall  defcend  from  heaven,,  they  will  attend 
him  a§  his  faithful  fervants^  and  grace  his  triumph. 
**  The  Son  of  man  (hall  come  in  his  gloVy,  with  ten 
thoufand  of  his  faints,  and  all  the  holy  Angels  with 
him  *  :"  fo  that  heaven  fliall  pour  forth  its  irhabitants 
to  difplay  the  majerty  of  the  King  and  execute  hi* 
orders.  They  fiiall  give  the  fuminons  for  all  man* 
kind  to  ftand  at  his  bar.  "  The  voice  of  the  Arch- 
angel," announcing  his  approach,  fhall  be  particu* 
larly  diftinguiQied  on  that  awful  occafion  f .  *'  And 
he  fliall  fend  his  Angels  with  a  great  found  of  3 
trumpet,  and  they  (ball  gather  together  his  eled  from 
the  four  winds,  from  one  end  ofhtaven  to  the  other  %.'* 
The  tremendous  found  will  penetrate  the  deepjlt 
recefles  of  the  grave  j  and  each  individual  of  Adam's 
pofterity  muft  obey  the  call. 

The  judgment  being  fet,  and  the  difTerent  cha* 
rafters  feparated,  arraigned,  and  tried,  "  every  man*s 
work  fhall  be  made  manifeft,"  and  every  fecret  thing 
be  brought  forth  for  public  infpeclion  ||.  Then  (halL 
thefe  illuftrious  fpirits,  who  furround  the  throne^ 
not  only  ftand  as  witnefles,  but  even  be  appealed  to 
for  the  equity  of  the  folemn  proceedings.  This,  at 
leaft,  feems  to  be  implied  in  our  Lord's  declarations! 
"  Whofoevcr  Ihall  confefs  me  before  men,  him  fliall 
the  Son  of  mm  alfo  confefs  before  the  Angels  of 
God  :  but  he  that  denieth  me  before  men,  (hall  be 
denied  before  the  Angels  of  God  §."  They,  like- 
wife,  will  be  commiffioned  to  carry  the  decifive  fen-j 
tence  into  immediate  execution.  They  are  "  the 
reapers,"  to  whpm  the  Lord  of  the  harveft  will  fay,. 

*  Matt.  XXV.  31.  Jude  14.    f  i  Thefl'.  iv.   16.     %  Matt.  xxiv.  ^u- 
II  1  Cor.  ill.  13.  ir.  5*        ^  Lu.  xii.  ^,  9* 
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**.  Gather  ye  together  firft  the  tares,  and  bind  them 
in  bundles  to  burn  them  :  but  gather  the  wheat  into 
my  barn  *.*'  When,  therefore,  the  Judge  fliall  pro- 
nounce, "  Come,  ye  blefred,**  and,  "  j^epart  from 
me,  ye  curfed  t>"  they,  acknowledging  and  approv- 
Lig  the  juft  award,  will  conduft  the  righteous  with 
great  triumph  to  their  man  lions  of  blifs  and  glory, 
and  thru  ft  down  the  impenitent,  with  fhame  and  ever- 
lafting  contempt,  into  the  fire  prepared  for  the  Devil 
and  his  apoltate  company. 

Who  among  us  can  read  or  hear  of  thefe  things 
with  indifference  ?  Let  us  not  forget,  how  much 
we  are  iritcrefted  in  the  tranfaSions  of  that  day.  We 
muft  rjl  obey  the  fummons  of  the  Archangel's  trum- 
pet, and  (land  before  the  great  tribunal.  But  how 
fhall  we  bear  the  flridl  examination,  when  our  ac- 
tions and  principles  (hall  be  fifted,  and  exhibited  to 
public  view,  before  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  earth?  Arethere  none,  who  will  wifh 
to  hide  their  heads,  or  fly  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Judge  ?  But  an  efcape  or  concealment  will  be  im- 
poffible.  The  moft  ftout-hearted  finner  muft  await 
bis  doom  ;  nor  can  he  refift  or  retard  the  infliftion 
of  his  punifliment.  When  the  tremendous  fentencc 
fhall  be  pronounced,  "  Caft  ye  the  unprofitable  fer- 
vant  into  outer  darknefs  J,"  the  word  will  be  with 
power,  and  the  execution  take  place  without  delay. 
No  accufation,  however,  (hall  prevail  againft  thole, 
who  are  juftified  by  the  faith  of  Jefus.  They  (hall  go 
into  life  eternal,  attended  by  all  the  hoft  of  heaven, 
before  whom  they  (hall  receive  the  high  diftinftions 
of  the  crown  of  righteoufnefs  and  the  palm  of  vi6lory : 
they  (hall  be  clothed  with  white  raiment,  and  even 
feated  with  the  Saviour  in  his  throne.  Such  honour 
will  the  faints  of  God  obtain,  in  the  prefence,  and  in 
ibme  meafure  by  the  miBi(tration,  of  Angels, 

*  Miitt  xiii.  30,  39.        f  xxY.  34,  41.        X  Matt,  xxv,  30. 
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In  relation  to  thefe  bright  fpirits,  it  remains  only 
that  we  obferve, 

IV.  What  will  be  their  fituation  in  the  kingdom 
of  glory  for  ever.  We  have  already  remarked,  that 
they  are  admitted  to  view  the  full  and  unveiled  fplen- 
dour  of  the  Deity,  and,  while  they  wait  in  readinefs 
to  perform  his  pleafure,  are  continually  offering  up 
their  afcri prions  of  praifo».  We  prefume  not  to  ex- 
plain the  nature  of  their  worfhip  :  but  fome  general 
account  is  given  us.  The  prophet  Ifaiah  tells  us,, 
that  he  "  faw  the  Lord  fitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and 
lifted  up  j"  that  "  above  it  ftood  the  Seraphims,  and 
one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid,  Holy,  holy,  holy 
is  the  Lord  of  hofts  ;  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his 
glory  *."  Such,  we  conclude,  will  be  their  ftate  andi 
employment  through  eternity  :  for,  as  they  are  called 
"  the  eledl  Angels  f,"  they  will  never  be  difpoffeffed: 
©f  their  prefent  happincfs  and  exaltation. 

We  know  not,  that  any  particular  change  will  be 
made  in  their  condition  at  the  laft  judgment ;  but  it 
16  probable,  that  they  will  experience  an  increafe  of 
felicity.  They  will  be  confirmed  in  their  purity  and* 
obedience,  and,  being  united  as  one  family  with  air 
redeemed  faints,  they  will  join  with  one  heart  and 
voice  in  praifing  and  adoring  God  and  the  Lamb. 
The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  centre  of  this  union  ^ 
for  in  Him  they  meet,  and  are  incorporated  into  the 
fame  foe iety.  Accordingly  St.  Paul  declares,  it  waS' 
the  grand  purpofe  of  G.od,  ''That  in  the  difpenfatiom 
of  the  fuinefs  of  times,  he  might  gather  together  in. 
one  all  things  in  Chrift,  both  which  are  in  heaven,^ 
and  which  are  on  earth,  even  in  Himt."  The  ob>#- 
jfcl  of  their  worihip  is  the  fame,  and  a. perfect  agree- 
ment in  fentiment  and  affection  wiH  fubfift  betweea-. 
them.  Yet  a  diftinii^ion  muft  be  made.  The  An- 
gels, who  never  finned,  cannot  be  confidered  as  the:: 

*  Ifa«.vi«  i-»3. .      f  J  Tim.  v.. 11.        t.Eph*  u  io«, 
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purchafe  of  the  Saviour,  and  are  not  indebted  to  his 
facrifice  and  interceflion  for  the  honourable  fituation^ 
in  which  they  are  placed.  They  are  ftruck  with  the 
view  of  his  grace  and  glory,  and  conft rained  to  ling, 
with  a  rapturous  admiration,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  flain.'*  But  thofe  of  our  fallen  race,. whom 
fie  hath  ranfomed  from  fin  and  hell,  will  feel  their 
fuperior  obligations,  and  endeavour  to  exprefs  their 

! gratitude  and  affetSion,  in  ftrains  peculiar  to  them- 
elves  ;  for  they  will  add,  ''  He  hath  redeemed  us  to 
God  by  his  blood*,'*  This,  indeed,  is  a  fong^ 
"  which  no  man  can  learn,"  but  thofe,  "  who  follow 
the  Lamb,  whitherfoever  he  goeth  f." 

The  faithful  difciples  of  Chrift  may  look  forwards 
with  unfpeakable  delight  to  that  time,  when  they 
ihall  join  the  blefled  fociety  above.  Perhaps,  you  are 
now  furrounded  by  thofe,  who  defpife  and  blafpheme 
the  God  of  heaven ;  but  foon  (hall  you  be  united  to 
them,  who  love  and  ferve  him  without  weirinefs  or 
imperfeSion.  You  carry  about  with  you,  for  the 
prefent,  an  infirm,  vile,  corruptible  body,  and,  what 
is  more  painful,  a  depraved  mind ;  but  after  a  few 
days  you  (hall  be  refcued  from  this  ftate  of  degrada- 
tion and  bondage,  when  you  fliall  refemble  the  Ath- 
fels  themfelves  in  purity,  happlnefs,  and  glory  J, 
!ven  here,  indeed,  you  worfhip  and  obey  the  fame 
Lord,  and^the  thought  may  afford  you  fome  confo- 
lation,  when  you  are  ready  to  conclude  that  you  are 
left  alone,  and  that  there  are  none  to  take  your  part. 
Thoufands  of  thefe  fpotlefs  beings  ftand  round  abotft 
you,  approve  your  conducS:,  and  are  commiflioned  to 
minifter  to  your  relief.  Could  you  draw  afide  the 
veil  which  conceals  the  invifible  world,  what  a  fcene 
would  be  difplayed  !  Enough  to  render  you  fuperior 
to  all  the  infults  and  cruelties  of  an  oppofing  world. 
Like  Elifha,  when  compafTed  with  threatening  ene« 

•  Rev.  Y.  8—13.       f  xiv,  3, 4.       J  Matt.  xxli.  30. 

mies^ 


HOLT  AKGEIS.  JfAT 

tnies,  you  would  fee  thefe  chariots  of  fire  fent  down 
from  heaven  in  your  defence ;  and,  poffefling  your 
fouls  in  peace,  you  would  exclaim  with  the  prophet, 
**  Fear  not ;  for  they  that  be  with  us,  are  more  than 
they  that  be  with  them  *." 

But,  while  you  rejoice  in  their  friendfhip  and  pro- 
teftion,  you  fhould  propofe  tlieir  bright  examples  of 
goodnefs  for  your  own  imitation.  At  leaft,  you 
Ihould  not  be  fatisfied  with  any  thing  ftiort  of  their 
obedience.  Your  Lord  himfelf  has  taught  you  to 
pray,  that  the  will  of  God  may  be  done  on  earth,^ 
''-as  it  is  in  heaven.'*  You  are  not  to  regulate  your 
pracSlice  by  the  defeftive  ftandard  of  human  righteouf- 
jiefs,  nor  limit  your  defires  to  any  attainments,  whicb. 
do  nor,  in  their  meafure,  refemble  the  holinefs  of 
Angels.  They  ferve  God  perfe6^1y,  without  the  ex- 
ception of  one  duty  5  conftantly^ without  intermiilion; 
and  cheerfully,  not  of  conftraint,  but  with  fervent- 
love  and  fupreme  delight.  This,  alfo,.  you-  {hould- 
afpire  after  ;  and  therefore  earneftly  covet  and  im- 
plore increafing  communications  of  that  grace,  by/ 
which  you  will  finally  be  brought  into  a  ftate  of  com- 
plete conformity  with  them.  But,  on  comparing^ 
yourfelves  with  the  pattern  here  exhibited,,  are  yon* 
not  deeply  aftiamed  and. humbled  ? 

Thofe  pure  and  exalted  creatures  in  every  refpe£t 
anfwer  the  end  of  their  being.  Many,  alas !  of  our 
corrupt  race,  are  not  merely  defective  in  righteouf- 
liefs,  but  totally  oppofite  to  this  chara£ter.  ^Do  we: 
not  live  among  thofe,  who  are  aftuated  by  tempers 
and  principles,  as  contrary  to  thofe  of  Ajigels,  as 
darknefs  to  light  ?  We,  therefore,  folemnty  appeal 
to  them,  and  afk,  Of  what  fort  will  be  your  fociety 
hereafter  ?  Difpofed  as  you  are,,  you  cannot  have 
fellowlhip  with  the  hoft  of  heaven,  nor  they  with 
you.     'Their  employment  is  what  you  will  never 

♦  2  Kings  vi.  15— 17.. 
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rcli(h:  you  deteft  and  put  away  from  you,  what  is 
their  higneft  delight.  It  is  not  poffible,  that  they 
ihould  accommodate  themfelves  to  your  depraved  tafte; 
for  this  would  involve  an  oppofition  to"  God  and  an 
exclufion  from  happinefs.  Your  profpefl  is  indeed 
tremendous.  You  muft  dwell  with  thofe,  whom  you 
refenible,  and  with  whom  you  are  confederate  in  re- 
bellion againft  Jehovah.  Is  this  what  you  can  bear 
to  think  off  Yet  moft  afluredly,  you  muft  have  your 
portion  with  evil  fpirits,  unlefs  you  be  created  anew 
in  Chrift  Jefus. 

May  the  Lord  God,  in  fovereign  mercy,  pour  out 
his  fan&ifying  influence  upon  all  orders  and  ranks  of 
men  !  May  He  form  us  to  be  a  people  for  his  name, 
and  make  us  of  one  heart  and  mind  with  the  Church 
above  !  So  (hall  we  underftand  and  feel  the  meaning 
of  thofe  exalted  anthems,  which  we  are  taught  to 
ufe.  With  finccrc  and  ardent  devotion  we  (hall^ry 
aloud  to  the  God  of  our  falvation  ;  "  With  Angels 
and  Archangels,  and  with  all  the  company  of  heaven, 
wc  laud  and  magnify  thy  glorious  name  ;  evermore 
praifing  thee,  and  faying,  Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God 
of  holts ;  heaven  and  earth  are  full  of  thy  glory : 
Glory  bq  to  thee,  O  Lord  moft  High ♦  P*    Amen., 

*  CommunioQ  Service. 


EVIL. 


EVIL    SPIRITS. 


CHAP.    XIV. 


EvilfpiritSy  their  exi/lenre,f ally  and  exclufton  from  bea^ 
ven — tempted  our  firji  parents — maintain  large  in-- 
fiuence  in  the  earthy  among  the  impenitent'-^ once  per^* 
mitted  to  pojfefs  merCs  hsdies — oppofed  the  Saviour--^ 
refill  the  progrefs  of  the  Gofpel — ajfault  believers — yet 
their  agency  does  not  extenuate  our  guilt — will  foon  b§ 
confounded^ummoned  to  judgment — and  doomed  t§ 
eternal  punifiment. 

XxFTER  the  ftrong  prooft,  which  we  have  feen, 
of  man's  apoftafy  from  God,  perhaps  the  queftion 
may  arife,  Is  this  the  only  order  of  intelligent  beings, 
who  have  revolted  from  their  obedience  ?  Or,  where 
did  fm  originate  ?  The  facred  records  have  informed 
us  of  another  fyftem  of  creatures,  who  were  the  firft 
tranfgreffors,  and  are  the  authors  and  abettors  of  that 
rebellion,  which  has  prevailed  in  our  own  world. 
We  proceed,  therefore,  to  obferve,  that  there  are  De- 
vils in  hell,  as  well  as  Angels  in  heaven.  There  is 
a  numerous  company  of  wicked  fpirits,  who  difcover 
a  blafphemous  contempt  of  God,  and  are  continually 
endeavouring  to  defeat  the  purpofes  of  his  govern- 
ment. The  contemplation  of  their  wretched  condi- 
tion may  excite  many  painful  fenfations  ;  but  the  fub- 
jedt  feems  properly  to  come  under  our  plan,  as  being 
clofely  connefted  with  fcripture  hiftory,  and  it  may  be 
produdtive  of  folid  advantage,  if  we  confider  it  with 
true  ferioufnefs  of  mind. 

Their  influence  in  human  affairs,  and  even  thjir 
cxiftence  have  been  denied.  But,  if  we  allow  the  ih- 
fpiratioa  of  the  Bible,  we  ought  implicitly  to  receive 


446  SCRIPTURE   CHARACTERS. 

its  f  eftnnony  in  every  particular.  We  attempt  to  in^-- 
validate  its  authority,  if  we  thinly  ourfelves  at  liberty 
to  rejeft  thofe  declarations,  however  clear  and  ex- 
prefs,  which  cannot  be  accommodated  to  our  fyftems 
or  wifties.  Now,  no  account  can  be  delivered  in 
plainer  terms,  none  more  repeatedly  aflerted  and  con- 
firmed, than  that  which  is  given  of  the  fallen  angels^ 
It  is  no  good  objsiflion  to  this  hiftory,  that  it  does  not 
contain  (o  full  and  minute  a  relation,  as  our  curiofity 
might  defire  :  for  it  never  was  defigned,  that  we 
fliould  underftand  every  thing,  or  obtain  perfecSl  fatif- 
£a<aion  in  our.fpeculative  enquiries.  But,  if  we  admit: 
what  the  fcriptures  have  revealed  concerning  the  ftate, 
charadler,  and  employment  of  evil  fpirits,  we  (hall 
have  a  confident  explanation  of  what  we  obferve  both: 
in  ourfelves  and  others.  A  ferious  attention  to  tl^e 
world  around  us,  and  to  the  wild  and  irregular  work- 
ings, of  which  we  cannot  but  be  confcious  in  our 
own  mind?,  would  incline  us  to  believe,  even  if  we 
had  no  Bible,  that  we  are  fubjecSt  to  a  foreign  in- 
fluence of  a  malignant  kind.  Univerfal  experience 
verifies  what  the  infpired  volume  has  affirmed.  May 
we  be  led  to  admire  and  adore  that  grace,  which  not 
only  reftrains  the  malice  of  thefe  unholy  beings,  but 
is  effeftual  to  refcue  us  from^  their  power  !  May  our 
great  Deliverer  break  the  bonds,  by  which  many  of 
our  fmful  race  are  ftill  enflaved,  and  give  them  to 
know,  that  his  fervice  is  the  moft  perfecl  freedom  ! 

In  defcribing  the  hiftory  of  wicked  fpirits,  we  muftr 
confider 

L  Their  fall.  A  total  and  lamentable  change  has. 
taken  place  both  in  their  fituation  and  d;fpo?ition» 
Originally  they  were  poffefied  of  dignity,  parity,. and 
happinefs,  which  they  have  now  entirely  loft.  They 
were  ranked  amongft  the  Angels  in  heaven,  and  equal 
to  them  in  excellency  and  glory  ;  but  they  **"kept  not 
their  firft  eftate :"  renouncing  their  obedience  to  God, 
they  **  left  their  own  habitation/'  being  driven  out 

with 
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ivith  fliame  anJ  confufion  *.  They  are  called  '«  prin- 
dpaltties  and  powers,"  and  are  faid  to  have  been  '^  nt 
high  places  f  ;"  which  fliews  that  they  were  endued 
with  eminent  faculties,  and  diftinguifhed  among  the 
fuperior  orders  of  the  celeftial  Hierarchy.  But  their 
exaltation  was  no  prefervative :  they  iiave  fufFered  a 
tremendous  degradation.  A  numerous  company, 
combined  under  one  leader^  who  is  named  Satan  or 
Beelzebub,  joined  in  rebellion  againft  Jehovah.  We 
do  not  enquire  into  the  particular  nature  and  circumf^ 
ftances  of  their  tranfgreflion.  But  it  fhould  feem, 
that  they  were  inftigated  by  ambition,  or  a  vain  de- 
iire  of  attaining  a  degree  of  knowledge  or  precmi* 
nence,  beyond  the  divine  appointment ;  for,  when  St. 
Paul  fpeaks  of  one  "  lifted  up  with  pride,'*  he  de- 
fcribes  him  as  "  falling  into  the  condemnation  of  the 
Devil  {."  It  is  fufficient,  however,  to  fay,  tliat  they 
linned. 

Having,  then,  caft  ofF  their  allegiance  to  God,  they 
could  no  longer  aflbciate  with  thofe,  whofe  whol^ 
delight  is  to  do  his  will,  and  worfliip  at  his  feet.  Hav- 
ing loft  their  holinefs,  they  could  not  retain  their  feli- 
city ;  for  mifery  is  the  neceffary  confequence  of  de-. 
pravity  and  guilt.  Every  good  principle  was  banifhed, 
every  vile  affeftion  admitted  ;  and  therefore  they  be- 
came a  torment  to  themfelves.  But  their  wretch.d- 
nefs  is  not  to  be  confidered  merely  as  the  unavoidable 
efFecl  of  the|r  apoftafy :  it  is  the  righteous  infliction 
of  their  incenfed  Sovereign.  His  authority  being  de- 
fpifed,  his  anger  was  provoked,  and  his  juftice  armed 
with  terrors  againft  them.  He  could  not  fufFer  them 
to  remain  in  heaven,  with  a  fpirit  of  difobedience  or 
independence.  He  appointed  them  a  new  place,  and 
configned  them  to  a  ftate  of  extreme  and  endlefs 
punilhment  in  hell,  where  they  are  exhibited  as  an 
example  of  the  malignant  nature  and  deftru(Slive  ten* 

*  Jude  6*  -f  ^P^*  ^i*  2^*  t  '  '^'™*  "'•  ^' 
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dency  of  fin.  How  aftonifliing  a  change  was  this  ! 
Let  us  learn  from  it  to  revere  the  holinefs  of  God, 
who  "  cannot  look  on  iniquity,"  and  the  ftridinefs  of 
his  government,  which  guards  his  law  by  fo  tremen- 
dous a  penalty  as  "  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire." 
**  Who  (hall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy 
name?"  Thou  art,  indeed,  "a  condiming  fire**' to 
all,  who  prefume  to  refift  thy  power.  While  we  hear 
of  thine  awful  difpenfations  tovVards  the  rebellious  an- 
gels, "  our  fle{h  trembleih  for  fear  of  thee,  and  we  are 
afraid  of  thy  judgments  *." 

In  confidering  the  cafe  of  thefe  apoftate  creatures, 
we  muft  proceed  to  remark 

II.  Their  prefent  fituation  and  employment.  It 
was  not  poffible  that  they  {houH  recover  their  former 
abode  by  any  exertions,  and  we  apprehend  that  they 
have  never  really  wifhed  it»  They  could  not  deliver 
themfelves  from  torment,  or  return  to  their  former 
allegiance.  They  retain  an  invariable^  rooted  enmity 
againft  God  ;  and  it  (hould  feem,  that  ever  fince  their 
fall  they  have  been  attempring  to  overturn  or  obftru<9: 
his  government.  Such,  evidently,  appeared  to  be 
their  difpofition  at  the  creation  of  our  world.  Per- 
haps, the  happinefs  of  our  firft  parents  excited  their 
envy.  Certain  it  i?,.  that  upon  them  they  fixed  their 
malicious  eyes,  and  confulted  how  to  cafl:  them  down 
from  their  eminence,  and  draw  them  into  the  fame 
ftate  of  difobedience  and  mifery  witb  themfelves. 
They  contrived  a  temptation,  which,  through  the  fub* 
tie  management  of  their  grand  leader,  fucceeded.  He 
took  the  opportunity  of  fpreading  the  fnare  before 
Eve,  when  fhe  was  alone.  He  folicited  her  compli- 
ance, by  propofing  a  pleafant  gratification  of  appetite^ 
and  a  more  exalted  condition.  She  liftened  to  his  lie?, 
which  were  couched  in  fair  fpeeches  :  ihe  confented, 
and  then  prevailed  upon  her  hufband  alfo  to  tranfgrefs, 

.     *  Ffil  Cxix.  I20. 

Thus 
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Thus  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  was  erc£led  upon 
the  earth ;  its  inhabitants  were  feduced,  and  joined  in 
confederacy  with  the  infernal  hoft.  Thofe  wicked 
fpirits,  probably,  triumphed  in  that  calamitous  event, 
as  if  they  had  prevailed  againft  Jehovah,  and  repre- 
fented  him  as  a  weak  and  cruel  tyrant,  who  could 
not  fecure  his  own  dominion,  or  preferve  the  affbvSlion 
of  his  fubjedls.  The  very  end  of  our  creation  feemed 
to  be  defeated  ;  and,  had  not  God  in  fovereign  mercy 
interpofed  to  repair  the  breach,  the  whole  human  race 
muft  have  remained  for  ever  alienated  from  him,  and 
^xpofed  to  his  fierce  indignation. 

We  perceive,  by  what  tempers  thefe  unholy  beings 
are  influenced.  A  proud  oppofition  to  God,  an  ha- 
tred of  all  goodnefs,  afliduity  and  zeal  in  promoting, 
evil,  falihood,  and  treachery,  an  envious  difguft  at  the 
happinefs  or  excellence  of  others,  and  a  defire  to 
fpread  fin  and  mifery  to  the  greateft  poflible  extent,— 
thefe  are  fome  of  the  leading  principles,  which  mark 
the  charadler  of  Satan  and  his  aflbciates.  "  He  was 
a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  and  abode  not  in  the 
truth,  becaufe  there  is  no  truth  in  him.  When  he 
fpeaketh  a  lie,  he  fpeaketh  of  his  own :  for  he  is  a 
liar  and  the  father  of  it*."  "  The  devil  finneth  from 
the  beginning  f  :"  He  was  the  original  tranfgreflbr, 
and  has  ever  fince  been  pradlifing  iniquity  with  un- 
ceafiog  aftivity  and  vigour.  This  is  "  our  adver- 
fary,"  whom  we  are  required  to  "  refift,  fteadfaft  in 
the  faith,"  '^  becaufe  as  a  roaring  lion,  he  walketh 
about,  feeking  whom  he  may  devour  J."  All  his 
apoftate  company  are  of  like  defcription.  They  are 
therefore  called  "  fpiritual  wickednefs  §,"  or  wicked 
Ipirits :  they  are  themfelves  moft  corrupt  and  abo- 
minable, and  unwearied  in  their  endeavours  to  render 
others  equally  depraved. 

Their  ftratagems,  alas  !  have  been  fatally  fuQcefsful 

f  John  vUi.  44.    t  X  John  iii.  8.    J  x  Pet.  v.  8,  9.     \  Eph.  vi.  !«, 
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among  the  human  race.  For  which  reafon,  it  fliouH  ' 
fcem,  Satan  is  filled  "  the  prince'*  and  ^*  the  god  of 
this  world  *.  *'  He  cannot  poflefs  any  rightful  au- 
thority ;  but^  though  he  be' a  bafe  ufuiper,  he  meets 
with  general  fubmifiioii.  We  fpeak  of  him  as  the  re- 
prefentative  of  all  the  fallen  fpirits,  and  afcribe  to  him 
whatever  they  efFc£l  or  attempt,  fince  he  direfts  their 
movements.  Let  us  examine,  what  influence  he  has 
cxercifcd,  and  what  mifchief  he  has  produced  among 
the  pofterity  of  Adam.  The  account  may  be  ofFen- 
five  to  our  pride  ;  but,  without  wiftiing  to  conceal 
or  palliate  the  truth,  we  mull  give  a  faithful  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  cafe. 

In  the  old  tcftament  Satan  was  "  the  lying  fpirit,"^ 
by  whom  the  falfe  prophets  were  inftigated  f  ;  a:.d  ia  - 
the  new,  thofe  preachers,  who  would  pervert  right 
do(5lrifte,  are  faid  to  be  his  miniftersj.  Nay,  it  is 
exprefslv  declared,  that  all  thofe,  who  like  him  are 
a6luated  by  pride,  envy,  malice,  or  deceit,  are  his  . 
children,  and  "  will  do  the  lufts  of  their  father  §.*^ 
He  it  was,  who  tempted  Judas  to  fell  and  betray  the 
Saviour,  and,  having  taken  full  poffeffion  of  the  per- 
fidious  wretch,  dcferted  him  notj  till  he  had  accom- 
pliflied  his  utter  deftruftion  of  body  and  foul  ||.  The 
feme  infernal  agent  '*  lilled  the  heart  of  Ananias  to* 
lie  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  V- "  and  wherever  any  perfons 
tejeft"  falvation,  the  efFeft  is  in  feme  meafure  to  be 
afcribed  to  Satan's  malignant  interference.  He  "  hath 
blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  left  the 
Kght  of  the  glorious  Gofpel  of  ChriH,  v  ho  is  the 
image  of  Gody  fl:ouId  (hineunto  them  **."  He  is 
•'  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that 
tiow  worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedienceJJ.*^ 
Sinners  are  not  aware,  perhaps,  whom  they  ferve, 
and  under  whofe  inftig&tion  they  a6l«  But  from  the 
i 

*  John  XVI..  T  T.  a  Cor.  iv.  4.  f  Kinj^s  xxij.  ai.  J  2  Cor.  xi.  15. 
^  John  viii.  44..  J  J|oha  xiii.,2>  27.  +  AdTs  v.  3.  ••  2  Cor.  iv.  4* 
j^  B^h,  i'u  2. 
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fcriptures  we  learn,  that  Satan  maintains  dominiorij 
over  them,  and  that,  however  they  may  feem  to  differ 
from  each  other,  they  all  follow  his  guidance,  and 
bear  his  image.  He  ftirs  up  Antichrift  to  oppofe  or 
pervert  the  purity  of  the  Gofpel  *  ;  and  ''  takes  -cap- 
tive at  his  will"  thofe  who  refift  the  truth  f.  We- 
readily  allow  perhaps,  that  fuch  atrocious  offenders  as 
Cain,  "  who  ftew  his  brother,"  may  be  '^  of  the 
wicked  one  ;"  but  it  is  equally  certain,,  that  ^*  he  that 
committeth  fin,"  though  it  be  in  a  lefs  fcandalous 
way,  '*  is  of  the  devil  J."  Such  declarations  fhould 
excite  us  to  enquire  with  real  earneflnefs,  "  Ta 
whom  do  we  yield  ourfelves  fervants  to  obey  ?" 

Various  are  the  devices,  by  which  our  fpiritUah 
adverfary  prevails.  He  tempts  men  to  the  praclice  of 
evil,  by  exhibiting  to  their  view  a  flattering  profpedt 
of  its  pieafure,  and  concealing  the  danger.  He  fug-* 
gefts  to  them,  as  he  did  to  our  firfl  parents,  "  Ye 
Ihall  not  furely  die§;"  and  it  feems  to  be  the  mafter-* 
piece  of  his  fubtlety,  to  induce  them  to  believe  that 
there  is  no  future  punifhment.  Thus  he  endeavours 
to  lull  them  afleep  and  ftupify  their  confciences,  not 
from  a  benevolent  defire  of  rendering  them  happy^^ 
but  that  he  may  more  effe£tually  fecure  their  obedi- 
ence to  himfelf,  and  accomplifli  their  final  deftru£i:ion^ 
He  is  "  the  ftrong  man,"  who  gains  poflTeffion  of  the 
dinner's  heart,  and  there  being  "  armed  keepeth  his 
palace ;  and  his  goods  are  in  peace  j|." 

Yet  his  malignity  has  appeared  in  different  ways* 
At  the  time  of  our  Lord's  incarnation,  he  was  per- 
mitted for  fpecial  reafons  to  exercife  a  peculiar  power- 
over  the  bodies  of  many  perfons,  who  were,  in  confe- 
quence,  miferably  aHlifted  and  tormented.  In  their 
diftrefsful  cafes  we  perceive,  that  he  fludies  to  torture 
aiid  deflro/  by  every  poifible  method.      It  has  beca 

-*  alhefl*.  ii.  9.      f  2  Tim.  ij.  26.       J  i  Tohn  iii.  8>  11.. 
§  Gen..  iiiv4«.  |Lukexi.2,K 
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thought,  that  thofe,  who  by  Apoftolical  cenfures  were 
**  delivered  unto^atan,"  fufFered  in  the  fame  way; 
and  that  the  evil  fpirit,  as  the  executioner  of  divine 
juftice,  infli£led  upon  them  certain  difeafes,  or  excru- 
ciating pains  ♦.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  fuch  is  his 
malice,  that,  if  he  were  left  without  reftraint  to  gra- 
tify his  own  mifchievous  difpofitron,  we  fhould  no 
longer  experience  a  moment's  eafe,  or  enjoy  our 
faculties  either  of  body  or  mind  :  the  earth  would  be 
a  refemblance  of  hell.  O  how  great  are  our  obliga- 
tions to  our  Almighty  preferver  ! 

It  becomes  us,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  to  adore  the 
God  of  all  grace,  who  propofes  in  the  Gofpel  com- 
plete and  final  deliverance  from  our  infernal  advcr- 
fary.  The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  has  lift,ed  up  a  ftand* 
ard  againft  him,  and  undertakes  for  all  believers  to 
defeat  his  purpofes.  He  has  interpofed  to  ranfom 
them  by  the  might  of  his  Spirit,  and  at  the  expenfc 
of  his  own  precious  blood.  The  merciful  defign  was 
revealed  to  our  firft  parents,  immediately  after  their 
revolt,  when  it  was  declared,  that  the  Seed  of  the 
woman  fhould  bruife  the  ferpent's  head  f.  Satan  is 
unwilling  to  renounce  the  dominion,  which  he  has 
ufurped,  and  with  violence  oppofes  the  intentions  of 
the  Redeemer.  There  are,  therefore,  two  contend- 
ing parties  :  a  fharp  conflift  has  been  maintained  from 
the  beginning ;  and  it  is  not  pofEble,  that  any  recon- 
ciliation between  them  (hould  be  effefted.  This  cir- 
cumftance  exhibits  another  feature  in  the  charadter  of 
the  fiend :  he  refifts  the  Saviour,  and  labours  with  th€ 
utmoft  vigour  to  prevent  or  obftruft  the  influence  of 
his  grace.  O  let  us  be  afraid  of  bearing  any  the  moft 
diitatit  refemblance  to  fuch  a  horrid  difpofition  ! 

During  our  Lord's  abode  on  earth,  he  endured  ex- 
treme diftrefs  from  the  violent  aflaults  of  this  antago^ 
nift%      Forty  days  he  was  haraffed  by  his  temptations 

♦  X  Cot.  'v.  $*  1  Tlm%  u  xo.      \  Gen.  iii.  15* 
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iri  the  wildernefs :  and  then  the  devil,  when  van- 
quifhed  and  obliged  to  retire,  departed  only  ''  for  a 
feafon*/'  Probably,  the  attack  ^was  renewed,  though 
without  fuccefs.  jefus  obferved  to  his  enemies,  near 
the  clofe  of  his  life,  "  This  is  your  hour,  and  the 
power  of  darknefsf-"  whence  it  (hould  feem,  that 
Satan  was  then  permitted  to  make  his  fierceft  onfet, 
and  try  what  his  malice  could  do.  But,  with  a  re- 
ference to  that  onfet,  the  Saviour  exclaimed  in  a  de- 
lightful exultation,  ^^  The  prince  of  this  world  com- 
eth,  and  hath  nothing  in  me  J."  The  foe,  indeed,  fo 
far  prevailed,  as  to  procure  the  crucifixion,  in  which 
•perhaps  be  triumphed  as  the  completion  of  his  wifhes  ; 
i>ut  that  event  proved  the  ruin  of  his  own  kingdom. 
We  are  encouraged  to  rejoice,  that  our  vidlorious 
•Redeemer  **  through  death  deftroyed  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil  §.*' 

Confiftently  with  his  chafafter  as  "  the  enemy  of 
all  righteoufnefs,"  Satan  has  uniformly  endeavoured 
to  obftruft  the  Gofpej.  This  being  the  moft  effec- 
tual jnftrument  for  "  the  pulling  down  of  his  ftrong 
tiolds,"  and  the  emancipation  of  his  captives,  he  may 
be  expefted  to  oppofe  it  with  all  his  ftrength  and  fub- 
tlety.  Wherever,  therefore,  the  word  of  grace  and 
falvation  is  preached,  he  watches  for  an  opportunity  to 
prevent  its  fuccefs.  Like  a  bird  of  tjie  air,  he  hovers 
about  the  place,  ifi  which  the  good  feed  is  fown,  that 
he  may  take  it  out  of  men's  hearts,  "  left  they  fhould 
believe  and  be  faved||.'*  He  is  the  enemy,  which 
foweth  tares  in  the  field  with  a  view  to  defeat  the  de- 
figns  of  its  proprietor  4-.  If  we  are  favoured  with  an 
evangelical  miniftry,  the  confideration  of  fuch  a  ma- 
licious intruder  fhould  awaken  a  holy  circumfpe£lion 
and  fear.  As  it  is  his  plan  to  keep  us  in  ignorance 
and  unbelief,  he  will  endeavour  to  caft  reproach  upon 

*  Luke  iv.  13.     f  xxii.  53.     J  John  xiv.  30.      §  Hcb.  iu  14. 
II  Luke  vlii.  j2.  4*  ^^^^  xi"*  37'*'39* 
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the  truth,  and  fill  our  minds  with  prejudice.  Let  ul 
fufpedl  and  guard  againft  his  influeiKe.  The  moft 
violent  perfecutors  of  the  Church  are  his  inftruments: 
he  aflifts  them  in  the  contrivance  and  execution  of 
their  fchemcs.  Accordingly,  the  imprironment  of  the 
faints  is  afcribed  to  him,  becaufe  it  is  efFefted  under  his 
inftigation*.  He  is  adive,  likewife,  in  promoting 
falte  do£lrines  and  divifions  among  Chriftians,  as  the 
probable  means  of  obftrufting  the  work  of  God. 
How  folicitous  ftiould  we  be,  left  through  our  folly  or 
pervcrfenefs  **  he  get  an  advantage  of  us  !"  We  ought 
to  be  conftantly  aware  "  of  his  devices  f." 

Thofe,  who  are  refcued  from  his  dominion,  and 
devoted  to  the  fervice  of  Chrift,  muft  look  for  a  fe- 
vere  attack,  fince  the  tyrant  will  not  quietly  refign 
his  prey.  Young  converts,  therefore,  generally  ex- 
perience a  peculiar  degree  of  his  malice.  He  feems 
to  pradlife  upon  them  every  method  of  temptation, 
by  which  he  may  ibake  their  religious  principles,  and 
fubject  them  again  to  his  own  authority.  When 
thcfe  fail,  and  they,  who  were  once  his  willing  cap- 
tives, are  evidently  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  children  of  God,  then  indeed  the  power  of  the 
ufurper  is  broken,  but  his  enmity  remains  the  fame. 
He  will  continually  endeavour  to  difturb  the  peace 
of  believers,  and  diftrefs  thofe  whom  he  cannot  de- 
ftroy.  This  malignant  influence  alone  will  account 
for  the  ftrangc  commotions,  which  are  excited  in  their 
ininds.  Difficulties,  doubts,  and  fears  are  fuggefted, 
by  which  their  faith  is  ftaggered ;  and  with  a  kind  of 
violent  importunity  they  are  folicited  to  aft  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  their  better  judgment  and  defires.-  Such  is  the 
warfare,  which  they  muft  be  prepared  to  maintain 
through  life.  Satan  is  a  reftlefs  opponent,  and  there* 
fore,  when  one  fcheme  fails,  he  will  try  the  eiFeft  of 
another.     Accordingly,  it  is  found,  that  he  is  con- 

•  Rev.  ii.  10.      f  2  Cort  ii.  ii. 
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Ihintly  aiming  to  harafs  and  fediice  the  fervants  of  the 
Lord  by  feme  new  device,  and  that  with  every  frefh 
circumftance  he  varies  his  mode  of  attack. 

He  it  was,  who  tempted  David  to  tranfgrefs,  pro- 
bably through  motives  of  ambition,  by  numbering  the 
people*.  By  his  malevolent  interference,  Job,  that 
eminent  faint  of  God,  was  redcce^  to  a  ftaie  of  ex- 
treme diftr^fs,  confufion,  and  horror.  When  **  Jo- 
ftua  the  high  pritft,'*  as  the  reprefcntative  of  the 
'Church,  '*  flood  before  the  Angel  of  the  Lord," 
pleading  for  acceptance,  "  Satan  flood  at  his  right 
hand  to  refift  himf-"  This  is  a  ftriking  picture  of 
our  adverfary's  employment:  for  he  is  "  the  accufer 
of  our  brethren,  who  accufeth  them  before  our  Go4. 
day  and  night  %,**  The  Apoftles  of  Chrift  were  once 
induced  to  forfake  their  Lord ;  but  he  himfclf  ac- 
counted for  that  ftrange  event,  when  he  faid,  "  Satan 
hath  defired  to  have  you,  that  he  may  fift  vou  as 
wheat  §.'*  St.  Paul  was  perplexed  and  almoft  over* 
whelmed  by  a  fevere  affli6lion,  which  he  calls  *'  a 
thorn  in  the  flefli ;"  but  the  ftiarpnefs  of  the  trial  was 
owing  to  the  influence  of  this  wicked  fpiric :  it  was 
"  the  meflenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  him||."  After 
fuch  inftances,  who.fliall  expedl  to  efcape  an  attack  f 
Every  believer  is  called  to  be  a  foldier,  and  exprefsly 
required  to  be  prepared  for  the  combat,  by  "  putting 
on  the  whole  armour  of  God,"  in  order  "  to  ftand 
againft  the  wiles  of  the  devil  +."  It  is  fpoken  of  a$ 
probable,  that  the  foe  may  flioot  his  "  fiery  darts"  into 
the  foul :  but  an  aflurance  is  given,  that  "  the  fliield 
of  faith"  will  quench  them  **.  There  is  therefore  only 
one  method  of  fafety  5  "  Refifl:  the  devil,  and  he  wiu 
flee  from  vou  %%." 

It  ihould  be  remembered,  that,  notwithftanding  the 

♦  I  Chron.  xxi.  i.       +  Zech.  iii.  i.  J  Rev.  xii.  20» 

^  Luke  xxii.  31.  \\  %  Cor.  xii.  7.         ^  £pb.  vi.  iz. 

•*  Ejih.  vi.  x6*  XX  Janics  iv.  7. 
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power  of  the  tempter,  our  moral  liberty  is  not  fo  im- 
paired, as  to  render  us  in  any  degree  the  lefs  account- 
able for  our  aftions.  He  may  propofe  the  commiffion 
of  fin,  and  folicit  our  compliance;  but  he  cannot 
fucceed,  except  by  our  own  voluntary  confent.  Yet, 
alas  !  how  prone  we  are  to  yield  to  his  fuggeftions! 
Such  is  the  depravity  of  our  nature,  that  it  is  always 
ready  to  fecond  his  attempts ;  and  therefore  his 
afcendancy  over  us  will  not  furnifh  us  with  an  cx- 
cufe :  nay  rather,  it  (hews  the  greatnefs  of  our  guilt. 
We  are  his  willing  vaffals ;  and  his  fervice,  though 
moft  oppreffivc,  is  what  we  choofe.  We  muft  blame 
him,  but  we  cannot  acquit  ourfelves.  Let  us  lie 
down  afliamed,  and  earneftly  deprecate  that  wrath, 
which  we  have  deferved. 

In  attending  to  the  fcriptural  declarations  concern- 
ing apoftate  fpirits,  we  have  only  to  remark  further, 

III.  Their  future  doom.  They  are  already  con- 
figned  to  a  ftate  of  extreme  punifliment,  as  the  due 
reward  of  their  tranfgreflion,  without  hope  of  deli- 
verance. Their  charadter  and  fituation  are  fixed  and 
determined  for  ever.  A  Saviour  is  provided  for  us, 
but  not  for  them :  and  yet  there  was  nothing  in  our 
cafe,  any  more  than  in  their's,  which  coy  Id  encou- 
rage an  expe£^ation  of  forgivenefs.  Criminals  can 
have  no  claim  to  favour.  Here,  then,  we  behold  the 
aftonifliing  grace  and  diftingui filing  love  of  our  Re- 
deemer. They  are  dealt  with  in  the  way  of  ftri£l 
.  juftice,  and  cannot  therefore  complain  of  fuiFering 
wrongfully.  But  rich  mercy  is  difplayed towards  our 
fpecies.  The  Lord  Jefus  "  took  not  on  him  the  na- 
ture of  angels,"  he  did  not  interpofe  for  the  refcue  of 
thofe  miferable  beings,  who  were  once  angels  in  hea- 
ven ;  "  but  he  took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham,** 
pledging  himfelf  for  the  falvation  of  all  thofe  of  the 
human  race,  who.  (hould  partake  of  that  Patriarch's 
faith*. 

♦  Hcb.  ii.  16. 
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The  prefent  fyftem  exnibitaa  confli£l  between  the 
evil  fptrits  and  our  exalted  Redeemer :  but  it  is  draw- 
ing to  a  clofe,  and  the  final  ifTue  will  be  for  his  glory 
and  their  everlafting  confiifion.  In  the  profpeft  of 
this  complete  vidtory,  Jefus  exclaimed,  '^  I  beheld 
Satan  as  lightning  fall  from  heaven  *.'*  And  again, 
"  Now  (hall  the  prince  of  this  world  be  caft  outf.** 
St.  Paul  alfo  thus  encourages  believers  to  triumph  on 
the  fame  account,  "  The  God  of  peace  (hall  bruife 
Satan  under  your  feet  fhortlyj."  Th*  malignant 
iiend  will  be  permitted  to  maintain  his  influence 
among  men  a  little  longer.  But  the  time  is  coming, 
when  he  (hall  be  bound  for  a  thoufand  years  §,  and  dur- 
ing that  period  confined  to  his  own  place,  without  ex- 
crcifing  the  deftrucSive  power  upon  earth,  which  he 
now  pofTcfles*  His  dominion  (hall  be  fubdued,  and 
"  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Cbrift||."  Afterwards,  he 
(hall  be  fufFercd  to  regain  his  afcendancy  for  a  (hort 
feafon,  in  which,  as  it  fliould  fee^,  iniquity  will  pre- 
vail more  generally  than  it  has  ever  done!.  But 
**  rfie  end  of  all  things*'  will  immediately  fucceed^ 
and  exhibit  a  tremendous  fcene. 

Satan  and  his  vile  aiTociates  will  be  fummoned  to 
the  tribunal  of  Cfarift,  and  examined  in  the  laft  judg- 
ment; by  which  the  malignity  of  their  characters  and 
the  juftice  of  their  punifhment  will  be  publicljr 
evinced.  They  are  now  *'  referved  in  everlafting 
chains  under  darknefs,"  and  there  t:an  be  no  poffibi-^ 
lity  of  efcape :  but  they  will  be  brought  forth  **  to  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day,**"  that  their  conduct  may 
be  fubmitted  to  the  infpe£l:ion  of  the  aflembled  uni- 
verfe.  The  horrid  ftratagems,  by  which  they  deceive 
the  world  and  harafs  the  Church  of  God,  will  then 
be  unfolded,  and  greatly  aggravate  their- condemna- 

*  Luke  X.  iS.    f  John  xii.  31.     %  I^o™*  xv'w  20.    §  Rev.  zx.  !• 
II  xi.  15,     4.  XX.  7,  &o      *♦  J«de  6. 
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tion.  Believers,  who  are  now  the  obje£l:  of  their  ma- 
lice, will  triumph  in  their  deftrucSlion  ;  being  admitted 
to  prcriiio,  as  the  afleflbrs  of  Chrift,  in  that  folcmn 
trial.  They  will  approve,  rejoice  in,  and  in  fomc 
fenfc  pafs  the  icntence.  "  Know  ye  not,^"  {aid  St* 
Paul,  "  that  we  fhall  judge  angels  ♦  ?" 

In  the  clofc  of  all,  thefe  apoftate  fpirlts  will  be  "caft 
into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimftone  f/'  whence  there 
can  be  no  releafe,  and  where  their  mifery  will  furpafs 
our  utmoft  conceptions.  Impenitent  finners,  alfo, 
Ihall  have  their  portion  with  them  ;  but  the  fire  was 
**  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his  angels  J,"  becaufe 
tlaey  were  the  original  tranfgrefibr&.  There  (hall  they 
all,  in  one  horrible  company,  "  be  tormented  day  and 
right  for  ever  and  ever.-"  Yet  the  torn^nt  will  in 
no  rcfpeft  tend  to  change  or  foften  their  obdurate 
minds.  They  will  retain  their  hatred  of  God, 
"  blafpherae  his  name,  and  not  repent,  to  give  him 
glory  §."  The  juflice  of  God,  therefore,  will  not 
remove  or  mitigate  the  punifhment  throughout  eter- 
nity. It  is  declared  in  the  moft  exprefs  terms,  of 
M^hlch  language  is  capable,  that  it  fliall  be  "  everlaft-  - 
ing."  And  who  fliall  prefume  to  object,  or  prefcribe 
to  God  the  proper  meafurcs  of  his  government,  as  if 
we  were  more  competent  to  decide,  what  his  own 
righteous  perfections  may  demand? 

The  awful  fubjedl  mull  give  rife  to  various  reflec- 
tions. 

I.  Let  ^^  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord''  rejoice  and 
triumph  in  their  great  Deliverer,  While  you  contem- 
plate the  chi  rader  and  ftate  of  the  infernal  hoft,  you 
cannot  but  be  deeply  impreffed  with  your  immenfc 
obligations.  Are  you  not  conftrained  to  cry  out,  with 
devout  admiration  oi  your  diftinguiflied  mercies, 
^^  Behold,  what  hath  God  wrought!"  How  much 
has  Jelus  done  ^  how  much  has  he  pledged  himfelf  to 

*  I  Cor*  vi*  >    f  Rev*  xx.  lOb    i  Matt*  xxy^4i..    §  Rev.  xti.  9. 
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accomplifli,  in  your  behalf !  Already,  you  are  "de- 
livered from  the  power  of  darknefs*,"  and  "have 
overcome  the  wicked  one  f,"  But  for  the  prefent, 
you  may  expe6l  to  feel  very  painful  attacks  fronv 
your  malicious  foe,  though  you  fhall  not  fall  by  his 
hands.  His  purpofes  agaiiift  you  {hall  finally  be  baf« 
fled,  and  even  rendere3  fubfervient  to  your  fpi ritual 
and  eternal  welfare.  Only  remember,  whence  all  your 
ftrength  is  to  be  derived  :  you  will  "  overcome  him 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  J,"  To  your  faith  you 
muft  llkewife  add  a  diligent  attention  to  duty.  You 
are  required  to  wreftle  and  fight,  to  watch  and  pray: 
and  this  fhould  be  your  daily,  your  unceafing  employ- 
ment. You  have  ratified  the  folemn  vow,  that  you 
will  "renounce  the  Devil  and  all  his  works  § ;"  never, 
then,  dar6  to  think  of  returning  to  his  infamous  fer- 
vice.  Lift  up  your  fupplication  to  the  God  of  all 
grace,  that  He  may  *'  deliver  you  from  evil,"  or  from 
tiae  wicked  one  ||,  "  from  his  crafts  and  affauJts,"  and 
**  finally  beat  down  Satan  under  your  feet  JJ," 
.  z.  Let  penitents,  who  feel  their  own  weaknefs,  and 
dread  the  power  of  thefe  fpiritual  enemies,  be  en- 
couraged. We  allow,  that  there  would  bejuftcaufe  for 
f^ar  and  defpondency, .  if  there  were  none  ta  admi- 
nifter  fupport.  Bat  the  Lord  hath  faid,  "  I  have 
laid  help  upon  One  that  is  mighty  4-.*'  We  refer  you 
to Jefus,  who  can  difpoflefs  "  the  ftrong  man,  and  take 
from  him  all  his  armour,  wherein  he  trufted***"  O 
fly  to  this  Saviour,  and  entreat  his  gracious  affiftance 
and  protedlion  !  "  Surely,  He  Ihall  deliver  thee  from 
the  fnare  of  the  fowler  : — He  (hall  cover  thee  with  his 
feathers,  and  ujider  his  wings  Ihalt  thou  truft :  bis 
truth  fhall  be  thy  ftileld  and  buckler ff/'  The  horrid' 
temptations,  by  which  you  are  afiaulted,  -and  which 
excite  diftreffing  apprehenfions  in  your  minds,  are  a 

*  Col.  i.  13.-  t  1  John  1i.  13.  J  Rev.  xii.  Ji,  §  Catcchifm. 
J  Lord's  Prayer.  XX  Litany.  4*  ^^*^  Ixxxix.  19.  **  Luke  xi.  22. 
ft  Plal.  xci.  3,  4. 
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favourable  fign.  We  conclude,  from  the  violence 
of  your  adverfary,  that  ycu  zrt  refcued  from  his  do- 
minion ;  for,  if  you  were  ftill  held  in  fubjcdlion,  he 
ivould  not  alarm,  but  quiet  your  fears,  and  luil  your 
confciences  afleep.  Perfifl,  then,  in  a  determined  op- 
pofition  to  the  prince  of  darknefs,  and  indulge  the 
pleafing  hope,  that  Jcfus  has  broken  the  yoke  of  your 
opprcffor,  and  will  ihortly  give  yoa  complete  deliver- 
ance. 

3.  Let  careleft  finncrs  be  perfuaded  to  confide, 
whofe  fervants  they  arc,  and  how  their  fchemes  of  ini- 
quity muft  terminate.  It  appears  from  the  fcripture^ 
account,  however  unwilling  you  may  be  to  acknow- 
ledge it,  that,  while  you  arealienated  from  God,  you  are 
in  fubje£lion  to  Satan.  You  yidd  a  ready  com- 
pliance to  the  propofals  of  that  evil  fpirit ;  vou  2&  as 
his  confederates,  under  his  influence,  and  are  con* 
formed  to  his  likenefs.  And  does  he  not  excite  in 
your  hearts  fuch  tempers  and  affe£tions,  as  render 
you  wretched  in  vour&lves,  and  mifchievous  to  fo- 
ciety  ?  Where,  then,  can  you  exped  your  final  por- 
tion I  ^^  If  God  fpared  not  the  angels  that  finned,  but 
caft  them  down  to  hell*,"  is  it  to  be  imagined,  that 
be  will  fpare  you,  who  defpife  and  rejeS  that  mercy, 
which  was  never  offered  to  them  ?  You  "  count  the 
blood  of  the  Covenant  an  unholy  thing,  and  do  deipite 
unto  the  Spirit  of  grace  f :"  but  this  is  a  degree  of 
iniquity,  with  which  they  are  not  chargeable.  Ah ! . 
;what  can  equal  the  heinoufncfs  of  your  guilt  ?  Or, 
**  how  (hall  you  efcape,  if  you  negledt  fo  great  falva- 
,tiont?"0  be  perfuaded,  while  opportunity  is  allowed 
you,  to  *'  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come !" 

*  1  Pet.  ii.  4,      f  Heb.  X.  a^ .    $  il.  |. 
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CHAP.    XV. 

Sclf-examinatton  recommended^  as  a  proper  improvem^ent 
of^^  Scripture  Chara£fers*^ — Enquiries  propcfed :  Are 
we  among  the  faints^  or  the  impenitent — Ivhat  is  our 
Jiate^  condu^y  and  principles-^  Are  we  *'  in  the  faith^* 
and  conformed  to  J  ejus  Chriji^  by  virtue  ofajpiritual 
union  with  him  f 

xIaVING  finiflied  our  plan  of  deducing  prafilcal 
reflexions  from  fci  Ipture  examples,  we  may  now  clofe 
the  fubjeft  by  calling  upon  every  reader  to  enquire, 
,  whether  he  has  made  a  fui table  improvement.  Reli- 
gion does  not  confift  in  curious  fpeculations :  it  is  a 
perfonal  concern.  We  ought  no:;,  therefore,  to  be 
fatisfied  with  dating  the  fia5s  contained  in  the  facred 
records,  or  deciding  upon  the  different  people,  whofe 
cafes  have  pafled  in  review  before  us :  we  mould  feri- 
.oufly  conllder,  what  is  our  own  fpiritual  ftate,  and 
under  whnt  dcfcription  we  are  to  be  clafled.  As  the 
knowledge  of  ourfelves  is  of  far  greater  confequence 
than  that  of  any  othvs,  we  fhould  dire£t  all  our  ftu- 
dies  to  the  attainment  of  that  important  obje£^.  How 
forcible,  and  how  exadly  adapted  to  our  purpofe,  is  - 
the  exhortation  of  the  Apoftle !  "  Examine  your- 
felves,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith ;  prove  your  ov\ti 
felves  :  know  ye  not  your  own  felves,  how  that  Jefus 
Chrift  is  in  ;you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  *  ?'*  Let  us 
attend  to  this  folemn  counfel,  and  pray  that  He, 
"  to  whom  all  hearts  be  open,  all  defires  known^and 

•  2  Cor.  xiii.  5. 
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frrm  whom  no  fccrets  arc  hid,"  may  fearch  and  try 
us,  deliver  us  from  all  hypocrify,  "  and  lead  us  in  the 
way  cvcilafting." 

It  feems  to  have  been  the  defign  of  God,  in  allot- 
ing  fo  laige  a  portion  of  his  word  to  the  defcription 
of  various  characlers,  to  fix  our  regard  upon  our- 
felves  ;  and,  without  fuch  a  particular  application,  it 
is  not  piobahlf,  that  we  Ihail  reap  any  folid  advan- 
tage from  fcripturc  hiftory.  While  we  are  forming 
an  opinion  conccrnins;  the  celebrated  names  of  anti- 
tjiiity,  let  each  one  afk,  What  am  I  to  be  accounted 
cTi* '"  V^rcli  h.ui  tl;is  teflimony,'  that  he  plcafed 
Goj*;"  but  do  I  poficfs  any  evidence  of  a  limilar 
kind  ?  I  read  that  "  Abraham  was  called  the  friend  of 
God  t :"  but  am  I  a  child  of  Abraham  ?  Mofes  is  re*- 
prefented  as  peculiarly  eminent  for  his  meeknefs  of 
fpirit :  am  not  I  carried  away  by  the  influence  of 
pride,  envy,  and  revenge  ?  While  I  behold  the  holy 
life  of  Jefus,  the  Son  pf  God,  is  not  the  tenor  of  my 
condud  totally  oppofite  ?  Though  I  perceive  and  ap- 
prove the  zeal,  ccv.rage,  and  afliduity  of  his  Apoftles, 
am  not  I  deftitute  of  fervent  love  to  his  name,  and 
concern  for  his  glory,  being  indolent,  fearful,  and  un- 
believing ? 

If  we  purfue  thefe  enquiries  through  the  fcriptures, 
to  what  conckifion  will  they  lead  us  ?  But  the  fcru« 
tiny  propofed  is  unpleafant;  and  moft  perfons  ftart 
back  from  it,  as  confcious  of  a  defedl,  and  aware  that 
their  accounts  are  bad.  We  apprehend  that  many 
ftudy  the  facred  writings,  merely  to  gratify  ihcir  cu» 
riofity  in  fpeculating  upon  the  various  charafters  there 
exhibited,  and  indulge  a  proud,  cenforious  difpofition 
in  pafling  fentence  upon  them,  while  they  are  averfe 
to  a  ferious  examination  of  their  own  hearts.  Ar« 
we,  then,  at  liberty  to  neglciSl  the  repeated  injunc* 

*  Heb.  xi.  5*  f  Jamts  ii.  231 
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tions  given  u?,  to  "  fearch  and  try  our  ways  •/*  and 
•*  prove  our  own  work  f  ?"  Or,  is  the  examination 
of  no  confequence  ?  If  our  ftate  be  fafe,  it  will  have 
a  happy  tendency  to  fill  our  minds  with  confidence 
and  joy :  and  on  this  ground  it  feems  highly  necefiary, 
even  to  advanced  Chriftians,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
preferved  in  peace,  and  encouraged  to  purfue  the  great 
objeft  of  their  high  calling  with  increafing  ardour. 
But,  granting  that  we  may  poflibly  remain  under  the 
divine  difpleafure,  is  it  not  peculiarly  dtfirable  to  be 
apprized  of  our  danger  ?  And  are  we  not  mod  likely, 
by  a  faithful  enquiry,  to  difcover  our  miftakes,  and 
t^e  way  of  obtain! no;  deliverance  ?  In  fijch  a  cafe, 
furely,  a  fupine  indifference  about  the  cv?nt  i^  unpar- 
donable, and  muft  be  expelled  to  terminate  in  final 
deftrudion.  The  duty,  here  recommended,  may  ap- 
pear difficult :  but  it  ought  not  therefore  to  be  de- 
clined. The  chief  difficulty  to  be  removed  is  ourdiC- 
inclination  to  every  thing  truly  fpiritual ;  and  this  cir^  . 
cumAance,  fo  far  from  being  an  excufe,  furniflbes  an 
additional  reafon  for  applying  to  the  work  in  the  moft 
.  vigorous  manner. 

In  the  facred  records  we  meet  with  different  and 
oppofiie  defcriptions  of  men.  Some  were,  confefled- 
ly,  dear  to  God  and  eminent  in  holinefs,  **  a  peculiar 
people,  zealous  of  good  works."  The  queftion,  then, 
arifes.  Do  we  refemble  them  in  temper,  principle, 
and  praftice?  If  we  compare  ourfelves  with  Noah, 
Daniel,  and  Job,  what  likenefs  do  we  difcover  ?  Noah 
maintained  his  integrity,  and  "  walked  with  God,*' 
in  a  time  of  general  depravity,  when  the  earth  was 
deluged  with  iniquity.  The  conduiSl  of  Daniel  was 
fo  circumfpe(5t  and  unblamable,  that  his  malignant 
accufers  were  conftrained  to  fay,  "  We  (hall  not  find 
any  occafion  againft  him,  except  we  find  it  concern- 
ing the  law  of  his  God  :*'  and  fuch  was  the  fervour  of 

♦  Lamen.  iii.  40.        f  GaU  y'u  4. 
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his  piety>  that  he  thok  rather  to  be  cafl;  into  a  den  of 
lions,  tl)an  abandon  his  religion.  Job  was  perplexed 
and  almoft  overwhelmed  with  accumulated  affii£iions 
and  violent  temptations ;  but,  in  the  midft  of  his 
{harped  diftreflcf,  he  pofleficd  a  firm  dependence  on 
his  God,  and  (hewed  an  uncommon  meafure  of  meelc- 
nefs  and  fubmiflion.  If  we  turn  to  the  new  tefta- 
ment,  wc  behold  the  Apoftles  of  the  Lord,  men  who 
fpent  their  ftrength,  and  cheerfully  hazarded  their 
lives  for  the  name  of  Jcfus ;  many  of  whom  a£tually 
fealed  the  faith  with  their  blood.  Do  we  trace  in 
any  of  thefc  perfons  a  reprefentation  of  our  own  cha- 
ra£ler?  Are  we  aduatcd  by  fimilar  difpofitions ?  If 
other  wife ;  if  we  are  in  every  refpeft  totally  oppoiite^ 
ho vv  can  we  hope  with  them  to  inherit  the  promifes  ? 

The  fcriptures  exhibit  inftances  of  thofe,  who  were 
the  avowed  enemies  of  God,  and  lived  in  open  dif« 
obedience  to  his  government.  Cain  is  defer ibed  as 
the  enemy  of  true  religion,  the  perfecutor,  and  at 
length  the  murderer,  of  his  righteous  brother.  Pha- 
raoh appears  as  a  daring  rebel,  unhumbled  under, 
the  moft  tremendous  .judgments,  and  hardening* 
his  heart  in  defiincc  of  the  God  of  heaven.  Ju- 
das, the  apellate  d:fcip-e  of  our  Lord,  is  introduced 
as  an  example  <•/  the  pernicious  tendency  of  covet- 
oufnef",  betiaying  his  Matter  for  a  fordid  bribe.  In 
Hen  dj  the  bloody  king,  who  harafled  the  Church,, 
wc  behold  a  proud  and  prefumptuous  finner  fuddenly 
checked  in  his  career,  and  llripped  of  his  glory* 
While  we  mark  their  prevailing  tempers,  let  us  aik. 
Are  we  not  uncer  the  influence  of  the  fame  vile 
afFedlion^,  or  of  others  equally  deteftable  ?  Let  us, . 
then,  not  he  faii  J:ed  with  condemning  them,  but  pafs 
an  impartial  judgment  uj:on  ourfelves  ;  and,  wherdn- 
foever  v.e  have  perverfely  violated  our  duty,  let  us 
with  fliame  and  contriticn^achno  vvlcdge  our  own  bafe- 
nefs. 

From  thefc  cohfiderations  wc  ihall  be  led  to  cn- 
quiro 
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1,  What  is  our  ftate  ?  There  is  an  immenfe  differ- 
ence between  the  condition  of  a  child  of  God,  who 
is  an  heir  of  heaven,  and  that  of  an  impenitent  fin- 
ner,  obnoxious  to  eternal  wrath.  We  (hould  exa- 
mine, therefore,  with  which  of  thefe  we  may  expeft 
our  final  portion.  We  are  all  by  nature  depraved 
and  prone  to  evil :  are  we  renewed  in  righteoufnefs, 
through  the  efficacious,  but  myfterious,  agency  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  f  We  are  tranfgreflbrs  of  the  divine  law,  and 
as  fuch,  liable  to  fuffer  everlafting  mifery.  Is  the  fen- 
tence  cancellech?  Or  is  there  any  plea,  with  which  we 
can  arreft  the  arm  of  juftice,  ready  to  take  vengeance  ? 
Who  fhall  interpofe  in  our  behalf?  There  is  One,  of 
high  dignity,  who  *'  hath  made  peace  through  the 
blood  of  his  crofs,"  obtained  "  reconciliation  for  ini- 
quity, and  brought  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs."  Are 
we  truly  acquainted  with  his  charader  ?  Or  have  we 
applied  by  faith  for  the  bleffings  of  his  falvation?  It 
were  abfurd  and  prefumptuous  to  conclude  favourably  , 
concerning  our  own  ftate,  unlefs  "  we  have  fled  for 
refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  this  hope  fet  before  us  *.** 
But  if,  through  the  merits  of  the  Saviour,  we  poflefs 
an  humble  confidence  towards  God,  we  fliould  afk 
further, 

2.  What  is  the  tenor  of  our  condufl:  ?  Is  it  fuch, 
as  to  prove  indifputably  tlie  ftrength  and  excellence  of 
our  religious  principles  ?  We  fliould  judge  accoiJing 
to  our  Lord's  rule,  "  By  their  fruits  ye"fliall  know 
them  t  ;'*  and  therefore  it  will  be  proper  to  enquire. 
What  do  we  bring  forth  r  Do  we  produce  the  fruit 
of  a  good,  or  of  a  corrupt  tree  ?  Are  we  fo  imprefled 
with  the  importance  of  eternal  things,  as  evidi^ntly  to 
"  feek  firft  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteouf- 
nefs?" Does  it  appear  from  our  a£lion?,  that  we  "  fet 
the  Lord  always  before  us,"  and  live  as  in  his  pre- 
fence  ?  Do  we  ftiew,  by  an  uniform,  confiftent  beha- 

#  Heb.  VI.  iS*  f  Matt.  vii.  20r 
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viour,  that  we  are  truly  devoted  to  Him,  and  deCr- 
ous  to  do  his  whole  will?  Do  we,  then,  abandon 
every  wrong  courfe,  and  pay  a  ferious  regard  to  every 
known  duty>  though  tempted  to  tranfgrefs  by  general 
cuftom,  worldly  convenience,  or  carnal  inclination  I 
Such,  at  lead,  will  be  the  cafe  with  real  Chriftians. 
After  making  all  proper  allowances  for  human  infir- 
mities, and  natural  depravity,  ftill  we  muft  maintain, 
agreeably  to  St.  John's  declaration,  that  every  man, 
who  poffcfles  the  hope  of  the  Gofpel,  **  purifieth  him- 
felf,  even  as  God  is  pure*."  If  any  thing  fliort  of 
this  high  attainment  fatisfy  our  confciences,  if  there 
be  any  iniquity,  which  we  determine  to  hold  fad,  any 
kind  or  meafure  of  holinefs,  to  which  we  do  not  afpire, 
let  us  not.prefume  on  our  profeflions  :  our  religion  is 
vain. 

Though  we  are  perfaaded  that  our  outward  con- 
duft  will  Hand  the  teft,  we  fliould  examine  Itkewife, 

3.  What  are  our  motives  and  afFeftions  ?  This  is 
a  neceflary  fcrutiny,  in  order  to  determine  the  nature 
of  our  obedience ;  fmce  no  aftion  can  be  good,  or 
acceptable  btfore  God,  which  fprings  not  from  a  right 
principle.'  "  Man  looketh  on  the  outward  appear- 
ance, but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart  f."  With 
refpeft,  therefore,  to  formaiifts  and  hypocrites,  "  that 
which  is  highly  cfteemed  amongft  men,  is  abomina- 
tion in  the  light  of  God  J."  The  tremendous  decla- 
ration  fliould  put  us  upon  fcarchingour  inward  parts, 
however  painful  the  tafk  may  be.  Ah  !  what  trea- 
chery and  corruption  fliall  we  difcover  !  But  let  us 
enquire,  whether  the  grace  of  God  has  fubdued  the 
depravity  of  our  fallen  nature,  and  implanted  holy 
difpofitions.  What  is  the  euJ,  which  we  propofe  to 
ourfelves,  in  forming  our  h  «bits,  or  regulating  our 
conduft  ?  Under  what  influence  do  we  pradlife  thoTe 
things,  which  we  know  to  be  required  ?  With  what 
views  do  we  frequent  th^  divine  ordinances?  Are  we 
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aftuated^by  ^n  unfeigned  regard  to  God  ?  Whence 
proceed  our  honefty,  temperance,  and  frugality  ?  Are 
we  in  thefe  refpedts  ferving  God,  or  confulting  our 
own  intereft  and  reputation  ?  What  difpofes  us  to 
works  of  benevolence  ?  Are  we  conftrained  by  the* 
love  of  Chrift,  and  not  induced  by  pride  or  fafliion  ? 
The  Apoftolical  di region  is,  "  Whether  ye  cat  or 
drink,  or  whatfoever  ye  do/ do  all  to  the  glory  of 
God  ♦  :"  are  we  living  by  that  exalted  maxim  ?  It 
is  allowed^  that  eminent  Chriftians  experience  a  fe- 
vere  confli£l  from  the  corrupt  defires  of  the  fleih  ; 
but  thefe  they  are  enabled  to  renft.  If  carnal  prin- 
ciples and  tempers  obtain  the  afcendancy,  it  will  avail 
us  nothing,  that  we  poffefs  a  fair  charadter  5  our 
hearts  are  unfound,  and  what  we  boait  of  as  duties, 
arc  rather  to  be  put  down  in  the  lift  of  t  ran  fg  re  (lions, 
for  which  we  fliould  implore  forgivenefs.  May  He, 
*'  who  fearcheth  the  reins,"  enable  us  to  pafs  a  right 
judgment ! 

It  may  be  ufeful  to  purfue  the  enquiries,  which  St. 
Paul  has  fuggefted,  and  to  examine, 

I,  "  Whether  we  be  in  the  faith."  It  is  not 
enough,  that  we  afl'ent  to  the  truth  of  revelation  in 
general,  or  maintain  the  whole  fyftem  of  Chnftiau 
dodlrines.  If  fuch  an  external  profcflion  had  been 
'  fufficient,  the  Apoftle's  exhortation  to  the  Corin- 
thians would  have  been  unneceflary.  But,  alas ! 
nominal  believers,  as  ^a'C  perceive  in  numerous  in- 
ftanccs,  may  be  dcfHtute  of  the  true,  Taving  know- 
ledge of  the  Redeemf  r  :  and  therefore  we  flic  uld  ever 
be  reminded,  that  ^'  the  form,*'  without  **  the  power, 
©f  godlinefs"  is  unavailing.  We  (i.uft  underliand 
and  feel  the  influence  of  our  principles.  It  is  of  im- 
portance, that  we  "  hold  faft  the  form  of  found 
words,'*  and  "  contend  earneftly  for  the  faiih  .'* 
but  the  Gofpel  requires  more  than  mere  fpeculative 

*  I  Cor.  X.  31. 
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opinions.  It  commands  us  to  poflefs  a  fupreme  re- 
garid  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  Saviour  of  fin- 
ncrs,  and  an  entire  dependence  upon  him  for  all  fpi- 
ritual  blelfings.  To  be  "  in  the  faith,"  is  to  live 
in  the  habitual  exercife  of  fuch  a  difpofition  towards 
Chri(l,  expelling  pardon,  peace,  holinefs,  and  heaven^ 
as  the  gift  of  his  love,  and  yet  procured  for  us  by 
the  blood  of  his  crofs. 

This  is  the  diftinguifhtng  temper  of  a  Chriftian^ 
and  of  all  others, mod  indifpenfably  requifite.  With- 
out fuch  an  attachment  to  the  Son  of  God,  we  muft 
renounce  our  claim'to  the  precious  promifes  of  the 
new  Covenant :  for  they  are  given  only  to  them 
that  believe.  Without  it  our  beft  morality  is  eflen- 
tially  defective ;  and,  however  valuable  it  may  be 
in  fociety,  it  cannot  be  acceptable  to  God.  The 
proper  foundation  being  wanting,  the  fuperflrucSkure 
will  fail.  Do  we,  then,  feel  that  our  warmeft  affec- 
tions are  placed  upon  the  Saviour ;  and  are  we  con* 
tinually  looking  to  him  for  renewed  communications 
of 'his  grace  ?  Do  all  our  hopes  centre  in  him  5  and 
do  we^derive  from  hi/n,  by  frefh  applications,  increafe 
of  light,  ftf  ength,  and  comfort  ?  Can  we  adopt  St. 
Paul's  declaration,  and  fay,  "  The  life  that  I  now 
live  in  the  flelh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfeif  for  roe*  ?'* 
We  (hould  fearch  ftill  further,  and  enquire 

2.  Whether  *'  Jefus  Chrift  is  in  us."  This  doubt- 
lefs  implies,  that  we  poffefs  his  temper  and  difpofition: 
and  fuch  will  be  the  cffeA  of  a  right  knowledge  of 
his  charaiSler,  and  dependence  on  his  grace.  Thofe, 
who  ^^  behold  his  glory,  are  changed  into  the  fame 
image  f-*'  They  ^*  have  put  on  Chrift  J  j'*  and  "  as 
He  IS,  fo  are  they  in  this  world  ||.*'  For  this  reafon, 
^^  He  that  faith  he  abideth  in  him,  ought  himfeif  alfo 

f  Cai.  ii.  2a         f  2  Cor.  ill.  iS.        %  Gal.  Hi.  27. 
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fo  to  walk,  even  as  He  walked*.*'  Let  us  feriouflj^ 
contemplate  the  perfect  pattern  of  all  righteournefs, 
and  "  learn  of  Him  f."  We  have  feen  many  bright 
examples  among  the  ancient  faints  i  but  their  glory 
vaniflies  before  the  fuperior  luftre  of  this  fplendid 
Luminary,  as  the  ftars  before  the  fun.  Have  we- 
been  fq  ft^uck  with  the  view  of  his  excellence,  as  to- 
be  filled  with  admiration,  and  transformed  into  » 
meafure  of  refemblance  ? 

He  was  "  meek  and  lowly  in  heatt ;"  "  fought 
not  his  own  glory,"  and- maintained  an  uninterrupted 
fervour  of  devotion  and  feCret  comfnunion  with  God* 
He  was  "  not  of  the  world,"  but  **  feparate  from 
finners,"  and  yet  touched  with  the  tendered  com* 
pailion  for  the  miferies  of  mankind  :  he  was  merciful, 
patient,  forgiving,  and  even  prayed  for  his  murderers. 
He  yielded  a  perfed  and  cheerful  obedience,  and, 
through  the  ardour  of  his  zeal,  accounted  it  "  his 
meat  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  fent  him,  and  to 
finifli  his  work.**  Such  was  the  Saviour:  but  is  this 
the  pattern,  which  we  have  propofed  for  our  own 
imitation  ?  If  we  have  "  received  Chrift  Jefus  the 
Lord,'*  do -we  "walk  in  him  J?"  Is  the  fame 
•'  mind  in  us,  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Jefus  ||  ?'* 
Are  we  fo  conformed  to  him,  that  thofe,  who  look 
at  us,  may  behold  his  likenefs  ?  How  many,  alas  F 
are  totally  oppofite  !  The  proud,  the  covetous,  the 
luftful,  the  profane,  the  fenfual,  the  contentious^  and 
revengeful,  will  not  pretend,  furely,  that  they  are 
among  the  followers  of  the  Lamb.  May  they  feel 
a  deep  conviction  of  their  guHt,  and  confefs  with 
godly  forrow,  that  they  are  entire  ftrangers  to  the 
religion  of  the  Gofpel ! 

But,  when  the  Apoftle  fays  to  bel!evers>  "  Jefus 
Chrift  is  in  you,**  the  words  imply  more  than  a  mere 
imitation  or  refemblance  of  his  character.     We  mtf 

*  I  John  ii.  6.     f  Matt.  xi.  29.     %  ^^^*  ii*  ^*      H  ^^^^'  ^^*  5« 
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fiiirly  infer  from  them,  that  his  people  are  joined  to 
him  by  the  agency  of  the  Spirit,  and  favoured  with 
his  gracious  refidence  in  their  hearts.  No  man,  in- 
deed, attains  a  likenefs  of  difpofition  to  the  Saviour, 
but  "  by  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.!*  This 
divine  influence  is  the  more  to  be  infifted  on,  be- 
caufe  it  is  denied  by  many,  whoboaft  of  the  Sufficiency 
of  their  own  unaffifted  ftrength.  The  proud  advo- 
cates for  what  is  improperly  termed  a  rational  {yUcm 
of  Theology,  fneer  at  the  notion  of  a  fpiritual  union 
with  Chrilt,  as  if  it  exifled  only  in  the  wild  imagi- 
nations of  enthufiafts.  Ltt  us,  however,  without 
dreading  reproach,  receive  the  doSrine  on  the  an-* 
thority  of  the  inipired  writers,  and  prav  with  St. 
Paul,  "  that  Chrift  may  dwell  in  our  hearts  oy  faith  *.'* 
Let  us  rejoice  in  thofe  kind  afTu ranees  of  our  Re- 
deemer ;  for  they  are  big  with  confolation  :  ''  He 
that  eateth  my  flelh,  and  drinketh  my  blood,  dwelleth 
in  me  and  I  in  him  f."  "  Behold,  i  ftand  at  the  ' 
door,  and  knock :  if  any  man  hear  my^yoice,  and 
open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  fup 
with  him,  and  he  with  me  J." 

Believers,  then,  maintain  a  delightful  intercourfe 
with  thtir  exalted  Lord.  He  guides  and  condu6ls 
theni  in  the  wjy  wherein  they  fliould  go  ;  he  ftrength  • 
ens  the.n  with  might  for  the  work  ailigned  them  ; 
he  purifies  tiiem  from  their  corruption^,  for  his  fervice 
and  glory  ;  and  comforts  them  by  decided  tokens  and 
clear  manifcftations  of  his  love.  Is  this  what  we 
can  tcitify  from  our  own  knowledge  ?  Or,  have  we 
fuch  an  evidenc^i  of  true  religion  in  our  foiils  ?  Our 
doubts  and  apprehenfions  (hould  excite  us  to  greater 
catncilnef^,  in  making  and  purfuing  thefe  enquiries  : 
n^.r  Ihould  we  reft,  till  we  perceive  good  reafon  to 
couclmle,  that  *' Chrift  is  formed  in  ust|."  The 
precC(>t,  which  requires  us  to  examine  ourfelve*, 
implies,  that  it  is  pollible  to  arrive  atfuch  a  conclufion, 

*  Eph^  iii.  17.    \  JoVvn  \u  s^.    X  "^«t%  \v\%  oa*    \G^*vc»  iq. 
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on  fatisfsuJlory  grounds.  "  Know  ye  not  your  ownr 
felves?'*  faid  the  Apoftle.  An  ignorance  of  this 
kind,  we  obferve,  is  fpoken  of  as  difgraceful  toChrif- 
tians.  What  will  it  avail  us  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  whole  of  "Scripture  Charaflcrs?"  The  grand 
enquiry  now  is,  and  will  be  at  the  laft,  What  is  our  . 
own? 

Is  it  thought,  tha^  the  matter,  here  infifted  on,  is 
of  trivial  moment  ?  It  fhould  be  recolledted,  that  "  if 
any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of 
his*."  It  is  alfo  folemnly  declared,  that  "  Jefus 
Chrift  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  f.'* 
The  fuppofition  is  indeed  alarming :  yet  let  not  the 
cxprelfion  be  perverted.  None  are  rejedted  of  God,. 
as  "  reprobates,"  or  doomed  to  eternal  mifery  by  an 
abfolute  decree,  without  regard  to  the  ftate  and  difpo- 
fition  of  their  hearts.  But,  ?greeably  to  this  defcrip- 
tion,  thofe,  who  are  "  alienated  from  the  life  of 
God,"  caimot  be  acceptable  to  him  :  after  much  trial, 
they  are  difapproved,  like  refufe  metal,  which  is  fo  full 
of  drofs  as  to  be  unfit  for  ufe ;  and  therefore  they  are 
abandoned  and  iinally  caft  away.  Who  (hall  prefume 
to  cbjevSt  to  iuch  a  procedure  ?  Is  it  not  confiftent 
with  every  principle  of  truth  and  equity?  It  is  evi- 
dent, however,  011  this  ground,  that  without  a  reno- 
vation ef  mind,  through  the  influence  of  the  Spirit, 
we  muft  necefi'.nnly  be  excluded  from  the  prefence  of 
God  for  ever.  O  let  us  pray,  that  He  would  "  make 
us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the 
(kints  in  light  J  !" 

We  at'empc  not  to  deny  or  conceal  the  tremen- 
dous truth,  that  "  the  virath  of  God  comcih  upon 
the  children  of  difobedience  §."  But,  "knowing 
the  tejror  of  the  Lord,  we  pcriur.de  men"-  to  embrace 
the.  offers  of  hs  mercy.  We  lolemnly  warn  them  of 
impending  deftruclion,  and  entreat  them  with  earneft- 

*  R.om«  viii.  9.    f  2  Cor.  xliit  5.    {  CoL  !•  xa.    §  £ph.  7.  6. 
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mskj  not  to  trifle  away  their  prefent  opportunities* 
Through  the  whole  of  thefe  pradical  reflections,  we 
have  endeavoured  to  keep  in  view  the  fad  cafe  of  im- 
penitent Tinners,  and  engage  their  attention  to  the 
ferious  confideration  of  their  danger ;  if  any  fuch 
fliouid'caft  their  eyes  upon  thefe  pages.  And  now  again^ 
in  the  conclufion,  we  prefs  them  to  examine  them^ 
(elves,  before  they  be  fummoned  to  that  ftridi:  and  de- 
cifive  fcrutiny  at  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift,  I'hen 
indeed  will  every  chara^ler  be  clearly  difcovered :  we 
ihall  *^  difcern  between  the  righteous  and  the  wick- 
ed ♦."  But  then  alfo  will  the  ftate  of  every  individual 
be  determined  beyond  the  pofllbility  of  a  change.  O 
give  diligence,  to  flee  frost  the  wrath  to  come^and  to 
obtain  ^^  inheritance  among  them  which  are  fan£tified 
by  faith,  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift  f  !" 

It  is  prefumed,  that  many  of  our  readers  are  among 
the  faithful  difciples  of  the  Saviour;  and  the  fubjeds, 
here  treated,  feem  efpecially  calculated  to  promote 
their  edification  and  comfort.  The  writer  will  rejoice 
to  be  inftrumentai  towards  their  fpiritual  advance*** 
ment;  and  therefore,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  he  be- 
fpeaks  their  attention.  Pof&bly,  you  may  be  un- 
noticed and  fcorned  in  the  midfl  of  a  finful  genera- 
tion. But  be  encouraged  to  **  hold  on  your  way," 
in  defiance  of  all  difficiUties  and  oppofition.  ^^  The 
world  knoweth  you  not,becaufe  it  knew  not  Him  J," 
whom  you  ferve.  In  this  view,  you  will  not  com- 
plain of  contemptuous  treatment.  Confider,  alfo,  the 
examples  of  the  moft  eminent  faints.  You  are  fol- 
lowers of  them,  who  are  now  inheriting  the  pro- 
mifes.  Their  holy  conduA  will  inftru£l  you,  their 
prefent  happinefe  will  enliven  your  hopes> 

Soon  fliall  you  be  admitted  to  a  ftate.  of  delightful 
intercourfe  with  thofe  exalted  perfonages,  whofc  cha- 
raders  you  have  been  contemplating.  You  (hall  join 

*  MaL  iiK  i8.         f  A€tt  xxvi.  x8.         %  i  John  iii.  r. 
.  Vilth 


CONCLUSION,  47J 

with  Abraham,  Ifaac^  and  Jacobj  with  Peter,  John* 
and  Paul,  in  admirinii;  and  pr-iiflng  the  God  of  your 
falvation.  You  Ihall  conie  ''  to  the  general  aflembly 
and  Church  cf  the  firft-born,  which  are  written  in 
heaven*,"  and  unite  unth  Angels  and  Archangels, as 
well  as  with  the  illuiliious  company  of  Martyrs,  Pro- 
phets, and  Apoftles,  in  afcribing  "  bleiling,  and  ho- 
nour, and  glory,  and  power,  unto  Him  that  fitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  everf.'* 
Will  not  the  profpefl  fupport  and  anitnate  you,  while 
you  prefs  forwards  v\  hh  dcte/miiieJ  vigour  ?  Let  it  be 
your  great  caicern  to  recojii  ACj.d  religion,  both  by 
your  life  and  death.  Asd  may  God  gr.iif,  that  he 
who  writes  ard  all  who  read  thefe  pages  ir,ay  be  able 
to  f^y  with  St.  Paul,  in  the  view  of  an  approaching 
diflblution,  **  I  h'^ve  fought  a  ^-ood  fi^rht,  I  have 
finiflieJ  my  courf',  I  have  kz[)\  :he  faith  :  Henceforth 
there  is  laid  up  '  »i-  wvi  a  trown  of  i  ighteoufnefs,  which 
the  Lord,  tho  r::.h.iOit-  Judji;e,  fhall  give  me  at  that 
day  :  and  not  lo  r.je  oii-y,  but  unto  all  themalfo  that 
love  his  appc.il  i:iL;-  J  !"     Amen. 

•  Hcb.  xii.  2|.     f  Rev.  y.  ijt     %z  Tim.  It.  7,  %• 
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INDEX 

To  the  Two  laft  Volumes, 


The  numeral  Letters  refer  to  the  Volume,  the  Figures  10 
the  Page. 


A 

Mmi'givhg^  duty  of,  iii.  153,  391,  405,  452.  iv.  42, 

20S. 

Andrew  became  a  difciple  of  Jefus,  iii.  69,  and  after- 
ward  his  ftated  attendant,  124. 

Angels,  holy,  their  nature,  charader,  and  fituation, 
iv.  430— are  God's  minifters,  and  perform  his  pur- 
pofes,  431 — 434. — ftudy  and  admire  the  plan  of  re- 
demption,— announced  the  birth  of  Jefus,  435 — wor* 
(liipped  him, — ^attended  him,— declared  his  refurrcc- 
tion,  436 — rejoice  in  the  converiion  of  iinners,  and 
watch  over  believers,  437 — will  accompany  the  Lord 
Jefus  to  the  laft  judgment,  fummon  the  dead,  approve 
and  execute  die  different  fentences,  439 — will  be  for 
ever  employed  in  praiiing  God,  confirmed  in  their 
holy  and  happy  Hate,  and  united  with  redeemed  faints, 
4li. 

jipojlajy,  the  tremendous  confequenccs  of,  iv,  215—218. 
B 

Baptifnti  of  Chrift,  iii.  54 — 57. 

Barnabas,  his  labours  with,  and  feparation  from  St* 
Paul,  iv.  311—322. 

C  ; 

Cornelius,  a  Roman  Centurion,  iv.  392 — his  devo- 
tion and  liberality,  39^1. — encouraged  by  an  Angel, 
jq'S — and  direded  to  fend  for  St.  Peter.  397-^re- 
ceived  the  Apoftle,  and  defired  his  inilruAions,  was 

endued 
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endued  with  the  Holy  Ghoft^  and  baptized,  398-* 
400. — ^probably  rctaiocd  his  fituation  m  the  army, 
401. 

D 

D/iVjr  of  Jcfus  Chriil,  iiu  24 — 27,  80,  195— 198,  354, 
43^'  46f.  iv.  9,  39,  60,  80,  150,  165,  179,  186, 
265,  266, 

DxyiL,  See  Evil  Spirits. 
£ 

Evil  Sptrits,  their  exiftence,  iv.  445 — fall  and  ex- 
clufion  from  heaven,  ij46— tempted  our  firft  parents, 
448 — maintain  large  influence  in  the  earth,  among 
the  impenitent,  450— were  permitted  to  poflefs  men's 
bodies,  451— oppofed  the  Saviour,  452— refift  the 
progrefs  of  the  Gofpel,  453— afTault  believers,  454 
—their  agency  does  not  extenuate  our  guilt,  4JJ— 
will  foon  be  confoiii)^ed,  a 57 — ^fummoned  to  judg- 
ment, and  doomed  to  eterpu  puhiihment,  458. 
F 

Faiths  neceffity  and  efedls  of,  iii.  04—96,  303,  305^ 

410.    17.  467. 

Falls  afij  imptffiaions  of  faints,  iv,  2x6,  ZZS^^Z^^,  250^ 
256—260. 

Fapi??gj  duty  of,  iii.  59,  i6o« 
H 

Hbrod  Agrippa  perfccuted  the  Church,  iv.  404—' 
killed  James,  406— imprifoned  Peter,  407 — was  en- 
raged by  that  Apoftle's  miraculous  efcape,  408— -flat- 
tered, as  if  he  were  a  deity,  410— fuddenly  deftroycd 
for  his  pride,  412—417. 

Herod  Ant i pas,  his  rank  and  charader,  iv.  269— 
his  inceftuous  marriage,  270— imprifoned  John  the 
Baptill,  271 — yet  revered  him,  272— heard  him  glad- 
ly, 273— and  made  a  partial  reformation,  275— was 
reftrained  from  deftroying  him,  through  fear  of  the 
people,  276— at  length  beheaded  him,  277 — afraid 
of  his  being  raifed  from  the  dead,*  278 — threateped 
Jdus,  examined  and  infulted  him,  279 — died  in  ex- 
ile, 280. 

Holy  Ghost,  his  agency  in  regeneration,  iii.  88—90. 
fln  againU,  239—241.   promife  of,   369,  iv.  63,    74 
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Houfe  and/ervicio/God,  to  be  attended,  iii.  jo,  113. 

Jambs  became  the  attendant  of  Chrift,  iii.  124 — prcfcnt 
at  his  trar^sfiguration,  325— -and  at  his  agony,  iv.  89 
—  fufFered  martyrdo.n,  40-3. 

Jerusalem,  deftiudion  of,  iii.  386,  474.  iv.  17—42. 

Jesus  Christ,  importance  of  lus  charader,  iii.  20-— 
truth  of  his  hiftory,  21 — ^his  pre-exiftencc,  23 — Dei- 
.  ty,  24 — 27.  (bee  Ueity,)    incarnation,    28— prepara- 
tions made  for  his  appearance,  3c — 32. 

his  humiliation  and  glcry,  36— mira- 
culous conception,  37 — -40.  name  appointed,  39— 
nativity,  41 — 44  circumciiion  and  prelentation,  45 
— vifited  by  iVjagi,  46— -prefer ved  in  Egypt,  48— 
his  wifdom  in  childhood,  conference  with  die  Dodors^ 
and  fubjedion  to  his  parents,  49. 

dwelt  in  obfcurity  till  his  thirtieth 
year,  52— prepared  for  entering  on  his  miniHry,  by 
his  baptifm,  54—57.  by  his  fafting,  c8-— and  by 
the  temptations  of  Satan,  60— who  urged  him  to  dif- 
truft,  62 — to  prefumption,  63 — and  to  ambition,  64. 
attended  on  the  Baptifl's  miniftry,  and 
called  certain  difciples,  69—72.  at  a  marriage-fcaft 
turned  water  into  wine,  73 — 76.  during  his  atten- 
dance at  the  paflbver,  purged  the  temple,  77— did 
not  truft  himfelf  with  fome  profeifed  converts,  79. 

confulted  by  Nicodemus,  declared  the 
neceffity  of  regeneration,  82 — ^'^^  the  operation  of 
the  Spirit,  88 — 90.  the  'deliverance  of  finners  from 
condemnation,  through  his  own  interpofitton,  91—93* 
the  different  ftates  and  charaders  of  believers  and  un- 
believers, 94—97. 

retiring  from  Jeruialem  to  Galilee, 
pafi*ed  through  Samana,  99 — converfed  with  a  womao 
of  Sychar,  100—103.  replied  to  Jiis  difciples,  who 
brought  him  food,  104— ->ic6.  abode  two  days  with  the 
Samaritans,  and  had  many  converts,  107— went  to 
Cana,  and  cured  a  nobleman's  fon  at  Capernaum,  108 
—110. 

preached  at  Nazareth,    1 1 2— -i  1 6.  mi- 
raculoufly  efcajted,   117— dwelt  at  Capernaum,    xi8 
—wrought  various  ^miracles,  120 — 122.    tofe  e«sVf^ 
/2j — took  a  circuit  round  GaKLte,  mi^  ^"s^t^  Sa\a 
8  ^cv^% 
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pray»  367 — dinvd  with  a  Fharifec,  and  gave  fevere  rt- 
proofs,  ^69 — 372 

warned  his  difciples  of  hypocrify  and 
cowardice,  373 — 37^.  delivercu  ihepaniblcof  therich 
fool,  376— gave  cautirns  againft  worJdlinefs,  377 — 
exhorted  to  prepare  for  his  coming,  378— foretold 
violent  perfecutions,  3S0 — preached  the  neceffity  of 
repentance,  381 — defcribed  the  barren  fig-tree,  382 — 
healed  an  infirm  woman  on  the  fabbath,  383 — (hewed 
that  many  will  be  (but  out  of  heaven,  384— fent  a 
meffagc  to  Herod,  385 — and  lamented  over  Jcrufalein, 
386. 

dined  with  a  Pharifcc  on  the  fabbath, 
388— healed  a  dropfy,  390— inculcated  humility  and 
a  regdrd  to  the  [.oor,  391 — delivered  the  parable  of 
the  great  fuppcr,  3^2— warned  his  followers  to  pre- 
pa'^e  lor  fufftrlng,  394 — vindicated  his  attention  to 
finners,  by  the  parables  of  the  loft  flieep,  the  piece  of 
lilvcr,  and  the  prc>digal  fon,  396 — 402. 

delivered  the  parable  of  the  nnjoft 
fteward,  403*— Ihcvvcd  theufe  of  money,  405 — reprov- 
ed the  Phaiifees,  406— -defcribcd  the  cafe  of  the  rich 
man  and  L»izarus,  407— exhorted  to  beware  of  offences, 
forgive  i.  juries,  and  maintain' faith,  4C9 — cared  ten 
lepers,  411 — foretold  the  deftrudip»  of  Jerufalem, 
412— delivered  the  parable  of  the  importunate  widow, 
and  that  of  the  Fharifee  and  Poblican,  /f.14 — 418. 

at  the  feaft  of  dedication,  gave  fight 
to  a  man  born  blind,  479 — 427.  to  whom  he  declared 
his  true  charafter,  425— liefer ibed  himfelf  as  the  Door, 
asd  the  good  Shepherd,  42^ — 428.  afTerted  his  union 
with  the  Father,  429 — and  miraeulouily  efcaped  being 
iloned,  431. 

anfvvered  enquiries  about  marriage 
and  divorces,  433 — 43:.  fhewed  a  tender  regard  to 
little  children,  43^ — replied  to  a  young  ruler,  437 — 
44P.  warned  his  ciifciples  of  the  danger  of  riches,  441— 
delivered  the  parable  of  the  labourers  in  the  vineyard, 
442— haftened  to  Jerufalem  to  fufFer,-444 — inculcated 
humility,  445— cured  two  blind  men  near  Jericho,  447. 
vi£ted  Zaccheus  the  publican,   who 

became 
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became  a  trife  convert,  449 — 454.  delivered  the  para- 
ble of  the  ten  pounds,  456 — 460. 

raifed  Lazarus  from  the  grave,  462 — 
467.  was  anointed  with  coilly  perfume,  468 — 470.  rode 
in  triumph  to.Jerufalem,  471 — 473,  wept  over  the 
city,  474 — ^purgcd^the  temple,  475. 

inilruded  certain  Greeks,  477 — 480. 
warned  the  unbelieving  Jews,  481 — 483.  curfed  a 
barren  fig-tree,  484 — confounded  thofe,  who  queftioned 
his  authority,  486 — admonifhed  them  by  the  parable 
of  the  two  fons,  487— and  by  that  of  the  wicked  huf- 
bandmon,  489. 

delivered  the  parable  of  the  marri- 
age feall,  iv.  2 — 4 — replied  to  the  Pharifees  and  Hero- 
dians  on  the  payment  of  tribute,  5— confounded  the 
Sadducees,  by  proving  a  refurre6lion,  6 — anfwered  a 
Scribe,  refpeding  the  firft  and  great  commandment, 
7 — baffltfd  the  Pharifees,  by  propofing  a  queftion 
about  the  Mefiiah.  9 — warned  his  difciples  again  ft 
the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  whom  he  reproved  and 
condemned  in  the  flrongeft  terms,  10 — 15. 

commended  the  liberality  of  a  poor 
widow,  1 6 — predidcd  the  deftruflion  of  the  city  and 
temple  of  Jerufalem,  with  the  concomitant  iigns  and 
circumilances,  17 — 24.  foretold  his  coming  to  judg- 
ment, and  exhorted  to  watchfulnefs,  25 — 29. 

inculcated  a  ferious  preparation  fop 
his  coming,  by  ihe  parables  of  the  ten  virgins,  and 
of  the  talents,  30 — 38.  gave  a  particular  defcription 
of  the  laft  judgment,  39 — 43. 

celebrated  his  laft  pafTover,  45 — walh- 
ed  his  difciples'  feet,  46 — 49.  inftituted  the  Eucha- 
riii,  50 — 52.  declared  the  treachery  of  Judas,  and 
the  approaching  fall  of  Peter,  53 — 56. 

exhorted  and  comforted  his  difciples 
in  the  gueft-chamber,  58 — 65.  reprcfented  himfelf 
as  the  true  Vine,  66 — enforced  obedience  ar.d  mutual 
love,  63 — predicted  perfccution,  6g.  . 

continued  his  addrefs  to  his  Apoftles, 

\\  ith  a  further  prophecy  of  their  fufferings,  a  promifg 

of  the  Spirit,  and  an  ^ffarancc  of  his  own  return,  72 

Vol.  IV.  Y  -78 
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_-g — offered  up  a  fervent  prayer  for  himfelf,   his 
y\portlcs,  and  all  believers,  79 — 86, 

retired  to  Gethfemane,  87 — warned 
his  dlfciples,  83 — fuffered  an  extreme  agony,  89—93 
-^-betrayed  by  Judas,  94 — forfaken  by  the  other 
Apollles,  9^) — examined  before  the  high-prieft,  con- 
demned, and  infulted,  97 — loo. 

examined  alfo  before  Pontius  Pilate  and 
Herod,  loi — 104.  derided  anfl  fentenced,  105 — 109. 
crucified,   1 10 — 1 1 5. 

prayed  for  his  murderers,  as  he  hang- 
ed on  the  crcfs,  117 — was  reviled,  118 — comforted 
the  penitent  thief,  120—122.  complained  of  defer- 
tion,  12^ — expired,  124 — 126.  was  pierced,  127— 
taken  down  and  buried,  128 — 131. 

not  left  in  hell,  133 — rofe  on  the 
third  day,  134 — his  refurrcAioti  proved,  by  the  tef. 
timony  of  Roman  foldiers,  135 — of  many  alfo,  who 
cxan-iiitd  his  fepulchre,  137 — and  of  Angels,  138 — 
140.  by  his  own  appearing  to  Mary  Magdalene,  1 41— 
to  the  other  Mary  and  Salome,  142 — to  Peter,  to  two 
difcipies  going  to  Kmmaus,  143— and  to  the  Apollles 
afTsJiabled  together,   14 j — 147. 

appeared  at  Jerufalem  for  the  cod- 
viiflion cf  Thomas,  149— at  the  fca  of '1  Iberias,  i^i  — 
153.  en  a  mountp.in  in  Galilee,  154 — and  again  at 
Jcrufilcm,  a  little  before  the  feait  cf  Peniecoft,  155 
—159. 

afcendcd  into  henven,  162 — 166.  fit- 
tcth  at  the  right  hand  cf  God^  as  our  High-Prieil, 
Bencfadtor,  and  King,  167—174. 

will  return  in  his  glory,  176 — judge 
the  world  with  rjg;hteoufnefs,  178 — 184.    and  then  rc- 
fig:i  his  murntonal  kingdom,   185^—188. 
Jews,  their  difperfion  and  recovery,  iv.  24. 
John  the  Bapi  ist,  the  harbinger  of  Meffiah,  his  high 
charader      iii,    3 — miraculous   birth,    4 — fignificant 
name-,  5 — educaticn  and  early  piety,  6 — office,  7-^ 
doftrire  of  repentance,  and  baptifra,  9 — reproofs  and 
admonitions,  lo — teftimony  concerning  Chrift,   11— 
14.  acceptance,  as  a  preacher,  15 — fent  for  by  He- 
rod, 
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rod,  1 6 — imprifoned — direfled  his  difciples  to  Jefas, 
17 — beheaded  and  baiied,   18. 

John  the  Evangklist,  his  par.nt.ige  and  occupation 
—called  to  the  fervice  of  Chriil,  iii.  124.  iv.  254.  ap- 
pointed an  Apoftle — faw  the  tranfiguration,  2^-^ — 
forbad  ojie  calling  out  devils — purpofed  to  confume 
the  Samaritans,  256— petitioned  for  the  highell  place, 
2 $8 — attended  his  Loid  at  the  lad  pafTover,  in  Geth- 
femane,  and  by  the  crofs,  260 — the  firll;  who  believ- 
ed the  refurreftion,  138,  261— laboured  with  Peter  at 
Jerufalem,  and  in  Samaria,  263 — banifhed  to  Pat- 
mos — preached  and  died  at  Ephefus,  264 — his  Gofpel,, 
Epiftles,  and  Revelations,  265 — 267. 

Judas,  a  confummate  hypocrite,  iv.  204.— attached 
himfelf  to  Chrift  for  gain— was  appointed  an  Apoftle, 
205— dilhoneft,  206— cenfured  Mary  for  wafte  of 
ointment,  207 — warned  by  Jefus,  53^  209 — betrayed 
him  for  money,  45,  94,  21 1 — deftroyed  himfelf,  213. 

Judgment,  univerfal,  proceedings  of,  iv,  25  —  27.  30— 
43,  176 — 186. 

Lerd*s  day  J  See  Sahbath. 

Lord's /upper,  iii.  303.  iv.  50 — p. 

.  ^^ 
Mary,  the  blefled  Virgin^  appointed  to  be  the  mother 

of  Chrift,  iii.  38 — defcended  from  David— efpoufed 
to  Jofeph — informed  of  her  miraculous  conception,  iv. 
190— vifited  Elizabeth,  192— brought  forth  Jefus  at 
Bethlehem,  iii,  41.  iv.  194— attended  at  the  temple 
for  her  purification,  iii.  45.  iv.  195 — went  into  Egypt, 
iii.  48.  iv.  197 — expoftulated  with  Jefus  for  remain- 
ing at  Jerufalem — met  with  a  rebuke  from  him  at 
Cana,  iii.  49,  74.  iv.  198 — accompanied  him  in  his 
miniftry,  iv.  199 — ftood  by  his  crofs,  122,  200— 
203. 

Matthew,  called,  iii,  187 — entertained  Chrift,  189. 

Minifars,  inftrufted  from  John  Baptift,  iii.  13 — 1  5.  from 
Chrift,  105,  212,  26r,*283.  from  St.  Paul,  iv.  365. 
N 

Nathanael,  brought  to  Chrift,  iii.  71. 

Nature,  human,  depravity  of,  iii.  87,  91,  311. 

y   2  K«n» 
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Kenv  Tef  amenta  excellence  of,  iii.  i— inftrufts  by  ex- 
amples, 2 — truth  of,  22,  iv.  21 — 24,  391,306. 

NicoDEMUs,  confulted  Chrift  by  night,  iii,  82 — fpoke 
in  his  favour  before  the  Sanhedrim,  347— affiled  in 
his  buiiaU  iv^  129* 

O 

On  ESI  M  us,  the  fervant  of  Philemon,  iv.  419— robbed 
his  mafter,  and  fled  to  Rome,  where  he  was  converted 
through  St.  Paul's  miniftry,  420—424.  returned  to 
his  mafler,  with  the  ApoHle's  recommendation.  425  — 
was  aiFcdionately  received  by  the  Church  as  a  brother, 
and  probably  admitted  into  the  facred  miniftry,  426— 
429. 

P 

Parables i  of  two  infolvent  debtors,  lii.  •230— the  rc- 
lapiing  demoniac,  244 — the  fower,  249 — 253. 
the  tares,  254 — 256.  the  growth  of  com,  and  grain 
of*muflard  feed,  257'— leaven  in  meal,  258 — trea- 
fure  hid  in  a  £cld,  and  pearl  of  great  pi>ee,  260^^ 
the  net  gatheiing  different  kinds  of  fiflx^s,  261 — the 
good  Samaritan,  364 — ;the  barren  ^g-txtty  382— the 
great  fupper,  392 — the  loll  flieep,  397^  the  piece  of 
iilver,  398 — the  prodi^^al  fon,  398 — 402.  the  nnjaft 
fteward,  403 — the  rich  man  arid  Lazarus,  407— the 
importunate  widow,  415 — the  Pharifee  and  Publican, 
416 — the  Door,  and  the  good  Shepherd,  425—428. 
the  labourers  in  the  vineyard,  442 — the  ten  pounds, 
4^6 — 460.  the  two  fons,  487 — the  wicked  hnfbandmen, 
489 — the  ten  virgins,  iv.   31—34.  the  talents,  35 

-38- 

Parents,  to  be  obeyed,  iii.  50, 

Paul,  his  extradion  and  education,  iv.  295 — a  bigotted 
Pharifee,  297 — perfecuted  the  Church,  298 — fuddenJy 
ftopped  by  an  appearance  of  ChriH,  300 — fubmitted  to 
him,  302 — ftruck  blind — recovered  his  fight— baptized 
by  Ananias,  303— preached  Chriil,  304— what  to  be 
concluded  from  his  converfion,  305 — 300. 

driven  from  Damafcus,  and  thten  from  Jerufalem, 
fled  toTarfus^  369 — accompanied  Barnabas  to  Antioch 
in  Syria,  and  thence  to  Jerufalem,  31 1 — fen t  forth  with 
him  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles,  travelled  through  Cy- 
jrui,    312— went    to    Pcrga,    Antioch    in    rifidia. 
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Iconium,  Lyftra,  Derbe,  313 — 318.  returned  to  A n- 
tioch  in  Syria,  319—  attended  the  council  at  Jerufalem, 
320 — reproved  Peter — feparated  from  Barnabas,  322. 
circumcifed  Timothy  at  Lyltra,  326 — came  to 
Troas,  and  thence  to  Philippi,  where  Lydia  and  the 
Jailer  were  converted,  327 — 330.  proceeded  toThef- 
falonica,  Berea,  Athens,  and  Corinth,  331 — 339.  vifited 
Jerufalem,  and  then  returned,  confirming  the  churches, 
340. 

came  to  Ephefus,  344— driven  away  by  a  tu- 
mult of  the  people,  347— vifited  Greece,  and  returned 
to  Troas,  348 — raifed  Eutychus  to  life,  349— paffed 
on  to  Miletus,  whither  he  fent  for  the  elders  from 
Ephefus,  and  took  his  leave,  350— at  Tyre  and  Cc- 
farea  was  diffuaded  from  going  to  Jerufalem,  yet  pro* 
ceeded,  352 — complied  with  Jewifh  prejudices,  353^ 
affaulted  by  a  mob,  and  taken  into  cuftody  of  the  Ro- 
mans, 354 — addreffed  the  people,  but  was  furioufly 
oppofed,  355 — arraigned  before  the  Sanhedrim,  356. 

made  his  defence,  360 — encouraged  by  a  viilon, 
361 — confpired  againft,  and  fent  toCefarea,  362 — there 
pleaded  his  caufe  wiih  Felix,  363 — and  afterwards 
with  Feftus,  366 — appealed  to  Cefar,  367 — preached 
before  king  Agrippa,  368 — 372. 

fent  as  a  prifoner  to  Rome,  experienced  great 
difficulties  in  his  voyage,  376 — Ihipwrecked  on  the 
ifland  of  Melita,  379 — wrought  miracles  there,  and 
-  received  kindnefs,  380— proceeded  to  Rome,  381  — 
dwelt  and  preached  in  his  own  houfe  under  cultody, 
382  —  385.  releafed,  386— travelled  and  laboured  as 
before,  387 — again  imprifoned — beheaded,  388— ^ 
what  were  his  trials,  and  **  the  thorn  i  1  the  flelhV* 

'  389-  .     .:. 

Peter,  a  fi(herman,  brought  to  Chrift,  111,  70.  iv.  220. 
called  to  a  ftated  attendance  on  him,  iii.  124.  iv.  221. 

■  appointed  an  Apoftlc,  222 — walked  on  the  fea,  iii, 
2q6.  iv.  2:3 — confeiied  Chrift,  iii.  320.  iv.  224 — one 
of  his  Lord's  moll  fivoured  and  zciilous  attendants,  iii. 
325.  iv.  226 — warned  of  his  fall,  iv.  55,  88.,  228-—. 
Sept  in  Gethfemanc,  90,  230— derei:ded  his  Mafter, 
but  foOn  forfook  and  denied  hiai,  95,  96,  99,  231— 
Y  3  relented 
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repented,    2:3— had  an    interview  with    Jdus  after 
tlie  refurredlion,  i  $3>  234, 

propofed  the  ele^ion  of  a  new  Apoflle — preach- 
ed on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  238— healed  a  lame  man, 
and  adJrciTed  the  people*  230— imprifoned — pleaded 
before  the  Sanhedrim,  241— ^ete^d  Ananias*  242-— 
again  imprifoned,  brought  before  the  Sanhediim,  and 
fcoutged,  243 — went  to  Samaria,.  Lydda*  Joppa,  and 
Ccfarea,  244 — 247.  defended  his  coududt  towards 
Cornelius— delivered  from  Herod,  248 — 250,  his 
writings,  and  death,  2ci. 

Philip,  being  called  ot  Chfiil*  invited  Nathanael,  iii. 
70,   71. 

PoKTius  Pilate,  his  character,  and  condud  towards 
Chrift,  iv.  102— «io8. 

Prayer,  private,  duty  of,  iii.  123,  155,  156,  170, 
183,  211.  292,  296,  415.  The  Lord's  prayer,  157 
•— 159,  367.  Prayer  of  Jefus  for  himfelf  and  his  dil- 
ciples,  iv.  79— 86, 

R 

Regeneration f  its  nature  and  neceffi^ty,  iii,  84— 90. 

Reprobates,  who  are  fuch,  iv.  471. 
S 

Sabhatb,  duty  of  obferving,  iiL  206-^2  lO, 

Sacrament,  See  Lord^s/upfer* 

Satan  tempted  Chrift,  iii.  60 — 66.  See  Evil  Spi- 
rits. 

Self-examination^  recommended,  iv.  461— proper  to  en- 
quire, in  what  defcription  of  charaders  we  are  to  be 
clafTed,  463 — what  is  our  ftate,  what  our  condud, 
and  principles,  465 — whether  we  b^e  in  the  faith,  467 
—and  if  Jefus  Chrift  be  in  us,  ij68. 

Spirit,  See  Holy  Ghost. 

Stephen,  chofen  a  deacon — his  faith  and  zeal,  iv.  283 
—confounded  certain  difputants,  284 — ^arraigned  be- 
fore the  Sanhedrim,  28^ — ihone  with  a  miraculous 
luftre — entered  on  his  defence,  286 — incenfed  the 
courxil,  287 — faw  heaven  opened,  288-— commended 
his  foul  to  Jefus,  289 — died,  praying  for  his  murder- 
ers, 290--buried  and  lamented,  291. 

SMJciJe,  the  fin  of,  iv.  2 14. 

S  TemftatkM, 


INDEX. 

T 

X^mftaitoft,  See  Satan  and  Evil  Spirits. 
Thomas,    difbelieving    our   Lord's   refurrcdlion,   was 
convinced  by  kis  appearance,  iv,  149. 

Virgin  Mary,  See  Mar  v. 

y 

Teunp;  pir/bitf,  exhorted  to  mceknefs  and  religion,  iii.  co. 

Z 
Zaccheus,  his  converfion,  iii.  449^454. 
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